STATEMENT OF CASE Re LA10/2017/1249/F AIL1050 AIL1060 TrC 080/20-1 TrC
081/20-1

| object most strongly to the proposed gold mine in Co Tyrone. This would have the potential to
damage our land, water and air. It has already damaged community relations in a once tightly
knit area.

Water has been called “mining’s most common casualty” ([ ilif interview, Mineral Policy
Center, Washington DC]. Most methods used to mine require significant amounts of water for
separating minerals, cooling machinery and controlling dust. Waste from mining and
processing, including residual minerals and chemicals, can contaminate water. Water can also
become disrupted through sedimentation, caused by built roads and the installation of the
electric posts during exploration. This can disturb the water and affect aquatic beings.
Additionally, water pollution from mine waste rock and tailings may need to be managed for
decades, if not centuries, after closure.

The Owenkillew river which will bear the brunt of pollution (you don’t mine without pollution) is
part of the Foyle river system. The Owenkillew flows down to Newtownstewart. Water is pumped
from the river at Newtownstewart to Castlederg Water Treatment Plant where it is treated and
put out for public consumption. This water treatment plant services a wide area of West Tyrone.

_of seeing any test results in relation to heavy metals

being carried out by the Water Service. | am concerned how thorough and transparent the water
testing is in Northern Ireland. Specifically, | am concerned at the lack of validation and
verification of chemical testing being carried out on the drinking water supply, sourced from the
Owenkillew River.

The DAERA website states that “Rivers are monitored both chemically [since early 1970’s] and
biologically [since 1990’s], to assess their water quality and their level of compliance with a
range of national standards, European Union [EU] Directives and international agreements.”

Due to the gold mining being a new source of potential contamination, | am concerned that
there are insufficient chemical tests for heavy metals being carried out on the Owenkillew River,
which could be contaminated from the mining. | believe this is a necessary validation and
verification activity, specifically due to the public health and environmental risks of the mining
operations. | believe that additional chemical testing needs to be carried out here for heavy
metals, from the new source of potential contamination - the mining activity.

WHO state that “Most chemicals arising in drinking water are of health concern only after
extended exposure of years, rather than months. The principal exception is nitrate. Typically,
changes in water quality occur progressively, except for those substances that are discharged or
leach intermittently to flowing surface waters or groundwater supplies from, for example,
contaminated landfill sites”. [WHO, 2022, Section 8, Guidelines for drinking — water quality:
fourth edition incorporating the first and second addenda] It is concerning that the:

Source — pathway — receptor model
[ mining contamination —waterway — human health]
Will not be visible imminently.

Therefore precaution must be taken to ensure that the water is adequately assessed.



In assessing this application, the applicant and the Regional Planning Service have failed to fully
apply and meet the requirements of the Planning [Environmental Impact Assessment]
Regulations [EIA Regs]. This includes failure to establish a complete baseline analysis as
required by the EIA Regs. This breach of the EIA Regs arises from [inter alia] a failure to address
the following questions and issues:

Have the Water Service tested and measured the raw water in the Owenkillew river for
any of the metals that will be exposed if the mining is allowed; when did this testing take
place and over what period of time

What chemicals are specifically being tested for, since the mining activity has started,
which would be sourced from the mine?

As per the WHO guidance, what validation and verification water testing is being carried
out?

Is there a WHO Water Safety Plan implemented for this area?
How far back do Owenkillew River water quality records exist, and to what extent?

How will Dalradians demands for water be accommodated when in any period of dry
weather the local community including my own home are required to conserve water?

Mining and the cone of depression go hand in hand. If you dig a hole that would fit 3
Eiffel Towers on top of each other (they are asking permission for 900 m ) What will be
the radius of influence of such a hole?

What will the effect be on farming, fishing, flora, fauna and the Owenkillew river itself if
mining as proposed takes place?

How does the applicant propose to deal with the volume of minewater — including
storage and treatment?

Since nitrate is produced both by farming and in gold mining, what is being done to
properly distinguish potential nitrate pollution from both the farming and the mining
activity?

This project has had a very divisive influence on our community. In my opinion the sooner itis
closed down the better for all. We had our own way of life, culture and customs and the sooner
we get back to it the better.





