CAR2 Compliance Assessment Report 2 for Licensed Waste Management Report ID: 250130130038

Facilities

| The Waste and Contaminated Land (Northern Ireland) Order 1997

| Site inspection report Pg 1 of 1

Name of site Name of Operator/Licence holder WML Number
LARGE PARK, AGRI-FOOD & AFBI WML 19/49
BIOSCIENCES INSTITUTE (AFBI)
HILLSBOROUGH
Name of officers Date Time
30/01/2025 In: 13:00 Out: 13:15

Council Area

Weather Conditions

Lisburn and Castlereagh City

Cloudy, Sunny, Dry

Type of site Non-Hazardous Treatment &

Transfer Anaerobic Digestion

Site operational Status | Receiving Waste

| Site life Status

Type of inspection | Scheduled Monitoring

| Operational

Site areas / Phase inspected | Yes

Inspection Results NI= Not inspected NA= Not applicable 0= Compliant 1-3 Non-compliant
1 0 | Specified Operations 14 | 0 Fires on site
2 0 Permitted Waste types 15 | 0 | Waste acceptance and control Procedures
3 0 Permitted Waste Quantities 16 | 0 | Waste quantity measurement system
4 0 Hours of Operation 17 | 0 Storage of specified waste
5 0 | Staffing and Supervision 18 | 0 Monitoring and control of gases/ vapours/aerosol
6 0 | Availability / understanding of licence / Working Plan 19 | 0 Monitoring/ control of dusts / fibres/ particulates
7 0 Attendance of Technically Competent Person 20 | O Monitoring and control of odours
8 NI | Maintenance of Financial Provision 21 | 0 | Control of noise
9 0 Englneered site containment / 22 |0 Control of pest infestations
rainage system

10 | O Site Identification Board 23 |0 Control of litter
11 |0 Site Security 24 | NI | Security and availability of records
12 | 0 Control of mud and debris 25 | NI | Site diary

Potentially polluting leaks and
13 |0 .

spillages
Comments

No issues reported.

Actions

Letter Request

| Continuation sheet

Officer’s Signature

Operator / licence holder signature Name & position
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CAR2 Compliance Assessment Report 2 for Licensed Waste Management Report ID: 250522134337
Facilities

‘ The Waste and Contaminated Land (Northern Ireland ) Order 1997

‘ Site inspection report Pg 1 of 1 ‘

Name of site Name of Operator/Licence holder WML Number
| Agri-Food & Biosciences Institute | Agri-Food & Biosciences Institute | WML 19/49 |
_Name of officers Date Time
22/05/2025 In: 13:40 Out: 13:58

Council Area

Weather Conditions

Lisburn and Castlereagh City

Dry, Sunny

Type of site Non-Hazardous Treatment &

Transfer Anaerobic Digestion

Type of inspection | Scheduled Monitoring

Site operational Status | Receiving Waste | Site life Status | Operational |

Site areas / Phase inspected | Full |
Inspection Results NI= Not inspected NA= Not applicable 0= Compliant 1-3 Non-compliant

1 Specified Operations 14 | 0 | Fires on site

2 Permitted Waste types 15 | 0 | Waste acceptance and control Procedures

3 Permitted Waste Quantities 16 | 0 | Waste quantity measurement system

4 Hours of Operation 17 | 0 | Storage of specified waste

5 Staffing and Supervision 18 | 0 | Monitoring and control of gases/ vapours/aerosol

6 Availability / understanding of licence / Working Plan 19 | 0 | Monitoring/ control of dusts / fibres/ particulates

7 Attendance of Technically Competent Person 20 | 0 | Monitoring and control of odours

8 Maintenance of Financial Provision 21 | 0 | Control of noise

9 Eg?;gztzriisiZ?ncontainment / 22 | 0 | Control of pest infestations

10 Site Identification Board 23 | 0 | Control of litter

11 Site Security 24 | 0 | Security and availability of records

12 Control of mud and debris 25 | 0 | Site diary

13 Pqtentially polluting leaks and

spillages
Comments

Registration for Continued competence course to be sent via email. Copies of WAMITAB completed March 2020 to be
emailed also.

Actions

Letter Request

| Continuation sheet

Officer’s Signature

Operator / licence holder signature Name & position
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CAR2 Compliance Assessment Report 2 for Licensed Waste Management Report ID: 251007145431
Facilities

‘ The Waste and Contaminated Land (Northern Ireland) Order 1997

‘ Site inspection report Pg 1 of 1 ‘

Name of site Name of Operator/Licence holder WML Number
| Agri-Food & Biosciences Institute | Agri-Food & Biosciences Institute | WML 19/49 |
' Name of officers Date Time
07/10/2025 In: 14:54 Out: 15:22

