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Significant Water Management Issues 2025 - Annex

Abbreviations

abbreviation name

AONB Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
ASSI Area of Special Scientific Interest
EQS Environmental Quality Standard

GWB Groundwater Body

IED Industrial Emissions Directive

LMA Local Management Area

NIEA Northern Ireland Environment Agency
POMs Programme of Measures

RBD River Basin District

SAC Special Areas of Conservation

SPA Special Protection Area

SWMI Significant Water Management Issues
uPBT ubiquitous, persistent, bioaccumulative, toxic
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Significant Water Management Issues 2025 - Annex

1. Structure of document

The report is structured by river basin district, with a summary for each Local Management
Area (LMA). The LMA section starts with a map showing the 2024 ecological status of each
surface waterbody within the LMA followed by tables comparing its ecological status since
2015 and its chemical status since 2021. For groundwater, a map shows the current
chemical status for both bedrock and superficial groundwater bodies, followed by a
comparison table which shows chemical and quantitative status from 2015 & 2021.

Surface water bodies (rivers and lakes) lie completely within one LMA boundary. However,
groundwater bodies do not align with the LMA boundaries. Depending on the scale of the
ground waterbody, it may encompass one or more LMAs. Where this is the case, pressure
assessment will be assigned to one LMA only. This will be identified in the groundwater

section for the relevant LMA.

In the summary of each LMA the text refers to waterbodies which for the purpose of this
report are lakes, rivers, coastal and transitional waters and groundwater. It also includes
coastal interbasins. Coastal interbasins are small catchments (< 10 km?) that have not been

identified as separate waterbodies and therefore do not have a classification status.

The surface water maps display lakes, rivers, transitional & coastal waters and coastal
interbasins. The groundwater map shows groundwater bodies. The graphs showing
pressures for each LMA include all the above water types. However, the tables shown in this
report do not include coastal interbasins as they do not have a classification status. The
maps have included them to avoid gaps and have taken classification status from the

neighbouring waterbody.
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2. North Western R iver Basin District

2.1 Overview of the Roe L ocal Management Area

The Roe LMA spans approximately 580 km2 and forms part of the North Western River Basin
District. The River Roe originates at an elevation of around 400 metres in the Sperrin
Mountains, County Tyrone, and flows northward through the landscape. Along its course, it is
joined by tributaries such as the Owenrigh, Owenbeg, and Curly River, as well as numerous
smaller streams, before ultimately discharging into Lough Foyle.

In addition to the River Roe, several smaller rivers within the LMA, namely the Bessbrook,
Ballykelly, Faughanvale, and Muff, flow directly into Lough Foyle. The Roe River is classified
as a transitional waterbody from Roe Bridge on the B69 to its mouth at Lough Foyle. Notably,
Lough Foyle itself falls under the jurisdiction of the Burn Dennet & Foyle LMA.

The key towns within the Roe LMA include Limavady, Eglinton, and Dungiven,

complemented by smaller villages such as Greysteel, Ballykelly, Feeny, and Castlerock.

Land Use and Ecology The dominant land use across the region is improved grassland,
interspersed with areas of acid and neutral grassland. The Roe LMA is home to vital habitats
and diverse wildlife. Many of these areas have been designated as protected areas due to

their ecological importance.

2.1.1 Water quality in the Roe LMA
The Roe LMA comprises 17 rivers. Currently, 47 % of its surface waterbodies are classified

as having good ecological status (see Map 1). Additionally, there are 6 coastal interbasins
that have no official classification status. The Owenrigh River is officially designated as a
heavily modified waterbody due to drinking water supply and wider environment issues. Blue-
green algae occurrences have been observed in the following waterbodies: Magilligan (N
Coast/ E Foyle), Mussenden (N Coast) and Owenrigh River.

Trends over Time
1 In 2015, 71 % of waterbodies achieved good status.

1 In 2021, this declined to 35 %, then slightly improved to 47 % in 2024.
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North Western River Basin District

Groundwater Status

The 2 bedrock groundwater bodies in the Roe LMA are achieving good quantitative and
chemical status. The superficial groundwater body is achieving good chemical status but
poor quantitative status.
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North Western River Basin District

2.1.2 Summary of surface waterbodies in the Roe LMA

Map 1 Ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Roe LMA
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Table 1 Comparison of ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Roe LMA
Ecological status or potential
2015 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number %
0 0 0 0 0 0
12 71 6 35 8 47
Moderate/MEP 5 29 9 53 9 53
0 0 2 12 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
Table 2 Comparison of chemical status of surface waterbodies in Roe LMA
Chemical subgroup B Chemical subgroup C
2021 2024 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number % Number %
Good 16 94 16 94 0 0 0 0
Bad 1 6 1 6 17 100 17 100
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North Western River Basin District

