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Summary of Information - Stakeholder Engagement  

In setting out the policies and proposals each department was required to consult with sector specific advisory groups and 
have regard to the desirability of co-ordinating policies and proposals with corresponding policies and proposals in other 
parts of the UK, RoI or elsewhere and consult such persons as it considers appropriate. - Sections 29(5)1 and 30(1)(a)(b)2 
 
Energy Production & Supply Section – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.2 
 

The Northern Ireland Renewables Obligation (NIRO) support scheme 

As advice and recommendations of the Single Electricity Market (SEM) Committee regarding matters in relation to which it has functions under 
Article 6(2) of the Electricity (Single Wholesale Market) (Northern Ireland) Order 2007 must be obtained and must be taken into account, The 
Department for the Economy (DfE) have established a NIRO Assurance & Risk Management steering group which meets bi-monthly and includes 
representatives from DfE, the Utility Regulator and Ofgem.   A public consultation was carried out during the development of the NIRO and at 
various stages during its lifetime as changes were proposed. 

DfE’s renewable electricity team regularly engage and take into consideration advices and recommendations from the Utility Regulator in relation 
to the renewable electricity support scheme policy development.  The SEM committee consists of three Commission for Energy Regulation and 
three Utility Regulator representatives along with an independent and a deputy independent member.  
DfE have regular engagement with colleagues in the UK Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, the Scottish Government and the Office of 
Gas & Electricity Markets in relation to the current and future management of the NIRO support scheme.  

A new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme  
DfE published the consultation on Design Considerations for a Renewable Electricity Support Scheme for Northern Ireland. The consultation 
gathered feedback from key stakeholders and provided valuable insights. Industry and key partner engagement in the form of stakeholder 
interviews and workshops followed in January 2024 and helped to shape the high level design for the scheme.  
 
Engagement with UK and RoI Governments (Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, Department of Energy and Climate Change), delivery 
partners (Utility Regulator, Systems Operator for Northern Ireland, Northern Ireland Electricity Networks, Low Carbon Contracts Company  and 
industry (Renewable NI), prospective renewable developers in Northern Ireland, etc.) is regular and ongoing and continues to play a central role 
in shaping the development of the renewable electricity scheme design and implementation.   
 

 
1 Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 section 29 
2 Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 section 30 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2022/31/section/29/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2022/31/section/30/enacted


Page 3 of 16 
 

DfE established an ’80 by 30’ Working Group in February 2024 in line with the Climate Change (Northern Ireland) Act 2022 requirement of producing 
at least 80% of all electricity consumption in Northern Ireland from renewables by 2030, with key stakeholders from Department for Infrastructure 
(DfI) and the Utility Regulator. 
 
Transport Section – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.3 
 
Switch - Reducing vehicle emissions by switching fuels to zero and low emission alternatives 
Shift – Reducing vehicle emissions by shifting modes of transport away from private car journeys to sustainable travel alternatives. 
Reduce - Reducing vehicle emissions by reducing the need and length of journeys  
 
DfI engage on all aspects of the polices and proposals within the transport sector: 

• DfI continues to engage with officials across the UK and RoI in relation to its approach to decarbonising transport. These focus on general 
information sharing and knowledge building.   

• There are regular UK wide four nation meetings of senior officials considering the UK approach to the EV transition, connectivity, rail, data 
and decarbonisation of freight. DfI transport officials sit on the UK four nations integrated planning group. This is another knowledge sharing 
group, where best practice and lessons learnt from policy implementation are shared in relation to topical transport and spatial planning 
issues. 

• Inter-Ministerial Group on transport meets regularly. Discussion relating to transport decarbonisation has included rail reform, EV transition, 
decarbonisation of freight, data and active travel. It is also represented on the UK Future of Freight Forum. 

• Through the development of a bespoke Transport Emissions Model, DfI officials have and continue to be regularly engaging with the UK 
Department for Transport analysts and the UK Climate Change Commission.  The Department is also engaging with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland in the RoI and providing updates on progress and presentation of findings. This engagement with both UK and ROI has been both 
in the form of progress updates, data sharing and knowledge sharing. 

• DfI hosted a Transport and Infrastructure Sectors workshop on Wednesday 20th September 2023 in the Belfast Harbour Commissioner 
Offices. Attendees included Bus and Coach NI, Sustrans, Chartered Institution of Highways and Transportation (CIHT), Inclusive Mobility 
and Transport Advisory Com, Community Transport Association and Consumer Council.  