Council Area

Weather Conditions

Lisburn and Castlereagh City

Wet, Cloudy

Type of site Non-Hazardous Treatment &

Transfer Anaerobic Digestion

Site operational Status | Receiving Waste

| Site life Status

Type of inspection | Scheduled Monitoring

| Operational |

Site areas / Phase inspected | Full

Inspection Results NI= Not inspected NA= Not applicable 0= Compliant 1-3 Non-compliant
1 Specified Operations 14 |0 Fires on site
2 Permitted Waste types 15 |10 Waste acceptance and control Procedures
3 Permitted Waste Quantities 16 | 0 | Waste quantity measurement system
4 Hours of Operation 17 | 0 Storage of specified waste
5 Staffing and Supervision 18 | 0 Monitoring and control of gases/ vapours/aerosol
6 Availability / understanding of licence / Working Plan 19 |0 Monitoring/ control of dusts / fibres/ particulates
7 Attendance of Technically Competent Person 20 | O Monitoring and control of odours
8 Maintenance of Financial Provision 21 10 Control of noise
9 Epa?:;zzrigsstigncontainment / 22 |0 Control of pest infestations
10 Site Identification Board 23 |0 Control of litter
11 Site Security 24 |0 Security and availability of records
12 Control of mud and debris 25 | NI | Site diary
13 Pqtentially polluting leaks and
spillages
Comments
Actions

Letter Request

| Continuation sheet

Officer’s Signature

Operator / licence holder signature Name & position

Page 1 of 1












Official Sensitive
Department of

Internal Incident Report Agriculture, Environment
and Rural Affairs

www.daera-ni.gov.uk

Incident Number WR 4/25/0533
Incident Title Allegation of closed period spreading near Ballynahinch Road, Hillsborough
Incident Date 28/10/2025 11:50:00

Investigation on the AFBI site confirmed that this report was dirty water which had been

Investigation ; X -
applied with a trailing shoe on 23 and 24 October.

Details

The dirty water tank in question only receives pipeline wash water from the milking
parlour.

No breach of the CPS rules.

Officer Forename

Officer Surname -

Pollution Confirmed No
Pollutant Category Pollutant Sub Category

Pollution Severity

Alleged Polluter

Advisory Letter Issued gL Fuel Laundering No

Domestic Oil Spillage No losed Period No

=
o

Algal Bloom X Compliance Breach No

N

Fish Kill Severity Fishkill Figures From

Report Executed by || ] B 2t 20/03/2026 09:46:29



20251028_121714 Dirty Water Tank




20251028 121811 Dirty Water Tank




20251028 122546 Shed at Milking Parlour
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20251028 _122608 Milking Parlour 1
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20251028 _122657 Milking Parlour 2

\




20251028 122801 Milking Parlour 3




20251028_124011 Field CPS




20251028_124015 Field CPS
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20251028 124039 Field CPS Trailing Shoe Lines




20251028_124130 Field CPS




20251028_124141 Field CPS - REDACTED




20251028_124441 Field CPS




20251028_124445 Field CPS




20251028_124506 Field CPS




20251028 130643 Trailing Shoe App - REDACTED




FAWR1 Operations - Farm Animal Welfare Inspection Report

SECTION 1 APHIS test 1D:258135284
Business Name and Address: ’I_:arm Business ID 611232
THE FARM MANAGER number:
AGRI FOOD & SCIENCE CENTRE
18A NEWFORGE LANE
BELFAST
BT9 5PX ey
Result of Inspection: f Compliant / :
Reason for Inspection: | Complaint/ Fergeted/
Feltew-Lip-
Inspection
Date(DD/MM/YYYY) 17+ )e )25
How much notice given
(if any) Non&
|§tart Time: 12 Noon
Herd/Flock Number(s): !End Time 1S - 00

UK904551A01, A10002, UK9ABU, 790691, 790691, UK9ABU, 390002
If more than 48 hours notice was given, state reason(s) why:

Inspector's contemporaneous notes and recommendations: (continue overleaf if necessary)

\ A AR H:\\s\oovo‘ NNt e ced r,ar;h«

oQ( ‘Siose ouwl% ok HFB\
D\eaxsc Sce oz dned @O S c& BAv Jr\v\o\tna‘

Nk cij

WA BAAS

| have considered all aspects of farm animal welfare as laid out in section 2 of this form. | have brought
any failures to the attention of the keeper in writing by serving an improvement notice under the Welfare
Of Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 2011, Section 10 or in a cover letter,

Name in Block Capitals: Date:

B s







SECTION 2 - Record of non-compliance

List non-compliant herds For each breach tick the box in the column below
% flocks in thisrow  —*

SMR11 - Calves

List fuliy compliant
herds & flocks in
this column







31

5.4.1

5.4.2

5.5.1

5.5.2

5.5.3

B5.4

5.5

556

5.5.7

5.5.8

5.9
.5.10

.6.1

5.6.2

5.6.3

5.6.4

15.6.5

5.6.6

5.7.1

5.8.1

5.8.2

Case manager's comments and recommendations:

Signature: Name in Block Capitals:

Date:

(56 zs







- 440900000

From: L

Sent: 18 June 2025 14:57
To: Daly, Gemma

Cc: W
Subject: illsboroug

Hi Gemma

tam yet to hear back fron_PVP for AFBI Hillsborough. After the visit below, | feel less
inclined to chase him up, unless you feel it necessary for completeness. | made no approach to
_re pigs as they weren’t part of the initial complaint, but perhaps | should (see issue below).

-and spent a long time yesterday examining the stock; dairy and beef, pigs and sheep at AFBI.

We arrived unannounced and asked _from the science side to show us round. Also
spoke with_who is an AFBI director.

We saw nothing of concern regarding the cattle, with the exception of some drinkers in grazing
paddocks that had water which was green. it appeared that there were so many drinkers per paddock
that ones not used by the cattle had this appearance. We suggested draining these and leaving them
empty rather than expose cattle to risk of harm from water that may be unsafe. There was no
evidence that cattle were using these ones, nor that any harm had been caused.