2.1.3 Summary of groundwater bodies in the Roe LMA

Map 2 Chemical status of groundwater bodies in Roe LMA
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Table 3 Comparison of chemical and quantitative status of groundwater bodies in Roe LMA

Chemical Status Quantitative status
2015 2021 2015 2021
Classification Number | % Number % Number % Number %
Bedrock 1 50 2 100 1 50 2 100
1 50 0 0 1 50 0 0
Superficial 0 0 1 100 0 0 0 0
1 100 0 0 1 100 1 100

Claudy groundwater body is shown in the map above but not counted in the table as it is
counted within the Faughan LMA.
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North Western River Basin District

2.1.4 Roe LMA Pressures

Figure 1 Pressures in Roe LMA
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The most frequently identified pressures the Roe LMA (Figure 1) are agricultural, other,
septic tanks, urban wastewater and hydromorphology.
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2.2 Overview of the Faughan Local Management Area

The Faughan LMA forms part of the North Western River Basin District, covering an area
approximately 311 km2. Originating in the Northern Sperrins, the River Faughan flows in a
north-westerly direction through scenic rural countryside, passing the villages of Park and
Claudy. Downstream, it is joined by the Foreglen and Glenrandal Rivers, gradually slowing as
it approaches Drumahoe and enters a more urban environment. The river meanders past

Campsie and eventually empties into Lough Foyle, roughly three miles north of Derry City.

While Londonderry is the largest urban centre within the LMA, the region also includes

numerous smaller towns and villages, such as Claudy.

Land Use and Ecology The land is predominantly improved grassland, with a noticeable
increase in arable horticulture moving northward. This catchment area supports a wide array
of natural habitats, many of which are designated for protection due to their ecological
significance. The River Faughan and its tributariesd including the Burntollet River, Bonds
Glen, Glenrandal River, and the Inver Riverd are nationally and internationally protected,
primarily due to the presence of Atlantic Salmon. Otters are also commonly found throughout
the area, reflecting the health and biodiversity of the aquatic ecosystem. The southern portion
of the LMA lies within the Sperrin Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

2.2.1 Water quality in the Faughan LMA
The Faughan LMA comprises of 8 rivers. Currently, 50 % of its surface waterbodies are
classified as having less than good ecological status (see Map 3). Additionally, there is 1

coastal interbasin that has no official classification status.

Trends over Time

1 In 2015, 63 % of waterbodies achieved good status.

1 In 2021, this declined to 50 %, a level that remained unchanged in 2024.
Groundwater Status

Both groundwater bodies within the Faughan LMA have poor chemical status but good

guantitative status.
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North Western River Basin District

2.2.2 Summary of surface waterbodies in the Faughan LMA

Map 3 Ecological status/potential of surface waterbodies in Faughan LMA
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Table 4 Comparison of ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Faughan LMA
Ecological status or potential
2015 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number %
0 0 0 0 0 0
5 63 4 50 4 50
Moderate/MEP 2 25 4 50 4 50
1 13 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
Table 5 Comparison of chemical status of surface waterbodies in Faughan LMA
Chemical subgroup B Chemical subgroup C
2021 2024 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number % | Number %
Good 7 88 7 88 0 0 0 0
Bad 1 13 1 13 8 100 8 100
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2.2.3 Summary of groundwater bodies in the Faughan LMA

Map 4 Chemical status of groundwater bodies in Faughan LMA
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Table 6 Comparison of chemical and quantitative status of groundwater bodies in Faughan LMA

Chemical Status Quantitative status

2015 2021 2015 2021
Classification Number | % | Number | % | Number | % | Number | %
Bedrock 1 100 0 100 1 100 1 100
0 100 1 100 0 100 0 100
Superficial - 1 100 0 100 1 100 1 100
0 100 1 100 0 100 0 100
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North Western River Basin District

2.2.4 Faughan LMA Pressures

Figure 2 Pressures in Faughan LMA
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The most frequently identified pressures in the Faughan LMA (Figure 2) are industry, other,
urban wastewater, septic tanks and hydromorphology.
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2.3 Overview of the Burn Dennet & Foyle Local Management Area
Located within the North Western River Basin District, the Burn Dennet & Foyle LMA spans
approximately 491 km2. The main river here is the Foyle, along with its network of tributaries.
Below Strabane, the River Foyle transitions into a slower-flowing system, influenced by the
tidal reach of Lough Foyle, also encompassed within the LMA. Burn Dennet and Foyle
comprises of 3 coastal waterbodies: Upper Foyle, Foyle Harbour and Faughan and Lough

Foyle.

Londonderry serves as the principal city in the region, while Strabane stands as its largest
town. The area is predominantly composed of improved grassland, supporting both

agriculture and biodiversity.

Land Use and Ecology The LMA is home to a rich variety of fish species, including, Atlantic
Salmon, Sea Trout, Resident Brown Trout, Sea Lamprey, River/ Brook Lamprey and
European Eel. In the tidal stretches of the River Foyle, species such as Grey Mullet and

European Smelt are also present, adding to the ecological diversity of the region.

