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Summary of Information - Nature-based Solutions  
 

In setting out the policies and proposals each department must have regard to the desirability of using and supporting nature-
based projects, whether alone or together with other types of action (S30 (2)(b))1.  Policies and proposals shall as far as is 
practicable support nature-based projects that enhance biodiversity, protect and restore ecosystems, and seek to reduce, or 
increase the removal of, greenhouse gas emissions or support climate resilience (S34)2. 
Energy Production & Supply Section – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.2 
 
The Northern Ireland Renewables Obligation (NIRO) support scheme 
The NIRO scheme is a closed scheme. During its original policy development process any legislative environmental requirements would have 
been considered, including within the planning applications for individual sites. 
 
A new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme  
As part of the development of the renewable electricity support scheme, DfE has engaged with stakeholders on the importance of community 
benefits. Their role in involving communities was recognised, and it was particularly emphasised that their active participation is essential for a 
successful transition to a more sustainable future. Communities hosting renewable projects should reap the benefits from their contribution to 
carbon neutral electricity generation. Several proposals and approaches to deliver community benefits, including in the form of ‘nature-based 
projects’, are under consideration by DfE as scheme development progresses. 
 
Transport Section – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.3 
 
Switch - Reducing vehicle emissions by switching fuels to zero and low emission alternatives 
Shift – Reducing vehicle emissions by shifting modes of transport away from private car journeys to sustainable travel alternatives. 
Reduce - Reducing vehicle emissions by reducing the need and length of journeys  
Extant planning legislation and regional planning policy provide a positive framework to support the identification and implementation of 
opportunities to further sustainable development, whilst mitigating and adapting to climate change, through the planning system including: 
Statutory obligations under the Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (NI) 2017. 
The Strategic Planning Policy Statement (SPPS) which must be taken into account in the preparation of local development plans and is material 
to decisions on planning applications and appeals. It promotes sustainable patterns of development which reduces the need for motorised transport, 
encourages active travel and facilities travel by public transport.  

 
1 Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 section 30 
2 Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 section 34 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2022/31/section/30/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2022/31/section/34/enacted
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DfI undertook a review of its policy on grass cutting and verge management in 2022, placing a greater emphasis on environmental protection and 
enhancement.  The revised policy will see a single swathe cut along roadsides twice a year, leaving native species that support insects to thrive. 
Sightlines and areas that need to be clear for safety purposes will be cut at least twice a year. The revised policy endeavours to further increase 
the number of ‘Don’t Mow Let it Grow’ sites and biodiversity enhancement projects on the Northern Ireland road network and to promote pollinator 
friendly management of our soft estate.   
Translink’s “Climate Positive Strategy” sets out principles and targets to enable a climate positive philosophy to be applied across the whole range 
of Translink’s operations. One such principle is: “Biodiversity - Translink will continue to protect, maintain and enhance biodiversity. This will help 
habitats and ecosystems provide essential services such as carbon storage, clean air, food and our wellbeing.” Translink’s new Biodiversity 
Strategy, focuses on creating, restoring, and enhancing natural habitats to support the environment and combat climate change.  
 
Business and Industrial Processes – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.4 
 
Business and industrial processes sector has a number of UK policies (listed below) and as the UK Government are policy owners, no information 
exists at a devolved level as to what consideration was given to nature-based projects. 

• The EU Eco Design Directive and Energy Labelling Framework Regulation 
• Industrial Non-Road Mobile Machinery Decarbonisation  
• Energy Performance of Buildings (Certificates and Inspections) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2008 (as amended) / Energy 

Performance of Buildings (Amendment) Regulations 2016   
• Industrial Energy Transformation Fund 
• Streamlined Energy and Carbon Reporting 
• Energy Savings Opportunity Scheme 
• Combined Heat and Power Quality Assurance Programme 
• UK Emissions Trading Scheme 

 
The Fluorinated Greenhouse Gases (F-Gases) Regulations (2015) (UK-wide policy, but with separate Regulations for GB and NI), and 
new EU Regulation on F-gases in 2024 
Whilst the EU F-gas Regulation does not utilise nature-based projects, it will help to limit Northern Ireland's emissions of F-gases, thereby reducing 
the presence of these potent gases in the atmosphere and, therefore, limits their climate impact. 
 