_had told us that unfortunately 16 pigs of around 10 weeks old had died at the weekend, of
presumed salt poisoning (cause to be confirmed by PME at VSD), after a water line failed a couple of
days previously. Pigs had been moved in a few days previously and the systems were checked in
advance of this including the water. It seems that water was feeding to the drinkers but it wasn’t at
full flow which wasn’t noticed until some pigs developed neurological sings which was taken for
meningitis initially. Eventually 16 died before the cause was elicited. The remaining 100+ are all doing
fine. hwere consulted from the outset and everything done that could be done so | have no

reason of take it any further. Systems of metering are being installed so that a repeat could not occur

we have been told.

We were shown the remaining pigs from this house and all were in good health.

Aside from the above issues, nothing was noted of concern. The farm is run to a very high standard of
welfare, and all management subject to licensing requirements .
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-(DAERA)

From:

Sent: 20 June 2025 13:11

To: (DAERA)

Subject: FW: DAERA Welfare Inspection

Sor e syndbvropres

‘____-_‘_-__—_ e ——

From

Sent: 19 June 2025 08:46
To:

Subject: DAERA Welfare Inspection

Dear-and-

Many thanks for the opportunity to show you around the site and to discuss husbandry practices with myself
and some of the staff across the site.

I was delighted at the end of the walkabout with your positive feedback on what you had seen during the visit
and will relay this back to both staff on the ground and to management.

For the record it is worth noting the following overview from the visit and observations/follow up action points:

1) Beef calves in 3 silos ( clean bedding, feedstuff and clean drinking water provided)

2} Dairy heifers in cubicles (clean cubicles bedded with sawdust and lime)

3} Dairy heifers in small paddocks - limited grass but obvious they were being handled and moved to new
location

4} Dary cows in Robotic House getting zero grazed grass from feed intake units

5} 3 batches of grazing cows observed in field ( all cows looked clean, good condition and no evidence of
lameness) - observation a lot of drinkers in the grazing platform but some had dirty/green water
ACTION Dairy water troughs checked out and cleaned regularly

8) Cowsin Killens house/dairy collection yard

7) Viewed cows getting locomotion monitors added and discussed location scoring with Richard
Mott. Also, stockman reported how tameness was dealt with on the farm -nothing that when cows are
identified with lameness they are treated in the foot trimming crush with competent AFBI staff

8) Viewed calving pens/sick/recovery pens - no cows present but pens clean and tidy

9) Viewed dairy parlor from gallery

10) Introduced to || NG - ¢ ciscussed the observation from the dairy {point5
above requiring action). DAERA vets noted inspection followed report which mentioned a cow with
photosensitivity which may have related back to a previous visit in Sept 2024 and requested some
veterinary medicine/treatments for the animals to be supplied. ACTION -to email-with
evidence of treatment for-

11) Introduced t I o tiined a welfare concern occurrence
over the weekend when 16 growing pigs died believed to have occurred due to inadequate water
supply. IIIIIll shows the accommodation where this happened and also showed all the surviving
pigs involved. [l provide a comprehensive overview of the wet and dry feeding systems in the
finishing unit. [ B provided an tour of the sow unit and provided opportunity to discuss with
other pig staff. Whilst staff acknowledged the disappcintment of this mortality they highlighted the
proposed mitigation factors (flow meters) and sign off sheets to prevent such thing happening again in
the future. ACTION [Jililto provide the internal report of this occurrence including lessons learnt.

12) Viewed suckler cows and calves in beef yard

13) Viewed individual pens of calves in the isolation house.

14) Viewed sheep housing and the 3 pet lambs remaining at Hillsborough. Discussed pet lamb feeding
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15) Looks at beef & sheep recording including the daily sign of sheets for each group of animals (&
transport details to Loughgall) and the veterinary medicine records

| will tiaise with- and -to provide updates on the Actions when these are available.

Kind reiards.
W AT ol “‘6‘-&'2"1

2 [N

2616[28”



Animal Welfare Inspection

28 October 2025

1.

2.

Viewed two batches of sheep.

a. Batch 1 (approx. 50 ewes plus a teaser ram) grazing in a paddock of red clover
field {Neat Brown Hill). lll noted this was part of a study to see if red clover had
any negative impact on fertility. Ewes had been allocated to the study the
previous day and would be moving between a grass field (pm) and a red clover
paddock (am) for a week until familiar with red clover diet. Sheep had been foot
bathed and MOT as part of their pre-mating programme in the previous few days
and a teaser ram was with them. Ewes appeared in suitable condition with no
evidence of lameness. Water trough in paddock with a good supply of clean
water available for them.

b. Batch 2 (approx. 25 ewes plus teaser ram) in Far Brown Hill. Animals viewed
from vehicle but visible to see they were in suitable condition for pre breeding.
Several water troughs in view from laneway and could be seen that these were
clean. .had noted this was a beef heifer grazing study and cattle had been
paddock grazed up until last Monday when animals moved to Loughgall for TB
testing and winter housing. Paddocks had been removed to free field for a group
of ewes for mating.