2.3.1 Water quality in the Burn Dennett and Foyle LMA

The Burn Dennett and Foyle LMA comprises of 9 rivers and 3 coastal and transitional
waterbodies. Currently, 50 % of surface waterbodies in the region are classified as having
less than good ecological status (see Map 5). Additionally, there are 4 coastal interbasins
that have no official classification status. The Skeoge River is officially designated as a
heavily modified waterbody due to flood risk management interventions. Blue-green algae
occurrences have been observed in the following waterbodies: Altinaghrea Burn and

Dunnyboe Burn.

Trends over Time

1 In 2015, only 42 % of waterbodies achieved good status.

1 By 2021, this improved to 50 %, a level that remained unchanged in 2024.

1 The number of waterbodies classified as high status declined from one in 2015 to zero in
both 2021 and 2024.

Groundwater Status

Both groundwater bodies within the Burn Dennett and Foyle LMA are currently achieving

good quantitative and chemical status.
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2.3.2 Summary of surface waterbodies in the Burn Dennet & Foyle LMA

Map 5 Ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Burn Dennet & Foyle LMA
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Table 7 Comparison of ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Burn Dennett and Foyle
LMA

Ecological status or potential

2015 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number %
1 8 0 0 0 0
5 42 6 50 6 50
Moderate/MEP 4 33 4 33 4 33
Poor/PEP 2 17 2 17 2 17
0 0 0 0 0 0
Table 8 Comparison of chemical status of surface waterbodies in Burn Dennett and Foyle LMA
Chemical subgroup B Chemical subgroup C
2021 2024 2021 2024
Classification | Number % Number % Number % Number %
Good 6 55 6 55 0 0 0 0
Bad 5 45 5 45 12 100 12 100
No Data 1 9 1 9 0 0 0 0
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2.3.3 Summary of groundwater bodies in the Burn Dennet & Foyle LMA

Map 6 Chemical status of groundwater bodies in Burn Dennet and Foyle LMA
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Table 9 Comparison of chemical and quantitative status of groundwater bodies in Burn Dennett and

Foyle LMA
Chemical Status Quantitative status
2015 2021 2015 2021
Classification Number % Number % Number % | Number %
Bedrock 2 100 2 100 2 100 2 100
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Claudy groundwater body is shown in the map above but not counted in the table as it is

counted within the Faughan LMA.
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North Western River Basin District

2.3.4 Burn Dennet & Foyle LMA Pressures
Figure 3 Pressures in Burn Dennett & Foyle LMA
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The most frequently identified pressures in the Burn Dennett and Foyle LMA (Figure 3) are
urban wastewater, agricultural, septic tanks, hydromorphology and industry.
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2.4 Overview of the Strule Local Management Area

Nestled within the North Western River Basin District, the Strule Local Management Area
spans approximately 869 kmz2. This region is defined by a network of major riversd including
the Strule, Camowen, Owenreagh, Quiggery, and Fairy Waterd which hold international
significance as vital habitats for Atlantic Salmon. Other important fish species present within
the LMA include trout (Sea trout and resident Brown Trout), Sea Lamprey, River/ Brook

Lamprey, European Eel, Pike and Perch.

Omagh stands as the largest town in the area, alongside smaller communities including

Fintona, Dromore, Carrickmore, and Beragh.

Land Use and Ecology The predominant land use is improved grassland, supporting both
agriculture and wildlife. The Strule LMA boasts a variety of natural habitats, many of which

are protected for their ecological value. Notably in the northwest, the Fairy Water Bogs
representone of Northern Irelandds most extensive
and valuable ecosystem. The northeastern portion of the LMA lies within the Sperrin Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, celebrated for its scenic landscapes and environmental

significance.

2.4.1 Water quality inthe Strule LMA

The Strule LMA comprises of 27 rivers. Currently, 89 % of surface waterbodies in the region
are classified as having less than good ecological status (see Map 7). Drumnakilly Burn, and
The Black Water (Drumquin) have been officially designated as heavily modified waterbodies
due to drinking water supply reasons. Blue-green algae occurrences have been observed in
the following waterbodies: Camowen River (Omagh), Drumnakilly Burn and The Black Water

(Drumaquin).

