Farming with Nature Higher Scheme – FwNH Information Sheet
	Option Name:
	Moorland (blanket bog) remedial management

	
	

	Option Code:
	BBG

	
	
	

	Option Payment:
	£60.00/ha (0.10 – 50ha), 
£30.00/ha (50.01 – 100ha), 
£15.00/ha (>100ha)

	
	


	Option Aim(s):
	To maintain and enhance the biodiversity value of blanket bog habitats through appropriate management regimes.

	
	
	

	This option is made up of:
	Annual Management requirements
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	This option is:
	Permanent
	
	Rotational
	
	

	
	

	Option Description and Outcome:
	Heathland and bog habitats dominate upland areas in Northern Ireland.  The most extensive tracts of blanket bog tend to occur at altitudes in excess of 200 metres but in areas where annual rainfall is much higher, a number of blanket bogs occur in the altitude range 150 metres to 200 metres.  In the extreme west, extensive blanket bogs have developed at altitudes as low as 90 metres. Peat depth is also very variable, with an average of 0.50 - three metres being fairly typical. However, where peat has accumulated in depressions, depths in excess of five metres are not unusual.  Blanket bogs are the subject of a NI Habitat Action Plan.
Remedial management will address undergrazing, overgrazing, damage associated with supplementary feeding sites and lack of active management on blanket bog sites.

	
	

	Area Permitted:
	Minimum
	0.10 ha
	Maximum
	Not Applicable*


*DAERA reserves the right to limit a FwNH agreement value where it considers appropriate to ensure value for money.
Requirements and Controls:
	Code
	Annual management requirements 
	Control type1

	
	
	Admin
	CwRS
	OTSC

	BBG1M
	Maintain and manage to enhance the same area and location of ‘Moorland (blanket bog) remedial management’ for the duration of the FwNH agreement.
	
	
	

	BBG2M
	Keep field records as detailed in the FwNH agreement
	
	
	


 The possible control types for each requirement may be:
‘Admin’ – administrative checks, ‘CwRS’ – Control with Remote Sensing, ‘OTSC’ – On-the-Spot Check
Further Advice:
Reference should be made to the FwNH Terms and Conditions and to the FwNH Agreement. 
Observe all relevant Health and Safety guidelines when operating machinery or using hand tools when completing management requirements under this Option.  For further information on Health and Safety guidelines, please check the attached link to the Health and Safety Executive NI:
https://www.hseni.gov.uk/topics/agriculture

