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Exporting a Pet from NI using the DAERA Export Certification 

System (DECS) 

 

Before you start: 

• Guidance and advice on the export of pets is available on the DAERA website 

at Pets Exports including advice on how to check if a suitable Export Health 

Certificate (EHC) is available. 

 

• A DECS application is only required if you are exporting a pet to a destination 

outside the European Union (EU).  

 

• DECS is an online application system for exports from Northern Ireland.  

Access is restricted to the UK and EU to reduce exposure to external cyber 

threats and protect the security of organisational services and data. 

 

• DECS is used to create the EHC, which is sent to your nominated vet for 

completion, along with any relevant supporting documentation. 

 

• Before you start your application for an EHC you should engage the services 

of a vet who is authorised to certify pet exports. A list of practices with 

authorised vets is available online at Northern Ireland Veterinary Practices.  

 

• It is important to make your chosen vet aware of your intended export and the 

planned date of export as soon as possible as the preparation for some 

exports can be extensive and may require significant planning in advance. 

 

• You should discuss the requirements of your export with your chosen vet. The 

vet should familiarise themselves with the example certificate and guidance 

notes available on DEFRA  - Find an Export Health Certificate webpage as 

soon as possible (see further guidance below). 

 

• You can apply for an EHC on the DECS system up to 10 days before the 

planned date of the export, and no later than 2 days before the planned date.  

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/services/pets-exports
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-veterinary-practices-listed-apvps
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Identify the required EHC: 

• Check that an EHC to match your export is available via the Defra / APHA 

Find an export health certificate – using the available search tools. You can 

search by country or by commodity (i.e. what you want to export): 

 

 

• Click to view the EHC webpage and review the advice for exporters in 

Northern Ireland.  You should read any guidance notes and review the EHC 

itself to understand the information required. Your vet should be able to advise 

you on the specific requirements highlighted within the guidance notes/EHC. 

 

 

• Note the 4-digit reference number (in the example above it is 2923), you’ll 

need it to make your application.  You should also share this with your vet, so 

they can review the requirements in advance. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/export-health-certificates
https://www.gov.uk/export-health-certificates
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• If there is no EHC in place for the intended destination or no option to ‘start 

your application’, you should contact Trade.Exports@daera-ni.gov.uk for 

further advice. 

 

• Applications can be started directly from the DEFRA / APHA - Find an Export 

Health Certificate page, by clicking ‘Start your application’  or from the DAERA 

Pet Export page: 

 

 

• This will take you to the DECS message board where you will see further 

important information about the system: 

 

• Scroll down to the button to begin your application. 

 

  

mailto:Trade.Exports@daera-ni.gov.uk?subject=Pet%20Export%20-%20EHC%20Query
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/services/pets-exports
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/services/pets-exports
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Making your application: 

• Remember to use the green ‘Save and Continue’ buttons to progress 

through the application. 

 

• Screen 1: What are the exporter details? – as the pet owner you are 

considered to be the exporter and should enter your details (business name / 

email / phone number) here: 

 

 

NB: The email address you provide as the exporter is important as you will 

receive a confirmation email containing a link that will allow you to make 

changes and updates to your application if required. This email address will 

also be the one used by DAERA to contact you should there be any queries 

about your application. Also note that in respect of the Requesting Exporter 

Name field ,if you don’t have a business then you should use your personal 

name. For pet exports your personal name will usually be applicable.  

 

• Screen 2: What type of application is this? – for new applications you 

should select ‘New Export Health Certificate’: 

 

 

• If you have completed an application and received a signed Export Health 

Certificate but your export details (e.g. dates / flight numbers) change before 
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the export takes place, you will need to apply for a Replacement Certificate.  

You should contact the DAERA Direct Armagh Office which processed your 

original application for advice. 

 

• Screen 3: What are the details of the consignment?  This is where you 

provide information on the planned export.  You will select from options on 

drop down lists for commodity, country and processing office.  You’ll need the 

4-digit reference number from the DEFRA / APHA - Find an Export Health 

Certificate webpage you visited previously. 

 

 

• Screen 4: Should your application be processed by an authorised 

veterinary practice? 

Select ‘Yes’ - EHCs for pets are certified by authorised veterinary practices 

rather than DAERA vets: 
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You should enter your authorised veterinary practice name and select your 

veterinary practice from the list.  If your veterinary practice is not listed, you 

will be asked to provide their details: 

 

 

• Screen 5: What are the dispatch details of the consignment? – For pets 

this means the address the pet will be leaving from. You should enter the 

Northern Ireland premises at which the pet is resident before the planned 

export, and the date on which the export journey will begin: 

 

 

NB: The EHC is certifying the journey from Northern Ireland to the destination 

country and must always reflect that the journey began in Northern Ireland.   
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• Screen 6: Export Health Certificate Template – you will be presented with 

the template for the export journey you have selected. You should add any 

details you can to the form, including your details as the exporter (e.g. name / 

address).  Please scroll down and across as needed to see and fill in all the 

relevant boxes.  The remainder of the form will be for your vet to complete. 

 

 

 

Ensure you use the green ‘Save and Continue’ button to proceed.   

 

• Screen 7: Supporting Documents – some certificates will require you to 

provide supporting documents such as an import permit or owner’s 

declaration.  You can upload them here, but you must also present these to 

the vet who will be completing the certificate: 
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• Screen 8: Is there anything else that may be important to let us know? – 

you should provide any details that are important to the processing of your 

application: 

 

 

• Screen 9: Check these details are correct – this screen provides a summary 

of your application: 

 

 Details at each section can be amended using the ‘Change’ function. 
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• You are also required to read and confirm the statements in relation to the 

accuracy of the application, and to confirm that you understand that it is your 

responsibility to ensure you have received an issued EHC before the export 

takes place: 

 

 

• You cannot submit your application without confirming you have read and 

understood the conditions. 
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Confirmation of your application 

• You will receive a certificate number and advice on what happens next: 

 

• You should quote this number in any correspondence about your application.   

 

• You will also receive an email to the email address you provided at Screen 1: 

What are the exporter details. 

 

• This email contains a link to your application allowing updates to be made to 

your application, if needed, up to 23.59hrs on the Date of Loading that you 

entered when making the application. 

 

In you require further advice regarding a pet export: 

• check the DAERA Pets Exports page, or  

• contact DAERA Direct Armagh or  

• email your query to Trade.Exports@daera-ni.gov.uk  

 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/services/pets-exports
mailto:Trade.Exports@daera-ni.gov.uk?subject=Pet%20Export%20Query