Trends over Time

1 In 2015, only 19 % of waterbodies achieved good status.

1 In 2021, this declined to 7 %, then slightly improved to 11 % in 2024.
Groundwater Status

The bedrock groundwater body in the Strule LMA has poor chemical status but good

guantitative status.
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2.4.2 Summary of surface waterbodies in the Strule LMA

Map 7 Ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Strule LMA
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Table 10 Comparison of ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Strule LMA

Ecological status or potential

2015 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number %
0 0 0 0 0 0
5 19 2 7 3 11
Moderate/MEP 22 81 25 93 24 89
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

Table 11 Comparison of chemical status of surface waterbodies in Strule LMA

Chemical subgroup B Chemical subgroup C
2021 2024 2021 2024
Classification Number % | Number % Number % Number %
Good 24 89 23 85 0 0 0 0
Bad 3 11 4 15 27 100 27 100
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2.4.3 Summary of groundwater bodies in the Strule LMA

Map 8 Chemical status of groundwater bodies in Strule LMA
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Table 12 Comparison of chemical and quantitative status of groundwater bodies in Strule LMA

Chemical Status Quantitative status
2015 2021 2015 2021
Classification Number % Number % Number % Number %
Bedrock 0 0 0 0 1 100 1 100
1 100 1 100 0 0 0 0
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2.4.4 Strule LMA Pressures

Figure 4 Pressures in Strule LMA
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The most frequently identified pressures in the Strule LMA (Figure 4) are agricultural, septic

tanks, urban waste water, invasive species and other.
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2.5 Overview of the Owenkillew Local Management Area

Located within the North Western River Basin District, the Owenkillew LMA spans
approximately 454 km? and is defined by its rich network of rivers and striking upland
landscapes. Key watercourses in the area include the Owenkillew, Glenelly, Owenreagh, and
Broughderg Burn rivers. The Owenkillew River itself originates in the serene woodlands of
Davagh Forest and meanders westward, ultimately contributing to the Lough Foyle system.
While the region lacks major urban centres, it is dotted with charming villages such as

Plumbridge, Gortin, and Greencastle.

Land Use and Ecology Land use across the Owenkillew LMA reflects its natural diversity
with improved grassland dominating the western lowlands and the valleys of the Glenelly and
Owenkillew rivers. Upland terrain, particularly within the Sperrin Mountains, features a
mosaic of acid grassland, heath, and peat habitats. Importantly, the Owenkillew LMA lies
almost entirely within the Sperrin Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), underscoring

its ecological significance and scenic value.

2.5.1 Water quality in the Owenkillew LMA
The Owenkillew LMA comprises of 14 rivers. Currently, 43 % of surface waterbodies in the

region are classified as having less than good ecological status (see Map 9).
Trends over Time

1 In 2015, 64 % of waterbodies achieved good status.

1 By 2021, this declined to 50 %, then slightly improved to 57 % in 2024.
Groundwater Status

The groundwater body in Owenkillew LMA is achieving good chemical and quantitative

status.
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2.5.2 Summary of surface waterbodies in the Owenkillew LMA

Map 9 Ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Owenkillew LMA
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Table 13 Comparison of ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Owenkillew LMA

Ecological status or potential

2015 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number %
0 0 0 0 0 0
9 64 7 50 8 57
Moderate/MEP 5 36 6 43 6 43
0 0 1 7 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
Table 14 Comparison of chemical status of surface waterbodies in Owenkillew LMA
Chemical subgroup B Chemical subgroup C
2021 2024 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number % Number %
Good 11 79 11 79 0 0 0 0
Bad 3 21 3 21 14 100 14 100
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2.5.3 Summary of groundwater bodies in the Owenkillew LMA

Map 10 Chemical status of groundwater bodies in Owenkillew LMA
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Table 15 Comparison of chemical and quantitative status of groundwater bodies in Owenkillew LMA

Chemical Status Quantitative status
2015 2021 2015 2021
Classification Number % Number % Number % | Number %
Bedrock 1 100 1 100 1 100 1 100
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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2.5.4 Owenkillew LMA Pressures

Figure 5 Pressures in Owenkillew LMA
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The most frequently identified pressures in the Owenkillew LMA (Figure 5) are agricultural,
septic tanks, invasive species, hydromorphology and other.
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2.6 Overview of the Derg & Mourne Local Management Area

The Derg and Mourne LMA forms part of the North Western River Basin District, spanning
approximately 410 km? of ecologically rich terrain. This area is defined by several major
rivers, including the Mourne/ Strule, River Derg, River Finn, and Mourne Beg River, each of
which holds international significance for the conservation of Atlantic Salmon. Other
important fish species are also present within this LMA, including Sea Trout and resident

Brown Trout, Sea Lamprey and River/ Brook Lamprey, European Eel, Pike and Perch.
The largest towns within the LMA are Strabane, Sion Mills, and Castlederg.

Land Use and Ecology The landscape is predominantly improved grassland, transitioning
west of Killeter into acid grassland, fen, mixed woodland, and coniferous forest. Notably, the
region contains extensive areas of cut-over blanket bog and intact bogs of both national and
international importance. The Derg and Mourne LMA is a haven for vital habitats and wildlife.
Many of these areas have been designated as protected areas due to their ecological

importance.