Isolation House

Viewed the isolation house which had approximately 54 dairy calves — penned in groups
of 2. All pens were well bedded and calves had access to clean fresh water and meal.
Empty pens that were not holding calves were clean (had been power hosed) and either
left clean or had fresh bedding in them ready for calves. Feed preparation area was
clean and evident of good hygiene (clean buckets etc.). Health records were available
and up to date. Daily sign off sheet showed the moerning and afternoon visits and was up
to date (27 Oct pm visit was not signed but all other dates in October had 2 signatures).
The NACWO sign-off sheet was available and 2 inspections had been recorded by B
Lagan in the previous 2 weeks. Rodent control was evident with a bait box beside the
meal store. Meal stored in a steel meal bin and then 2 sealed containers for storing the
meal in the shed. A bag of weigh back meal sitting beside these. The overall house was
well ventilated and no smell of ammonia etc.

Sheep House

Sheep house viewed but no sheep within it. noted sheep had recently been taken out
of the house as their study ended within the past 1-2 weeks. The pens that had sheep in
them recently was viewed and water troughs inspected — evident that these had fresh
water. Other pens within house had been cleaned and power hosed. The area where
lambing pens had been cleaned and evidence of lime on the floor. The lambing protocol
for 2025 was still pinned to the wall which provided full details of the procedures for
lambing, when to intervene, colostrum management, procedure for recording lambing

Anmimal Welfare Inspection_281025, last saved 29/10/2025



events and mortality etc. . noted that ewes are penned according to scanning results
and fed concentrate accordingly - feeding protocol was pinned to wall. This noted that
silage was to be offered restricted and supplemented with meal. . noted that a
veterinary problem within the flock (which lead to ewe monrtality and culling) was
prolapse pre partum and this is why the restricted silage has been introduced. -also
noted that in recent years lambing percentage had been higher than scanning
percentage with high levels of multiple births (triplets and quads) which brings added
complexity. Rodent bait box evident within the house.

4. Barley Hill
2 groups of experimental beef cross calves viewed. First group in the more mature grass
had experienced Coccidiosis post turnout and had a number of digestive upsets. These
had been treated and are receiving concentrate plus they had been getting silage/straw
in aring feeder in the paddock to help with the problem. . noted that 7 animals had
been removed from this group earlier in the month and housed in an isolated silo
{Silo17) for extra attention. One had been euthanized by the vet as it did not respond to
treatment.
Second group - looked much better (coat appearance) and appear to be settled in a nice
plot of grass. Meal troughs in the paddock which had been recently moved as area not
tramped. A number of water troughs available for each group and water within these
was clean. Within the field there were a number of other paddocks evident that catves
had been in previously - some corners had been tramped/poached a little in the bad
weather but evident that this was short term and not prolonged.

5. Beef calvesinsilo
One group in silo 31 (n~25) - lying in clean straw bed - counterpart to group in field -
access to silage and water.. One group in Silo 17 {6 calves) which had been housed from
Barley Hill. Well bedded in clean straw, clean water supply, Clean troughs for meal and
silage available for them. These appeared to be recovering well.

6. Calf House
Washing facilities and disinfectant at entrance. A number of pens with ~10 calves per
pen. Pens were clean with fresh bedding. Automatic feeders and calves had access to
concentrate, fresh clean water and chopped straw. House floor passage was clean. A
number of young calves in individual pens - these were well bedded and calves had
access to fresh water. No evidence of scour or no ammonia smells within the house.
Ventilation tube was operational in central passageway. Colostrum for new born calves
was stored in fridge and was well labelled. Veterinary records available in the office and
was up to date.

7. Heifer rearing house
Dairy replacement heifers in cubicles which had sawdust bedding. Majority were fed
from biocontrol feed boxes with only a small number feeding from the floor of the feed
passage. Out of parlour feeders evident for feeding the concentrate. In the office there
were animal records illustrating the heat recording which was up to date. noted that
dairy replacement heifer numbers were higher in 2024/25 owing to success of sexed
semen and that extra housing for these heifers was underway - refurbishment of a
previous beef house. This was viewed later and evident of it being in the final stages.

Animal Welfare Inspection_281025, last saved 29/10/2025



8. Dairy cows

a. Viewed a number of houses with cows. Cows had access to feed either in feed
bins or along the feed barrier. A lot of cows were lying in cubicles reflecting the
time of day. Cubicles evident of being well cleaned and bedded.

b. Calving pens were being cleaned out and stockmen were re-bedding these with
lime and straw.

c. Two new horn calves in calf cots beside the calving pens. Details of these calves
was recorded on a white board, including calf tag, cow tag, calving score,
colostrum management etc. The calf cots where well bedded with straw and
had heatlamps above them if required. They remain in cots for 24hrs then
moved to calf house which was witnessed when we were on site.

d. Asked stockperson to show us any cows with health issues. He identified two
cows which had some level of lameness and showed these cows to us. Neither
of which had any significant level of lameness evident. He provided detail of
treatment that had been given to these cows, including details of one which has
received antibiotics the previous week. This was recorded within the veterinary
records provided by_ The stockman noted that he and a few others
had been trained in cow foot care and they would regutarly monitor and check
cows feet if any signs of lameness occurs. He noted at drying off time cows
routinely get their feet checked. If small numbers this is done internally by
trained staff or if large numbers and external contractor would comeinto do
this.