• Emerging transport plans have been prepared in collaboration with councils and in alignment with the development of their local 
development plans.  Engagement events on several of the leading transport plans have been undertaken, and these have also drawn in 
representation from the community and voluntary sector, Belfast Chamber of Commerce, Logistics UK and Road Haulage Association. DfI 
continues to engage more widely with the local councils in relation to transport decarbonisation. 

 
In addition: 
Switch  

• DfI regularly engages with the UK Office of Zero Emission Vehicles and with colleagues in Zero Emission Vehicles Ireland.  
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• DfI chairs the British-Irish Council Transport Work sector on behalf of the Northern Ireland Executive which considers and addresses 
issues of mutual concern across member administrations relating to climate change and decarbonisation. The work sector agrees a two 
year forward work programme which is reviewed and agreed by Ministers from the member administrations which seeks to establish and 
evaluate best practice across member administrations on their development of alternative fuels and infrastructure capability across the 
freight, maritime and electric vehicle sectors. 

• DfI leads the Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Taskforce comprising representatives from the DfE, the Utility Regulator, NIE Networks, 
Confederation of British Industry, ESB, Derry City and Strabane District Council on behalf of local councils as the lead of the ORCS 
Consortium, the Consumer Council and the Electric Vehicle Association NI (EVANI). 

Shift  
• DfI regularly engages with colleagues across the jurisdictions in GB and RoI to discuss our approach to active travel matters and share 

information. DfI is a member of a Five Nations Group on active travel that meets on a quarterly basis. Public consultation on the draft 
Active Travel Delivery Plan closed on 28 February 2025. Responses are now being reviewed with a view to presenting a final plan to the 
DfI Minister for consideration in autumn 2025. 

• DfI has worked in partnership with the RoI Department of Transport, and transport agencies north and south of the border, to develop the 
All-Island Strategic Rail Review. The Review aims to contribute to net carbon zero commitments in both jurisdictions through reducing the 
emissions from the wider rail system and encouraging people to switch from carbon emitting modes to rail. 

 
Business and Industrial Processes Section – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.4 
 
Business and industrial processes sector has a number of UK policies (listed below) and as the UK Government are policy owners - No information 
exists at a devolved level as to the consultation/engagement that was completed or is ongoing in regards those policies. 
 
• Industrial Non-Road Mobile Machinery Decarbonisation  
• Energy Performance of Buildings (Certificates and Inspections) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2008 (as amended) / Energy 

Performance of Buildings (Amendment) Regulations 2016   
• Industrial Energy Transformation Fund 
• Energy Savings Opportunity Scheme 
• Combined Heat and Power Quality Assurance Programme 
• UK Emissions Trading Scheme 

 
The EU Ecodesign Directive and the Energy Labelling Framework Regulation 
Work is ongoing with UK Government across several areas of Retained EU law. Consultation on any changes to this long-established policy and 
any implications with regards to divergence between GB and the EU will be communicated through public consultation, this policy is also in place 
in Ireland. 
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Streamlined Energy and Carbon Reporting 
This is a long-established policy that is delivered through the Northern Ireland Environment Agency through regular reporting rounds which are 
communicated with companies via several communication channels. Any future change to this UK wide policy will be subject to public 
consultation which would take into account the geographical complexities relating to trade between Northern Ireland and Ireland. 
 
The Fluorinated Greenhouse Gases (F-Gases) Regulations (2015) (UK-wide policy, but with separate Regulations for GB and NI), and 
new EU Regulation on F-gases in 2024  
Northern Ireland fluorinated greenhouse gases ("F-gases") policy follows that of EU due to EU F-gas legislation being listed in Windsor Framework. 
Post transition GB is free to pursue its own F-gas policy, though policy of F-gas emission limitation is already in place across the UK, due to 
internationally signed Montreal Protocol. GB and RoI civil service stakeholders are consulted regularly in the preparation of F-gas policy across 
the UK. This includes public sector organisations involved in the enforcement of F-gas provisions. 
 
Gas Network Connections General Determinations 2023-2028  
Following extensive consultation with Gas Network Operators, the Consumer Council and other consumer groups, the Utility Regulator's Final 
Determination for the Gas Distribution Price Control 2023-2028 ('GD23') was published in October 2022.  
All UK and Ireland departments, regulators and network operators meet regularly through the UK/Ireland Gas and Electricity and Emergency 
Planning Forum. They work collaboratively to ensure the application of relevant European regulations and network codes and to discuss relevant 
policy developments. 
 
