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Dear I

Environmental Information Regulations 2004

Thank you for your information request, received by the Department on 27 March 2026, which

sought the following information:

e provide details of all complaints to DAERA in relation to DONMAC Farms Ltd (near
Cookstown), including details of the complaint(s), copies of all DAERA material
created during consideration of the issues, details of what DONMAC Farms Ltd said

in response to these complaints, and the final outcome in each case.

| can advise that the Department has completed its search and can confirm that it holds some of
the information you have requested. However, the Department is withholding the requested
information under Regulation 12(5)(e) — ‘Confidentiality of Commercial or Industrial
Information’ of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, which provides an exception to
disclosure where such disclosure would adversely affect the confidentiality of commercial or
industrial information, where such confidentiality is provided by law to protect a legitimate economic

interest.
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To be impartial, the NIEA cannot be seen to be providing commercially sensitive information that
may be advantageous to one party over another. Publication must be considered in terms of
disclosure to the “world at large” and not just to you, the requester. Once information is in the public
domain it is outside our control. A Public Interest Test has been conducted and is attached as

Annex A.

A press statement, dated 2016, regarding the court outcome of a case involving DONMAC Farms
Ltd was published and this has been attached as Annex B. Please note that although DONMAC
Farms Ltd were initially fined £8500, this fine was reduced to £2000 on appeal.

If you require any clarification, believe that any part of your request has been overlooked,
misunderstood or misinterpreted, please contact me in the first instance to see if it is a matter that

can be resolved.

If you are unhappy with the manner in which your request for information has been handled or the
decision to release/withhold information, you have the right to request a formal review by the

Department.

If you wish to do so, please contact The Review Section either by e-mailing

daera.informationmanager@daera-ni.gov.uk or by post at The Department of Agriculture,

Environment and Rural Affairs, Data Protection & Information Management Branch, Floor 2, Jubilee
House, 111 Ballykelly Road, Ballykelly, Limavady BT49 9HP, within two months from the date of

this letter.
If after such an internal review you are still unhappy with the response, you have the right to appeal
to the Information Commissioner at Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, CHESHIRE, SK9 5AF,

who will undertake an independent review of the Department’s decision.

Yours sincerely,
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Water Pollution Response and Enforcement Team

An Agency within the Department of Gniomhaireacht de chuid na Roinne An Agency wi'in the Depairtment o
ﬁ Agriculture, Environment | Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil | Fairmin, Environment INVESTORS IN P

1 Rural Affairs agus Gnéthai Tuaithe an’ Kintra Matthers We invest in people St

www.daera-ni.gov.uk






