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The Eel Management Plan (EMP) for the Neagh/ Bann River Basin District sets a silver eel 

escapement target within the range of 160 to 240 tonnes per year following the 

requirements of the EU Regulation 1100/2007.  Section 13.1.2 of this EMP states that: 

 

“should mark recapture estimation in future indicate that escapement is falling below 

the target of 200t per year, measured on a rolling average basis, this will necessarily 

trigger measures to reduce exploitation of yellow or silver eels”.  

 

As part of our assigned work programme AFBI undertake mark recapture surveys of 

migrating silver eel in the Neagh/Bann catchment for the purpose of estimating harvested 

and escaping proportions of the silver eel run. The results from this work programme for the 

years 2003 to 2024 are shown within Table 1 and Figure 1. As is shown in Table 1 the 

estimated escapement of silver eels from the Neah/Bann catchment in 2024 was 47.5 

tonnes. Please note that the figures for 2024 shown in Table 1 take into account the 3 tonnes 

of small male eels that the LNFCS reported they caught then returned to the system.   

 

As is outlined within section 13.1.2 of the EMP for the Neagh/Bann River Basin District, silver 

eel escapement is measured on the basis of a three-year rolling average to account for the 

variability of silver eel fishing conditions year-on-year.  

 

Recent three-year rolling escapement estimates are:  

• 143 tonnes estimated in 2022 (average annual escapement from 2020 to 2022),  

• 144 tonnes estimated in 2023 (2021-2023) and  

• 124 tonnes estimated in 2024 (2022-2024).  

 

As outlined in section 16 of the UK CITES Non Detrimental Finding (NDF), silver eel 

escapement compliance is measured on the basis of a five-year rolling average. This section 

states that: 

 “Should the NDF situation deteriorate, for example, were silver eel escapement from Lough 

 







 

Figure 1: Graph showing Lough Neagh total annual silver eel catches (blue bars) alongside estimated escapement (red bars). The green arrow indicates 

the 200 tonne EMP conservation escapement target.  

 

 



 

Figure 2: Graph showing Lough Neagh stocking history for the years 1984 to 2024. The blue arrow indicates the lower range of the 6 to 8 tonne EMP 

stocking target 