2012 and 2022 Uplifts to Part F (Conservation of Fuel and Power) of the Building Regulations in Northern Ireland and Further Building 
Regulations Uplifts in Northern Ireland 
Full public consultations took place on these policies prior to their introduction in 2012 and 2022.  
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/consultations/building-regulations-northern-ireland-2012-consultation-phase-2 and  
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-amendment-technical-booklet-guidance-part-f-conservation-fuel-and-power  
 
A Phase 2 discussion document was published by DoF in June 2023, highlighting a range of inter-dependencies and operational prerequisites with 
other policy areas and included detailed pre-consultation proposals for a Phase 3 uplift. Further consultation will take place before any decisions 
are made following the analysis of the responses to the Phase 2 discussion document, and further consultation will be undertaken as part of the 
Phase 3 and Phase 4 uplifts. 
As part of the discussion document, the situation in other jurisdictions was considered. These will be factored into the decision-making process.  
 
Cross government collaboration and coordination is being undertaken via the Residential Decarbonisation Coordination Group. 

  

https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/consultations/building-regulations-northern-ireland-2012-consultation-phase-2
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-amendment-technical-booklet-guidance-part-f-conservation-fuel-and-power
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Biomethane 
DfE published a Call for Evidence on Developing Biomethane Production in Northern Ireland on 17 May 2024, alongside a series of workshops 
to engage with stakeholders.  The call for evidence assessed the production costs of biomethane, treatment of connection costs and feedstock 
policy. DfE engaged with colleagues in Department for Energy Security and Net Zero and have also monitored the development of biomethane 
policy in Ireland. 
An Inter-Departmental Biomethane Working Group has also been established with members including DfE’s Energy Group, DAERA, CAFRE, 
Utility Regulator, Agri Food and Bioscience Institute, and DfI’s Transport Policy Division, NI Water and Strategic Investment Board. The gas and 
biomethane industry are also included when appropriate. 
In 2025, DfE will publish consultations on biomethane and hydrogen strategies to develop policy and legislative requirements on both these 
renewable gases for Northern Ireland. An Inter-Departmental Biomethane Working Group has also been established with members including 
DfE’s Energy Group, Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA), CAFRE, Utility Regulator, Agri Food and Bioscience 
Institute, and DfI’s Transport Policy Division, NI Water and Strategic Investment Board. The gas and biomethane industry are also included when 
appropriate. 

Invest Northern Ireland Energy and Resource Efficiency Programme for Northern Ireland Businesses  
In March 2023, Invest NI surveyed 201 businesses on a range of issues. 80% of these businesses stated that they believed their business would 
be negatively impacted by the increase in energy costs, 70% stating that current inflation trends would also negatively impact their performance. 
Following the survey, Invest NI established a new Energy Efficiency Capital Grant in April 2024 to support companies transition to more energy 
efficient sources. 
The Energy Efficiency Capital Grant runs alongside and complements all Invest NI’s existing sustainability and green economy programmes and 
services, including the Resource Efficiency Capital Grant, Technical Consultancy support, as well as the Resource Matching through Industrial 
Symbiosis . Together these schemes are grouped under the Energy and Resource Efficiency Programme. 
 
DfE will continue to monitor emerging policy in GB and Ireland in order to assess whether policy initiatives could be adopted in Northern Ireland. 
 
Invest Northern Ireland Industrial Decarbonisation for Northern Ireland project  
DfE, Invest Northern Ireland and delivery partners have consulted extensively with industry and local authorities to promote the Industrial 
Decarbonisation Northern Ireland (ID-NI) project. Invest NI organised industry workshops across all 11 council areas in Northern Ireland with over 
220 companies attending between January and June 2024.  
The ID-NI project is funded through Innovate UK. As such there is good engagement and awareness of the ID-NI project in UK government.   The 
ID-NI project is based on a successful industrial decarbonisation project in the Black Country in England. The lessons learned from the ID-NI 
project on energy and resource efficiency within small scale industrial clusters could also be applied to the business and industrial sector within 
Ireland. 
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Residential Buildings Section – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.5 
 
Affordable Warmth Scheme  
Original consultation was undertaken in 2014, followed by further consultation in 2021 to uplift income threshold and discounting of certain benefits.  
This policy is due to cease in 2026, and its establishment predates the Climate Change Act, therefore at this stage it is not considered appropriate 
to consult and co-ordinate with other jurisdictions. 
DfC engage formally with stakeholders through the DfC Climate Working Group, DAERA Evidence and Analysis Group, the Residential Sector 
Technical Sub-Group and the Residential Sector Working Group. This included representatives from DfE, DoH, DAERA, DfI, DoF and Climate NI. 
DfC further engage with sector-specific advisory groups as and when required, in addition to considering the UK and RoI position for similar 
initiatives by consulting with appropriate persons within these jurisdictions, attending conferences and UK cross-administration meetings, in order 
to derive any learning. DfC and DfE have jointly established a Residential Decarbonisation Coordination Group – this brings together government 
departments involved in residential decarbonisation along with the Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE) and Northern Ireland Federation of 
Housing Associations to set the strategic direction in the decarbonisation of the residential sector.  

