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Child Rights Impact Assessment template

Senior Responsible Officer: Click or tap here to enter text.
Document version: Draft / Consultation / Final

Date completed: 26/03/2025

STAGE 1: SCOPING (Background and Rights Framework)

Question 1: Name the measure / proposal being assessed and describe the overall aim

Northern Ireland’s Climate Action Plan (DRAFT), covering 2023 to 2027

The Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 sets out the legal framework for tackling climate change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions for decades
to come in Northern Ireland. The Climate Change Act legally requires that all Northern Ireland departments contribute to delivering its targets, carbon budgets
and climate action plans through identifying policies and proposals that will contribute to achieving net zero emissions by 2050.

The draft Climate Action Plan (CAP) will set out Northern Ireland’s approach to meeting the carbon budget for 2023 to 2027. It outlines the actions to deliver
on the commitments in the draft Green Growth Strategy by setting out policies and proposals that will help Northern Ireland achieve greater emission
reduction in the following sectors: energy production & supply, transport, business & industrial processes, residential buildings, public buildings, waste
management, LULUCF (Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry) and fisheries. The draft Green Growth Strategy is the Northern Ireland Executive’s
multi-decade strategy which aims to balance climate, environment, and the economy.

This Child Rights Impact Assessment (CRIA) follows the Northern Ireland Commissioner for Children and Young People’s Office guidance as set out by
NICCY and is part of a series of impact assessments which will be beneficial to policy development. Section 30(1)c of the Climate Change Act (Northern
Ireland) 2022 (the ‘Act’) states that Departments must “commission a financial, social, economic and rural impact assessment” on the effects of their policies
/ proposals for the Climate Action Plan , and these assessments must also be carried out on carbon budgets (section 23(2)b of the Act) and the Climate
Action Plan as a whole (section 51(2) of the Act). In addition, there is a need to consider statutory and non-statutory impact assessments in Northern Ireland
including Equality, Strategic Environmental, Rural Needs, Regulatory, Habitats Regulations and Child Rights.
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nia/2022/31/enacted
https://www.niccy.org/what-we-do/training/cria/

The CRIA is based on research and engagement with key children’s groups and given the ongoing development of knowledge in both climate change and
potential impacts, the assessment will provide a strategic overview of impacts and some associated examples. The draft Climate Action Plan is a first for
Northern Ireland and the impact assessments and stakeholder involvement will be of increasing importance to ensure impacts are identified and appropriately
mitigated for in collaboration across departments. This is a relatively novel concept of impact assessment therefore the CRIA will not have been considered
for most existing policies included in the draft Climate Action Plan. DAERA welcome stakeholder input to this and future CRIA.

Question 2: Which children’s human rights instruments and articles are relevant to the measure / proposal?

Human Rights Instrument Article Further analysis on the expected / actual effect
To ensure that the voice of young people is reflected in the draft Climate Action Plan, DAERA
United Nations Convention | Article 2: The right to | working in partnership with Education Authority Youth Service (EAYS), engaged with a range of

on the Rights of the Child

UNCRC summary (UNICEF)

enjoy all human rights
without discrimination.

Article 3: The best
interests of the child
must be a primary
consideration in all
decisions and actions
that affect children.

Article 12: The right for
children to participate
and express their views

young people to explore attitudes and behaviour towards climate action, evaluate strengths and
challenges in local communities and develop ideas for short- and longer-term climate action goals.

Young people’s views were taken on board during the development of the draft Climate Action Plan
and feedback from the focus groups were shared with the authors of the draft Climate Action Plan.

DAERA also plans to consult again with young people after the draft Climate Action Plan is
published to get their feedback on what has been produced and to ensure that their views are
considered in the final document.

United Nations Convention

on the Rights of the Child

Article 6: The right to
survive and develop to
their full potential.

Article 24: Children have
the right to the highest
possible standard of
health, including a
healthy environment.

The General Comment on Children’s Rights and the Environment with a Special Focus on Climate
Change (General Comment No 26), is the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child’'s
authoritative guidance on how children’s rights are impacted by environmental harm and climate
change and what governments must do to uphold these rights to ensure that children live in a clean,
healthy, and sustainable world.

General Comment No 26 reported that a child’s right to life, survival, and development can be
impacted by:

o Environmental degradation, such as climate change, pollution, and biodiversity loss.
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https://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/UNCRC_summary-1.pdf
https://childrightsenvironment.org/about/
https://childrightsenvironment.org/about/
https://childrightsenvironment.org/about/

Article 31: Children have
the right to relax, play
and take part in cultural
and artistic activities.

e Structural and long-term challenges arising from environmental conditions.

e Exposure to toxins or substances, even at low level, can affect the early development of
the brain, organs, and immune system, causing disease and impairments during and
beyond childhood.

The development and delivery of policies and proposals set out in the draft Climate Action Plan
should help improve the quality of life for children and families by improving air quality, protecting
and improving our natural environment, creating more sustainable infrastructure, and replacing
polluting technologies.

The development of the first draft Climate Action Plan should be grounded in the opportunities that
a net zero wellbeing economy can bring to the region and in particular children and young people.
It can help transform, for example, our housing stock, transport systems, job market, and food
systems; Northern Ireland could grow an economy that serves people and the planet’'s wellbeing.
The first draft Climate Action Plan should inspire people and communities shifting the net zero story
from just technicalities and data to "an aspirational project for society, with deep cultural
resonance.”

United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child

Article 28: Children have
the right to an education.

Article 29: Goals of
education includes the
aim to build a child’s
respect for the natural
environment.

It is anticipated that a variety of training and educational opportunities would be required to support
new technologies and transition to net zero. There is also a need to embed carbon literacy
education within the curriculum at all levels of education, starting from early years to help children
and young people develop a broad knowledge and understanding of the importance of nature,
climate change and the net-zero transition. This should help individuals gain an insight into how
their daily activities such as food consumption, travel and energy use impact on emissions and
empower more young people to play a critical role in responding to climate change.

As an example, a teacher from Loreto College in Coleraine, said; “My Carbon Literacy Programme
training was extremely useful and interesting, with excellent support offered both during and after
the course. I’'m now much more confident in discussing climate issues with my students, and excited
for the changes that | can make in my own life from what I've learned. | highly recommend Carbon
Literacy training to anyone who works with young people.” Source - Derry schools and groups
advised of pioneering new C... (ocnni.org.uk)

Council for the Curriculum, Examinations & Assessment (CCEA) approved business plan for 2023
to 2024 aims to provide quality teaching resources and guidance on Climate Change/Green Growth
which should positively impact the Northern Ireland Curriculum by improving the knowledge,
understanding and skills of children and young people in this area within the school curriculum.

Page 4 of 39



https://www.ocnni.org.uk/news/2022/january/derry-schools-and-groups-advised-of-pioneering-new-carbon-literacy-programmes
https://www.ocnni.org.uk/news/2022/january/derry-schools-and-groups-advised-of-pioneering-new-carbon-literacy-programmes
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/ccea-asset/Reports/CCEA%20Business%20Plan%202023-24.pdf
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/ccea-asset/Reports/CCEA%20Business%20Plan%202023-24.pdf

United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child

Article 17: Children have | Children have the right to freedom of expression, association, and peaceful assembly. Children
the right to reliable | and young people have been actively involved in climate protests, with the Fridays for the Future
information  from  a | movement as the most well-known. In Northern Ireland, respondents to a recent piece of research
variety of sources and | noted that some schools supported children to attend including providing transport and
governments should | accompanying them on protests while others did not permit children to join. Guidance on Child
encourage the media to | Human Rights Defenders is available via this link, Interactive CHRD Implementation Guide | Child
provide information that | Human Rights Defenders (childrightsconnect.org)

children can understand.

Article 13: Children must
be free to express their
thoughts and opinions
and to access all kinds of
information, if it is within
the law.

Article 15: Children have
the right to meet with
other children and to join
groups and
organisations.

Question 3: Which groups of children are most likely to be affected by the measure / proposal?

Group of children

How are they likely to be affected?

How will you engage with them?

All groups of children, youth and
future generations will be affected but
not necessarily in the same way. The
effects of the draft Climate Action Plan
on a child will be influenced by factors
such as:

e Age of the child

e Health and disabilities

Given that, the main purpose of the draft
Climate Action Plan is to help tackle climate
change by reducing greenhouse gas
emissions for decades to come, all children
and our future generation should benefit
from a cleaner, healthy, and sustainable
environment. For example:

Around 40 young people from a range of backgrounds and
geographical locations, took part across four separate workshops
between November 2022 and January 2023. Findings from the focus
groups will be shared with all departments developing policies and
proposals for the draft Climate Action Plan. The workshops
commissioned by DAERA were coordinated and facilitated by the
Education Authority Youth Service.
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https://fridaysforfuture.org/
https://chrds.childrightsconnect.org/the-rights-of-child-human-rights-defenders/interactive-chrd-implementation-guide/
https://chrds.childrightsconnect.org/the-rights-of-child-human-rights-defenders/interactive-chrd-implementation-guide/

e Where a child lives
(Urban/Rural)
e Their social-economic status

e Belonging to Minority Ethnic

groups
e Households with a dependent
child
e Children and young people
within  the refugee and
asylum-seeking system.
For example:
e Babies and the very young
are among the most
vulnerable to heat-related

illness due to the inability to
adapt their behaviour to keep
cool.

e Children under the age of 15
are more vulnerable to air
pollutants than adults, as they

breathe more rapidly and
therefore absorb more
pollutants.

e Children living close to a main
road will be more exposed to
air pollution than a child who
lives in a rural setting far from
high volume of traffic.

e Children in families at risk of
fuel poverty - namely children

in lone parent families,
children in ‘workless’
households, children in

families where someone is
disabled and children living in
families with 3+ children.

