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Caution — This email has been received from outside the NICS network.
Please ensure you can verify the sender’s name and email address.
Treat all attachments and links with caution.

FOR INTERNAL NICS STAFF ONLY - If you have any concerns regarding the email please forward to
spam@finance-ni.gov.uk.

Dear Andrew

Just wanted to say congratulations and give you our best wishes on being appointed DAERA
Minister.

We look forward to working with you and your team in the weeks and months ahead particularly on
the journey to net zero and decarbonisation, protecting and enhancing our biodiversity and water
environment.

Gordon Best

Regional Director

T:02890824078 E: info@mpani.org W: www.mpani.org

Mineral Products Association (Northern Ireland} Ltd, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park, Dundrod
Road, Crumlin, Co Antrim, BT29 45R

“ Northern Ireland
essential materials

sustainable solutions



Confidentiality: This e-mail and its attachments are intended for the above name only and may be
confidential. if they come to you in error, you must take no action based on them, nor must you
copy or show it to anyone. If you have received this e-mail in error please contact us to advise.
Registered in Northern Ireland as Mineral Products Association (Northern Ireland) Limited, No.
61329, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park, Dundrod Road, Crumlin, Co Antrim, BT29 4SR
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Introduction

Founded in Northern Ireland in 1998 the Association now represents 95%
of aggregate production in the province. Our membership includes major,
medium and smaller sized companies. The Association represents
companies engaged in the supply of primary aggregates; the processing
of recycled and secondary materials; the production of down stream
processed products such as asphalt, lime, mortar, ready-mixed concrete,
precast concrete and road surfacing contracting.

Aggregates are among the very essentials of life - as important to us in
their own way as the food from our farms. Through their products,
guarries give us places to live, places to work, places to play and much
more. They literally underpin our society.

Quarrying does, however, have environmental implications and
recognising this, the Northern Ireland industry aims to adopt a responsible
approach to its work and a considerate attitude to its neighbours.

Mineral Products is a major industry in Northern Ireland. The Mineral
Products industry in Northern Ireland directly employs some 5000 people,
produces approximately 22 million tons of aggregates per year and has a
turnover of around £750 million per year (2% of NI GDP). The Mineral
Products Sector is a varied industry, with the majority of NI businesses
family owned, alongside a number owned by large multinational
companies, it is primarily a rural industry, supporting jobs in rural areas.
The full economic impact of the geoscience industry to the wider NI
economy is calculated to be 83,700 jobs, £3.7 billion in Gross Value Added
(GVA) and £1.8 billion in wages. More information on the economic value
of the Geo Science sector to the NI Economy can be viewed at
https://www.ulster.ac.uk/ __data/assets/pdf file/0010/406936/Economic-Impact-of-

Geosciences_final-report-12th-April-2019.pdf

The majority of the Minerals Industry in NI is strictly controlled and has to
meet high standards of environmental performance set by Government
and the Planning Authorities. As urban sprawl and land designation
increases, it is vitally important that Northern Ireland’s aggregate
resources are identified and protected for responsible utilisation by future
generations.

The purpose of this briefing paper is to brief the Minister and senior
officials, on the work that the Mineral Products Association NI does with
the various Departments under the control of the DAERA Minister.




Core Values

Every member of the MPANI is expected to subscribes to a set of core social
values which in turn feed the sector’s sustainable development strategy. Attached
to each core value are one or more performance indicators so that performance
can be constantly assessed with a view to improvermnent. The aspiration is always
to do better.

Social progress

» Health & safety
The highest priority for MPANI members is the health and safety of their
employees, contractors and visitors.

» Competence
We recognise the need to maintain and develop a competent workforce.

»  Working with the community
We recognise that our operations are part of the local community and strive to be
good neighbours.

= Partnerships with stakeholders
We value our partnerships with all relevant stakeholders and recognise that good
communications with them are essential.

=  Heritage
We recognise the importance of our national heritage.

Environmental protection

= Natural environment
We recognise the potential that our operations have to affect the environment
and are committed to minimising and mitigating such effects.