9. Pigs
_provided a detailed overview and walk through the pig unit from birth
to bacon. [ got us to sign the visit book and checked we had not been on a pig
farm in the run up to the inspection before giving access to the unit. The main sow
house containing the breeding herd had automatic feeding and drafting system in place.
The sows had access to a number of kennels and had enrichment in terms of straw,
balls and chains with various toys attached. The sows had access to an area with a boar
which is detected automatically. Gilts and boards in pens are also within this house. A
small amount of sawdust is provided to these daily to provide enrichment but to prevent
issues with the slurry system.
Sows in farrowing crates which are due to pig tomorrow were shown. The detailed
farrowing protocol was discussed. Sows with 3 week old piglets were viewed in the
farrowing creates. All animals looked in good condition and feeding records were
available to see. The sows in the farrowing crates had water access with meters.
Farrowing houses and weaner houses had t:amperature controls in place which are all
alarmed. A number of weaned pigs were shown - these were in slatted pens with
enrichment and in temperature controlled rooms. Daily check sheets where available
for each house. The feeding system was shown and discussed.
Several rooms with and without pigs were shown. Those without pigs had been cleaned
and disinfected. Isolation pens were shown , including one used to house an individual
sow which was struggling with the automatic feeding system in the sow house. Whilst
this sow was housed in an individual pen she had pigs in adjacent pens to keep her
company and appears in good condition and not under any stress.

Animal Welfare Inspection 281025, last saved 29/10/2025



!lso provided a tour of the main finishing unit at the main yard. Three pig houses
with pigs were shown. Again all pigs had access to either dry or wet feed and the feeding
systems was explained by} Access to water was shown and checks are in place
to monitor this in all pig accommaodation.
-provided a tour of the temporary accommodation for pigs in the old beef
accommodation. This was the accommodation that had a water issue earlier in the year
which resulted in pig mortality which was reported at the previous Welfare Inspection.
showed the water system in place and how water metres had been added so
that these could be monitored when pigs are being housed. -was able to showa
check sheet demonstrating how this had been done.
-noted that rodent control was managed by an outside company that come on a
monthly basis. There visits are recorded in the visitor log book at the pig unit and this
can be available to view. [ noted the strict biosecurity and that they would follow
a similar route to the visit he offered during the inspection.

10. TB isolation house
The isolation TB beef cow and a dairy cow were viewed in an isolation house beside the
beef unit. Both were in a deep pen of straw and had access to clean water.

11 .loffered to show another group of beef cows and calves that were grazing at the back
of the estate. These had been previously viewed from the distance when looking at the
sheep - no issues noted and drink troughs all clean.

12. -provided a brief update of the inspection to (Farm
Director), | N (Head of Branch) and {Head of Division).
Summary of inspection was that there was no evidence of animal welfare concerns
across the AFBI Hillsborough platform. Animals looked well, had access to feed and
clean water and suitable bedding. Evidence of good record keeping in place. Evidence
of husbandry management protocols. Evidence of rodent control across the site.
Evidence of biosecurity/disinfectant footbaths across the site.

ﬂfg fs. AW\ cu,cv\,\/a;\*c a\cccu\w‘c ofg- ’F\no\w\\ag
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390002 AFBI Hillsborough

17/06/2025 by | (DAERA)
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15 Photographs from record AE1/25/2880546
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Finest silage about at AFBI
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Extraction of email: AE1/25/1897540
From: McDowell, Stanley

Sent: 17 June 2025 16:20

To: DAERA PermSec

Cc: McAuley, Nuala ; Caldwell, Alison

Subject: RE: AFBI issues

Dear Katrina,

Separate to the contact wit | ll] MLA. trade union have raised concerns in relation to
animal welfare at Hillsborough in the form of photographs and videos. | have made the CVO
aware. We are also in the process of investigating internally and have sought initial re-assurance
from the Director, senior farm managers and the private vet which provides veterinary cover to
the site.

Regards

Stanley






Extraction of attachment: AE1/25/1897568

Chief Executive’s Office
AFBI Headquarters
18a Newforge Lane

Malone Upper
Belfast
BT9 5PX

E-mail: I

Ms Alison Caldwell
Senior Sponsor
DAERA

Jubilee House

111 Ballykelly Road
Ballykelly

Limavady BT49 9HP

BY EMAIL - 18 July 2025

RE: Concerns Raised at AFBI Hillsborough

Dear Alison,
Subsequent Animal Health Concerns Raised

Further to the complaints via the MLA, concerns were raised by NIPSA in relation to
animal husbandry and welfare, on 04 June 2025. An initial review has been undertaken
and no current cause for concern found.

However, given there were also historic issues highlighted, a more extensive investigation
is being undertaken by a senior AFBI Vet, independent of the business area being
investigated. They will consider how the incidents arose, the appropriateness of the
response and any lessons learned recommendations.

Kind regards

Nuala McAuley

Director of Finance and Corporate Affairs






























As things stand, we understand_ has not provided AFBi with this detail. Nor has he put any
of the information relayed in today’s phone call formally to our press office in an email and sough
specific comment.

Media Relations

Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs
Clare House

303 Airport Road West,

Belfast

BT39ED

External
Mobile:

Interna

Twitter: @daera_ni

All media queries for DAERA should be sent to pressoffice.group@daera-ni.gov.uk






AFBI operates a scientific farm platform at its Hillsborough site, with its key
purpose of conducting research to support and enhance the economic and
environmental sustainability of farming systems in Northern Ireland.

We take any allegations extremely seriously and have robust procedures to
investigate any concerns raised.