Transport — reducing the need to travel,
shifting modes of transport (principally public
transport and active travel) and switching
fuels to low emission alternatives should
contribute to positive benefits such as:

e Cleaner air.

e Improvements to physical

and well-being.

e Less traffic and congestion.

e Improve road safety.

¢ Financial savings.

health

Waste — reducing the amount of waste sent

to landfill sites by appropriate legislation,

regulation and increasing recycling may lead
to positive benefits such as:

o Cleaner living - better quality of life.

e Potentially less landfill sites - more

open green spaces for children to

play.

e Keeping more resources to
reprocessing locally and reducing
the reliance on export could

potentially provide green jobs and
upskilling opportunities.

Energy — improving the energy performance
of buildings, increasing renewable energy
production, raising standards, and reducing
energy use could lead to potential benefits
such as:

e Improved air
environment,
living.

e Reduction in consumer energy bills
(will depend on external market
factors which cannot be predicted),

quality and the
creating healthier

All stakeholders will have the opportunity to engage through the 16-
week publicly available consultations.
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Children in families from
ethnic minority communities
are more likely to experience
fuel poverty and live in
polluted areas.

improving energy affordability and
associated positive benefits for
children, e.g., help combat fuel
poverty, more money to spend on
food, hobbies etc.

Increase income from higher levels
of renewables development and
resultant green growth.

Increase in employment due to
construction, operation,
maintenance of renewable
electricity generation infrastructure.

Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry —
increase forest cover, restore peatlands
habitats, deliver carbon sequestration
through agri-environment schemes and
additional land use proposals could lead to
potential benefits such as:

Cleaner water.

Additional space for outdoors
physical recreation and quiet
enjoyment.

Additional opportunities for
establishing forest schools,
encouraging children to explore and
learn through hands-on activities in
a natural environment.

Potential to have a positive impact
on education, skills, and training for
young adults to progress peatland
restoration and management.

Could provide a boost in the rural
economy - creating skilled and
semi-skilled employment
opportunities.
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Children may be adversely affected, if
additional resources are required to meet
new obligations set out in the draft Climate
Action Plan, resulting in less resources
being available for service delivery.
Services including local youth clubs, football
clubs etc.

Also, it is important that the draft Climate
Action Plan does not intensify fuel poverty,
which would have a negative impact on
children leading to a greater risk of both
physical and mental health problems.

Encouraging children to make more
journeys by bicycle or foot may result in
increased road injuries.

The importance of a just transition in moving
to net zero cannot be overemphasized. If
climate change and net zero policies and
targets do not adequately support those
families who can least afford to undertake
the changes required, we will leave people
behind and increase child poverty.
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Question 4: Which stakeholder groups should be engaged during the policy development process? (e.g., parents/carers, NGOs, unions,
NICCY, academics, etc.)

Stakeholder group

What can they contribute to the
process?

How will you engage with them?

These groups of interested parties are
likely to include:

Children & Young People
themselves.

Parents and carers.
Non-Government
Organisations (NGO) working
with children generally, or
with the specific groups of
children identified.
Academics who may have
undertaken research on
climate change issues.

Policy makers.

Unions.

Political Parties and

NICCY.

Practical and professional experience
and knowledge of what the likely
impact of the Northern Ireland’s draft
Climate Action Plan is likely to have
on children and young people.

All stakeholders will have the opportunity to engage through the 16-week
publicly available consultations for the draft Climate Action Plan.

Comprehensive consultation and engagement exercises were carried
out for the Green Growth and Carbon Budget, which included an MLA
session, Media Briefing, Green Growth Forum session and a focus
group with young people facilitated by the Education Authority. The
consultation was promoted online with an extensive social media
campaign and press advertisements were printed in the Belfast
Telegraph, Irish News and Newsletter for those with no access to the
internet. The next consultation and engagement priority will be in relation
to the draft Climate Action Plan, with widespread engagement with
sectors, the public, businesses, and stakeholders required.
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STAGE 2: CONTEXT AND COLLABORATION

Question 5: Which Programme for Government priorities and missions does this policy aim to impact on?

Programme for Government

Way in which the policy will have an impact

Priorities

Grow a Globally Competitive
and Sustainable Economy

Protecting Lough Neagh and
the Environment

Reform and Transformation of
Public Services

Missions
Planet

Prosperity

Proposed Action

We will consult on our draft
Climate Action Plan in 2025

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions with actions set out in the draft Climate Action Plan, across transport, agricultural,
waste, energy and others should help protect and enhance biodiversity and the national environment, whilst providing
opportunities for the economy, job creation and better health. For example:

Key actions set out in the energy and residential building sector aims to improve the energy performance of buildings,
increase renewable energy production, raise standards, and reduce energy use will likely have an indirect impact on
children and young people. Potential positive impacts may include:

Improved children’s health and well-being associated with cleaner air (indoors and outdoors).

Better standard of living by providing children and young people access to a warm and healthy home.
Minimising family stress to heat our homes by reduced heating bills.

Supporting children in families at risk of fuel poverty/low-income households through schemes such as the
Affordable Warmth Scheme and Northern Ireland Sustainable Energy Programme and

e Recruitment and development opportunities for school leavers and apprentices.

However, it is important that the transition does not intensify fuel poverty, which would have a negative impact on
children leading to a greater risk of both physical and mental health problems.

Lowering emissions in the transport sector by reducing the number of trips travelled by car, encouraging a modal shift
to active travel (walking and cycling), making better use of public transport and switching fuels to low emission
alternatives should have a significant impact on reducing air pollution from transport, whilst improving health and
wellbeing, for example:
e Increased physical activity and improving the air that we breathe will improve children’s physical and mental
health and well-being.
e Less cars on the road should make it safer for children to move around and play outside.
e Eliminating the need to travel by facilitating remote working and on-line services will reduce the time spent
commuting to and from work and as a result reduce parental stress and fatigue, which will have a positive impact
on children’s social and emotional behaviour.
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https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-03/programme-for-government-2024-2027-our-plan-doing-what-matters-most_1.pdf

e Less cars and use of electric vehicles should help reduce noise pollution caused by transportation, which will
have a positive effect on both humans and animals.

However, it is important that encouraging children to make more journeys by bicycle or foot does not increase road
injuries.

Other indirect positive impacts on children and young people may include:

e Reduced waste sent to landfill sites could in the long-term increase the amount of greenspace available
providing significant benefits to children’s physical, mental and social development.

e Planting more trees and creating new woodland areas will contribute to a healthier and quality environment and
could provide additional opportunities for the development of children’s outdoor learning, physical activity and
personal connection with nature and the environment.

e Enhancing biodiversity should mean better water quality and less pollution. Biodiversity also provides the
resources necessary for food production and balanced diets, which is essential for a child’s health, growth, and
development. It has been reported that Northern Ireland is now one of the world’s most nature-depleted regions,
with 12% of the species assessed in a new report threatened with extinction. The State of Nature 2023 report.

e There is potential to grow Northern Ireland economy and move towards greener, more sustainable technologies
and jobs.

e A healthier environment has potential to increase productivity, via tourism, fishing or agricultural.

The draft Climate Action Plan will set out how we will deliver emissions reductions across all key sectors including
energy, transport, agriculture, land use, land use change and forestry, buildings, waste and fisheries. Decarbonisation
will bring greater energy independence and better-insulated homes will mean lower energy bills for everyone, including
young families and our older people struggling with the cost of living.

Children may be adversely affected, if additional resources are required to meet new obligations set out in the draft
Climate Action Plan, resulting in less resources being available for service delivery. Services including local youth clubs,
football clubs etc.
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Question 6: Which Children and Young People’s Strategy outcomes does this policy aim to impact on? Resource: CYPS

Children’s Strategy Outcome

Way in which the policy will have an impact

Children and young people are
physically and mentally healthy.

Children and young people enjoy play
and leisure.

Children and young people learn and
achieve.

Children and young people live in
safety and with stability.

Children and young people
experience economic and
environmental wellbeing.

Children and young people make a
positive contribution to society.

Children and young people live in a
society which respects their rights.

Children and young people live in a
society in  which equality of
opportunity and good relations are
promoted.

See response to Question 5.

Engagement with key children’s group during the development of the draft Climate Action Plan has helped to
ensure that the voice of young people is reflected. Also, this will support children to feel valued and involved in
such a global topic, and is likely to support their wellbeing, given that anxiety of climate change is high. It is
important to note that ‘eco-anxiety’ is this context relates to issues arising from lack of political progress and
accountability rather than individual mental health issues. It is also important that engagement with children and
young people on the draft Climate Action Plan doesn’t undermine Article 14, i.e., children have the right to reliable
information from a variety of sources and governments should encourage the media to provide information that
children can understand.
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Question 7: What opportunities are there to promote joined up outcomes for children? Resource: CSCA

Department and policy area

Shared outcome / cross cutting issue

How will you engage with them? (eg joint working, keep
informed, consultation, etc)

DAERA is working in collaboration
with Northern Ireland departments
and key stakeholders to develop the
draft Climate Action Plan. Achieving
the target of net zero emissions by
2050 requires meaningful
collaboration across public, private,
voluntary and community sectors.

The aim is to identify a shared outcome and
promote joined-up government, as required by
the Children’s Services Co-operation Act
(Northern Ireland) 2015 (CSCA).

Sectoral specific meetings
Public consultation events
Joined-up working groups/presentations

In developing Northern Ireland’s first draft Climate Action Plan,
DAERA has engaged and will continue to engage with young
people from a wide range of backgrounds.