» Restoration of land
Quality restoration and aftercare of industry operations, sensitive to local
requirements, is an essential part of the responsible stewardship that we expect
from MPANI members.

= Bjodiversity and geodiversity
We are committed to improving our management of biodiversity and geodiversity.

Natural resources

= Resource conservation
We recognise our responsibility to make the most efficient use of all resources.

Economic prosperity

= Providing essential materials

We recognise that the materials we supply are, and will continue to be, essential
for the improvement of standards of living and the quality of life in NI and the
wider UK.

*  Employment
We recognise that our operations are an important source of employment and
economic activity.




Key Issues
Climate Change and Carbon reduction

MPANTI is currently working with a number of organisations in the public /
educational / private sectors in collaborative networks investigating the
use of biochar and biomethane in the manufacture of construction
products. A number of our members have been awarded funding through
the IETF and Innovate UK to decarbonise their operations. We are also in
discussions with other partners to look at the use of Low value / High
Volume materials for use as low carbon alternatives in cement and asphalt
manufacture. We are also considering the formation of “quarry clusters” to
investigate the production of green hydrogen.

We are committed as an Industry to do our bit to achieve zero carbon
emissions by 2050. The ever-increasing speed of change of technology
means we are at the beginning of a new Industrial Revolution driven by
energy transition and digitisation that will undoubtedly transform many
traditional industries such as minerals and the manufacture of
construction materials. The technology is now available and developing
that will mean many industrial operations, including quarrying, can
become energy independent and carbon neutral by using renewable wind
not only to power its day time operations but then to use the that wind
energy at night to manufacture and store its own hydrogen energy by
having an electrolyser on site. This on site produced energy can then be
used to not only fuel other on site operations and mobile plant but also
any transport fleet used to supply materials to customers.

Decarbonisation and the circular economy are areas where we as a
Minerals Sector are devoting a lot of time and expense developing our
thoughts and identifying objectives for the medium and long term. The
cement industry has reduced its carbon footprint by over 50% since 1995
and continues to invest billions worldwide into further reduction through
carbon capture, low carbon additives and low/zero carbon fuels. In the UK
and NI we are the largest transport sector by tonnage. In NI alone we
transport approximately 80,000 tonnes of construction materials every
day. That's 4000 Lorry loads every day. If they were parked together,
they would stretch from Belfast to Dungannon. The decarbonisation of our
Industry in terms of the extraction, processing, manufacture and
transport of construction materials will make a significant contribution to
reducing the carbon footprint of our buiit environment and the wider
economy of Northern Ireland. To achieve this, we need Government
support and a joined approach and incentivising through innovative
procurement policy as Government purchases almost 40% of construction
materials made in NI.

Many MPANI members have already invested in new renewable
technologies such as wind turbines, photovoltaics and now EV charging
points for company cars and small vans. However, this drive towards
decarbonisation is being hampered by delays in planning and the lack and
cost of electricity grid connections. MPANI would highlight a number of




areas that if addressed and solutions found would greatly change the way
we generate and use energy here in NI.

1. The lack of capacity to receive non-centralised generation
throughout the electricity grid is a matter that needs urgent
consideration. MPANI members have a strong interest in facilitating
generation of renewable or low carbon electricity for society. The
location, extent and the availability of natural resource (eg wind
and water) at our members sites means that we are well placed to
facilitate tower carbon technology rollout and innovation.

2. The lack of interconnection capacity toc GB and Rol is further
constraining NI's ability to decarbonise ~ members generating
assets should not have to be constrained during periods of local low
demand and high wind for example.

3. We appear to have a poor electricity grid that is incapable of
receiving diffuse sources of decarbonised energy generation.

Government and each industry sector will need to work in close
collaboration, to build a shared understanding and pathway to net zero,
one where policy, financial and infrastructure enablers are coordinated to
support each sector’s decarbonisation and to manage a just transition.

There is a need for long term support for hard-to-abate sectors, such as
our own, from Government similar in scale to the policy and financial
support that has driven renewables development and deployment.

