Farming with Nature Higher Scheme – FwNH Information Sheet
 
	Option Name: 
	Lowland meadow and purple moorgrass and rush pasture remedial management - cut for hay 

	 
	 

	Option Code: 
	HAY 

	 
	 	 

	Option Payment: 
	£280.00 per ha 


 	 
	To maintain and enhance the biodiversity value of lowland meadow and purple moorgrass and rush pasture habitats which are cut for hay through appropriate management regimes. 


Option Aim(s):
 	 	 	 
	This option is 
made up of:
	Annual Management requirements
	


	 	 	 	 
 
	 
	Rotational 
	 


This option is: 	Permanent  
 	 
	Traditional species-rich hay meadows may have declined in Northern Ireland by as much as 97% over the past 50 years.  The loss of hay meadows is mainly the result of conversion to grasslands with more agriculturally preferred grasses.  Application of fertilisers and herbicides, drainage, ploughing, reseeding and a shift from hay to silage production with more frequent and earlier cutting have all been identified as causes of reduced meadow biodiversity and loss of habitat. 
The outcome of implementing appropriate management, such as timing of cutting, method of hay making and aftermath grazing of hay meadows will maintain and enhance the wildlife value of lowland meadows which are cut for hay. 


Option Description and Outcome: 
	Minimum 
	0.1ha 
	Maximum 
	Not applicable* 


 	 	 
Area Permitted: 
*DAERA reserves the right to limit a FwNH agreement value where it considers appropriate to ensure value for money. 
 


	Code 
	Annual management requirements  
	Control type1 

	
	
	Admin
 

	CwRS
 

	OTSC
 


	HAY1M 
	Maintain and manage to enhance the same area and location of ‘Lowland meadow and purple moorgrass and rush pasture remedial management - cut for hay’ for the duration of the FwNH agreement. 
	 
	 
	 

	HAY2M 
	Keep field records as required in the FwNH agreement.
	 
	 
	 


Requirements and Controls: 
 The possible control types for each requirement may be:
‘Admin’ – administrative checks, ‘CwRS’ – Control with Remote Sensing, ‘OTSC’ – On-the-Spot Check 
 
Further Advice: 
    Reference should be made to the FwNH Terms and Conditions and to the FwNH Agreement. 
Observe all relevant Health and Safety guidelines when operating machinery or using hand tools when completing management requirements under this Option.  For further information on Health and Safety guidelines, please check the attached link to the Health and Safety Executive NI: 
 
https://www.hseni.gov.uk/topics/agriculture