Northern Ireland Sustainable Energy Programme (NISEP) (including uplifts)  
Original consultation took place prior to introduction of scheme in 2008.  Further consultation took place in 2015.  Review of NISEP also took place 
in 2019.  
 
DfE has provided additional financial support to NISEP, and discussions are ongoing with the Utility Regulator regarding adding to and scaling 
funding up to 2025 and potentially beyond, while we develop a domestic an Energy Efficiency Programme. DfE further engage with sector-specific 
advisory groups as and when required, in addition to considering the UK and RoI position for similar initiatives by consulting with appropriate 
persons within these jurisdictions, in order to derive any learning. 
 
Northern Ireland Housing Executive Stock Investment Programme – Including Thermal Improvements  
Original consultation was undertaken in 2015 prior to introduction of the Climate Change Act. NIHE Corporate Strategy & Business Plan and 
Sustainable Development Strategy is in place, and we are statutorily obliged to consult on annual housing investment plans with local councils.  
The NIHE will collaborate with industry, academia, government, regulator and householders to deliver a £14 million thermal improvement 
programme.  
 
Warm Healthy Homes Scheme   
This proposal will replace the Affordable Warmth Scheme. DfC are undertaking the appropriate policy development processes including evidence 
gathering, public consultation, and engagement with political representatives and amendment of the existing domestic energy efficiency 
regulations. 
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DfC will engage and consult on a new Fuel Poverty Strategy and Action Plan 2024-2025. The new Fuel Poverty Strategy wider public consultation 
was launched on 12 December 2024 and ran until 6 March 20253. The consultation is being used to consult on key aspects of the new scheme 
including eligibility criterion, income thresholds and energy efficiency measures such as insulation, home heating systems, low carbon heat and 
other renewable technologies. 
Stakeholder engagement workshops will be held with industry stakeholders including low carbon and renewal solutions, with an opportunity to 
scale up the work needed, thereby expanding the current workforce, enabling employers, and supporting the wider communities. 
Cross government collaboration and co-ordination taking place via working groups, meetings and other events.  Regular engagement taking place 
with other jurisdictions and key learning taken from those more advanced in policy development e.g. RoI, Scotland, England. 
 
Scale and Launch Energy Efficiency Programmes  
This is still in the development stage however engagement with specific advisory groups will be carried out at the appropriate stage of policy 
development.  Cross departmental collaboration taking place via working groups and meetings and key learning taken from other jurisdictions more 
advanced in this area of policy development e.g. RoI, Scotland, England. 
 
A public consultation on the policy will be undertaken at the appropriate stage of policy development. Stakeholder engagement workshops will be 
held with industry stakeholders including low carbon and renewal solutions, with an opportunity to scale up the work needed, thereby expanding 
the current workforce, enabling employers, and supporting the wider communities. 
 
Clean Heat Market Mechanism  
DfC and DfE sit on the Heat and Buildings Devolved Administrations forum – engaging with stakeholders across the UK on new policy measures 
such as the Clean Heat Market Mechanism.  
 
Residential buildings cross-cutting policies:  

• Gas Network Connections General Determinations 2023-2028  
• Biomethane 
• The Fluorinated Greenhouse Gases (F-Gases) Regulations (2015) (UK-wide policy, but with separate Regulations for GB and NI), 

and new EU Regulation on F-gases in 2024 
• 2012 and 2022 Uplifts to Part F (Conservation of Fuel and Power) of the Building Regulations in Northern Ireland and Further 

Building Regulations Uplifts in Northern Ireland 
 

Please refer to the business and industrial processes sector for information. 
 
 

 
3 Consultation on a new Fuel Poverty Strategy for Northern Ireland | Department for Communities 

https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-new-fuel-poverty-strategy-northern-ireland
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Low Carbon Heat Support Programme 
This is still in the development stage however engagement with specific advisory groups will be undertaken at the appropriate stage of policy 
development.  Cross government collaboration taking place via working groups, meetings and consultation exercises on carbon budgets.  Regular 
engagement taking place with other jurisdictions and key learning taken from those more advanced in policy development e.g. RoI, Scotland, 
England.  
Stakeholder engagement workshops will be held with industry stakeholders including low carbon and renewal solutions, with an opportunity to 
scale up the work needed, thereby expanding the current workforce, enabling employers, and supporting the wider communities. 
 