Gas Network Connections General Determinations 2023-2028   
Switching to a natural gas does not present opportunities to introduce nature-based projects however it will protect and restore ecosystems and 
enhance biodiversity through reducing emissions and thereby limiting the effects of climate change on biodiversity and natural ecosystems.  
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2012 and 2022 Uplifts to Part F (Conservation of Fuel and Power) of the Building Regulations in Northern Ireland and  
Further Building Regulations Uplifts  
As the Uplift to Part F policy measure predated the introduction of the Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland) 2022, no consideration was given at 
the time. Building regulations are not empowered to support, require or implement nature-based projects.  Policy measures are likely to support 
them in only so far as they will reduce emissions generally and thereby mitigating climate change. 
 
Biomethane  
The development of a biomethane industry could help to enhance biodiversity, protect and restore ecosystems, and seek to reduce, or increase 
the removal of, greenhouse gas emissions and support climate resilience. By producing biomethane using agricultural feedstocks such as slurries 
and silage and diverting those products to anaerobic digestion, the current nutrient surplus in Northern Ireland can be addressed. Other products 
from the process of creating biomethane such as digestate can also be used as a fertiliser, or for other means such as biochar, thereby creating 
value from natural resources. Overall biomethane can be a major contributor to emission reductions in a number of sectors. 
Biomethane production support nature-based solutions as it takes problematic feedstocks and can add value to them, both monetarily and 
environmentally. By replacing natural gas with biomethane, biomethane can be a major reducer of GHG emissions. By addressing the excess 
nutrient issue in our waterways and soils, biodiversity is enhanced, and our natural environment is improved. 
 
Invest Northern Ireland Energy and Resource Efficiency Programme for Northern Ireland Businesses and Invest Northern Ireland 
Industrial Decarbonisation for Northern Ireland project    
Considered but not deemed applicable to these policies. 
 
Residential Buildings Section – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.5 
 
Affordable Warmth Scheme   
As this policy was in existence pre the Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 using or supporting nature-based projects was not considered 
at the time. However, having considered nature based projects that enhance biodiversity, protect and restore ecosystems, there is no possibility 
for inclusion in the scheme in the current guise.   
 
Northern Ireland Sustainable Energy Programme (NISEP) 
As the NISEP scheme was in existence pre the Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 using or supporting nature-based projects was not 
considered at the time. However, having considered nature based projects that enhance biodiversity, protect and restore ecosystems, there is no 
possibility for inclusion in the scheme in the current guise.   
  
Northern Ireland Housing Executive Stock Investment Programme – Including Thermal Improvements   
The Housing Executive Sustainable Development Strategy contains actions to enhance biodiversity and protect and restore ecosystems, including: 
• Develop a Biodiversity Strategy to create more nature-positive communities.  
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• Promote rewilding on their estate to enhance habitat provision, subject to community education and consultation.  
• Deliver a programme of tree planting in partnership with the voluntary and community sector.  
• Maintain amenity gardens, lawns and grounds in ways that promote biodiversity and minimise environmental impact, for example by hand weeding                 
  shrub beds to minimise chemical use. 
   
Warm Healthy Homes Scheme  
The new Fuel Poverty Intervention is currently under development and therefore nature-based adaptations may be considered within the retrofit 
measures provided, we will also consider nature-based solutions including the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions within the potential to include 
low carbon heating and renewal measures provided. 
 
Scale and Launch Energy Efficiency Programmes  
The new Energy Efficiency Programmes are currently under development and therefore nature-based adaptations may be considered within the 
retrofit measures provided. 
 
Clean Heat Market Mechanism  
UK Government are policy owners - No information exists at a devolved level as to what consideration was given to nature-based projects. 
 
