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1. Access the Scheme Portal 
The Scheme Portal is available at: Start here | Sustainable Farming | DAERA  

 

Select Login and then choose which service (nidirect or Government Gateway) you wish to 

use to access Sustainable Farming Investment Scheme: 

 

https://digitalapps2.daera-ni.gov.uk/SustainableFarming/StartHere


2 
 

Sign in or sign up to: 

(1) NIDA 

 
Or (2) Government Gateway 
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2. Select the account  
If you have more than one business associated with your Government Gateway or NIDA 

account, please select the farm business you want to apply for by clicking on the circle 

beside the business. Then click ‘Continue’. 
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3. Start a new application 
After selecting the business, you will arrive at the Home page on the Scheme Portal. Please 

note the account you are working on is displayed on the top right hand corner. 

 

 

If you wish to apply for the scheme, then click the green button ‘Start new application”. 

If you have already started an application (saved or submitted) and the Scheme is still open 

your application will be available under ‘Latest Application’ – see Section 12. 

If you applied to previous rounds of SFIS you will see the LESSE and / or Non-LESSE 

listed under ‘All Applications’. The reference NL is for Non-LESSE applications and LE are 

LESSE applications. See Section 14. 

If you wish to change account, click on the ‘My Accounts’ on the top navy bar and this will 

bring you back to Section 2. If you click on your name on the top navy bar, it will log you 

out. 
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4. Check details 
The details of the business can be checked on this screen. There are also useful links on 

the right-hand side to essential Scheme documentation. The useful links are available on 

subsequent screens. 

 

The next screen provides a summary of the applicant. 
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5. Investment Support 
You are asked do you need grant support to proceed with the investment.  

Please note if you select ‘No’ you cannot proceed with your application.  
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If you select ‘Yes’ you need to explain why you require grant support. You must enter at 

least 150 characters for the Continue button to proceed. 
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6. Scheme Details – LESSE eligibility 
This screen will state if you are eligible for LESSE. If you are not content with the eligibility 

displayed, you should refer to the Scheme Guide. 

 

 

 

Select ‘Save and continue’ to proceed. After this, you will have ‘Review application’ buttons 

available at the bottom of each subsequent screen. This will enable you to go to a screen 

which is like a content page and all the application sections visited are listed and state 

whether complete or incomplete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/sustainable-farming-investment-scheme-guide
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7. About your farm 
Please select one answer to the following questions. Please note, the answers to these 

questions will not affect your application score. They are for monitoring and evaluation only. 
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If you are unsure about what level of qualification to select, click on the options and it will 

expand and provide further information. 
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8. Your priorities 
This screen asks you to rank your 10 priorities before selecting ‘Save and continue’. Please 

note, the answers to these questions will not affect your application score. They are for 

monitoring and evaluation only. 
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For each question select from the drop down list available. 

 

9. Item selection 
This page is the shopping screen where you can select the items you wish to apply for. The 

top box is the basket which is populated as you select items from below. Please note there 

is a running total of the grant remaining which will count down from the £25,000 limit. You 

must apply for at least £1,200 grant support, or your application will be ineligible. 
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a. Selecting category 

All the items are under the 13 categories which are available on the Item list at: 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/sustainable-farming-investment-scheme-item-list 
 

If you click on the dropdown arrow under ‘Select a category’ they will all, be displayed. 

 

 

b. Item selection 

To find an item, select the category it is under, for example, select ’Crop / Grassland 

Management’ from the drop down. The first page of items for this category will then be 

displayed. Please note this category has 4 pages of items. Click the arrows or on a number 

to select another page. Click on ‘Add Item’ on the right-hand side to select an item. 

There is a blue arrow at each title. By selecting the arrow, the specification for the item will 

be listed, along with the item score, min/maximum scheme quantity and also a running 

balance of the remaining quantity. 

 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/sustainable-farming-investment-scheme-item-list
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The majority of items have a minimum quantity of 1 but some are higher. Likewise 

maximum scheme quantities are in place. The system will produce an error message at the 

top of the page if you select below the minimum or above the maximum. By clicking on the 

error written in red in the box e.g. Min value not met’ the icon will move down the screen to 

where the incorrect value is entered. 
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c. Item benefit ranking 

After clicking ‘Add item’ you will be asked to rank the benefits of the item by using the 
arrows to re-order. Please ensure you consider carefully and order the benefits in terms of 
importance to your farm, as this information is valuable for future scheme development. 
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Once ranking is complete then click on the box to confirm you are content and click ‘Add 
item(s)’. 
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d. Item ‘Unavailable’ 

Some items will become ’Unavailable for selection’ if the number selected (or previously 

funded) are over the scheme maximum for that item. See the Scheme Guide for more 

information. 