2.6.1 Water quality inthe Derg and Mourne LMA

The Derg & Mourne LMA comprises of 15 rivers. Currently, 73 % of surface waterbodies in
the region are classified as having less than good ecological status (see Map 11). Mourne
River has been officially designated as a heavily modified waterbody due to flood risk

management reasons.

Trends over Time

1 In 2015, only 33 % of waterbodies achieved good status.

1 This remained unchanged in 2021 and slightly declined to 27 % in 2024.
Groundwater Status

Both groundwater bodies in the Derg & Mourne LMA are achieving good chemical and

guantitative status.
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2.6.2 Summary of surface waterbodies in the Derg & Mourne LMA

Map 11 Ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Derg and Mourne LMA
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Table 16 Comparison of ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Derg and Mourne LMA

Ecological status or potential

2015 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number %
0 0 0 0 0 0
5 33 5 33 4 27
Moderate/MEP 10 67 8 53 8 53
Poor/PEP 0 0 2 13 3 20
0 0 0 0 0 0
Table 17 Comparison of chemical status of surface waterbodies in Derg and Mourne LMA
Chemical subgroup B Chemical subgroup C
2021 2024 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number % Number %
Good 11 73 11 73 0 0 0 0
Bad 4 27 4 27 15 100 15 100

Return to Contents 36




North Western River Basin District

2.6.3 Summary of groundwater bodies in the Derg & Mourne LMA

Map 12 Chemical status of groundwater bodies in Derg and Mourne LMA
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Table 18 Comparison of chemical and quantitative status of groundwater bodies in Derg and Mourne

LMA
Chemical Status Quantitative status
2015 2021 2015 2021
Classification Number % Number % Number % | Number %
Bedrock 2 100 2 100 2 100 2 100
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Gortin groundwater body is shown in the map above but not counted in the table, it is
counted within the Owenkillew LMA.
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2.6.4 Derg & Mourne LMA Pressures
Figure 6 Pressures in Derg & Mourne LMA
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The most frequently identified pressures in the Derg and Mourne LMA (Figure 6) are other,
agricultural, forestry, septic tanks and urban waste water.
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2.7 Overview of the Lough Melvin & Arney Local Management Area

The Lough Melvin & Arney LMA forms part of the North Western River Basin District and
spans approximately 499 kmz2. This region encompasses a network of distinct river systems,
including the Arney, Sillees, Lurgan, Glen, and Roogagh rivers, each contributing to the
area's rich hydrological character. Positioned in the northwest of the LMA, Lough Melvin is a
vital ecological asset. It harbours the only known population of Arctic Charr in Northern
Ireland and supports three genetically distinct populations of Brown Trout. The Lough also
plays a crucial role in sustaining Atlantic Salmon, making it a key site for native fish

conservation.

The principal towns within the LMA include Derrygonnelly, Garrison, Boho, and Bellanaleck,

alongside a scattering of smaller settlements.

Land Use and Ecology The southern and western parts of the area are characterised by
lakelands bordered by wetland habitats, while the southeastern landscape is dominated by
improved grassland. Moving northwest, the terrain transitions into acid grasslands and
forested zones. The Lough Melvin & Arney LMA is home to a range of important habitats and
wildlife species. Many of these areas have been designated as protected areas due to their

ecological importance.

2.7.1 Water quality inthe Lough Melvin and Arney LMA

The Lough Melvin & Arney LMA comprises of 20 rivers and three lakes. Currently, 57 % of
surface waterbodies in the region are classified as having less than good ecological status
(see Map 13). Blue-green algae occurrences have been observed in the following
waterbodies: Belcoo River, Drowes River, Lough Macnean Upper, Lough Melvin, Roogagh

River and Sillees River (Lough Navar Forest).

Trends over Time

1 In 2015, only 35 % of waterbodies achieved good status.

1 By 2021, this improved to 49 %, then slightly decreased to 43 % in 2024.

1 The number of waterbodies classified as high status declined from two in 2015 to zero in
both 2021 and 2024.
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Groundwater Status

All thirteen groundwater bodies within the Lough Melvin and Arney LMA are achieving good

chemical and quantitative status.
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2.7.2 Summary of surface waterbodies in the Lough Melvin & Arney LMA

Map 13 Ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Lough Melvin and Arney LMA
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Table 19 Comparison of ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Lough Melvin and

Arney LMA
Ecological status or potential
2015 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number %
2 9 0 0 0 0
8 36 11 48 10 43
Moderate/MEP 9 41 7 30 10 43
2 9 3 13 1 4
1 5 2 9 2 9
1 5 0 0 0 0

Table 20 Comparison of chemical status of surface waterbodies in Lough Melvin and Arney LMA

Chemical subgroup B Chemical subgroup C
2021 2024 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number % Number %
Good 20 100 20 100 0 0 0 0
Bad 0 0 0 0 23 100 23 100
No Data 3 15 3 15 0 0 0 0
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2.7.3 Summary of groundwater bodies in the Lough Melvin & Arney LMA