Residential buildings cross cutting-policies:  
 

• Gas Network Connections General Determinations 2023-2028  
• Biomethane  
• The EU Ecodesign Directive and the Energy Labelling Framework Regulation   
• The Fluorinated Greenhouse Gases (F-Gases) Regulations (2015) (UK-wide policy, but with separate Regulations for GB and NI), 

and new EU Regulation on F-gases in 2024   
• 2012 and 2022 Uplifts to Part F (Conservation of Fuel and Power) of the Building Regulations in Northern Ireland  
• Further Building Regulations Uplifts in Northern Ireland  

 
Please refer to the business and industrial processes sector for information. 
 
Low Carbon Heat Support Programme  
This new scheme is currently under development, nature-based solutions may be considered within the support measures provided.  
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Public Buildings – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.6 
 
The Energy Management Strategy and Action Plan to 2030   
Sustainable building certification BREEAM is the primary way in which the public buildings sector contributes to nature-based solutions. This is 
achieved through either meeting the mandatory or selecting relevant credits for ecology under the assessment criteria. Northern Ireland government 
procurement policy has historically used BREEAM for both the construction of new builds and in the retrofit of existing buildings. 
 
Public buildings cross-cutting policies:  
 

• 2012 and 2022 Uplifts to Part F (Conservation of Fuel and Power) of the Building Regulations in Northern Ireland  
• The EU Ecodesign Directive and the Energy Labelling Framework Regulation   
• Streamlined Energy and Carbon Reporting  

 
Please refer to the business and industrial processes sector for information. 
 
Waste Management – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.7 
 
All the polices and proposals within the waste management sector have the potential to: 
Help Northern Ireland reduce its reliance on landfilling waste, consideration could be given to introducing a requirement to implement a nature-
based project at any new closures of landfill sites and this could also be extended to landfill sites that are already closed. The benefits of this are 
broad, capping the site and trapping the gas allows it to be collected and redistributed for use and it would significantly increase biodiversity. 
  
Agriculture – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.8 
 
Sustainable Agriculture Programme - The Sustainable Agriculture Programme aims to develop an agriculture industry in Northern Ireland with - 
increased productivity, improved environmental sustainability, increased resilience; and operating within an effective functioning supply chain, 
which is in line with the goals and targets of relevant Northern Ireland strategies for example Biodiversity and Peatlands and, subsequently, the 
UN post 2020 Global Biodiversity Framework agreed by the Convention on Biological Diversity. 
 
The implementation of the policies has the potential to deliver significant environmental benefits. In particular the Farming with Nature Package 
will provide the opportunity for farm businesses to implement nature-based solutions with the initial focus on actions to reverse the declining trends 
in biodiversity on farmland by creating and restoring habitats that are important for species diversity.     
A Strategic Environmental Assessment and a Habitats Regulation Assessment was carried out on the programme which identified specific policy 
mitigation measures to protect ecosystems and seek to reduce GHGs through a number of mitigation measures and recommendations which 
where relevant, will be applied in policy implementation.    
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Beef Sustainability Package (including The Beef Carbon Reduction Scheme and The Suckler Cow Scheme) 
Through the Beef Sustainability Package there is potential for farm businesses across all land types in Northern Ireland to reduce livestock 
numbers while maintaining output and therefore increase the availability of land for alternative nature-based activities, for example, tree planting. 
The focus will be reducing the age at slaughter of clean beef animals.   
 
Knowledge and Innovation:  
Reducing the Age at First calving of Dairy Herd Replacements - Reducing the age at first calving of replacement dairy heifers should reduce 
the number of dairy heifers reared on farms. This may increase land for alternative uses, for example, tree planting. 
 
Reducing the average calving interval in dairy herds by 15 days - By reducing the calving interval of dairy cows there is potential for farm 
businesses to reduce dairy cow numbers while maintaining output and therefore increase the availability of land for alternative nature-based 
activities. 
 
Increasing the Proportion of Beef Cattle finished as Young Bulls - Increasing the proportion of male clean beef cattle finished as young bulls 
is an example of exploiting the natural potential of non-castrated male cattle to grow at a faster rate and achieve slaughter weights at a younger 
age.  This has been proven to be an efficient means of beef production, which demonstrates superior feed conversion and lower greenhouse gas 
emissions, thereby bringing both environmental and economic benefits to the farm business.  
 
