Farming with Nature Higher Scheme – FwNH Information Sheet
	Option Name:
	Establishment of native woodland less than 5 hectares

	
	

	Option Code:
	ENW

	
	
	

	Option Payment:
	£520.00 per ha 

	
	

	Option Aim(s):
	This Option will enhance the area of native woodland, provide wildlife corridors and areas free from disturbance for a range of wildlife and contribute to the landscape character of the countryside. 

	
	
	

	This option is made up of:
	Annual Management requirements
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	This option is:
	Permanent
	
	Rotational
	
	

	
	

	Option Description and Outcome:
	Native woodland will sequester carbon and enhance biodiversity.   For FwNH sites the ‘Establishment of native woodland less than 5 hectares’ Option will maintain and enhance the biodiversity value of these sites and is included in the FwNH agreement.  



	
	

	Area Permitted:
	Minimum
	0.10 ha
	Maximum
	4.99 ha (made up of one or more individual woods)





Requirements and Controls:
	Code
	Annual management requirements 
	Control type(1)

	
	
	Admin
	CwRS
	OTSC

	ENW1M
	The established woodland must be retained in the same area and location of ‘Establishment of native woodland less than 5 ha’ for the duration of the FwNH agreement and subsequent 15 year retention period.
	
	
	

	ENW2M
	Do not allow livestock to graze the established native woodland.
	
	
	

	ENW3M
	‘Establishment of native woodland less than 5 ha’ must be retained and managed as detailed in the FwNH sites.
	
	
	

	ENW4M
	Field records must be kept detailing area established, date(s) completed, location, species composition, number of trees/shrubs planted and all Management Requirements including Integrated Pest Management (IPM) requirements.
	
	
	


(1)  The possible control types for each requirement may be:
‘Admin’ – administrative checks, ‘CwRS’ – Control with Remote Sensing, ‘OTSC’ – On-the-Spot Check.




Further advice
Tree Protection
All livestock must be excluded by stock fencing.  Deer, hares and rabbits will also be interested in nibbling the new trees and this damage will often lead to the tree failing and you must protect them where necessary. Rabbit and hare damage can usually be prevented using 60 or 75 cm spiral tree guards and canes, but larger, more robust tree tubes and stakes are required to protect against deer. These tubes will generally need to be 1.8 m tall. On some schemes deer fencing (specification reference) may be more cost effective, particularly where it is possible to upgrade an existing fence.

Further Advice:

Reference should be made to the FwNH Terms and Conditions and to the FwNH Agreement. 

Observe all relevant Health and Safety guidelines when operating machinery or using hand tools when completing management requirements under this Option. For further information on Health and Safety guidelines, please check the attached link to the Health and Safety Executive NI:

https://www.hseni.gov.uk/topics/agriculture

