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Epizootic Disease update-  
 

• West Nile Virus (WNV) identified as an emerging disease threat, with increasing 
proximity to the UK and ROI. 

• Surveillance is critical; both GB and ROI are monitoring wild birds and mosquitoes. 
• WNV poses a significant zoonotic risk; in humans it can cause encephalitis and 

paralysis. 
• A vaccine is available for horses, but not for humans. 
• It is anticipated WNV may reach the British Isles within the next few years. 
• African Horse Sickness (AHS) discussed as a serious equine disease, closely related 

to bluetongue (9 serotypes), and not directly contagious between horses. 
• Four clinical forms were outlined: 

• Subclinical (mainly zebras and African donkeys) 
• Acute 
• Peracute (almost always fatal) 
• Acute/Mixed (70–80% mortality) 

• Overall mortality in horses can reach ~50%. 
• Current risk of AHS incursion into the UK is considered negligible, however livestock 

disease trends (e.g. bluetongue) may indicate future risk to equines. 
• The emergence of arboviral diseases is increasing due to global movement, human 

activity, and climate change. 
• The potential impact on the equine sector would be devastating. 
• Enhanced equine traceability will support disease control by understanding horse 

location, movement, and enabling rapid communication during an incursion. 
• Surveillance and cross-jurisdictional collaboration were emphasised as essential to 

protect the NI horse population. 
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Next proposed date of meeting week commencing 2nd November 2026 
 
• PSNI- Operation Gallop expanding into the inclusion of ending violence 

against women and girls against the backdrop of  case, UUJ- 
commissioned a questionnaire – QR code to share to members. 

• noted the usefulness of the links group event held in CAFRE 
Enniskillen. 

• agreed and noted the relationship between equine traceability in regard 
to prevention of harm to humans and that the development of a full traceability will be 
beneficial from this aspect.  

 
Philip Johnston thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 
 
ACTION POINTS/OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE/TARGET DATE: None 

• Arrange meeting with DAFM to discuss URSJI issues- DAFM/DAERA, HIS/URSJI to 
interact directly. 
 

Minutes written 
by:   

Date:  30/04/26 
 

 




