




































 

From the Office of the  
Minister of Agriculture,  
Environment and Rural Affairs 
 
 
 
Rachel Woods MLA  
Northern Ireland Assembly 
Parliament Buildings 
Ballymiscaw 
Stormont 
BT4 3XX 

admin@dtni.org.uk 

 
 

 
Room 438 
Dundonald House 
Upper Newtownards Road 
Ballymiscaw 
Belfast  
BT4 3SB 
Telephone: 028 9052 4140 
Email:  private.office@daera-ni.gov.uk 

 

15th July 2021 
AQW 21171/17-22 

 

To ask the Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs pursuant 

to AQW 19887/17-22, to detail the precise role and responsibilities his 

Department’s Environmental Policy Division had in the administration, 

delivery and evaluation of the Aggregates Levy Credit Scheme. 

 

The then Department of the Environment (DoE) administered the Aggregates Levy 

Credit Scheme (ALCS)on behalf of Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC) 

and was responsible for entering into aggregates levy credit agreements with 

aggregate operators, monitoring such agreements and issuing, where necessary, 

withdrawing aggregates levy credit certificates.  All payments of the levy were 

made direct to HMRC, and the DOE did not at any stage have a role in the 

calculation of rebates or the collection of levy payments.   DoE has had no further 

role in the administration, delivery or evaluation in the ALCS following the 

suspension of the scheme on 1 December 2010. As such I can confirm that the 

Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs have had no 

involvement in the administration, delivery and evaluation of the scheme.  

 

EDWIN POOTS MLA 

Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs 
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15th July 2021 

AQW 21172/17-22 

 

To ask the Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs, pursuant 

to AQW 19887/17-22, (i) to detail the environmental improvements agreed and 

undertaken at Craigall quarry, Cullyrammer Road, Kilrea, Co. Londonderry 

under the Aggregates Levy Credit Scheme; and (ii) for his assessement of 

whether any of those environmental gains at the site have been undermined 

by the ongoing destruction of priority habitat and species under the guise of a 

1964 planning permission. 

 

(i) Three Environment audits were carried out by White Young Green 

Environmental - April 2007, May 2008 and May 2010.  Audit 

recommendations were made following the third audit in May 2010, 

however, the scheme was suspended on 1 December 2010 following a 

European General Court ruling on 9 September 2010. 

(ii) I am unable to comment as on 9 September 2010, a European General 

Court ruling annulled the European Commission’s approval following a 

legal challenge.  Consequently, the decision was taken by HM Treasury 

to suspend the ALCS with effect from 1 December 2010. 

 
EDWIN POOTS MLA 

Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs 
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