With regards to your email on 27" October 2025, AFBI strenuously refutes any
suggestions of poor farming practices with regard to animal health and welfare
and slurry management at our Hillsborough farm.

AFBI can confirm that it upholds the highest standards of animal health and
welfare. AFBI's controls include accreditation to industry quality standards and
twice weekly checks by an independent veterinary surgeon.

At the Hillsborough site, we operate under strict protocols and procedures to
ensure the responsible management of nutrients across our farm platform.

>>> ENDS <<<

Corporate Comms/Press Office
AFBI Headquarters, 18a Newforge Lane, Malone Upper, Belfast, BT9 5PX
| M
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This morning | have been sent what was sent to Red Tractor. When | review the photos and add what they
are/explanations | will send over —which will likely be tomorrow afternoon at the earliest

Elizabeth

Sent: ovember :

To: AFBI Press-Offic DG_AFBI Corporate.Comms

Cc: Magowan, Elizabeth McAuley, Nuala_

Subject: RE: Media gueries from GB News

We had asked IIIIIEE o ctarify and provide further information to us. To date he has not done so.

Best wishes

From: AFBI Press-Office_
Sent: 06 November 202 :

To: DG_AFBI Corporate.Comms _
Subject: FW: Media queries from ews

To: AFBI Press-Offic
Cc: DG_DAERAPressOffice.Group
Subject: Media queries from GB News

Hi there,

Just wondering if_has been in touch with you recently?

Wondering if he has provided footage to you depicting any of his allegations? He has been in touch to
say AERA committee has received footage.

Best,

_| Press Office | Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA)

a queries for shou e sent to: pressoffice.qroup@daera-ni.qov.u

Eontact:
All medi

Deparyment of A olon Depairtmem o
Agriculture, Environment = Talmhaiochta, Comhshaeil | Fairmin, Environment
and Rural Affairs agus Gnodthai Tuaithe an’ Kintra Matthers

wyend st gor.uk
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DAERA AFBI Sponsor Branch

from: I

Sent: 02 December 2025 14:21
To:

Cc: McAuley, Nuala; DAERA AFBI Sponsor Branch
Subject: FW: AFBI Hillsborough - Red Tractor

| am just following up on”query below and checking whether you provided us with a response as we
have stated in various briefing that this Red Tractor audit has taken place, so we just want the current position
if the Minister is asked where this investigation is at.

Many thanks,

| Corporate Governance Division
Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA)
Clare House | 303 Airport Road West | Belfast | BT3 SED

Department of An Roinn

Agriculture, Environment | Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil
and Rural Affairs agus Gnéthai Tuaithe

www.daera-ni.gov.uk

Sent: 20 November 2025 15:42

Cc: McAuley, Nuala
Subject: AFBI Hillsborough -

At the last accountability meeting it was mentioned that there would be a Red Tractor inspection of AFBI

Hillsborough after the allegations were made. Has this inspection taken place yet and if so, could the findings
be shared.

Many Thanks

1



Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA)
Jubilee House | Ballykelly Road | Limavady | BT49 9HP

Department of An Rolnn Depairtment o’
iculture, Environment = Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil Fairmin, Environment
and Rural Affairs agus Gnéthai Tuaithe an’ Kintra Matthers

www,d 201 80 govaIk






AE|/ 252087178
DAERA AFBI Seonsor Branch

From:

Sent: 04 December 2025 11:00

To:

Ce: DAERA AF8BI Sponsor Branch
Subject: FW: AFBI Hillsborough - Red Tractor

-for info and saving to CM please
Corporate Governance Division

Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA)
Clare House | 303 Airport Road West | Belfast | BT3 9ED

Department of An Rolnn

Agriculture, Environment | Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil
and Rural Affairs agus Gnéthai Tuaithe

www.daera-ni.gov.uk

Sent: 02 December :

To:

Subject: RE: AFBI Hillsborough - Red Tractor

}

I have reminded the relevant area and will revert asap.

Regards

i & Biosciences Institute AFBl Finance and Corporate Affairs
Division | 18A Newforge Lane Belfast BTS 5PX & obile - E-Mail _
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Sent: 02 December 2025 14:21

Cc: McAuley, Nuala
AFBI Sponsor 8ranch
Subject: FW: AFBI Hillsborough - Red Tractor

; DAERA

-

I am just fbllowing up on
have stated in various briefing thaf this Red Tractor audit has taken place, so we just want the current position
if the Minister is asked where this investigation is at.

uery below and checking whether you provided us with a response as we

Many thanks,

= d Rural Affairs (DAERA)

Clare House | 303 Airport Road West | Belfast | BT3 SED

Department of An Roinn

Agriculture, Environment | Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil
and Rural Affairs agus Gnothai Tuaithe

www.daera-ni.gov.uk

From:
Sent: 20 November 2025 15:42
To:
Cc: McAuley, Nuala
Subject: AFB! Hillsborough - Red Iractor




'

At the last accountability meeting it was mentioned that there would be a Red Tractor inspection of AFBI
Hillsborough after the allegations were made. Has this inspection taken place yet and if so, could the findings
be shared.