As part of the upcoming consultation, we will be engaging with
young people from the Northern Ireland Youth Forum, Northern
Ireland Youth Assembly and other groups and organisations
from across Northern Ireland. We will also produce an Easy
Read version of the draft Climate Action Plan.

Department of Education worked in
partnership with Northern Ireland
departments and key stakeholders to
develop the Children and Young
People Strategy.

Making life better for all children and young
people in Northern Ireland and giving them the
best start in life.

Keep informed

Northern Ireland Departmental
Children Champions, NICCY Youth
Groups.

Providing opportunities for children and young
people to learn about, actively engage with
and positively shape the natural environment.

Joined up working groups/presentations

Local Government Climate Action
Network

Aims to develop a cohesive and collaborative
regional approach to climate action within
local, government, and act as a forum for

Collaboration/Keeping informed.

Engaging with young people through local structures
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cross-council support and training on climate
adaptation and wider climate action.

Department for the Economy, working
in  partnership  with  Strategic
Investment Board and  cross
department steering group (including
reps from all government
departments) and a Circular Economy
Coalition  (including reps from
industry, academia, local Government
and the third sector).

Circular Economy Strategy

Keep informed

Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful, the
Department of Agriculture,
Environment & Rural Affairs,
Education Authority, local councils,
schools and other organisations and
volunteers.

Eco-Schools programme

Keep informed

Open College Network Northern
Ireland (OCN NI), Keep Northern
Ireland Beautiful and Action
Renewables.

New environmental qualification on Climate
Change available to Northern Ireland students

Keep informed

The Department for Employment and
Learning and the Department of
Education.

Climate Change Teaching Education in
Northern Ireland.

Keep informed

Department for
Communities/Community Planning

Aims to improve the connection between
Government and wider society work through
partnership to deliver better outcomes for
everyone.

Identify long-term priorities for improving the
social, economic, and environmental well-
being of districts and the people who live
there.

Keep informed
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STAGE 3: EVIDENCE GATHERING

Question 8: What quantitative evidence have you used to inform your assessment? What does it tell you?

Evidence collected

Evidence source

Explanation of the importance

research
opposite)

(see

Evidence obtained via

source

[1]1NI: IN PROFILE Key statistics
on Northern Ireland

(nisra.gov.uk)

[2] Statistical Press Release -
Travel to and from School by
Pupils __in __ Northern _Ireland
2022/23 report | Department for
Infrastructure

[3] 2023 | Evidence is building to
support a  ‘whole  systems
approach’ to obesity prevention |

News | Queen's University
Belfast (qub.ac.uk)
[4] Food insecurity leads to

unhealthy eating and obesity -
Committees - UK Parliament

Initiatives set out in the draft Climate Action Plan to reduce the reliance on the private car by
encouraging a modal shift to active travel (walking and cycling) and making better use of
public transport should not only help improve air quality but also encourage active travel
habits among children and young people and contribute to a healthier lifestyle. Research
evidence indicates that our growing use of cars has a range of environmental, social and
health concerns.

Data extracted from the most recent Census of Population and Households conducted in
2021 shows that the proportion of households with two or more cars/vans has more than
quadrupled since the early 1970s. ["]

According to statistics, almost two-thirds (62%) of primary school pupils in Northern Ireland
main mode of travel in 2022/2023 was by car, a 3% increase since 2013/2014. Despite 49%
of primary school pupils living less than a mile from school, almost half travelled to school by
car and only 56% walked. Amongst post-primary school, 36% of pupils travelled to/from
school by car, which remained around the same since 2013/2014.12

Statistics also indicate that one in 16 children (6%) are living with obesity in Northern Ireland
and children living in the most deprived areas are more likely to be overweight compared to
those living in the least deprived areas. B! A fifth of UK households struggle to gain access
to good quality food at reasonable prices, causing to them to seek unhealthy, high-calorie
alternatives, which will likely contribute to making 40% of the population obese by 2025. A
little over a half (54%) of the food consumed in the UK is home grown or home reared. 4
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https://www.nisra.gov.uk/files/nisra/publications/NI-In-Profile-November-2022.pdf
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https://www.nisra.gov.uk/files/nisra/publications/NI-In-Profile-November-2022.pdf
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/news/statistical-press-release-travel-and-school-pupils-northern-ireland-202223-report
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/news/statistical-press-release-travel-and-school-pupils-northern-ireland-202223-report
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/news/statistical-press-release-travel-and-school-pupils-northern-ireland-202223-report
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/news/statistical-press-release-travel-and-school-pupils-northern-ireland-202223-report
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/news/statistical-press-release-travel-and-school-pupils-northern-ireland-202223-report
https://www.qub.ac.uk/News/Allnews/2023/EvidenceisbuildingtosupportawholesystemsapproachtoobesitypreventioninNorthernIreland.html#:%7E:text=The%20latest%20data%20shows%20that,with%20obesity%20in%20Northern%20Ireland.
https://www.qub.ac.uk/News/Allnews/2023/EvidenceisbuildingtosupportawholesystemsapproachtoobesitypreventioninNorthernIreland.html#:%7E:text=The%20latest%20data%20shows%20that,with%20obesity%20in%20Northern%20Ireland.
https://www.qub.ac.uk/News/Allnews/2023/EvidenceisbuildingtosupportawholesystemsapproachtoobesitypreventioninNorthernIreland.html#:%7E:text=The%20latest%20data%20shows%20that,with%20obesity%20in%20Northern%20Ireland.
https://www.qub.ac.uk/News/Allnews/2023/EvidenceisbuildingtosupportawholesystemsapproachtoobesitypreventioninNorthernIreland.html#:%7E:text=The%20latest%20data%20shows%20that,with%20obesity%20in%20Northern%20Ireland.
https://www.qub.ac.uk/News/Allnews/2023/EvidenceisbuildingtosupportawholesystemsapproachtoobesitypreventioninNorthernIreland.html#:%7E:text=The%20latest%20data%20shows%20that,with%20obesity%20in%20Northern%20Ireland.
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/52/environment-food-and-rural-affairs-committee/news/196803/food-insecurity-leads-to-unhealthy-eating-and-obesity/#:%7E:text=This%2C%20the%20report%20added%2C%20is,the%20population%20obese%20by%202025.&text=The%20increase%20in%20food%20insecurity,rates%20in%20over%2040%20years.
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/52/environment-food-and-rural-affairs-committee/news/196803/food-insecurity-leads-to-unhealthy-eating-and-obesity/#:%7E:text=This%2C%20the%20report%20added%2C%20is,the%20population%20obese%20by%202025.&text=The%20increase%20in%20food%20insecurity,rates%20in%20over%2040%20years.
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/52/environment-food-and-rural-affairs-committee/news/196803/food-insecurity-leads-to-unhealthy-eating-and-obesity/#:%7E:text=This%2C%20the%20report%20added%2C%20is,the%20population%20obese%20by%202025.&text=The%20increase%20in%20food%20insecurity,rates%20in%20over%2040%20years.

Question 9: What qualitative evidence have you used to inform your assessment? What does it tell you?

Evidence collected

Evidence source

Explanation of the importance

Descriptive
statistical data
extracted from the
Financial, Social
and Economic
Impact

Assessments on
individual policies
and proposals set
out in the draft
Climate Action Plan

Evidence obtained
via research (see
source opposite)

[1] boyden-and-dercon-child-development-
and-economic-development.pdf
(publishing.service.gov.uk)

[2] Pivotal Public Policy Paper V8
(pivotalppf.org)
[3] NI: IN PROFILE Key statistics on

Northern Ireland

[4] Women in_Northern lIreland 2023 |
Northern Ireland Statistics and Research

Agency

[5] Draft Circular Economy Strateqy -
Screening Document (economy-ni.gov.uk)

[6] Adapting to climate change - Progress in
Northern Ireland (theccc.org.uk)

[7] Tree Equity Score UK

Economy

It is anticipated that initiatives set out in the draft Climate Action Plan to lower
greenhouse gas will present new opportunities for economic development and growth
in Northern Ireland. Economic growth is linked to child welfare through several channels,
for example increasing financial resources of households, changes to the returns on
specific activities that will benefit children and potentially reduce risk burdens to which
households, and thereby children, are exposed.!!

Economic research indicates that approximately a fifth of Northern Ireland’s population
(including one quarter of all children) live in poverty and that Northern Ireland has a low-
skills base and a low demand for skills. 2

An economic impact assessment was carried out on individual policies and proposals
included in the draft Climate Action Plan, with the aim to facilitate an understanding of
the economic implications on sustainable economic growth and employment. A
qualitative approach was adopted to assess the impacts against three economic
criteria— Economy growth/greener sustainable economy, Competitiveness of particular
sectors of the economy and Jobs and employment opportunities. Figure 1 highlights the
potential residual impact which the the draft Climate Action Plan could have on our
economy.