Map 14 Chemical status of groundwater bodies in Lough Melvin and Arney
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Table 21 Comparison of chemical and quantitative status of groundwater bodies in Lough Melvin and

Arney LMA
Chemical Status Quantitative status
2015 2021 2015 2021
Classification Number | % | Number % Number % Number %
Bedrock 11 85 13 100 13 100 13 100
2 15 0 0 0 0 0 0

Enniskillen groundwater body is shown in the map above but not counted in the table; it is
included in the Lower Lough Erne LMA.
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2.7.4 Lough Melvin & Arney LMA Pressures
Figure 7 Pressures in Lough Melvin & Arney LMA
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The most frequently identified pressures in the Lough Melvin and Arney LMA (Figure 7) are
agricultural, septic tanks, urban waste water, hydromorphology and forestry.
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2.8 Overview of the Lower Lough Erne  Local Management Area

Located within the North Western River Basin District, the Lower Lough Erne LMA spans
approximately 648 km2. The River Erne originates in the Republic of Ireland and flows
northwest through Upper and Lower Lough Erne, eventually flowing into Donegal Bay at
Kildoney Point. This LMA encompasses several significant waterbodies, including Lower
Lough Erne, Lough Scolban, Keenaghan Lough, and Castlehume Lough. It also includes a
network of rivers and tributaries such as Ballinamallard, Trillick, Ballycassidy, Hollow, Mantlin,
Kesh, and Bannagh, all contributing to the area's hydrological complexity.

Irvinestown serves as the principal town within the LMA, supported by a number of smaller

towns and villages including Ballinamallard, Trillick, Lisnarrick, Kesh, and Belleek.

Land Use and Ecology The predominant land cover is improved grassland, interspersed
with areas of acid grassland. This mix supports both agricultural activity and biodiversity.

2.8.1 Water quality inthe Lower Lough Erne LMA

The Lower Lough Erne LMA comprises of 20 rivers and 4 lakes. Currently, 42 % of surface
waterbodies in the region are classified as having less than good ecological status (see Map
15). River Erne (Belleek) has been officially designated as a heavily modified waterbody due
to navigation and flood risk management reasons. Blue-green algae occurrences have been
observed in the following waterbodies: Blackslee Burn, Garvary River, Lower Lough Erne
Devenish, Lower Lough Erne Kesh, River Erne (Belleek) and St Angelo Stream.

Trends over Time

1 In 2015, only 46 % of waterbodies achieved good status.

1 By 2021, this improved to 50 % and improved further to 58 % in 2024.
Groundwater Status

Seven of the groundwater bodies in Lower Lough Erne LMA are achieving both good
chemical and quantitative status. One groundwater body has poor chemical status and one

has poor quantitative status.
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2.8.2 Summary of surface waterbodies in the Lower Lough Erne LMA

Map 15 Ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Lower Lough Erne LMA
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Table 22 Comparison of ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Lower Lough Erne LMA

Ecological status or potential

2015 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number %
0 0 0 0 0 0
11 46 12 50 14 58
Moderate/MEP 10 42 10 42 7 29
3 13 2 8 3 13
0 0 0 0 0 0
Table 23 Comparison of chemical status of surface waterbodies in Lower Lough Erne LMA
Chemical subgroup B Chemical subgroup C
2021 2024 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number % Number %
Good 20 83 20 83 0 0 0 0
Bad 3 13 3 13 24 100 24 100
No Data 1 4 1 4 0 0 0 0
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2.8.3 Summary of groundwater bodies in the Lower Lough Erne LMA
Map 16 Chemical status of groundwater bodies in Lower Lough Erne LMA
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Table 24 Comparison of chemical and quantitative status of groundwater bodies in Lower Lough Erne

LMA
Chemical Status Quantitative status
2015 2021 2015 2021
Classification Number | % Number % Number % Number %
Bedrock 7 88 7 88 7 88 7 88
1 12 1 13 1 13 1 13

Tullaghan-Lough Melvin groundwater body is shown in the map above but not counted in the
table, as it is counted within the Lower Lough Erne LMA.
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2.8.4 Lower Lough Erne LMA Pressures

Figure 8 Pressures in Lower Lough Erne LMA
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The most frequently identified pressures in the Lower Lough Erne LMA (Figure 8) are
agricultural, septic tanks, hydromorphology, urban waste water and invasive species.
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2.9 Overview of the Upper Lough Erne  Local Management Area

Located within the North Western River Basin District, the Upper Lough Erne LMA spans
approximately 869 km2. It encompasses the Upper Lough Erne and its extensive network of
rivers and tributaries, including the Newtownbutler, Lough-A-Hache, Colebrook, Tempo,
Swanlinbar, Finn, and Woodford rivers. The River Erne originates in the Republic of Ireland
and flows northwest through both Upper and Lower Lough Erne, eventually flowing into

Donegal Bay at Kildoney Point.