Reducing emissions by using alternative fertilisers – Incorporating legumes and herbs into grassland swards to fix atmospheric nitrogen to 
replace inorganic nitrogen fertiliser provides a nature-based solution, helping to reduce diffuse pollution and contributing to improvements in water 
and air quality. 
 
Reducing emissions by a reduction in the use of nitrogen fertilisers by including Legumes in grass swards - Incorporating legumes and 
herbs into grassland swards to fix atmospheric nitrogen to replace inorganic nitrogen fertiliser provides a nature-based solution, helping to reduce 
diffuse pollution and contributing to improvements in water and air quality. 
 
Reducing emissions by including methane suppressing feed products in Livestock Diets and reducing the Protein and Phosphorous 
content of Livestock Diets  
The reduction of crude protein and phosphorous in livestock diets will lead to reduced excretion of nutrients in livestock slurry. This in turn can 
reduce the amount of nutrients being spread onto land leading to a reduction in the amount entering waterways through diffuse pollution.    
 
Ruminant Genetics Programme  
Having a baseline data set of enterprise performance and genetic merit of livestock could assist businesses to ensure they have the appropriate 
animals to sustainably manage ecosystems. Improving the genetic merit of the Northern Ireland cattle population can have a positive impact on 
reducing nitrogen and phosphorus excretion to the environment therefore positively impacting on farm ecosystems. 
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Capital Investment Scheme  
Not applicable to Capital Investment Measures (which will support equipment rather than nature-based projects - however, objective of 
environmental improvement will be consistent with any nature-based projects under other programme actions). 
 
Increased slurry aeration and novel slurry treatment systems (Includes pig, beef and dairy slurry aeration) 
The implementation of this action in delivering nature-based solutions has not been assessed at this stage and will be considered as the proposal 
progresses.   
 
Anaerobic Digestion  
An increase in the amount of livestock slurry being utilised for anaerobic digestion will reduce the amount that is land spread. This will deliver 
environmental benefits through a reduction in the amount entering waterways through diffuse pollution, thereby contributing to improved water 
quality. However, to achieve this benefit is dependent on having a solution in place to deal with the digestate remaining after digestion, and in 
particular, the levels of phosphate in the digestate. DAERA is investing in a Small Business Research Initiative to identify potential solutions.  For 
example, one such initiative uses anaerobic digestion to produce biomethane, this project can contribute to the decarbonisation of hard to 
decarbonise sectors – energy, heavy transport and agriculture. Converting biogas to biomethane provides further benefits by way of carbon capture.  
 
The Carbon Footprinting Project  
Through the Carbon Footprinting Project there is significant potential for farm businesses in Northern Ireland to make vital positive contributions to 
tackling environmental challenges head on through delivery of reduction in net GHG emissions and nature- based solutions. The initial focus will 
be on creating a baseline at farm level, sectoral and regional level, and a Knowledge Transfer Programme which will also focus on actions farmers 
can take to reduce their emissions.   
 
The Soil Nutrient Health Scheme  
DAERA’s Soil Nutrient Health Scheme is a £37.6 million four-year initiative aimed at measuring and improving the nutrient health status of soil and 
estimating the soil carbon stocks across Northern Ireland, through the sampling of 24,500 farms by the end of 2026. Following receipt of their 
baseline dataset farmers will be offered training by CAFRE, who will assist them to interpret results and help those businesses make informed 
decisions around their individual on farm nature-based projects. Including the development of nutrient management plans to more accurately match 
nutrient applications to crop need. This should result in more effective, nutrient management on farms, nutrient applications to soils in line with 
crop requirements, reduced run-off to watercourses and improved economic and environmental sustainability. 
 
The Farming with Nature Package  
The Farming with Nature Package is aimed at tackling the environmental challenges attributed to agriculture in Northern Ireland. The initial focus 
will be on actions to reverse the declining trends in biodiversity on farmland by creating and restoring habitats that are important for species 
diversity.  Participants will receive payments relative to the habitat value of their land and for managing land to achieve environmental outcomes. 
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The package will continue and build on the support provided under the Environmental Farming Scheme for a range of carbon sequestration actions 
such as hedge and tree planting in addition to various other actions supporting biodiversity.  
 