Results indicate a mixture of positive impacts (to a minor and large extent) and neutral
impacts (likely to have no discernible impact, positive or negative, on the criterion).
There were no negative impacts reported.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/57a08aa640f0b649740006dc/boyden-and-dercon-child-development-and-economic-development.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/57a08aa640f0b649740006dc/boyden-and-dercon-child-development-and-economic-development.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/57a08aa640f0b649740006dc/boyden-and-dercon-child-development-and-economic-development.pdf
https://www.pivotalppf.org/cmsfiles/Publications/Moving-forward-report--web-version.pdf
https://www.pivotalppf.org/cmsfiles/Publications/Moving-forward-report--web-version.pdf
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/files/nisra/publications/NI-In-Profile-November-2022.pdf
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/files/nisra/publications/NI-In-Profile-November-2022.pdf
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/news/women-northern-ireland-2023
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/news/women-northern-ireland-2023
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/news/women-northern-ireland-2023
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/economy/draft-circular-economy-strategy-for-northern-ireland-equality-screening.PDF
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/economy/draft-circular-economy-strategy-for-northern-ireland-equality-screening.PDF
https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Adapting-to-climate-change-Progress-in-Northern-Ireland-Web.pdf
https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Adapting-to-climate-change-Progress-in-Northern-Ireland-Web.pdf
https://uk.treeequityscore.org/map#8.57/54.7089/-6.4587

Residual Impact Asessment - Economic

Job and employment opportunities

Competitiveness of particular sectors of the economy

Economy (growth/greener sustainability)

0 20 40 60

Positive impacts (large entent) M Positive impacts (minor extent) M Neutral

B Negative impacts (minor extent) ~ Negative impacts (large extent)

Figure 1: Residual impact assessment on economic criteria

Currently one in three households in Northern Ireland have a dependent child 8 with
the most common reason for economic inactivity among women being cited as family
and home commitments.“l

Rethinking our use of resources is required to tackle climate change and achieving net
zero. The equality of opportunity screening document for the Draft Circular Economy
Strategy suggests that transitioning towards a circular economy will impact employment
— some new jobs will be created, some jobs substituted, some jobs lost, and other jobs
redefined as the tasks and skills requirement changes. The proposals for change
outlined within the draft Circular Economy Strategy are intended to benefit everyone in
Northern Ireland regardless of age.!®!

Article 13 — Right to rest and play.

Children should be able to play and be active in clean, safe places and connect with our
natural world. Governments need to consider where and how children can play and rest
when they make plans for new neighbourhoods or places where children may visit.
Equitable access to ‘green spaces’ is a key factor in ensuring the right to rest and play
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(Article 13). In March 2022, only 43% of households in Northern Ireland had accessible
natural space within 400 metres.[®l Access to and participation in outdoor recreation is
not equal across society and is particularly true for people who are unemployed, people
with disabilities and rural residents. Tree Equity Score sets a national standard in each
UK country and the interactive map can be used to help create Tree Equity in towns and
cities across the UK.!"]

Social
(as above) [1]1 Census 2021 main statistics for Northern
Ireland (supplemental) | Northern Ireland | The population of Northern Ireland on census day (21 March 2021) was estimated to be
Statistics and Research Agency | 1.903 million people, 19% of which were children aged 0 to 14, and 5% of children were

(nisra.gov.uk) from an ethnic minority population.!"
[2] SNO7096.pdf (parliament.uk) Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) data shows that around one in six people in

the UK were in relative low income (relative poverty) before housing costs (22%). This
increases to over one in five people after housing costs are accounted for.l?

A social impact assessment was carried out on individual policies and proposals
included in the draft Climate Action Plan, with the focus on the impact on citizens and
society. A qualitative approach was adopted to assess the impacts against seven social
criteria — Income, Employment, Health, wellbeing and disability, Education, skills and
training, Access to services, Living environment and Crime and disorder. Figure 2
highlights the potential residual impact which the draft Climate Action Plan could have
on our citizens and society. Results indicate a mixture of positive impacts (to a minor
and large extent) and neutral impacts (likely to have no discernible impact, positive or
negative, on the criterion). There were no negative impacts reported.
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https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/census-2021-main-statistics-for-northern-ireland-supplemental
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/census-2021-main-statistics-for-northern-ireland-supplemental
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/census-2021-main-statistics-for-northern-ireland-supplemental
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/census-2021-main-statistics-for-northern-ireland-supplemental
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN07096/SN07096.pdf

Residual Impact Assessment - Social

Income L o]
Employment
Health, Wellbeing and Disability
Education, Skills and Training
Access to Services
Living Environment
Crime and Disorder

0 20 40 60

Positive impacts (large entent) M Positive impacts (minor extent) M Neutral

M Negative impacts (minor extent) — Negative impacts (large extent)

Figure 2: Residual impact assessment on social criteria

(as above)

[11 _The 2022 report of the Lancet

Children’s Health

Countdown on health and climate change:
health at the mercy of fossil fuels - The
Lancet

[2] Monitoring climate change and child
health: The case for putting children in all
policies - PMC (nih.gov)

[3] Survey reveals scale of climate anxiety
among British children
(savethechildren.org.uk)

Research indicates that children are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate
change. Evidence from the 2022 Lancet Countdown report on health and climate
change, highlights trends in increased exposure to extreme weather events, increased
environmental suitability for infectious disease transmission and threats to food and
water security, putting children’s health and wellbeing at risk.["]

Harmful exposures during childhood can irreversibly define physical and mental health
and wellbeing, and children’s reliance on adults for their physical safety and emotional
development limits their capacity to control their environment. Climate change will add
extra pressure on already overwhelmed health systems, further undermining the rights
of the child to good health and access to health care, to an adequate standard of living
and to social security. The impacts of climate change and subsequent inequalities will
be felt most by the world’s poorest children./?
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)01540-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)01540-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)01540-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)01540-9/fulltext
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8751624/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8751624/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8751624/
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/news/media-centre/press-releases/survey-reveals-scale-of-climate-anxiety-among-british-children#:%7E:text=Survey%20reveals%20scale%20of%20climate%20anxiety%20among%20British%20children&text=Climate%20anxiety%20is%20rising%20in,up%20to%20COP27%20this%20weekend.
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/news/media-centre/press-releases/survey-reveals-scale-of-climate-anxiety-among-british-children#:%7E:text=Survey%20reveals%20scale%20of%20climate%20anxiety%20among%20British%20children&text=Climate%20anxiety%20is%20rising%20in,up%20to%20COP27%20this%20weekend.
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/news/media-centre/press-releases/survey-reveals-scale-of-climate-anxiety-among-british-children#:%7E:text=Survey%20reveals%20scale%20of%20climate%20anxiety%20among%20British%20children&text=Climate%20anxiety%20is%20rising%20in,up%20to%20COP27%20this%20weekend.

[4] Climate anxiety in children and young
people and their beliefs about government
responses to climate change: a global
survey - The Lancet Planetary Health

[5] Children and air pollution (who.int)

[6] REGULATION 30: ACTION TO
PREVENT FUTURE DEATHS (judiciary.uk)

[71 Northern Ireland | Asthma + Lung UK
(asthmaandlung.org.uk)

[8] Brumberg, H et al. (2021) Ambient Air
Pollution: Health Hazards to Children.
Pediatrics June 2021; 147

[9] Sustainable Health Equity: Achieving a
Net Zero UK (UCL) - Climate Change
Committee (theccc.org.uk)

[10] Health effects of air pollution - Northern
Ireland Air (airqualityni.co.uk)

[11]1 What Can We Do - Northern Ireland Air
(airqualityni.co.uk)

[12] 20.21.066 Draft Clean Air Strategy for
NI - Public Discussion Doc Final V6.PDF
(daera-ni.gov.uk)

[13] Landmark legal challenge over N
Ireland air _quality failure | Friends of the
Earth

Climate change is having negative implications for the physical and mental health of
young people. A survey of 3,000 (aged 12-18) children living in the UK, carried out by
Save the Children, revealed that climate anxiety is rising in children in the UK, with 70%
worried about the world they will inherit and 60% felt climate change and inequalities
are affecting their mental health and more than half (56%) believe it's causing a
deterioration in child mental health globally.?

In 2021 a global survey consisting of 10,000 young people (aged 16-25 years) was
carried out to investigate climate anxiety in children and its relationship with perceived
government response. Respondents across all countries reported a large amount of
worry, with almost 60% indicating that they were extremely or very worried, over 35%
moderately or a little worried and the remaining 5% were not worried. More than 45%
of respondents indicated that their feelings towards climate change negatively affected
their daily lives. Respondents rated governmental responses to climate change
negatively and that climate anxiety and distress were associated with perceived
inadequate government responses and associated feelings of betrayal./4

Research highlights clear links between air pollution and negative health outcomes.
While air pollution affects everyone, research shows that children are particularly
vulnerable especially those with existing health conditions.

The World Health Organization highlights several reasons why babies and children are
more vulnerable to air pollution than adults:®!

e Children’s lungs are still developing, and air pollution can interfere with this
biological process;

e Their bodies are less able to metabolize, detoxify, and excrete the toxicants
contained in air pollution;

e Their brains are still developing, and neurotoxic compounds in air pollution can
affect children’s cognitive development;

e They inhale more air per unit of bodyweight than adults;

e They are more active and therefore breathe in more air pollution;

e Babies born to women who were exposed to air pollution during their pregnancy
are more likely to be premature and low birthweight.

