Frequently Asked questions – MEFF 26/27

Is the scheme open for 12 months from the opening date?
Projects funded under MEFF 26/27 must be fully completed, including all expenditure, by 31 March 2027.
What is the reason for the delay in opening the scheme?
The opening of the scheme has been delayed pending formal budget approval from the Department of Finance (DoF). 
What are the procurement requirements for this scheme?
Procurement requirements remain unchanged from previous schemes:
· Up to £5,000 – two price checks are required.
· Over £5,000 and up to £30,000 – a minimum of two written quotations must be obtained. Evidence must show that quotations were requested in writing.
· £30,000 and above – a formal tender process is required.
Can an applicant begin procurement before the scheme opens?
Yes. Procurement activity may be carried out in advance of the scheme opening, provided that price checks or quotations are no more than three months old and remain valid at the time the application is submitted.
Are projects that improve efficiency but also increase a vessel’s fishing capacity eligible?
MEFF 26/27 must comply with existing legislation, which prohibits the use of grant funding to increase a vessel’s capacity to catch fish. Each application will be assessed on its individual merits against the scheme’s eligibility criteria and guidance.
If a project is approved under the current one‑year scheme, can it be extended if a multi‑year scheme becomes available?
At present, any request to extend a project would be treated as a new application under a future multi‑year scheme. This position remains under review and may change.
In partnership projects, is a lead partner required?
Yes. All partnership projects must nominate a lead partner who will submit the application and act as the main point of contact for all correspondence.
Is funding allocated separately across each of the MEFF 26/27 schemes?
No. Funding is not ring‑fenced by scheme. MEFF 26/27 will be managed as a single programme.



When will the MEFF 2026/27 scheme open?
 We are hoping to have the scheme open for applications before the end of June 2026.
Is MEFF 2026/27 a multi-year programme? 
MEFF 2026/27 is a one-year programme.  Applications should be submitted as soon as possible (pre-application engagement is recommended) and all approved projects must be completed and final claim submitted no later than 31 March 2027.

Will there be a multi-year scheme in future?
This will be dependent on receiving the required approvals and availability of budget.

Are existing or previously funded projects eligible for funding?
Previously funded projects may be eligible for funding under MEFF 2026/27.  It will be dependent on a number of factors, including, is it an extension to the previous project, does the application contain requests for equipment that have previously been funded withing the last 5 years and does the project meet the relevant eligibility criteria.

How do I claim funding?
Once approved, the applicant can claim funding under the claim section on the portal.  The claim form must be completed and submitted with supporting evidence (invoices and proof of payment).  These can be uploaded onto the portal or e-mailed to meff.queries@daera-ni.gov.uk with your claim reference and project number and title.

Can retrospective expenditure be claimed?
Retrospective expenditure can only be claimed if pre-approved by the Programme Support Branch.  Each request is dealt with on a case-by-case basis, taking into consideration any relevant evidence related to the project.

When will payments be made?
Your claim forecast will be set out in your offer letter.  All claims for payment are made through the application portal.  Once received, depending on what supporting evidence is required, claims can generally be processed within 10 working days from the date of claim submission, this is dependent on several factors including provision of all required supporting documentation and the workload of the team at the time of submission.  The completion of a Post inspection could delay the payment.

Where can I get further information?
Further information on the scheme can be found on our webpage: www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/marine-environment-and-fisheries-fund-202627
Who should I contact with queries?
Queries can be sent to our direct inbox - meff.queries@daera-ni.gov.uk or you can contact the team on 02844 618065 or 02844 618099.