Through the Farming with Nature Package there is significant potential for farm businesses and land managers across all land types in Northern 
Ireland to make vital positive contributions to tackling environmental challenges head on through delivery of nature-based solutions. 
While these activities are delivered by farmers and land managers operating in the agriculture sector, all emissions savings associated with these 
are recorded in the land use, land-use change and forestry sector. 
 
LULUCF – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.9 
 
Deliver the Forests for Our Future programme to create 9,000ha of new woodland by 2030   
Sustainable forestry, including afforestation meeting the requirements of the UK Forestry Standard and open habitat restoration, is, by definition, a 
nature-based project. The support for non-productive investments required under the measures will have a positive impact on the environment and 
encourage climate change mitigation and adaptions in sustainable farming. Afforestation enables and supports a variety of nature-based solutions 
to enhance biodiversity, flood risk mitigation, improvement of air and water quality, and soil protection. 
 
Deliver the Northern Ireland Peatland Strategy  
Restoration of peatlands is a key driver in reducing carbon emissions, creating a nature-based solution to sequester carbon and benefitting climate 
mitigation. Peatlands not only provide biodiverse habitats for wildlife, but they also deliver a range of other ecosystem services for example, drinking 
water filtration, flood attenuation, water storage and food production.  Peatlands are also key in providing outdoor recreation to assist human health 
and wellbeing. 
Restoring peatland habitats areas, which have been highly modified to grow trees, safeguards the storage of carbon in soil, improves water quality, 
helps with flood risk mitigation and enables the recovery of biodiversity associated with bog habitats.  Peatland restoration will also assist 
international biodiversity commitments to protect 30% of land for nature. 
 
LULUCF cross-cutting policies:  
 

• Deliver the Farming with Nature Package  
• Soil Nutrient Health Scheme  

 
Please refer to the agriculture sector for information. 
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Develop a future land use policy for Northern Ireland and Consider the feasibility of policy development for bioenergy crops, engineered 
removals and carbon capture  
These proposals are in the very early stages of development; however, it is expected that nature-based solutions will feature in these proposals 
as they are developed.  Afforestation, peatland restoration, biodiversity policies, agri-environment schemes are likely to contribute to future land 
use policy. 
 
Fisheries – draft Climate Action Plan Reference: Chapter 6.10 
 
UK Joint Fisheries Statement   
The Joint Fisheries statement contains a commitment to identify feasible technological, behavioural and managerial changes to mitigate and reduce 
emissions across the fisheries supply chain to move towards a net zero carbon emissions future. As the adverse effects of fishing and aquaculture 
activities on climate change are minimised, various sectors within the fishing supply chain may be affected. Moves towards decarbonising the 
fishing fleet and protecting carbon sequestration areas may impact those parts of the supply chain that are particularly carbon intensive or reliant 
on specific areas of UK waters. However, policy outcomes can provide environmental benefits, recognising that mitigation of carbon intensive 
processes within the seafood sector’s supply chain will also include the reduction of seabed abrasion to improve carbon storage. All new policies 
will be thoroughly tested, including by consultation where required, in accordance with the individual fisheries policy authority’s procedures to 
ensure they achieve the intended policy outcome, are compliant with all cross-cutting policies and statutory duties, including impact assessment 
procedures. Fisheries policy authorities will also test any proposed policy change against the requirements of relevant regulations as appropriate. 
 
Invest in research and development to decarbonise the fishing fleet and minimise adverse effects of fishing on climate change and  
Prepare for roll-out of electrification and low or zero emission fuels across the fishing fleet and reduce emissions along the fisheries 
supply chain  
DAERA is investing in research and development projects to assess potential impacts of fishing activities on natural carbon stores (blue carbon 
habitats) and support development of novel gear designs that reduce seafloor contact and inform the development of appropriate management 
measures to reduce impact of fishing on natural carbon stores. 
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