We would empbhasise that it is vital to ensure a ‘just transition’, which
maintains the competitiveness of NI and UK manufacturing and jobs, and
which is fair to consumers and society. As part of this, it is also important
that UK territorial emissions are not replaced by carbon leakage where
imported goods shift the environmental issue abroad, driven by unegual
carbon cost.

We believe that CO2 emissions from buildings and infrastructure should be
assessed over their whole-life, not just embodied carbon.

NIEA

MPANI, and formerly QPANI, has always had an excellent working
relationship with Environment and Heritage Service and now NIEA. One of
our major concerns is the delays in the planning process caused by the
time it takes for statutory consultees to make decisions. MPANI warmly
welcome the report written by John Irvine of DfI which looks at the role of
statutory consultees within the NI Planning process. The paper considers




how stakeholders can come together to streamline the process to build
capability and improve the efficiency and responsiveness of the system,
particularly for major and economically sensitive applications. MPANI
would call for quick impiementation of the Irvine report recommendations.

Statutory Consultees play an essential role within the planning process.
There is a clear need to change the Planning System culture here in
Northern Ireland and as such we would support the full adoption of the
2019 Irvine Reports 4 main conclusions and 13 recommendations for
consideration. That said however there needs to be significant investment
in skills and knowledge within statutory consultees, such as NIEA, as they
are an important part of the planning process.

Prior to the voluntary exit scheme, we had regular contact through our
“quarry group” and some excellent initiatives were progressed. The
industry has worked closely with NIEA Industrial Pollution and
Radiochemical Inspectorate (IPRI) to produce modern guidance that has
resulted in a significant improvement in performance and high levels of
compliance.

On the protection and enhancement of Biodiversity the local quarry
industry has a very proud record of good practice and guardian ship of
local biodiversity. To view the guidance that MPANI gives to Members and
to view actual local case studies go to our website at
https://mpani.org/biodiversity/. On a national scale we have just
celebrated 50 years of

MPA has also produced Biodiversity Action Plans/Management Plans
Guidance for its members

For more information on guidance, we give to members go to our website
at Quarries & Nature (mineralproducts.org)

The industry has in the past worked closely with NIEA Water Management
unit to produce modern guidance on the “"Wise Use of Water” that has
resulted in a significant improvement in performance and high levels of
compliance.

To view the guidance document, go https://www.daera-
i.gov.uk/publications/quidance-wise-use-water-aggregates-and-

quarry-products-industry .

Last year our MPANI / NIEA Liaison group set about updating this
excellent guidance document. This guidance was first published and
endorsed by Roy Ramsay, it was then updated and became electronic
back in 2015 under Wesley Shannon's reign as chief executive. NIEA staff




and MPANI committee members put a lot of hard work into the updated
version and it's an example of how the regulator and industry can work
together to improve performance and protect our precious water
environment. We have been awaiting NIEA Senior Management signoff for
the guidance for a number of months now so anything you can do to
progress this would be much appreciated.

The Minerals industry has a very important part to play in the
conservation of our natural heritage in view of the areas of land that it
manages. Extraction activities can have damaging effects on the
environment, be visible on landscapes and may impact on the integrity of
ecosystems, therefore they are areas of concern in planning.

Conversely, quarries can be important sites for biodiversity because they
can support a diverse mix of habitats and substrates. Exposed rock faces,
nutrient-poor soils, a diverse range of available niches, and closeness to
large areas of semi-natural habitat also contribute to the potential wildlife
value of quarries. Quarries can be important sites for the study of
geodiversity because they provide valuable geological exposures. They
can be an important resource for geological education, training and
research. This may range from the involvement of schools and local
communities in discovering and understanding their local natural heritage,
to more detailed scientific research and the conservation of important
geological evidence.

MPANI are actively addressing the biodiversity challenges our members
face including, adopting standards and guidelines and actively engaging
with biodiversity experts to mitigate the impacts of operations, to ensure
no net loss of biodiversity, to strengthen positive impacts and wherever
possible to strive for a net positive biodiversity impact. In recent times
local MPANI member companies have developed partnerships with RSPB,
Woodland Trust and NIEA that has seen restoration best practice adopted,
significant hectares of natural woodland planted and local companies sign
up to the All-Island Pollinator Plan. Therefore, it is a sector in which
biodiversity is being actively addressed and from which many lessons can
be learned as well by businesses operating in other sectors.