In 2013, a nine-year-old girl tragically died in the UK following an asthma attack. Air
pollution exposed from traffic emissions was a significant contributor to the cause of
death. Concerns raised by the coroner during the inquest included a) national limits for
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(21)00278-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(21)00278-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(21)00278-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(21)00278-3/fulltext
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-CED-PHE-18-01#:%7E:text=This%20report%20summarizes%20the%20latest%20scientific%20knowledge%20on,air%20pollution%20and%20adverse%20health%20effects%20in%20children.
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Ella-Kissi-Debrah-2021-0113-1.pdf
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Ella-Kissi-Debrah-2021-0113-1.pdf
https://www.asthmaandlung.org.uk/northern-ireland#:%7E:text=Key%20stats,receiving%20treatment%3B%20including%2036%2C000%20children.
https://www.asthmaandlung.org.uk/northern-ireland#:%7E:text=Key%20stats,receiving%20treatment%3B%20including%2036%2C000%20children.
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/147/6/e2021051484/180283/Ambient-Air-Pollution-Health-Hazards-to-Children?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/147/6/e2021051484/180283/Ambient-Air-Pollution-Health-Hazards-to-Children?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/147/6/e2021051484/180283/Ambient-Air-Pollution-Health-Hazards-to-Children?autologincheck=redirected
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/ucl-sustainable-health-equity-achieving-a-net-zero-uk/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/ucl-sustainable-health-equity-achieving-a-net-zero-uk/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/ucl-sustainable-health-equity-achieving-a-net-zero-uk/
https://www.airqualityni.co.uk/air-quality/health-effects#:%7E:text=Air%20pollution%20in%20the%20UK,the%20advice%20of%20their%20doctor.
https://www.airqualityni.co.uk/air-quality/health-effects#:%7E:text=Air%20pollution%20in%20the%20UK,the%20advice%20of%20their%20doctor.
https://www.airqualityni.co.uk/air-quality/what-can-we-do
https://www.airqualityni.co.uk/air-quality/what-can-we-do
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/daera/20.21.066%20Draft%20Clean%20Air%20Strategy%20for%20NI%20-%20Public%20Discussion%20Doc%20Final%20V6.PDF
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/daera/20.21.066%20Draft%20Clean%20Air%20Strategy%20for%20NI%20-%20Public%20Discussion%20Doc%20Final%20V6.PDF
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/daera/20.21.066%20Draft%20Clean%20Air%20Strategy%20for%20NI%20-%20Public%20Discussion%20Doc%20Final%20V6.PDF
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate/landmark-legal-challenge-over-n-ireland-air-quality-failure
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate/landmark-legal-challenge-over-n-ireland-air-quality-failure
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate/landmark-legal-challenge-over-n-ireland-air-quality-failure

[14] Court grants NI's children and young
people right to be heard in landmark air
quality case - Niccy

[15] How Noise Affects
HealthyChildren.org

Children -

[16] Hearing hybrid and electric vehicles
while quieting noise pollution | ScienceDaily

17
https://phw.nhs.wales/publications/publicati
ons1/inequality-in-a-future-wales-areas-for-
action-in-work-climate-and-demographic-

change/

[18] Cycling and walking for individual and
population health benefits: a rapid evidence
review (publishing.service.gov.uk)

[19] Safety in numbers: more walkers and
bicyclists, safer walking and bicycling | Injury
Prevention (bmj.com)

[20] Food and farming in Northern Ireland |
Friends of the Earth

[21] _ Clean-Water-For-All-Aug-18 final.pdf
(cehn.org)

[22] How Climate Change Will Alter Our
Food (columbia.edu)

[23] Northern Ireland deprivation: One in 10
children living with ‘food insecurity’ | Lisburn
Foodbank

particulate matter are set at a level far higher than WHO guidelines, b) a low public
awareness of the sources of information about national and local pollution levels and c)
the adverse effects of air pollution on health are not communicated to patients and
carers by medical and nursing professionals.®] Approximately 126,000 people in
Northern Ireland are receiving treatment for asthma, 36,000 of which are children.[”]

According to academic evidence, a range of negative health effects linked to children
and young people due to ambient air pollution is preventable. Initiatives such as
increased use of public transportation, ending the reliance on coal, oil and gas,
regulating industrial emissions and reducing exposure to traffic should help improve air
quality and community health® The Advisory Group Report for the UK Committee on
Climate Change highlights other local air pollutants sources that can cause health
issues, particular in children-®!

Air Quality Northern Ireland suggests that outdoor air pollution in the UK rarely rises to
levels that people would need to make major changes to how they live to avoid
exposure. However, adults and children with health problem (such as lung or heart
conditions) would be more sensitive to pollution and therefore advised to seek medical
advice when required.['%

The biggest source of air pollution in Northern Ireland comes from road traffic (especially
diesel vehicles), domestic use of solid fuels (especially coal for heating) and farming
activities such as animal storage, handing and spreading.['!]

In 2015, the Greater Belfast area was one of 37 UK reporting areas to breach the EU
Air Quality Directive’s annual mean limit value for nitrogen dioxide.['?]

Exhaust emissions testing on diesel cars in Northern Ireland at government-controlled
MOT vehicle testing centres was introduced in 2006 to ensure cars were not producing
excess pollution but testing was stopped after four months and never restarted. Friends
of the Earth Northern Ireland, backed by The Public Interest Litigation Support (PILS)
Project are taking legal proceeding against the Department for Infrastructure for
breaching its duty under vehicle testing law and its duty to protect public health and the
health of biodiversity and wildlife habitats.l'3l NICCY have been granted permission by
the High Court in Belfast to intervene in the ongoing Clear Air Northern Ireland
challenge.['4]
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https://www.niccy.org/news/court-grants-nis-children-and-young-people-right-to-be-heard-in-landmark-air-quality-case/
https://www.niccy.org/news/court-grants-nis-children-and-young-people-right-to-be-heard-in-landmark-air-quality-case/
https://www.niccy.org/news/court-grants-nis-children-and-young-people-right-to-be-heard-in-landmark-air-quality-case/
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/all-around/Pages/how-noise-affects-your-child.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/all-around/Pages/how-noise-affects-your-child.aspx
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/12/171205091534.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/12/171205091534.htm
https://phw.nhs.wales/publications/publications1/inequality-in-a-future-wales-areas-for-action-in-work-climate-and-demographic-change/
https://phw.nhs.wales/publications/publications1/inequality-in-a-future-wales-areas-for-action-in-work-climate-and-demographic-change/
https://phw.nhs.wales/publications/publications1/inequality-in-a-future-wales-areas-for-action-in-work-climate-and-demographic-change/
https://phw.nhs.wales/publications/publications1/inequality-in-a-future-wales-areas-for-action-in-work-climate-and-demographic-change/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5bf41840e5274a2af47c464e/Cycling_and_walking_for_individual_and_population_health_benefits.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5bf41840e5274a2af47c464e/Cycling_and_walking_for_individual_and_population_health_benefits.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5bf41840e5274a2af47c464e/Cycling_and_walking_for_individual_and_population_health_benefits.pdf
https://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/9/3/205
https://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/9/3/205
https://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/9/3/205
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/latest/food-and-farming-northern-ireland#:%7E:text=Factory%20farms%20are%20big%20polluters&text=Factory%20farming%20is%20a%20major,are%20damaged%20by%20farm%20pollution.
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/latest/food-and-farming-northern-ireland#:%7E:text=Factory%20farms%20are%20big%20polluters&text=Factory%20farming%20is%20a%20major,are%20damaged%20by%20farm%20pollution.
https://cehn.org/cleaner-water/
https://cehn.org/cleaner-water/
https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2018/07/25/climate-change-food-agriculture/
https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2018/07/25/climate-change-food-agriculture/
https://lisburn.foodbank.org.uk/2021/08/06/northern-ireland-deprivation-one-in-10-children-living-with-food-insecurity/
https://lisburn.foodbank.org.uk/2021/08/06/northern-ireland-deprivation-one-in-10-children-living-with-food-insecurity/
https://lisburn.foodbank.org.uk/2021/08/06/northern-ireland-deprivation-one-in-10-children-living-with-food-insecurity/

[24] How does flooding affect children? | The
Flood Hub

[25] Keeping children safe during a flood |
nidirect

Improving the quality of air can subsequently improve the quality of noise pollution.
Noise pollution, often referred to as ‘environmental noise’ comes from sources such as
road traffic, airplanes, trains, and wind farms, all of which can have harmful effects on
children’s learning, behaviour and sleep. Children living in more deprived environments
are more likely to be exposed to higher environmental noise levels than non-deprived
areas. In addition, children with special sensitivities such as ASD, ADHD, sensory
processing disorders or learning differences may be disturbed by sounds or noises that
usually don’t bother children without these conditions.[15]

Moving to electric vehicles (EVs) should help reduce noise pollution, however according
to research EVs are too quiet for hearing impaired pedestrians, therefore the European
Union is mandating that they are equipped with acoustic vehicle alerting systems.['6]

The initial equality screening for the Climate Change Strategy for Wales identified
gender, age and disability and race as the main areas where the Strategy would have
an impact. In relation to children and young people actions could have a positive impact
of increased opportunities for walking and cycling which could have additional benefits
of tackling obesity and encouraging healthy living. Further the very young are most at
risk from thermal extremes.['"]

According to Public Health England, health benefits of walking and cycling outweigh any
potential health risks and harms, for example from injury or pollution ['8 and policies that
increase the number of people walking and cycling appears to be an effective route to
improving safety as motorists are less likely to collide if more people walk or cycle. ['9

Actions set out in the draft Climate Action Plan that aim to reduce the number of vehicles
on our roads or promote the shift to cleaner vehicles should help to address levels of air
pollution, which is notable higher in urban centres, arising primarily from diesel engine
road traffic.

Friends of the Earth reported that ammonia emissions levels in Northern Ireland are 4
times higher than the rest of the UK per person and over 98% of our protected sites are
badly damaged by agricultural pollution.?9 Recent public campaigns/action groups
setup to protect Lough Neagh against the toxic blue-green algae has raised fears about
the safety of drinking water supplied from Lough Neagh, which equates to 40% of
Northern Ireland’s drinking water. Water pollution impacts us all, but children and infants
are especially at risk of contaminated water since their primary organs are still
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https://thefloodhub.co.uk/landscapes-to-lifescapes-7/#:%7E:text=They%20are%20fantastic%20communicators%20and,tensions%20that%20flooding%20brings%20about.
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https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/keeping-children-safe-during-flood
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/keeping-children-safe-during-flood

developing and its harder for them to break down and get rid of any harmful chemicals
that enter their bodies. Also, children tend to drink more water per body weight than
adults and typically swallow more water when swimming.[?!

