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GB FOR LATER ONWARD EXPORT TO EU/NI FROM GB 

 

                                      



                 DAERA SUPPORT HEALTH ATTESTATION (SHA) – EXPORTER GUIDE                           
 

2 | P a g e  
 

                             MOVEMENT OF ANIMALS AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS FROM NORTHERN IRELAND 
 
Exports of Products of Animal Origin (POAO) from GB to the EU, including product moved from GB to NI, require an 
Export Health Certificate (EHC) from GB to demonstrate compliance with EU import requirements. EHCs are not 
required for POAO from NI to enter GB. 
 
Where POAO originating in NI is intended for further export from GB to the EU, or movement back to NI, then NI to GB 
movements of POAO may require a Support Health Attestation (SHA) or in some cases a Support Attestation (SA).  
 
These provide the necessary sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) assurances for completion of the final EHC in GB for 
entry to the EU. SHAs or SAs should be provided only where there is a request from GB importers for such support 
for their authorised Certifying Officers (CO), to facilitate onward exports from GB to EU/NI. 
 
You can access the most up to date animal / animal product export information and guidance on the DAERA Website 
 
A SHA is signed by a CO and will provide the necessary SPS assurances to allow completion of the final EHC in GB. 
 
You can obtain a SHA from a CO by using the DAERA online application process outlined in this guide. 
 
This guidance is intended to provide an overview of the process of applying online for a SHA. 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/
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Introducing SHA Online 
SHA Online is the new, updated online application system for obtaining a Support Health Attestation in Northern 
Ireland, which replaced the previous SHA system in December 2025. 

This system continues to underpin the delivery of Support (Health) Attestations provided by: 

• the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA), 
• Authorised Private Veterinary Practitioners (aPVPs) and, 
• Local Authority Environmental Health Officers (EHOs) who have been trained and authorised as Food 

Competent Certifying Officers (FCCO) for this purpose. 

You may need to obtain a SHA for intra UK movements of Products of Animal Origin (POAO), including those from NI 
to GB, where the final product is intended for export to the EU (excluding transit via GB land bridge) 

Why use SHA Online? 

• SHA Online is the digital service for Support Health Attestation applications. 

• The system allows you to provide all the information needed to process your application, supporting your 
product movement and putting you in control. 
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SHA Application Process – An Overview 

• SHA Templates are available on the DAERA Website. 

• As the exporter, you download the SHA template and complete it, using PDF software, with your product 
details. 

• You create an application at the SHA Online page, providing relevant movement details, uploading the 
completed SHA template (as a PDF) along with associated supporting documents relevant to the application. 

• Application details and supporting documents are provided to the Certifying Officer (DAERA staff, aPVPs or 
EHOs) for review and certification. 

• Once certified, the SHA will be made available to you: 

o For DAERA-processed applications, this will be managed by departmental staff. 

o For applications certified by aPVPs or EHOs, arrangements should be made directly between the 
exporting business and the relevant service providers. 

NOTE:  

➢ Applications must be made at least 2 working days in advance of the intended date of dispatch, 
allowing one full working day for processing - e.g., apply by Tuesday for Thursday dispatch. 

➢ Applications can be made no more than 10 working days in advance of date of dispatch.  This requirement 
is reflected within the Date of Loading section when submitting online applications. 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/sha-online-apply-support-health-attestation-daera
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/sha-online-apply-support-health-attestation-daera
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Before starting your application 

Refer to the DAERA webpages for full information and guidance on what you need before you start your 
application. 

To create a new application for a SHA, follow the instructions below: 

• Navigate to the SHA Online web page and click on the link for SHA templates. 

• Identify which template you need.  You can select a standard SHA template or, if you are using a particular 
scheme, you can select a Groupage Export Facilitation Scheme (GEFS) template or a Risk Based Fish 
Export Certification (RBFEC) template. 

Once you have sourced the relevant template, save a copy to your desktop / local storage drive for completion. 

You will need access to this completed template and all other relevant supporting documents for upload 
during the application process. 

DAERA recommend the use of software that allows you to read and fill in a pdf document to fill in your SHA 
template. 

TIP:  You must download and save the SHA template to your desktop or local file storage facility before completing 
it. 

 

 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/exporting-food-products-animal-origin-and-animal-products-gb-later-onward-export-euni-gb-sha-online
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/sha-online-apply-support-health-attestation-daera
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The associated Guidance Notes can be found on the DAERA SHA Online website, providing information to 
exporters and certifying officers on the requirements of the template, including where additional copies are 
required for export. 