Public Buildings – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.6 
 
The Energy Management Strategy and Action Plan to 2030  
DfE are due to undertake a mid-point review of the Energy Management Strategy in the 2024/2025 financial year. In preparation for this review, 
Innovation and Consultancy Services in the Department of Finance (DoF) have been engaged to undertake an independent review of the strategy 
to date. Through this review process DfE are committed to reviewing policy associated with public buildings in Britian and Ireland to ensure policy 
alignment where applicable.  
To facilitate bringing forward new policy and to ensure existing policy is aligned with the requirements of the Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland) 
2022 in this sector a sector specific working group is in the process of being established. This group will report to a refreshed programme board 
structure that will seek to bring onboard several new board members to be more representative of government.  
DfE work with both the Sustainable Energy Authority Ireland and the Public Sector Decarbonisation Fund leads in UK Government. Policy across 
all areas of heat in buildings has a new focus on better use of the public estate as it will be a useful asset base in pathfinder type projects and for 
example early development of heat networks.  
Engagement with the private sector is typically led by DoF with their leadership role in construction policy and engagement with the industry will 
be upscaled in the coming year. The Energy Management Team ran a request for information open to the private sector to provide early learning 
in this space, the majority of the findings have been embedded into the thinking behind the public buildings sector chapter around business cases, 
procurement and contracts. 
 
Public buildings cross-cutting policies:  
 

• 2012 and 2022 Uplifts to Part F (Conservation of Fuel and Power) of the Building Regulations in Northern Ireland  
• The EU Ecodesign Directive and the Energy Labelling Framework Regulation 
• Streamlined Energy and Carbon Reporting 

 
Please refer to the business and industrial processes sector for information. 
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Waste Management – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.7 
 
Separate Collection of Food Waste from Households - The Food Waste Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 
DAERA waste team consult with local councils, Northern Ireland Environment agency, Waste & Resources Action Programme (WRAP), the National 
Clean Air Programme (NCAP), Invest Northern Ireland, Federation of small businesses, Northern Ireland Environmental link, Chartered Institution 
of Wastes management (CIWM) and the DfI. Discussions with stakeholders were undertaken and expertise and evidence gathered from these 
advisory groups was used to inform policy development.  
 
DAERA waste team are in regular contact with Department of Environment and Rural affairs and other Devolved Administrations. Extender 
Producer Responsibility (EPR) and Deposit Return Scheme (DRS) are schemes which many of the UK administrations will move on together and 
the policy landscape will be consistent across the board.  
Discussions with colleagues in RoI have taken place and we are taking lessons learned from them on their recent Circular Economy and 
Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2022 implementation and the outworking of that for waste management. For example, charging for waste and 
recycling by weight, the introduction of kerbside collection of plastic film and glass collection outside the home only. As well as this, we have liaised 
with RoI on EPR and DRS schemes.  
 
Diverting Biodegradable Waste from Landfill  
DAERA waste team have consulted with commercial and industrial representatives, the DfI, DfE - Circular Economy Delivery Team, and the 
expertise and evidence gathered from these advisory groups was used to inform proposal development. In line with CCC recommendations and 
in consultation with other UK nations and ROI, DAERA is to implement a restriction of biodegradable waste to landfill.  
DAERA, in collaboration with key stakeholders and WRAP have been conducting a feasibility study on the potential for restricting or banning 
biodegradable waste to landfill. DAERA waste team held a Waste Management Strategy stakeholder event in December 2022 with 87 
representatives from across the waste management sector in attendance, expertise and evidence gathered from these advisory groups was used 
to inform proposal development. 
DAERA will consult on options for diverting biodegradable waste from landfill by end of 2025. 

 
Achieve a 65% municipal waste recycling rate whilst reducing waste to landfill to no more than 10% by 2035 
Policy implemented and producing emission reductions prior to Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland) 2022, however, discussions with 
stakeholders is ongoing. DAERA waste team sector consult with local councils, Northern Ireland Environment agency, WRAP, NCAP, Invest 
Northern Ireland, Federation of small businesses, Northern Ireland Environmental link, Chartered Institution of Wastes management and the DfI 
DAERA waste team are in regular contact with Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural affairs and other devolved administrations, to 
ensure alignment with the EU Waste Framework Directive from which this policy is transposed. Improvements made by the household and 
commercial and industrial sector recycling proposals will contribute to the recycling targets, while a restriction on biodegradable waste to landfill 
will contribute massively to the landfill target within this policy. 
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Introduction of mandatory recycling for the Commercial and Industrial sector 
DAERA, supported by the WRAP, embarked on a collaborative discussion with councils, business support organisations, waste industry 
representatives, CIWM representatives, reprocessors and private waste management companies to understand current preferences, and future 
plans for service delivery. The engagement took the format of a series of online and face-to-face workshops and one-to-one meetings with all 
eleven councils to initiate the discussion on improved consistency and recycling performance of household waste collections in Northern Ireland.  
When designing this proposal, consideration was given to how the other UK nations and RoI are approaching recycling reforms. The Welsh 
Collections Blueprint, Scotland’s Zero Waste Plan, The English Simpler Recycling reforms and the Irish Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy 
all informed the development of this proposal. 