80% of the world’s crops are rainfed, therefore most farmers rely on the weather to
produce their crops, however extreme weather patterns are threatening the quantity and
quality of our food supplies. Other threats to food supplies include increasing levels of
carbon dioxide and sea level rise. 1221 According to Lisburn Foodbank (August 2021),
one in 10 children in Northern Ireland live in a ‘food insecure’ household, i.e., not having
access to sufficient, varied food to maintain an active and healthy lifestyle. 1231

The Future Farm Support and Development Programme encourages new efficient
farming practices that will enhance our natural environment, for example improvements
in habitat management, biodiversity, soil health and air and water quality. Also, building
the resilience of farm businesses should reduce the negative health impact of stress to
which households, and thereby children, are exposed.

Climate change increases the chances of flooding which can impact businesses,
services, and people’s daily lives. Children can be acutely affected during and after
flooding, from losing their homes and familiar surroundings to witnessing strain and
tensions that flooding can bring to a household.[? Also, flood water could contain
sewage and contaminate drinking water which is a threat to health and safety.?%! Flood
Maps NI enables users to access the latest flood hazard information available from
government.

(as above)

[1] Poverty in Northern Ireland 2022 | JRF

[2] NGO Stakeholder Report — Children’s
Law Centre (childrenslawcentre.org.uk)

[31
committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/
114043/html/

Child Povert

According to the Poverty in Northern Ireland 2022 JRF report, nearly one-in-five people
in Northern Ireland live in poverty with the rate highest among children, one in four
(24%), equating to over 100,000 children living in poverty. Yet, overall, poverty in
Northern Ireland is the lowest of any country within the UK. The report also suggests
that according to the latest survey of housing in Northern Ireland data, effective policy
has helped to weaken the link between poor quality housing conditions and poverty and
that the most energy efficient housing in Northern Ireland comes from the social rented
sector, while the private rented sector and owner-occupied households tend to have a
lower energy efficiency rating."
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The Northern Ireland NGO Stakeholders report (prepared by the children’s law centre)
states that children living in poverty, experience poorer education, housing, social
environment, and health outcomes and that there is a widening gap between the health
of children from affluent and deprived backgrounds.[?

In June 2022 National Energy Action Northern Ireland, partnered with a market research
company LucidTalk, carried out a Northern Ireland wide survey to assess the impact of
rising energy prices on households in Northern Ireland. Findings indicates that 45% of
households spent more than 10% of their total household income on their energy costs
and therefore living in fuel poverty. Children living in cold homes are more than twice as
likely to suffer from respiratory problems as children living in warm homes. Evidence
from the Northern Ireland Fuel Poverty Coalition suggests that babies and young
children are among the most vulnerable to the negative impacts of fuel poverty.[!

The potential impacts on household energy bills will need to be continually monitored to
ensure that measures outlined in the draft Climate Action Plan do not have a negative
long-term impact on children.

(as above)

[1] Climate change education | Articles

(unesco.orqg)

[2] Youth demands for quality climate
change education - UNESCO Digital Library

[3] YouGov survey - Climate Change
Education

[4] Millions want more climate change
education | Zurich UK News

[5] Survey Analysis - Published 12.10.22.pdf
(independentreviewofeducation.org.uk)

[6] Climate CALM for KS2
(keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org)

Climate Change Education for children/young people:

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
acknowledges the importance of education and training to address climate change and
encourages countries and key stakeholders to focus on ensuring all learning institutions
(from early years through to adult education) are climate ready.["

A global online survey consisting of nearly 17,500 young people, aged between 11 and
19, revealed that 91% of children learnt about climate change education at school but
70% of young people questioned the quality of the climate change education that they
received. 45% respondents from Europe and North America indicated that they knew a
lot about climate change and can explain it well, 43% have heard about climate change
and can explain the broad principles only, 10% heard about climate change but couldn’t
explain what it is and 2% knew nothing about climate change.?

In 2019, Oxfam on behalf of UK Student Climate Network (UKSCN), commissioned
YouGov to survey primary and secondary school teachers on their views on climate
change education and the curriculum. Out of the 350 responses received, 75% of
teachers felt they had not received adequate training to educate students about climate
change and 69% of teachers felt there should be more teaching about climate change
in UK schools.®!
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[7]1 Introduction to Eco-Schools (eco-

schoolsni.org)

[8] Education
Research

and learning - Forest

[9] Our Work in Northern Ireland - Woodland
Trust

[10] *Woodland cover targets Impact

Assessment.pdf (defra.gov.uk)

[11] Draft Circular Economy Strateqy -
Screening Document (economy-ni.gov.uk)

[12] The Path to Net Zero Energy. Safe.
Affordable. Clean. (economy-ni.gov.uk)

[13] Skills Strategy for Northern Ireland.

Skills for a 10X Economy. (economy-
ni.gov.uk)
[14] Qualifications and Destinations of

Northern Ireland School Leavers

[15] EducationKeylnequalities-
FinalStatement.pdf (equalityni.orq)

In March 2020 Zurich Insurance ahead of its first Youth Against Carbon Conference,
surveyed 2012 young people aged between 7 and 17 in the UK, revealed that nearly a
quarter (24%) don’t believe young voices are being listed to on climate change and
nearly one third (32%) would like to see topics on climate change and sustainability to
be covered at school.l

An independent review of education Northern Ireland launched a survey in December
2021 to capture the view of individuals with an interest in education, including the
experiences of young people. Respondents were asked to select a maximum of three
issues from a set list in relation to the education system as a whole and out of the 1234
responses received, the lowest issue highlighted was ‘Ensuring education plays a role
in increasing awareness of climate change’ (17.5%).15

In response to the need for climate change education, Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful
(KNIB), funded by DAERA, have developed, and delivered educational programmes for
students at key stage 3 and above. These include the Carbon Smart Studies
Programme and the new OCN NI Level 2 Certificate in Reducing Carbon Footprint
through Environmental Action. This Level 2 Certificate, which has been approved by the
Department for Education, is the first qualification of its kind in Northern Ireland and is
available from September 2022, in four centres — Dungannon, Derry/Londonderry,
Dunmurry and Castlereagh. The aim of the qualification is to provide pupils with an
understanding of the impact of carbon dioxide emissions on climate change and how
individuals, communities and organisation may contribute to reducing these. Prior to
delivering the course, teachers are required to complete accredited Carbon Literacy
training, delivered by Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful.

For key stage 2 and above, KNIB have developed the Climate CALM programme in
partnership with Twinkl which can be used to raise awareness about climate change in
primary schools and supports children to maintain good mental health through the
process. The programme aligns with the five NHS ways of wellbeing, which includes
connecting, being present, being active, learning and giving.®

The Eco-Schools programme, developed in 1994, is the world’s largest environmental
education programme and aims to make environmental awareness and action a core
part of the life and ethos of a school. The programme focuses on ten key environmental
topics (litter, waste, energy, water, transport, healthy living, biodiversity, schools’
grounds/outdoor learning, global perspective, and climate change) and currently
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consists of around 15 million pupils in 59,000 schools. All schools in Northern Ireland
are now registered on the Eco-Schools Programme and Northern Ireland is ranked sixth
out of the 67 participating countries for the number of Green Flag Status Schools.["]

According to Forest Research, learning outdoors has a range of positive impacts on
children and young people, such as gaining knowledge and understanding of the
environment, respect for nature as well as improving communication skills, physical
fitness, and motor skills.®!

Northern Ireland is one of the least-wooded regions in Europe, with just 8.7% woodland
cover with the European average of 37%.1°! Forest for Our Future programme aims to
plan 18 million trees or 9,000 hectares of new woodland over the next 10 years to help
our environment and economy. Increasing woodland cover should have an indirect
positive impact on children and young people (especially those living in deprived urban
areas) by contributing to a healthier, quality environment and increasing the amount of
greenspace available. There is limited information available on the number of jobs that
may be required to support an increase in afforestation. Calculations based on the
August 2021 Forestry Skills Forum ‘Forestry Workforce Research’ report estimates one
job for every five ha of new woodland cover, this figure is for England only and accounts
for woodland creation, harvesting and restocking and does not include potential indirect
jobs such as tourism.['0]

The draft Circular Economy Strategy screening document recommends ‘design of future
skills programmes and review of current programmes to support a Just Transition’ and
will work closely with the relevant departments in the development of new circular skills
and training needs.['"l The ‘Energy Strategy for Northern Ireland’ aims to identify gaps
and the skills needed from the education and training sectors in the short, medium and
long-term.['2l and the Skills for a 10x economy sets a strategic framework for the
development of our skills system to 2030.1"3!

The Department of Education report that school leavers from a minority ethnic
background are more likely to leave school without any formal qualifications (1.3 per
cent compared to 0.7 per cent of white school leavers), ['*] and the Equality Commission
for Northern Ireland estimated that in 2017 between just over half and 8 out of 10
Traveller children leave school with no GCSEs.["5]
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Considering children in policy making

(as above) [11 Monitoring climate change and child

health: The case for putting children in all | Evidence suggests that prioritising children in climate related policies has the potential

policies - PMC (nih.gov) to transform their health and wellbeing for the better, for example via cleaner air and
safer streets, green space, and employment opportunities in a green economy. Children

[2] Are-climate-change-policies-child- | in all Policies 2030 (CAP-2030) which was launched in April 2021, aims to join the voices

sensitive-2020 _0.pdf (unicef.org) of numerous groups to centre children’s health and wellbeing in sustainable
development. This initiative will support policymakers with evidence and data about the

[3] ChilrenOnePager.pdf (ohchr.org) impact on children, and what works to protect them now and in the future.l

[4] Home - Niccy UNICEF reported in their ‘Are Climate Change Policies Child-Sensitive? A Guide For

Action?’ report that despite their disproportionate vulnerability, children are consistently
overlooked in the design and content of climate policies and related processes.
Representing approximately one-third of the global population, and facing an
increasingly uncertain and unstable future, it is impossible to overstate children’s stake
in effective climate policies and action.l?