Complete all available sections, shown in blue highlight – see below: 

 
 

TIP: If any section is not relevant to your application, you should make this clear by inserting N/A 
where appropriate.

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/sha-notes-guidance
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Making an application online  

Once you have completed the template and identified relevant supporting documents, return to the SHA application 
webpage to begin. 

On this page you can access a list of premises where DAERA Certifying Officers will issue a SHA on site. 

Other SHA types will be certified by aPVPs or Food Competent Certifying Officers (FCCO) within local councils. 

Click the Green button to access the system and begin the application journey: 

 

This will take you to the application start page which also displays a Message Board, providing important SHA 
specific information: 

 

We recommend that businesses check regularly for new information on the SHA process and procedures that may 
affect your product movement. 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/sha-online-apply-support-health-attestation-daera
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/sha-online-apply-support-health-attestation-daera
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The screen will outline who can use the service and what will be needed to complete the application: 

 
 

By clicking the Start Now button, you will be prompted to enter details of your application.   
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This screen will prompt you to provide Exporter (business) name, email address, and phone number: 

 

Once completed, use the Save and continue button to progress to the next screen.  

Select your SHA type then Save and continue: 
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TIP: Each page of the application also features a  button.  This allows users to return to the 
previous page if changes are required. 

Commodity – choose from a preset list of 
commodity groups. 

 
Certifying Office – choose from a preset 
list of Processing Offices.  Options are 
determined by the chosen Commodity. If a 
meat commodity is selected and the 
Dispatch Premises is listed here DAERA 
PREMISES LIST you must select DAERA 
Direct Newry as the Certifying Office. 

 

 Product Details – This is a free text box that 
allows you to provide more detail.  You can 
find guidance by selecting the Help with 
product details option: 

 
Exporter Reference – this is a non-
mandatory text box, allowing the exporter to 
link the application to production line or 
other internal business references. 

 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/daera-premises-list
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/daera-premises-list
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When you have completed entries for each page, simply click on Save and continue to progress. 

 

Select the appropriate Dispatch Premises – simply begin typing and then select from the list or scroll down the 
options to find the premises you want.  If your chosen Dispatch Premises does not appear in the drop-down list, you 
must enter it using free text. 

Select the destination and Date of Loading – on screen help text provides guidance. 
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Select Save and continue to progress.  

 

Use Choose File to select the completed SHA template for upload.  The system will check that the file you have 
uploaded is a current and valid SHA template. 

 

 

Select Save and continue to progress.  

 

Click Yes or No as appropriate, then Save and continue to progress. 
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Use Choose File to select supporting documents for upload.  Select one file at a time and repeat the process until 
all relevant files are uploaded. 

 

If you upload an incorrect file, simply click Remove, then repeat the upload process. 

 

Select Save and continue to progress. 
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You have the option of adding additional information in support of your application at this stage.   

 

Select Save and continue to progress. 
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This screen allows you to review details submitted in the application and change anything that is incorrect.  

Use Change to amend or correct details in the appropriate sections of the application. 
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Once you are content that the information being provided is correct, select Save and continue to return to the 
Summary page. 

 

This screen displays a set of declarations, relating to SHA certification, that you must read and accept. 

You will not be able to submit the application without checking the “ I confirm that I have read and understood the 
above statements” box. 
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Select Submit completed application to finish. 

 

A new screen will appear confirming the application has been submitted for processing. 

A unique certificate number for the application is also provided – this will appear on the certified SHA document. 
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If you wish to make a new application with the same exporter details, select Start another Export Health 
Certificate application with the same exporter details to begin a new SHA application. 

 

Confirmation of application – Providing Additional Information 

 

Confirmation Email 

Submission of the application sends confirmation to the email address provided in the application. 

The email will contain a summary of your application and a link to add / amend information to the application, if 
required: 
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Clicking on the additional information link will open the following screen: 

 

Use Start now to change the date of loading or provide an update SHA template or supporting document. 

Use Save and continue to progress through the screens and review the final information before submitting your 
application update. 
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Request for Additional Information about your Export Application 
 

In some cases, additional information may be requested to allow further processing of an application. 

A request email will be sent to the email address provided in the application.  It will contain a link for exporters to 
view the details of the request and provide the required information / documents: 
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The link will allow you to provide a response and to upload additional information: 
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When the response / additional information has been entered / uploaded use the Submit Response button to send 
the information. 

 

Successful submission of information will be confirmed on screen: 

 

 
 