The region is home to several prominent towns such as Enniskillen, Lisnaskea, Fivemiletown,
Lisbellaw, and Newtownbutler. Smaller towns and villages include Tempo, Brookeborough,

Derrylin, Bellanaleck, and Kinawley.

Land Use and Ecology The landscape is predominantly composed of improved grassland
interspersed with areas of acid grass. This LMA supports a diverse range of habitats and
wildlife. Many of these areas have been designated as protected areas due to their

ecological importance.

2.9.1 Water quality in the Upper Lough Erne LMA

The Upper Lough Erne LMA comprises of 32 rivers and 1 lake. Currently, 48 % of surface
waterbodies in the region are classified as having less than good ecological status (see Map
17). River Erne (Enniskillen) has been officially designated as a heavily modified waterbody
due to navigation reasons. Blue-green algae occurrences have been observed in the
following waterbodies: Colebrooke River (Cooneen), Erne River (Bellanaleck), Erne River

(Enniskillen), Hollybrook River and Upper Lough Erne.

Trends over Time

1 In 2015, only 36 % of waterbodies achieved good status.

1 In 2021, this improved to 39 % and improved further to 52 % in 2024.

1 The number of waterbodies classified as high status declined from two in 2015 to zero in
both 2021 and 2024.

Groundwater Status

Ten of the groundwater bodies in Upper Lough Erne LMA are achieving good chemical

status, three have poor chemical status. All thirteen are achieving good quantitative status.
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2.9.2 Summary of surface waterbodies in the Upper Lough Erne LMA
Map 17 Ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Upper Lough Erne LMA
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Table 25 Comparison of ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Upper Lough Erne LMA

Ecological status or potential

2015 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number %
2 6 0 0 0 0
12 36 13 39 17 52
Moderate/MEP 15 45 11 33 10 30
4 12 8 24 6 18
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 1 3 0 0

Table 26 Comparison of chemical status of surface waterbodies in Upper Lough Erne LMA

Chemical subgroup B Chemical subgroup C
2021 2024 2021 2024
Classificati Number % Number % Number % Number %
Good 30 91 30 91 0 0 0 0
Bad 2 6 2 6 33 100 33 100
No Data 1 3 1 3 0 0 0 0
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2.9.3 Summary of groundwater bodies in the Upper Lough Erne LMA

Map 18 Chemical status of groundwater bodies in Upper Lough Erne LMA
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Table 27 Comparison of chemical and quantitative status of groundwater bodies in Upper Lough Erne

LMA
Chemical Status Quantitative status
2015 2021 2015 2021

Classification Number | % | Number | % | Number | % | Number | %
Bedrock 11 92 9 75 12 100 12 100

1 8 3 25 0 0 0 0
Superficial 1 100 1 100 1 100 1 100

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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2.9.4 Upper Lough Erne LMA Pressures
Figure 9 Pressures in Upper Lough Erne LMA
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The most frequently identified pressures in the Upper Lough Erne LMA (Figure 9) are
agricultural, septic tanks, hydromorphology, urban waste water, and invasive species.
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3. Neagh Bann R iver Basin District

3.1 Overview of the Lower Bann Local Management Area

The Lower Bann LMA forms part of the Neagh Bann River Basin District, extending from

Lough Neagh at Toome all the way to Northern |
approximately 1,044 kmz, this region is defined by the Lower Bann River, which flows

northward from Lough Neagh, through Lough Beg, and continues toward Coleraine. The river

is joined by notable tributaries including the Aghadowey, Agivey, and Macosquin Rivers.

Lower Bann comprises of 2 coastal waterbodies: Portstewart Bay and Bann Estuary.

The principal towns within the Lower Bann LMA are Coleraine and Ballymoney, with smaller

yet significant communities such as Garvagh and Portglenone.

Land Use and Ecology The area boasts two designated Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty: Binevenagh and the Sperrin Mountains. In addition, there are 30 Areas of Special
Scientific Interest (ASSIs), including the Bann Estuary and Errigal Glen, which support
diverse habitats and species. The Lower Bann LMA is home to ecologically rich landscapes
that provide essential habitats for wildlife. Many of these areas have been designated as

protected areas due to their ecological importance.

3.1.1 Water quality in the Lower Bann LMA

The Lower Bann LMA comprises of 31 rivers, 1 lake and 2 coastal and transitional
waterbodies. Currently, 76 % of surface waterbodies in the region are classified as having
less than good ecological status (see Map 19). Additionally, there is 1 coastal interbasin that
has no official classification status. Bann Brook (due to drinking water supply), Lower Bann
(Coleraine (due to flood risk management and navigation reasons)) and Lower Bann (Kilrea
(due to flood risk management and navigation reasons)) have been designated as heavily
modified waterbodies. Blue-green algae occurrences have been observed in the following
waterbodies: Bann Brook, Barmouth (Lower Bann), Knockoneill River, Lough Beg, Lower
Bann (Kilrea), Lower Bann (Toome), Lower River Bann (Coleraine), Macosquin River
(Macosquin) and Portsewart Bay.

