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Summary of External Adaptation Reporting Standards (ISO 
and BS) 
 
Introduction 

This annex provides brief summaries of International Organisation of Standardisation 

(ISO) and British Standards (BS) in regard to adaptation reporting1. These 

summaries are provided for information purposes only and as examples of potential 

good practice. Therefore, a reporting organisation may find such standards useful in 

their consideration of adaptation impact assessments, actions and management. 

However, full detail access to the standards does require payment to the relevant 

standard websites. 

  

This annex provides information and guidance for the following standards:   

• ISO 14090:2019 Adaptation to climate change - Principles, requirements and 

guidelines. It provides organisations with a practical, structured approach for 

addressing and adapting to the effects of climate change, over the short, 

medium, and long term.  

 

• ISO 14091:2021 Adaptation to climate change - Guidelines on vulnerability, 

impacts and risk assessment. It provides guidelines for assessing the risks 

related to the potential impacts of climate change. 

 

• ISO 14092:2026 Climate change adaptation - Requirements and guidance on 

adaptation planning for local governments and communities. This standard was 

published on 9 February 2026 and replaces ISO/TS 14092:2020. It strengthens 

alignment with related climate standards, including ISO 14090 and ISO 14091, 

and provides practical guidance for planning climate change adaptation at the 

local scale, where climate impacts are directly experienced. Public bodies that 

have used ISO/TS 14092:2020 for preparations ahead of the March 2026 

 
1 The detail in this annex has been sourced by the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural 
Affairs from officials within the UK government’s  Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs. 

https://www.iso.org/standard/68507.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/68508.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/14092
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reporting deadline may continue to do so for this reporting cycle, noting that 

ISO 14092:2026 is now the current version for future use. 

 

• BS8631 Adaptation to climate change - Using adaptation pathways for decision 

making. Guide. Currently a British only standard, which outlines how 

organisations can use adaptation pathways for a decision-making guide.  

 

ISO 14090:2019 - Adaptation principles, requirements and guidelines  

 
ISO 14090 provides organisations with a practical, structured approach for 

addressing and adapting to the effects of climate change, over the short, medium, 

and long term.  Sections 1 to 4 outline the scope, definitions, and principles of the 

standard. These should be understood before progressing forward. Section 5 

onwards outline the steps to follow to incorporate adaptation.  

 

Section 5 – Pre-planning 

Assess the business area, project or specific asset management’s ability to carry out 

steps 6 to 10 by undertaking activities such as identifying roles and responsibilities, 

setting governance, or identifying additional resource. Then create a work 

programme to address gaps and commit to human and financial resources. Identify 

stakeholders with the right knowledge to be involved. 

 

Section 6 – Assessing climate change impacts, including opportunities 

Assess how the business area, project or asset’s activities, products and services 

might be impacted by climate change, including slow onset impacts and sudden 

impacts due to extreme events. This must cover cross-cutting issues, and both direct 

and indirect impacts. Use climate information to assess past and future trends, such 

as temperature and precipitation. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjon-nYoN6SAxUeT0EAHYuhOisQFnoECAwQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fknowledge.bsigroup.com%2Fproducts%2Fadaptation-to-climate-change-using-adaptation-pathways-for-decision-making-guide&usg=AOvVaw3cNscuZ9O34dDn0FQQLS0G&opi=89978449
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Section 7 – Adaptation planning 

Produce an adaptation plan, using different sources of knowledge, information, and 

data. Identify climate change adaptation priorities and actions within, and incorporate 

into policies, strategies, and plans. 

 

Section 8 – Implementation 

Senior managers will commit, take accountability for, and implement the adaptation 

plan and actions within. Focus on transforming the adaptation plan into activities, by 

producing an implementation plan. 

 

Section 9 – Monitoring and evaluation 

Prepare a monitoring and evaluation plan that assesses progress against the 

implementation plan. It should assess actions, inputs, outputs, resources, roles and 

responsibilities, processes, and capacities. This is aimed at an organisation wide 

level, so not all requirements may be relevant.  

 

Section 10 – Reporting and communication 

Communicate climate change adaptation work to both internal and external 

stakeholders. If communicating externally, messages should be supported by an 

adaptation report that is accessible to any interested parties. 