An analytical study on the relationship between climate change and the full and effective
enjoyment of the rights of the child was carried out by the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in consultation with member States and
other relevant stakeholders. Key recommendations from the study suggests that to fulfil
children’s rights, states should improve their understanding of the relationship between
climate change and children’s rights by collecting disaggregated data, conducting
impact assessments, promoting intersectoral cooperation and setting up consultative
and reporting mechanisms focussed on the rights of children.ll

The UK Government has agreed to the commitments contained in the United Nations
Convention of the Child (UNCRC). The 42 rights are underpinned by 4 general
principles, which are, the right to have their best interests come first, the right to have
their views respected, right to life, survival, protection, and safety and protect from
discrimination. The Northern Ireland Commissioner for Children and Young People
(NICCY) advise that children’s impact assessments (CRIA) are carried out when
developing law, policy or making decisions that directly or indirectly impact children.
This will enable governments to consider their obligations under the UNCRC early in
the policy formation process./

Access to climate justice for children
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Make sure children are supported to access justice — that is, solutions, support and
compensation for the harm and consequences they are experiencing — at national,
regional, and international levels.

Question 10: What key missing information / evidence would have been beneficial to your analysis?

Incomplete robust data on how all individual policies or proposals set out in the draft CAP will impact children’s rights. The policies and proposals included
in the draft Climate Action Plan are at varying stages of implementation and development. Polices at the early development stage will assess its impact on
children and identify any negative impacts on children and promote children’s rights and best interests.

Data on air polluted related ilinesses from hospitals, health trusts and GP surgeries at a local level. Combining air pollution and health data at local level
would be useful to gain a better understanding on the impact of air pollution on health.

Potential job opportunities — approx. number and types of jobs required to support initiative set out in the draft Climate Action Plan.

Information on how climate education and training is currently embedded within the school curriculum.

Statistics on traffic accidents involving children whilst walking or cycling.

Other key data includes access to green spaces, pollution of waterways, ammonia levels, biodiversity loss, soil health, consumption/material footprint/access
to healthy/affordable food.

Question 11: What existing evidence on children and young people views has been considered in the development of the proposal or measure?

Gr_oup of Source of Information Pleas_e prowde a brief What were the findings?
children description of process
Aoutnotal cgo ?95 Consultation exercise Xz(tahorit Educ\:(a;ﬁﬂ The consultation sessions reiterated the need for a cultural shift in attitudes and
young = people, . onty behaviours of the general public, and whilst many of the suggested changes were
age 14 to 25 | with young people to | Service (EAYS) ) . .

I . welcomed; there was an overarching concern around increased costs, lack of
years, from a | hear their views on | facilitated three
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range of age
groups, urban
and rural
locations and
levels of
knowledge and
interest in

climate change
and
environmental
issues.

2030 and 2040
emission  reduction
targets and first three
Carbon Budgets &
views on the Climate
Change Committee
(CCC) Advice Report
— The Path to a Net
Zero Northern Ireland

separate consultation

sessions between
September and
October 2023, to

explore attitudes and
behaviour towards
climate action, the
main actions required
in a carbon budget
across different
sectors and
exploration of the main
barriers to achieving
emission targets.

Each focus group was
tailored to the existing
knowledge of the
participants and their
level of awareness and

interest in  climate
action, whilst DAERA
provided an
educational
presentation
explaining Carbon

Budgets and emission
reduction targets.

convenient options and poor infrastructure, particularly with regards to accessibility and
transportation in rural areas.

Young people on average, prioritised improving emissions in transportation sector,
energy efficiency in buildings, agriculture, and farming, and using more renewable
energy sources. They analysed strengths, barriers and opportunities in all of the
sectors, with some key considerations and innovative ideas that could be taken forward
and implemented.

The young people considered the three options recommended in CCC Advice Report,
for a Balanced Pathway (83% overall reduction), Stretch Ambition Pathway (93% overall
reduction) and Speculative Pathway (100% net zero). Although all young people felt the
urgency and need to aspire to the Speculative Pathway to truly achieve net zero, 61%
favoured the Stretch Ambition as the most impactful, yet realistic option.

Post Primary
young people
across Local
Government
District  (LGD)
areas.

EA Youth Voice
Groups, several

Online  Survey/Co-
Design Group
Discussion

Consultation with
Children and Young
People on a Green
Growth and Climate

EAYS Planning and
Monitoring team, in
collaboration with
EAYS Participation
team, designed an
online survey for young
people to complete.
The survey was made
available to  post-

Young people who participated in the online survey and the group discussions showed
a high degree of interest in the natural environment and climate change, its impact, and
the responses to it at individual, local and national levels.

The destruction of nature, the pollution of oceans and rivers, along with pollution caused
by plastic were among the highest environmental concerns that young people felt
strongly about. They shared multiple and repeatable suggestions on enhancing
recycling, penalising pollution industries, and restoring/adapting local civic pride in
urban communities.
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conservation
groups
CAFRE.

and

Northern Ireland
Youth Assembly
Environment
Committee.

Change Strategy for
Northern Ireland

primary young people
across LGD areas.
Received 183
responses and results
of the survey were then
utilised to set the key
themes for discussion
via the young person’s
co-design focus group.

The Co-design focus
group consisted of 12
young people from EA
Youth Voice groups,
several conservation
groups and CAFRE.

DAERA permanent
secretary and the
Climate Change and
Green Growth Policy
Director and Assistant
Director presented to
the Northern Ireland
Youth Assembly
Environment

Committee on work
being done to respond
to the challenges of
climate change and

improving the
environment and have
expressed their

commitment to working
with the new Youth
Assembly once
elected.

Transport emerged as a major theme, with the introduction of electric trams, cheaper
and more frequent public transport and increasing greenways in urban areas being
among the most supported initiatives.

The young people showed a high degree of concern/anxiety over climate change.
Aspects of rising sea-levels, the use of fossil fuels and the expansion of deserts were
somewhat less important than those relating to pollution and damage to the natural
environment. Strongly supported the use of renewable energy and the reform of the
agriculture sector to a more sustainable basis, whilst acknowledging its pivotal role in
the Northern Ireland economy and the need to protect it.

Due to the high degree of interest and concern for the environment, young people were
more likely to take self-direction action in their local communities through recycling, tree
planting, litter picking and cutting back on single use plastics. They planned to become
more knowledgeable, though it was clear a more cohesive information strategy on a
multi-agency basis was required to make information readily available via dedicated
websites and social media.

There was a strong favour towards an educational response to the information shortfall
by formalising and reinforcing the environment content in the school curriculum.

Young people believed that green growth and climate change merited a government
policy importance, equal to priorities such as health and education.

Given that the majority believed that human activity contributed significantly to global
warming it is significant that there was not a widespread endorsement of the
effectiveness of government regulations in reducing climate change. Many young
people cited the cost to individuals and to the country as key barriers to change at the
systemic level and individual lifestyle choices.
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Question 12: What groups of children and young people have been directly involved in developing the proposal or measure?

Groups involved
[ if those affected by the proposal]

O

How were they involved?

What were the findings?

Young People from a range of
backgrounds and geographical
locations across Northern Ireland.

Draft Climate Action
workshops.

Plan development

Engaged with around 40 young people from a
range of backgrounds and geographical
locations across Northern Ireland.

Explored attitudes and behaviour towards
climate action, evaluated strengths and
challenges in location communities and
developed ideas for short and long-term
climate action goals.

The EAYS alongside DAERA representatives
facilitated workshops with each focus group
tailored to the participants and their level of
awareness and interest in climate action.

Findings from the focus groups are to be
shared with all departments developing
policies and proposals for the draft Climate
Action Plan.

Awareness Levels - Young people who participated
in the focus groups had varying levels of awareness
of climate and environmental issues.

Priorities - Majority thought climate change should be
prioritised but felt it was less important than other
prevalent issues such as mental health, education
and inclusion.

Attitudes & Behaviours - Some attitudinal and
behavioural changes were considered more realistic
and achievable than others, such as reducing waste,
reusing items and recycling. Some find it hard to
imagine transport changes, particularly those living
in rural areas. They felt it was important to minimise
the rural and urban divide and ensure accessibility
for all.

Awareness & Cost - It was clear that young people
are less likely to engage in climate action due to lack
of knowledge and awareness of opportunities in their
local communities. Cost and convenience are major
factors impacting their likelihood to choose ‘the
green option’. Bureaucracy can also have a negative
impact on up-take.

Consumerism & Sustainability - Participants felt that
there should be a focus on reduced consumerism
and an emphasis on local businesses and produce.
They felt strongly about ‘eco-duty’ for business and
industry, and in farming and agriculture. Young
people with agricultural experience advocated for
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reducing fertiliser usage, sustainable farming and
reducing animal product wastage.

Education - Education and awareness raising was a
reoccurring theme and young people expressed a
desire for more content to be taught in school and
youth provision, particularly around green jobs.

Changing the Narrative - Young people were keen to
see more local celebrities, social media influencers
and political representatives as ambassadors for
climate action and wished to change the media
narrative to showcasing and celebrating the
innovation across the region, encouraging more
people to get involved in this important area.

Question 13: What stakeholder groups have been engaged in developing/reviewing the proposal or measure?