 
Increasing Household Recycling  
DAERA, supported by WRAP, embarked on a collaborative discussion with councils, business support organisations, waste industry 
representatives, CIWM representatives, reprocessors and private waste management companies to understand current preferences, and future 
plans for service delivery. The engagement took the format of a series of online and face-to-face workshops and one-to-one meetings with all 
eleven councils to initiate the discussion on improved consistency and recycling performance of household waste collections in Northern Ireland 
and are detailed in the evidence above. 
DAERA to continue to work with councils to increase recycling from households through the Strategic Waste Partnership and the Government 
Waste Working Group. DAERA waste team have consulted with commercial and industrial representatives, DfI, DfE - Circular Economy delivery 
Team the expertise and evidence gathered from these advisory groups was used to inform proposal development. 
When designing this proposal, consideration was given to how the other UK nations and RoI are approaching recycling reforms. The Welsh 
Collections Blueprint, Scotland’s Zero Waste Plan, The English Simpler Recycling reforms and the Irish Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy 
all informed the development of this proposal. 

 
Agriculture – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.8 
 
DAERA Sustainable Agriculture Programme  
An agricultural policy stakeholder group has been established, bringing together representatives across food, farming and the environment.  This 
forum provides a valuable source of industry input and expertise as DAERA continues to develop the policy proposals necessary to deliver carbon 
reduction in the agriculture sector.      

 
As part of the Agricultural Support Common Framework, the UK Policy Collaboration Group (UKPCG) comprising of senior staff from Defra, 
DAERA, Scottish and Welsh Governments meet bi-monthly to share and discuss details of planned agricultural policy.  DAERA officials also 
undertake proactive engagement and communication with Defra and colleagues from across the other UK devolved administrations on matters 
relating to agricultural policy and relay communication progress and areas of interest to the relevant policy leads.  
The UK Agriculture Partnership (UKAP) is another forum which brings together stakeholders from across the UK to identify and improve 
collaborative working on shared issues facing the agricultural sector. The UKAP creates a forum for farmers, academics, researchers, businesses 
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and policymakers across the UK to address common challenges. DAERA and Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) officials 
continue to meet quarterly to discuss agricultural policy and share best practice. 
A public consultation exercise on DAERA’s Future Agricultural Policy (Now Sustainable Agriculture Programme) proposals opened for a period of 
eight weeks on 21 December 2021, closing on 15 February 2022.  The consultation sought views on the policy proposals and not the detailed 
implementation.  A total of 339 responses were received from organisations and individuals.  A high-level overview of the responses along with a 
more detailed summary can be found at - Summary of Responses: Consultation on Future Agricultural Policy Proposals for Northern Ireland | 
Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (daera-ni.gov.uk). 
 
Beef Sustainability Package (including The Beef Carbon Reduction Scheme and The Suckler Cow Scheme) 
The Beef Sustainability Package is one of the policies within DAERA’s new Sustainable Agriculture Programme. DAERA consulted on the policy 
proposals for this programme in late 2021 / early 2022 with 54 policy decisions announced in March 2022. Since then, policy development has 
continued in co-design with the Agricultural Policy Stakeholder Group.  
Discussions on the Scheme have also taken place with counterparts in other devolved administrations and with DAFM.  
 
Knowledge and Innovation: 
Reducing the Age at First calving of Dairy Herd Replacements - DAERA commissioned ADAS to model the impact of reducing age at first 
calving of replacement dairy heifers based on assumptions developed by an expert group including researchers from AFBI. DAERA has also 
discussed the mitigation modelling results with the Agricultural Policy Stakeholder Group. 
 
Reducing the average calving interval in dairy herds by 15 days - DAERA has modelled the impact of reducing dairy cow calving interval using 
the ADAS Scenario Modelling Tool (SMT). DAERA has also discussed the mitigation modelling results with the Agricultural Policy Stakeholder 
Group. 
 
Increasing the Proportion of Beef Cattle finished as Young Bulls from 12% to 24% - DAERA has modelled the impact of reducing cattle 
numbers on farms through increasing the proportion of male clean beef cattle finished as young bulls slaughtered by 16 months of age using the 
ADAS SMT. There has been discussion with the Agricultural Policy Stakeholder Group on the mitigation modelling results of implementing this 
proposal.  
 