Many Thanks

| Corporate Governance Division
Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA)
Jubilee House | Ballykelly Road | Limavady | BT49 SHP

Department of An Roian Depalrtment o
iculture, Environment Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil | Fairmin, Environment
and Rural Affairs agus Gnéthai Tuaithe an’ Kintra Matthers

www.daera-n.gov.uk
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afbi

Cc: McAuley, Nuala
Subject: AFBI Hillsborough - Re

At the last accountability meeting it was mentioned that there would be a Red Tractor inspection of AFBI

Hillsborough after the allegations were made. Has this inspection taken place yet and if so, could the findings
be shared.

Many Thanks

mCOrporate Governance Division
epartment of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA)

Jubilee House | Ballykelly Road | Limavady | BT49 9HP

Depariment of An Ralnn

Depairtment o’
Agriculture, Environment = Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil | Fairmin, Environment
and Rural Affairs agus Gnothai Tuaithe an’ Kintra Matthers

www.daers-m.gov.uk
























9/12/25 AFBI Response to AERA committee re AFBI Hillsborough Confidential

support the management of levels in this implementation period. Upon finding this incident,
staff arranged for 8000 gallon of slurry to be removed to alternative slurry storage. Slatted
areas were also scraped down that evening. At all times animals had access to raised dry
cubicles to lie on. The cleanliness of the animals in the image supports the incident being
short term and for the animals to have an alternative dry lying area.

Picture number 14

AFBI Hillsborough routinely monitor and record the body condition (BCS) of all
cows. Average BCS of the dairy cows at Hillsborough is approximately 2.5, typical of dairy
animals. AFBI is aware of this animal. The BCS of this cow was 2 through the lactation in
question. Itis thought this photo was taken in July 2025. Health records note that this animal
took pneumonia shortly after July. Veterinary intervention was sought and treatment
undertaken under veterinary supervision. The animal was subsequently culled.

Picture number 15 and point 8 on video reel — Cow with cut on Hinch

AFBI are aware of this incident which has also been investigated internally. The injury was
treated on 4" June 2025 and was treated successfully under veterinary supervision. The
recent unannounced Red Tractor and DAERA inspections have raised no concerns
regarding animal welfare at AFBI Hillsborough. The internal investigation also confirmed that
the animal was treated appropriately.

VIDEO REEL

Items highlighted in yellow were on the video reel and were additional to the pictures above.
Comments re provided accordingly.

Silage/Dung in Midden

AD slurry spill (Pic 9)

Animals in loose box pen (Pic 4}

Animals in house to with slurry on floor (Pic 13)
Video of Badger in the dairy house

Video of Silo with Minerals in it

Video of beef meal store crate area

Cow with cut on Hinch (Pic 15)

Cow with cut on leg (Pic 3)

10 Beef Youngstock at feed barrier (Pic 1 and 2)
11. Video of soiled water spread on willows

12. Video of soiled water spread in forest

13. Sign of blue green algae at Hillshorough lake
14. Video of Hillshorough Lake and Swans

15. Spill Kit in river (Pic 8 likely)

16. Video of rain water between Pig housing and old beef housing
17. Another picture of Spill Kit (Pic 8 likely)

18. Animals in house to with slurry on floor (Picture 13)
19. Video of concrete bay at beef and sheep unit
20. Picture of meal in silo with Birds

21. Picture of Fallen Stock trailer

CoNOON NN =
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DAERA AFBI Sponsor Branch

From:

Sent: 23 January 2026 09:33

To: McDo - Mulcahy, Grace; McAuley, Nuala

Cc: aldwell, Alison; DAERA AFBI Sponsor Branch
Subject: AERA Committee appearance next Thursday

Attachments: AERA Committee Readout 22.01.2026.D0CX; Letter.pdf

Good morning,
Please find attached the AERA Committee readout from yesterday, which references the Minister’s response
to the Committee regarding the AFBI Hillsborough footage. This appears to indicate that questions on the

material and the actions taken may be raised.

For your information, | have also attached the letter from the Minister to the AERA Committee.

Kind regards,

Corporate Governance Division
Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA)
Clare House | 303 Airport Road West | Belfast | BT3 SED

Department of An Roinn

Agriculture, Environment | Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil
and Rural Affairs agus Gnéthai Tuaithe

www.daera-ni.gov.uk












AERA Committee readout

AOB

— 4

o None

WATCH AGAIN LINK: Committee for Agriculture. Environment and Rural Affairs - Thursday 22 January 2026

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
A Thursday 29 January 2026, Room 21, Parliament Buildings
NOTE WRITTEN BY




AR\ | 2L 1203930 Atkodwasy (2)

From the Office of the Department of
Minister of Agriculture, @ Agriculture, Environment

EnVironment and Rural Affail's and Rural Affairs
An Roinn o
Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil
Robbie Butler MLA agus Gnéthai Tuaithe
AERA Committee Chair Depalrtment o’ _
Northern Ireland Assembly Fairmin, Environment
Room 306 an’ Kintra Matthers
Parllament BUIldingS www.daera nigov.uk
Stormont Estate
BT4 3XX DAERA Private Office
committee.agrienvrural@niassembly.gov.uk First Floar, Clare House
303 Airport Road West
Sydenham Intake
Belfast, BT3 9ED
Telephone: 028 9052 4140
Email; private.office@daera-ni.gov.uk
Qur Ref: COR-0024-2026
Date: 20 January 2026
Dear Robbie,

PHOTOS / FOOTAGE RELATING TO AFBI HILLSBOROUGH

| am writing in relation to the images and video footage relating to AFBI Hillsborough which
were provided to the Department before Christmas.