Trends over Time
1 In 2015, only 26 % of waterbodies achieved good status.

1 In 2021, this declined to 21 % and slightly improved to 24 % in 2024.
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1 The number of waterbodies classified as high status declined from one in 2015 to zero in
both 2021 and 2024.

Groundwater Status

There is 1 bedrock groundwater body in the Lower Bann LMA which has poor chemical

status but good quantitative status.
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3.1.2 Summary of surface waterbodies in the Lower Bann LMA

Map 19 Ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Lower Bann LMA
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Table 28 Comparison of ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Lower Bann LMA

Ecological status or potential

2015 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number %
1 3 0 0 0 0
9 26 7 21 8 24
Moderate/MEP 19 56 23 68 23 68
Poor/PEP 5 15 4 12 3 9
0 0 0 0 0 0
Table 29 Comparison of chemical status of surface waterbodies in Lower Bann LMA
Chemical subgroup B Chemical subgroup C
2021 2024 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number % Number %
Good 31 91 29 85 0 0 0 0
Bad 3 9 4 12 34 100 34 100
No Data 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 0
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Neagh Bann River Basin District

3.1.3 Summary of groundwater bodies in the Lower Bann LMA

Map 20 Chemical status of groundwater bodies in Lower Bann LMA
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Table 30 Comparison of chemical and quantitative status of groundwater bodies in Lower Bann LMA

Chemical Status Quantitative status
2015 2021 2015 2021
Classification Number % Number % Number % Number %
Bedrock 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 100
1 100 1 100 1 100 0 0

Return to Contents 57
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3.1.4 Lower Bann LMA Pressures

Figure 10 Pressures in Lower Bann LMA
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The most frequently identified pressures in the Lower Bann LMA (Figure 10) are agricultural,
urban waste water, hydromorphology, septic tanks and other.
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3.2 Overview of the Moyola Local Management Area

The Moyola LMA, situated within the Neagh Bann River Basin District, encompasses
approximately 313 km? and drains into Lough Neagh at Moyola Water Foot. Its principal
watercourse, the Moyola River, originates in the Sperrin Mountains to the west and meanders
eastward, eventually reaching Lough Neagh between Ballyronan and Toome. The Moyola
River is fed by several notable tributariesd including the White Water, Glengomna River,

Altalacky Burn, and Altagoan Burn.

The catchment area includes the towns of Magherafelt, Castledawson, Draperstown, and

Tobermore.

Land Use and Ecology Land use within the Moyola LMA is predominantly improved
grassland, complemented by pockets of forestry. The region also contains ecologically
significant bogs, particularly in the western portion near the Sperrin Mountains. This area falls
within an officially designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The Moyola LMA supports
a diverse range of habitats and wildlife. Many of these areas have been designated as

protected areas due to their ecological importance.

3.2.1 Water quality in the Moyola LMA

The Moyola LMA comprises of 14 rivers and 1 lake. Currently, 53 % of surface waterbodies
in the region are classified as having less than good ecological status (see Map 21).
Magherafelt Burn and Moyola River (Straw) have been officially designated as heavily
modified waterbodies due to flood risk management and drinking water supply/ wider
environment issues respectively. Blue-green algae occurrences have been observed in the

following waterbodies: Lough Fea and Moyola River (Straw).
Trends over Time
1 In 2015, only 47 % of waterbodies achieved good status.

1 In 2021, this improved to 73 % and declined to 47 % in 2024.
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3.2.2 Summary of surface waterbodies in the M oyola LMA

Map 21 Ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Moyola LMA
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Table 31 Comparison of ecological status/ potential of surface waterbodies in Moyola LMA

Ecological status or potential

2015 2021 2024
Classification Number % Number % Number %
0 0 0 0 0 0
7 47 11 73 7 47
Moderate/MEP 7 47 4 27 7 47
Poor/PEP 1 7 0 0 1 7
0 0 0 0 0 0
Table 32 Comparison of chemical status of surface waterbodies in Moyola LMA
Chemical subgroup B Chemical subgroup C
2021 2024 2021 2024
Classification Number % | Number % Number % Number %
Good 13 87 13 87 0 0 0 0
Bad 2 13 2 13 15 100 15 100
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Neagh Bann River Basin District

3.2.3 Summary of groundwater bodies in the M oyola LMA

Map 22 Chemical status of groundwater bodies in Moyola LMA

Cookstown and Moneymore groundwater bodies are shown in the map above, although they
are both counted in the Ballinderry LMA, therefore there is no comparison groundwater table
for the Moyola LMA.
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