Reducing emissions by using alternative fertilisers - DAERA commissioned ADAS to model the impact of using protected urea fertiliser based 
on assumptions developed by an expert group including researchers from Agri- Food and Biosciences Institute (AFBI). DAERA has also discussed 
the mitigation modelling results of using protected urea with the Agricultural Policy Stakeholder Group. 
 
Reducing emissions by a reduction in the use of nitrogen fertilisers by including Legumes in grass swards - DAERA commissioned ADAS 
to model the impact of reducing nitrogen fertiliser use based on assumptions developed by an expert group including researchers from AFBI.  

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/daera/Future%20Agricultural%20Policy%20Proposals%20for%20Northern%20Ireland%20Consultation.pdf
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/daera/Future%20Agricultural%20Policy%20Proposals%20for%20Northern%20Ireland%20Consultation.pdf
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Reducing emissions by including methane suppressing feed products in Livestock Diets and reducing the Protein and Phosphorous 
content of Livestock Diets 
To deliver this policy for the dairy sector, DAERA has participated with Defra in a call for evidence on the use of methane supressing feed products 
(MSFP) published in 2023. DAERA has also commissioned ADAS to model the impact of feeding MSFP on emissions from cattle in Northern 
Ireland based on assumptions developed by an expert group including researchers from AFBI and Queens University Belfast. Discussions on the 
mitigation modelling results have taken place with the Agricultural Policy Stakeholder Group. 
 
Ruminant Genetics Programme 
DAERA has established a Ruminant Genetics Partnership Board with Sustainable Ruminant Genetics Ltd (SRG). SRG is a not-for-profit company 
which is assisting DAERA in delivery of several key functions, including the supply of industry data, and the promotion and marketing of the 
programme to producers and other stakeholders. SRG represents all of the key agri-food stakeholder organisations. 
 
Capital Investment Scheme 
DAERA has engaged directly with key farming stakeholder groups and local banking representatives in autumn 2023. In addition, an Attitude to 
Investment survey was carried out in October – November 2023, which received 605 responses from farm businesses across Northern Ireland. 
DAERA has maintained contact with counterparts in other administrations, in regard to development and delivery of capital investment support 
schemes, including direct discussions with Defra and DAFM on their equivalent measures. 
 
Increased slurry aeration and novel slurry treatment systems (Includes pig, beef and dairy slurry aeration) 
Increased slurry aeration to reduce GHG emissions from slurry is a speculative proposal which DAERA has modelled using the ADAS SMT. DAERA 
has also discussed the mitigation modelling results with the Agricultural Policy Stakeholder Group. 
 
Anaerobic Digestion  
DAERA has modelled the impact of this increase in anaerobic digestion using the ADAS SMT. DAERA has also discussed the mitigation modelling 
results with the Agricultural Policy Stakeholder Group. 
 
The Carbon Footprinting Project  
The Carbon Footprinting Project has been developed in co-design with the Carbon Farming Partnership Group. This Group is chaired by DAERA 
and comprises representations from all industry sectors. A technical working group has also been established comprising DAERA and industry 
stakeholders to discuss and agree the scientific and technical elements of the Project.  
 
The Soil Nutrient Health Scheme (SNHS) 
DAERA worked closely with an industry expert working group when creating and designing the Sustainable Agri land management strategy, which 
helped shape the SNHS. 
Other Devolved Administrations are aware of the SNHS and have sought and received advice on how the scheme is being rolled out. 



Page 14 of 16 
 

The Farming with Nature Package 
The Farming with Nature Package is one of the policies within DAERA’s new Sustainable Agriculture Programme. DAERA is also working closely 
with various farming and eNGOs in the development of the Farming with Nature Package, with the main Farming with Nature Scheme scheduled 
to launch in 2026. Discussions on the Scheme have also taken place with counterparts in other devolved administrations and with DAFM, taking 
on board lessons learned from the development of agri-environment schemes in these regions. 
 
Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.9 
 
Deliver the Forests for Our Future programme to create 9,000ha of new woodland by 2030 
A wide range of stakeholders directly involved in afforestation such as the Ulster Farmers Union (UFU), the Confederation of Forest Industries 
(CONFOR), local Councils, and the Woodland Trust, have been given the opportunity to comment on proposals to review forest design plans via 
the forestry pages on the DAERA website on a number of occasions between 2018 and 2023.  
The Northern Ireland and UK Governments approach to sustainable forestry is set out in the UK Forestry Standard. Forestry in Northern Ireland 
shares common boundaries with RoI and the establishment of sustainable management plans includes consultation with the relevant RoI 
authorities. DAERA has discussed the development of the Farming with Nature Package with officials in DAFM and in the devolved administrations 
to take on board lessons learned from the development of agri-environment schemes in these regions.  This engagement is continuing. 
 