For example, if you are eligible for LESSE, you can only select one LESSE item, leaving 

the rest of this category unavailable. 
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e. Item only available if select another item 

Some items are only available when selected with another item and the online application 

ensures this rule is adhered to. See the guide for the list of items this relates to. 

For example, if you want to select the Fixed cattle handling system you must also either 

select the crush, weigh package or the weigh platform package. 

 

 

Once the fixed and the other selected item is added they are no longer available in the 

bottom table as added to the grocery basket. 
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f. Item Specification 

Please read the specifications carefully. Note some items are packages and there are 

multiple components you must purchase. 
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g. Save selection and review application 

If content with item selection or wish to save the application and come back to it click ‘Save 

and continue’ at the bottom of the screen. 

 

 

If you wish to review your progress in the application to date, then click ‘Review application’. 

 

 

10. Item questions 
For certain items there are some simple short questions that must be answered to proceed. 

Please see the Guide for more information regarding the questions and the items they 

relate to. 

For example, if you select a variable speed vacuum pump you will be asked a question 

regarding electricity usage.  
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For the fixed cattle handling you will be asked some questions regarding your stock. 
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23 
 

Once content with your answers click ‘Save and continue’. If you wish to review, select 

‘Review application’. 
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11. Declaration 

 

 

Please read the application declaration and if content, click on the box and then click the 

green button ‘Confirm’. The next screen will then ask if you are content to proceed.  

If you want to check over your application, then click the back button at the top left of the 

screen. 
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If you are content to proceed, click the green button ‘Continue to final summary’ at the 

bottom of the screen.  
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12. Final summary 

A final summary of the whole application will then be available on the screen to scroll down 
through and check each section. If you are content, then scroll to the bottom and click on 
the green button ‘Submit application’. Note you must click this button before the application 
closing date otherwise your application will not be considered.  

 

 

Once you click Submit application, a message box appears at the top of the screen to 

inform you that you are about to submit your application. If you wish to go back then click 

‘Cancel’ or the back button just above the blue box. Please note the £1,200 minimum grant 

support limit. 
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If you wish to proceed click ‘Continue’. 

 

 

If you wish to save the application, then click on blue writing ‘Download application PDF’. Then click 

‘Open file’ 
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13. Home page on Scheme Portal – after application 

submitted 
 

 

 

While the application period is still open, there is a table below ‘Latest application’. If you 

wish to view your current application, click on the application reference in blue in the top 

grey bar – See SFIS-195 above. If you wish to withdraw the current application, select the 

blue ‘Withdraw’ in the grey bar. A blue box will then display at the top of the screen asking 

are you sure about withdrawing your application. Click ‘Continue’ to withdraw and ‘Cancel’ if 

you have changed your mind. If you withdraw your application, you can submit another one 

if the scheme is still open. 
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14. Scheme Dashboard 
 

After the scheme is closed a LESSE or Non -LESSE application is listed under ‘All 

applications’ in the Scheme Portal Homepage.  

 

 

 

By selecting the appropriate reference in blue writing e.g. 24-NL-171 the dashboard for that 

application will open.  
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You can view your application summary here: 
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a. Withdraw application 

To withdraw a LESSE or Non-LESSE application select the blue ’Withdraw application’ in 

the Application box. A blue box will appear at the top of the screen to check if you are 

content to withdraw your application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you select ‘Continue’ the screen will confirm your application is withdrawn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By selecting ‘My applications’ you will return to the Scheme Portal Homepage. 
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b. View Letter of Offer 

Before accepting / declining your Letter of Offer you must review it. Click on the blue ‘View’ 

in the ‘Documents’ box to access your Letter of Offer. 

 

 

 

The screen will then display your Letter of Offer. 
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c. Accept/decline letter of offer 

 

 

 

Click on the ‘Accept/decline letter of offer’ in the ‘Actions’ box if you wish to accept or 

decline before it expires. 
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If you wish to decline your Letter of Offer then click on the bottom box and click on the 

green ‘Confirm’ box. 

If you wish to accept your Letter of Offer then select the top 3 boxes and click the green 

‘Confirm’ box before the expiring date that is stated on the screen and on your Letter of 

Offer.  

 