Modern guidance on the management of Non-Energy Extractive
Operations within designated sites show how the needs of extractive
industry can be met while avoiding adverse effects on wildlife and nature.
The guidance,
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management

docs/neei n2000 guidance.pdf examines how the potential impacts of




extraction activities on nature and biodiversity can be minimised or
avoided altogether. It highlights the importance of strategic planning, the
appropriate assessment of new developments, and the need for adequate
mitigation measures. The guidelines contain many examples of best
practice, and show how some extraction projects can ultimately be
beneficial to biodiversity by providing highly quality ecological niche.

Taking the guidance from this EU Document into consideration MPANI
would contend that all extractive operations, regardless of their location,
being determined against a criteria-based policy and if a proposal meets
those criteria, then it will be acceptable. This effectively means that every
operation will be determined on its merits. Responsible businesses will
adopt practices that take recognition of their impacts on neighbours and
will do everything they can to mitigate the environmental and amenity
impact of their operations. All impacts will be assessed and mitigation
measures proposed as part of an environmental impact assessment in the
planning application process.

MPANI acknowledge the extraction process and construction materials
manufacturing sites, if not managed to best practice standards, have the
potential to impact negatively on residential amenity through noise, dust
and increased traffic. However, MPANI believe, and have proof, that the
significance of these impacts is perceived in many cases and not
supported by the reality of reports on the ground. For example, year on
year Noise Complaints Statistics issued by NIEA does not identify the
quarrying sector as a source of complaint. Also, latest statistics from NIEA
show the quarrying industry in Northern Ireland to have one of the
highest compliance rates for water discharges from their sites. The
quarrying industry is one the most regulated industrial sectors and
through MPANI our Members in Northern Ireland have access to the most
current and expert advice on reducing their environmental impacts.

In terms of quality restoration this is now standard practice with mineral
applications. We would add that any restoration plan should take account
of enhancing and protecting any priority species identified in the local area
and enhancing any designation in the locality.

The transport of aggregates and construction materials can have
significant detrimental effects on local air quality in relation to dust and
particles the mitigation measures, investment and legal obligations that
local operators can make and implement is sufficient to minimise these
effects. While the Aggregates Levey Credit Scheme is no more the
guidance set out in the compliance protocol is still the operating standard
expected by the industry.




The Mineral and Aggregates Industry has the potential to impact
negatively on historic environments and cultural assets. However, in
recent years Mineral Planning applications have included a requirement to
investigate possible archaeological remains on proposed quarrying land.
To address this and to mitigate any possible loss of archaeological
heritage the Quarry Industry through MPANI agreed a “Memorandum of
Understanding” with the DfC Historic Environment Department. (HED).

Conclusion

Minister, I hope this briefing paper has been informative and I trust you
have had the opportunity to review our “Priorities for Government paper.
We would cordially invite you, when the time is suitable, to visit one of our
member's sites to view for yourselves the investment and resources that
go into supplying aggregates and other construction materials for the NI
and UK Construction Industry. We would also take the opportunity to
show you the increasing investment in energy efficiency and energy
transition measures in order to reduce the carbon footprint of the
industry, biodiversity enhancement and the increased use of recycled and
secondary materials.

For further information on these issues please contact Gordon Best,
Regional Director, Mineral Products Association NI on 02890824078 or
mobile 07876136929 email gbest@mpani.org or visit our website at
www,. mpani.org
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Mineral Products Industry

Priorities for NI Government

Delivering for Northern Ireland

The mineral products industry is an essential, indigenous and major primary material producer that is locked into the DNA of the Nl economy.
Our members supply 80,000 tonnes of materials per day to construction customers across NI, the Rol and GB. Our materials are critical to many
other NI industries such as transport, energy, agriculture, water and housing that all rely upon the supply of mineral products of one type or
another. In short, we are fundamental to the econamy, the development and maintenance of NI Infrastructure, the built and natural environment
and the improvement of people’s everyday lives. Mineral products will continue to be essential as we build back better and chart our course to
decarbonisation and Net Zero by 2050. To maximise competitiveness of our sector and the wider economy, NI Government and political leaders
must prioritise the best access possible to local, national, all island and global markets and skills.