Stakeholder group

How were they involved?

What were the findings?

Strategic Oversight Board - DAERA is working
with Northern Ireland departments and key
stakeholders to develop the draft CAP

NICCY
The Education Authority Youth Service and

young people from a range of backgrounds and
geographical locations across Northern Ireland.

Engagement
sessions/events/meetings
(online and in person across
Northern Ireland)

Focus Groups

Public consultation

Achieving the target of net zero emissions by 2050 requires
meaningful collaboration across public, private, voluntary and

community sectors.
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STAGE 4: ASSESSING THE IMPACT

Complete questions 14-16 for each option being considered

Question 14: What impact will (or does) the proposal or measure have on children and young people’s rights?

Type of impact [please highlight]

Justification for Argument

likely or actual short/medium/long-term
outcomes

Positive

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions with actions set out in the draft
Climate Action Plan across transport, agricultural, waste, energy and
others should help protect and enhance biodiversity and the national
environment, whilst providing opportunities for the economy, job creation
and better health.

Potential positive impacts may include:

Improved children’s health and well-being associated with
cleaner air (indoors and outdoors) and subsequently reduce
strain on the NHS.

As well as improving our quality of life, green spaces can help to
make us physically healthier and improve our mental wellbeing.
Better standard of living by providing children and young people
access to a warm and healthy home.

Minimising family stress to heat our homes by reduced heating
bills.

Supporting children in families at risk of fuel poverty/low-income
households.

Recruitment and development opportunities for school leavers
and apprentices.

Less cars on the road should make it safer for children to move
around and play outside.

Eliminating the need to travel by facilitating remote working and
on-line services will reduce the time spent commuting to and from
work and as a result reduce parental stress and fatigue, which

Likely medium and long-term outcomes
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will have a positive impact on children’s social and emotional
behaviour.

e Less cars and better use of electric vehicles should help reduce
noise pollution caused by transportation, which will have a
positive effect on both humans and animals.

e Reduced waste sent to landfill sites could in the long-term
increase the amount of greenspace available providing
significant benefits to children’s physical, mental and social
development.

e Planting more trees and creating new woodland areas will
contribute to a healthier and quality environment and could
provide additional opportunities for the development of children’s
outdoor learning, physical activity and personal connection with
nature and the environment.

e There is potential to grow Northern Ireland economy and move
towards greener, more sustainable technologies and jobs.

e Ahealthier environment has potential to increase productivity, via
tourism, fishing or agricultural.

Negative (potential)

Failure to decarbonise the economy can result in missed opportunities for
green job creation, innovation, and sustainable economic growth.
Negative economic conditions can adversely affect mental health in
children as a result of stress within the households, for example due to
changes in parental employment and hours worked, increased job
insecurity and financial pressures to pay the bills and put food on the
table.

Government will need to ensure additional resources are available to fund
the draft Climate Action Plan and that the ‘Just Transition’ principle is
followed. If not, there is real danger of an increase in child poverty and
less resources available for service delivery which children and young
people depend on, including local youth clubs, football clubs etc.

Also, it is important that the draft Climate Action Plan does not intensify
fuel poverty, which would have a negative impact on children leading to
a greater risk of both physical and mental health problems.

Likely medium and long-term outcomes
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Encouraging children to make more journeys by bicycle or foot may result
in increased road injuries.

Neutral impacts

No neutral impacts identified at this stage.

Question 15: Will there be (or are there) different impacts on different groups of children and young people?

Group of children affected

Initial analysis of the positive impact on rights

Initial analysis of the negative impact on rights

Children living in deprived areas,
children with health problems and
young babies are more vulnerable to
air pollutants.

Measures outlined in the draft Climate Action Plan to
improve the air that we breathe will have a positive
impact on a child’s rights to enjoy a long, healthy active
life.

Children with special sensitivities
such as ASD, ADHD or learning
disabilities may be disturbed more by
noise from road traffic than children
without these conditions.

Measures outlined in the draft Climate Action Plan to
reduce the number of cars on the road, should help
reduce noise pollution which will have a positive impact
on a child’s rights to enjoy a long, healthy active life.

Children with hearing impairment.

Measures outlined in the draft Climate Action Plan to
move to electric and hybrid vehicles will make it harder
for children to hear vehicles approaching which could
have a negative impact on children with hearing
impairment, and therefore negatively impact on their
rights to enjoy a long, healthy active life.

Babies and the very young are more
vulnerable to heat-related illness due

Measures outlined in the draft Climate Action Plan to
improve energy efficiency (for example, insulating
homes and moving to renewable energy) and to plant
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to the inability to adapt their

behaviour to keep cool.

more trees which will provide shade and cool the
atmosphere will have a positive impact on a child’s
rights to enjoy a long, healthy active life.

Children living close to a main road
and/or in an urban setting are more
exposed to air and noise pollution
than a child who lives in a rural setting
far from high volumes of traffic.

Measures outlined in the draft Climate Action Plan to
improve air quality and reduce road traffic will have a
positive impact on a child’s rights to enjoy a long,
healthy active life.

Children with disabilities and children
living in places more affected by
disasters and climate change.

Measure outlined in the draft Climate Action Plan to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions will lessen the risks
of disasters and climate change which will have a
positive impact on a child’s rights to enjoy a long,
healthy active life.

Children in families living in deprived
areas and/or in low incomes are more
at risk of fuel poverty.

Measures outlined in the draft Climate Action Plan to
combat fuel poverty will have a positive impact on a
child’s rights.

It is important that initiatives set out in the draft Climate
Action Plan does not intensify fuel poverty, which would
have a negative impact on children leading to a greater
risk of both physical and mental health problems.

Children that are more active.

Measures outlined in the draft Climate Action Plan to
encourage active travel (walking or cycling) will help to
improve their physical and mental health which will
have a positive impact on a child’s rights to enjoy a
long, healthy active life.

It is important that initiatives set out in the draft Climate
Action Plan to encourage active travel does not
increase road injuries, which would have a negative
impact on a child’s right to enjoy a long, healthy active
life.
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Question 16: If a negative impact is identified for any area of rights or any group of children and young people, what options are there to modify
the proposal or measure to mitigate the impact?

Negative impact

What options are there to modify the measure(s) or mitigate the impact?

Failure to decarbonise the

economy.

Continually assess the impact of the climate mitigation policies/proposals on the economy and update/amend actions
accordingly.

Potential increase in child poverty
and less resources available for
service delivery which children and
young people depend on.

Ensure that the ‘Just Transition’ principles are followed.
Assurance that the cost of achieving the draft Climate Action Plan will not impact service delivery which children and
young people depend on, including local youth clubs, football clubs etc.

It is important that initiatives set
out in the draft Climate Action Plan
does not intensify fuel poverty,
which would have a negative
impact on children leading to a
greater risk of both physical and
mental health problems.

Government funded schemed aimed to alleviate fuel poverty will need to address rising energy costs.

Low noise levels of electric and
hybrid vehicles will make it harder
for children to hear vehicles
approaching which could have a
negative impact on children with
hearing impairment, and therefore
negatively impact on their rights to
enjoy a long, healthy active life.

Educate and raise awareness of the dangers of electric and hybrid vehicles.

Road injuries from increased
walking/use of bicycles may have
a negative impact on a child’s right
to relax, play and take part in
cultural and artistic activities.

Educate and raise awareness on how to be aware of and visible to drivers when walking or cycling, e.g. walking on
correct side of the road, wearing high visibility clothing and paying attention.

Improving roads and traffic signs and increasing penalties for road users who disregard road safety.

Increase and improve cycles lanes.
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STAGE 5: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Question 17: In summary, what are your key findings on the impact of the measure or proposal on children and young people’s rights?

Key findings have indicated that children are among the most vulnerable and disadvantaged to the impacts of climate change and related risks such as
air pollution, mental health, extreme weather events and poverty. The likely effects, of the draft Climate Action Plan, on a child will be influenced by
factors such as where a child lives, their socio-economic status and health and disabilities. The development and delivery of policies and proposals set
out in the draft Climate Action Plan should help improve the quality of life for children and their families by improving air quality, protecting, and improving
our natural environment, creating more sustainable infrastructure, and replacing polluting technologies. Creating a more sustainable future should
increase young people’s opportunities to develop green skills and technical capabilities, thereby increasing their likelihood of finding decent work.
Education and training on climate change is essential to help children understand the impacts of climate change on our environment and empowering
them with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to take action to combat climate change. Also, supporting children to feel valued and involved in the design
of climate polices and related processes, is likely to support children’s wellbeing, given that anxiety of climate change is high.

NICCY calls for the draft Climate Action Plan to provide access to justice pathways for children, including complaints mechanisms that are child-friendly,
gender-responsive and disability-inclusive, to ensure their engagement with effective judicial, quasi-judicial and non-judicial mechanisms, including child-
centred national human rights institutions, in respect of violations of their rights relating to environmental harm. This includes removing barriers for children
to initiate proceedings themselves, adjusting the rules of standing and empowering national human rights institutions with mandates to receive complaints
from children.

Whilst it is not possible to quantify impacts at this stage, given the limitation of current evidence, all government departments responsible for the
implementation of the draft Climate Action Plan will have a duty to identify any negative impacts on children and promote children’s rights and best
interests. Northern Ireland departments will be responsible for carrying out a CRIA on individual policies and proposals set out in the draft Climate Action
Plan, which are at the early stages of development. This CRIA will be an ongoing process that is subject to review and updated with any positive or
negative impacts to children’s rights identified through the planned consultation process or during the life cycle of the draft Climate Action Plan. All
negative impacts will be considered and where possible avoided or mitigated.
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