As you know my Department was already aware of allegations being made in relation to
practices at the AFBI Hillsborough site and was taking these extremely seriously. This
included Departmental officials from both NIEA and by DAERA's Veterinary Service and
Animal Health Group carrying out inspections at the site when the matters were first raised
in October 2025. These inspections on the whole found that there were no major issues of
concern.

In relation to the recent material provided by the Committee, | can advise that the
Department was already aware of much of the material and had already considered
explanations from AFBI on these. Similar explanations have also been sought and
considered in relation to any new material provided by the Committee.

| have also more recently received assurances from the AFBI Chair that an independent
inspection of the site by Red Tractor, which provides accreditation for farm standards, was
also carried out. While this inspection noted some minor issues which have since been
addressed, accreditation status was maintained. Additionally, the Chair has advised that
the AFBI Board will continue to take an active interest in standards at the site.

| hope that the actions taken by my Department and indeed by AFBI provide the
Committee with assurance on how this matter has been dealt with.

If you are deat or have a heanng difficulty you can

contact the Department via the Next Generation Text 'NVESTORS IN PE()PLE

We invest in people Standard

Retay Service by dialling 18001 4 telephone number.
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DAERA AFBI Sponsor Branch

From: McDowell, Stanley
Sent: e
To: ulcahy, Grace; McAuley, Nuala

Cc: aldwell, Alison; DAERA AFBI Sponsor Branch
Subject: RE: AERA Committee appearance next Thursday

We were conscious that the issue may arise but will review and see if there is additional material that we need
to include in our briefing info

Thanks

From:
Sent: 23 January 2026
To: McDowell, Stanle

DAERA AFBI Sponsor Branc
Subject: AERA Committee appearance nex

Good morning,
Please find attached the AERA Committee readout from yesterday, which references the Minister’s response
to the Committee regarding the AFBI Hillsborough footage. This appears to indicate that questions on the

material and the actions taken may be raised.

For your information, | have also attached the letter from the Minister to the AERA Committee.

Kind regards,

| Corporate Governance Division
Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA)
Clare House | 303 Airport Road West | Belfast | BT3 9ED

Department of An Rolnn

Agriculture, Environment | Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil
and Rural Affairs agus Gnoéthai Tuaithe

www.daera-ni.gov.uk






Cc:

aldwell, Alison
Subject: RE: AFBI's appearance at AERA

Hi Stanley,
Our DALO has been in contact with the Committee Clerk this morning who has provided the following
additional questions which Members plan to ask of AFBI at Thursday’s oral briefing. We have been asked to
liaise with yourselves on this and also ask you to provide a copy of your proposed answers.

e Qutline the process for a Red Tractor (RT) inspection?

¢ Was formal notice give to AFBI of the RT inspection?

o What, if any, were the findings and recommendations of the RT inspection?

¢  Whatwould AFBI say in relation to each of the alleged breaches or alleged failures?

Crateful for a response as soon as possible.

Kind Regards

Corporate Governance Division
Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA)
Jubilee House | Ballykelly Road | Limavady | BT49 SHP

Tel:

Depactment of An Roinn Depairtment o'
Agriculture, Environment = Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil | Fairmin, Environment
and Rural Affairs agus Gnothai Tuaithe | an’ Kintra Matthers

www.daera-ni.gov.uk
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From: McDowell, Stanley

Sent: 11 June 2025 17:28

To: Dooher, Brian

Subject: Concerns raised re Animal Welfare at the AFBI Hillsborough site
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Categories: FOR INFO

Brian

Further to our earlier call, | am writing to make you aware that concerns have been raised with me via
the trade union (NIPSA) in relation to animal welfare at the AFBI Hillsborough site.

The concerns are largely in the form of a series photographs and videos which have allegedly been
taken at the Hillsborough site by a member or members of staff. At this point, we have not verified that
they are definitely from Hillsborough but equally have no reason to believe that they’re not. The
covering email refers that some of the photographs were taken a number of months ago (~March) while
others are reported as being more recent.

In brief the photographs / video relate predominantly to (a) standards of husbandry as in bedding and
cleanliness of water troughs etc and (b) animal health issues in relation to a (small) number of animal
injuries and what looks to be a case of photosensitisation. There are also a photograph(s) of the
remains of a sheep carcass.

I have made the Director of the area aware and they have had an initial conversation with the private
veterinary practitioner (who is also the Named Veterinary Surgeon under the Animal Scientific
Procedures Act). The PVP is regularly on site (approx. 2 per week) and is generally content with
standards of husbandry etc with no immediate concerns re animal health and welfare on the site.

In line with AFBI's whistleblowing / raising concern policy there is obviously a need for the issues to be
fully investigated.

To ensure independence in the investigative process and to provide the necessary assurance to
DAERA and to you as CVO, we would appreciate your / VSAHG assistance and / or investigation of the
issues raised.

| am of course happy to discuss further as necessary

Regards

Stanley

Dr Stanley McDowell BVM&S MSc DLSHTM PhD MRCVS | Chief Executive Officer| Agri Food & Biosciences Institute AFBI | 18A
Newforge Lane Belfast BT9 5PX | @ 028 9025 5688 | E-Mail: stanley.mcdowell@afbini.gov.uk

mhtml:file://C:\Users\1216772\Desktop\Concerns raised re Animal Welfare at the AF... 01/04/2026
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