Deliver the Northern Ireland Peatland Strategy 
DAERA has consulted stakeholders during the development of the draft Strategy, with contributors including UFU, National trust, Ulster Wildlife 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, local councils, political parties, and Mourne Heritage Trust, CONFOR and the Woodland Trust. Responses 
to the draft strategy were largely positive, with the majority of respondents affirming that they were content with the scope, vision and aim of the 
strategy.  
The draft apex target is to align with CCC recommendations on peatland restoration. DAERA continues to support engagement with NGO, including 
the funding of a collaborative network through the environment fund to share best practice on restoration. 
As restoration gains momentum in Northern Ireland, a joined-up approach is anticipated with the RoI on cross border restoration works. There is 
also opportunity to access funding under the Shared Island Fund. Officials from DAERA meet regularly with policy representatives from the UK 
Government, Welsh Government and Scottish Government to share current thinking on plans to meet Peatland restoration targets on the journey 
to net zero.  
 
Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry cross-cutting policies: 

• The Farming with Nature Package 
• Soil Nutrient Health Scheme (Sustainable Agriculture Programme) 

 
Please refer to the agriculture sector for information. 
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Develop a future land use policy for Northern Ireland 
Proposal at very early stage of development, therefore not at stage of consulting with relevant sector-specific advisory groups, however as the 
proposal develops, we will engage with the relevant stakeholders, other parts of UK and RoI. DAERA officials attend Four Nations Land Use 
Change Group which is a possible vehicle for coordination. 
 
Consider the feasibility of policy development for bioenergy crops, engineered removals and carbon capture 
Proposal at very early stage of development, however as the proposal develops, engagement with the relevant sector-specific groups and 
stakeholders will be undertaken, as appropriate as well as with UK and RoI counterparts.  
Officials are aware of the UK Biomass strategy and are reviewing and considering how this will impact on proposal development. There is also a 
Northern Ireland Government Biomethane Working group which officials are aware of which may contribute to proposal development. 
 
Fisheries – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.10 
 
UK Joint Fisheries Statement  
A Public consultation on the draft Joint Fisheries Statement was held from 18 January 2022 to 12 April 2022. Conservation advisors in DAERA and 
the other UK statutory nature conservation bodies were consulted.  This policy sets out how the UK, as an independent coastal state, will cooperate 
with the EU and other coastal states. 
The UK Joint Fisheries Statement is a UK level policy.  This policy sets out how the UK, as an independent coastal state, will cooperate with the 
EU and other coastal states 
  
Invest in research and development to decarbonise the fishing fleet and minimise adverse effects of fishing on climate change & Prepare 
for roll-out of electrification and low or zero emission fuels across the fishing fleet and reduce emissions along the fisheries supply 
chain  
Northern Ireland fisheries climate stakeholder group has been established and used to co-design policies and proposals. Public consultation on 
outline strategy for Marine and Fisheries Funding 2023-2028 was held from 29 November 2022 to 3 February 2023.  This included proposal to 
invest in research and development for climate action.  Fisheries sector stakeholder workshop was held on 26 July 2023 to consider the carbon 
budget proposals.  
DAERA and Northern Ireland fisheries sector are actively engaging in forums and working groups at UK level that have been established to develop 
solutions to decarbonise the fishing sector, in particular design of future vessels. DAERA provided support for a study visit to Norway, and 
opportunities will be explored to develop partnerships with RoI, EU and Norway. 
Representatives from the Northern Ireland fisheries sector were consulted using forums and working groups that were used to develop proposals.  
This includes DAERA nature conservation advisors.   
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	The Northern Ireland Renewables Obligation (NIRO) support scheme
	As advice and recommendations of the Single Electricity Market (SEM) Committee regarding matters in relation to which it has functions under Article 6(2) of the Electricity (Single Wholesale Market) (Northern Ireland) Order 2007 must be obtained and must be taken into account, The Department for the Economy (DfE) have established a NIRO Assurance & Risk Management steering group which meets bi-monthly and includes representatives from DfE, the Utility Regulator and Ofgem.   A public consultation was carried out during the development of the NIRO and at various stages during its lifetime as changes were proposed.
	DfE’s renewable electricity team regularly engage and take into consideration advices and recommendations from the Utility Regulator in relation to the renewable electricity support scheme policy development.  The SEM committee consists of three Commission for Energy Regulation and three Utility Regulator representatives along with an independent and a deputy independent member. 