 

ISO 14091:2021 - Adaptation guidelines on vulnerability, impacts & risk 
assessment  

 

ISO 14091 provides guidelines to assess climate change related risks, covering 

vulnerability, impacts and risk assessments. This ISO builds on 14090, therefore 

they can be used together. Sections 1 to 4 outline the scope, definitions, and 

introduce climate change risk assessments. These should be understood before 

progressing forward. Section 5 onwards outline the steps to follow to incorporate 

adaptation.  
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Section 5 – Preparing a climate change risk assessment 

Each risk assessment is unique so it’s important to establish the context, identify 

objectives and expected outcomes, establish a project team, determine the 

methodology, set a time frame and prepare an implementation plan. 

 

Section 6 – Implementing climate change risk assessment 

To carry out a risk assessment, hazards and potential impacts need to be 

understood. Impact chains should be developed. Participatory workshops should be 

considered to ensure understanding of the system at risk. Indicators will then need to 

be identified, and data evaluated. Adaptive capacity should also be taken into 

consideration when assessing risk. Analyses of cross-cutting interdependencies can 

deliver relevant additional information. 

 

Section 7 – Reporting and communication risk assessment 

A report can be used to present the climate change risk assessment results. The 

results of the report can be communicated in a range of ways and should be tailored 

for the target audience. Senior managers will commit, take accountability for, and 

implement the adaptation plan and the actions within it. Focus on transforming the 

adaptation plan into activities, by producing an implementation plan. 

 

ISO 14092:2026 - Requirements and guidance on adaptation planning for local 
governments and communities   
 

ISO 14092:2026, provides guidelines for how local government and communities can 

develop adaptation plans, considering regional variations of climate impacts. It 

focuses on vulnerability, impacts and risk assessments. It provides an internationally 

recognised framework to help local governments and communities plan for climate 

change adaptation. It outlines a step-by-step approach for establishing governance, 

engaging stakeholders, assessing and prioritising climate risks, and designing 

effective adaptation measures. The standard supports coordinated cross-sector 
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action and encourages continuous improvement through ongoing monitoring and 

review. While designed for local authorities and community-level planning, its 

structured methodology is relevant to any organisation managing location-based 

climate risks. 

 

Figure 1 below summarises the sections that need to be followed by local 

governments and communities. The aim of them undertaking an adaptation planning 

process is to protect people’s life, property, the environment and wider societal and 

economic activity from the adverse impacts of climate change, both current and in 

the future, while taking advantage of any opportunities, including those arising from 

adaptation measures introduced. 

 
Figure 1: Logical framework of document (BSI Standards publication, 2021)  

 

 

 

The adaptation cycle consists of five iterative stages: pre-planning, assessing, 

formulating, acting, and continuous learning and improvement. Each stage 

corresponds to clauses in the ISO adaptation standard and outlines roles, 

responsibilities, and associated activities. 
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BS 8631 - Using adaptation pathways for decision making  
 

BS 8631 provides guidance to support the business area, project, or asset managers 

to implement adaptation pathways (APs). APs can be used within a broader planning 

process or as a stand-alone adaptation planning tool.  

 

Figure 2 below summarises the nine iterative sections to be followed to develop APs. 

The business area, project or asset managers needs to continually review, respond 

and adapt to new conditions, information, methods and solutions as they emerge. 

 
Figure 2: Sections to develop climate change adaptation pathways (BSI 
Standards Limited, 2021) 

 

 

The nine iterative steps include: planning; understanding current climate risks; 

assessing future scenarios; considering options; evaluating interdependencies; 

assembling pathways; evaluating pathways; reporting preferred pathways; and 

setting out monitoring and implementation plans. 



25.26.206

Climate Change Legislation and Policy Division 
Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs 
Clare House 
303 Airport Road West 
Sydenham Intake 
Belfast 
BT3 9ED

Telephone: 028 9081 6611  
Email: ClimatePBR@daera-ni.gov.uk 
www.daera-ni.gov.uk


	Introduction
	ISO 14090:2019 - Adaptation principles, requirements and guidelines
	ISO 14091:2021 - Adaptation guidelines on vulnerability, impacts & risk assessment
	ISO 14092:2026 - Requirements and guidance on adaptation planning for local governments and communities
	BS 8631 - Using adaptation pathways for decision making




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Annex E  Summary of External Adaptation Reporting Standards (ISO and BS).pdf






		Report created by: 

		Philip Griffiths


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 11


		Passed: 19


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Skipped		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Skipped		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Skipped		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Skipped		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Skipped		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Skipped		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
