Farming with Nature Higher Scheme – FwNH Information Sheet
	Option Name:
	Natural regeneration of native woodland

	
	

	Option Code: 
	NRW

	
	
	

	Option payment:
	£480.00 per ha 

	

	
	

	Option Aim(s):
	To increase the area of native woodland, to sequester carbon and mitigate against climate change, to enhance biodiversity by providing wildlife corridors and to enhance the landscape character of the countryside. 

	
	
	

	This option is made up of:
	Annual Management requirements
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	This option is:
	Permanent
	
	Rotational
	
	

	
	

	Option Description and Outcome:
	Natural colonisation by trees and shrubs is a feature of extensively managed land. Herbaceous woodland species can spread from nearby hedges or existing woodland. The Northern Ireland Countryside Survey (2007) describes this natural process of habitat succession from open ground to scrub and eventually to woodland.  For FwNH sites, the ‘Natural regeneration of native woodland’ Option is eligible where it will maintain and enhance the carbon sequestration and biodiversity value of these sites and is included in the FwNH agreement.
This Option is an annual management requirement to ensure retention and maintenance of the Option.  Areas of ‘Natural regeneration of native woodland’ which must be established on LPIS eligible land are protected from livestock grazing so that they regenerate naturally.



	Area Permitted:
	Minimum
	0.10 ha
	Maximum
	As per max agreement value*


*DAERA reserves the right to limit a FwNH agreement value where it considers appropriate to ensure value for money.
Requirements and Controls:
	Code
	Annual management requirements 
	Control type(1)

	
	
	Admin
	CwRS
	OTSC

	NRW1M
	Retain and manage the same area and location of ‘Natural regeneration of native woodland’ for the duration of the FwNH agreement.
	
	
	

	NRW2M
	Features within the scrub area, such as open ponds, must be retained.
	
	
	

	NRW3M
	Grazing or cutting is not permitted.
	
	
	

	NRW4M
	Bracken spread must be controlled.
	
	
	

	NRW5M
	Rhododendron and laurel spread must be controlled.
	
	
	

	NRW6M
	Burning is not permitted.
	
	
	

	NRW7M
	The ‘Natural regeneration of native woodland’ must be established, retained and managed as detailed in the FwNH agreements
	
	
	

	NRW8M
	Field records detailing area created, location, date(s) completed and all Management Requirements including Integrated Pest Management (IPM) requirements.
	
	
	


(1)  The possible control types for each requirement may be:
‘Admin’ – administrative checks, ‘CwRS’ – Control with Remote Sensing, ‘OTSC’ – On-the-Spot Check.


Bracken control: 
Cutting with a flail mower is one method of control. Cutting must take place early in the growing season to allow for sufficient regrowth to be cut again as cutting just once in the growing season will not eradicate bracken.
Chemical control is also effective. However herbicides may only be applied to the area of ‘Natural Regeneration of native woodland’ if justified as part of the implementation of IPM, including for the control of noxious weeds or invasive species by spot spraying of an approved herbicide. To ensure maximum absorption and translocation to the rhizome, bracken should be sprayed with an approved chemical when the fronds are fully expanded and bright green and before any die - back occurs.  This is usually mid - July to late - August, depending on altitude and season. Follow up treatment is essential for full control.


Further Advice
Areas of ‘Natural regeneration of native woodland’ which must be established on LPIS eligible land are protected from livestock grazing so that they regenerate naturally.  That is the payment for this Option will relate to, and not exceed, the Maximum Eligible Area (MEA) of the field.  
Reference should be made to the FwNH Terms and Conditions and to the FwNH Agreement. 
Observe all relevant Health and Safety guidelines when operating machinery or using hand tools when completing management requirements under this Option. For further information on Health and Safety guidelines, please check the attached link to the Health and Safety Executive NI:
 https://www.hseni.gov.uk/topics/agriculture