Priorities for NI Government

An efficient and fit for purpese nplagnihs[wem ¢ Develop a culture of life long learing and develop a specific Digital Skills
action Plan for Northern Ireland.
s  Adequately resourcing of the planning decision making

process, including statutory consultees at both Dfl and local *  Needto facilitate and incentivise strong links between Business and Local

Council level. Schools.

+ Establishment of a local Council shared service for the - Support for 14-19 year-old young people who wish to follow a more
management and processing of Mineral Planning in NI, vocational and technical career path.

* Protectingandsafe-guarding the local supplyof mineral Bupporting Industry to transition to lower / zero carbon fuels and power
productsinline with the Strategic Planning Policy sources:
Statement and UK Minerals Strategy. Ve ey

» Introduction of a review mechanism for environmental *  Provide support to those heavy industries who can
conditions so that all mineral sites are operating to the most transition to renewable energy and eventually to green
up to date environmental conditions. hydrogen.

» Provide support for the retraining of staff for new zero
carbon technologies.

*  Ensure planning enforcement is robust to protect
responsible operators.
* Provide suppart for traditional industry to utilise

Improve the delivery of infrastructure projects and thei . innovative technelogy and digitisation,

maintenance of our roads, water and sewerage networks
Making industry taxation fairer and more

»  Establish an Independent Infrastructure Commission in efficient:
order to secure a long-term approach to wider
infrastructure planning and delivery, and to help drive our *  Support for appropriate and fair environmental taxation.
post Covid recovery, our response to Brexit and enable us s Use the tax system to incentivise good practice and
to ambitiously tackle the climate crisis. corporate, social responsibility.

*  Establish multi-year infrastructure and maintenance

Protect NI Industry and the high standards it applies

budgets.

* Support responsible operators through the procurement * Recognise 3 Party accreditation and quality standards as
and rating systems. Make responsible sourcing principles a a condition for supplying materials to the public sector in
key pillar of public sector procurement. NI

* Instigate an independent review into the procurement of + Iimplement in full the findings of the Hackett Report to
construction services and contracts in N Ireland. ensure the fire safety of all buildings.

InvestinginSi(ms 7 * Holding imported construction materials to the same
quality and environmental standards as locally preduced
* Ensure the education andskills systemprovides the products.
workforce with the capabilities required forthe modern

economy.

Mineral Products: essential for schools .. . hospitals . .. homes . .. roads . .. railways

. .energy supply .. airports ... ports ... food . .. water. . agriculture




MPANI Member Commitments to

N | Government

Meeting the future demand for mineral Improvingthe sustainability of the N supply chain by:
| products generated by economic growth and *  Protectingthehealthandsafety of ourworkforceand
! development by: : all associated withtheindustry, includingneighbours

andlocal communities,
e Investinginourpeopletoimproveskillsand
competenceand broadeningawarenessofemployment
opportunities in the sector.

s Work with NI Government to set achievable targets and
deliver a net zero carbon economy by 2050,

s Continuingtomakefulluse ofrecycledandsecondary

¢ Investingin indigenous mineralresources, materials, supporting the circular economy.

manufacturingplant and transport operations.
o . * Increasing biodiversity, net gain and nature conservation on our sites
s Contributingtotheinnovativedevelopmentof and through quality restoration.

mineralproducts and evolution of product standards

and design codes. «  Continuing to reduce our emissions, meeting higher

environmental standards and going beyond compliance.
e  Planning our future operations in a sustainable way. . . .
*  Workingwithcustomerstoensureefficientand

sustainable use of industry products.

The mineral products industry and its supply chain contribution to Northern Ireland:

22mt 5,000 £700m £1.9bn

Annual NI production of local employees Annual turnover for Annual Gross value
aggregates and supporting the N'mineral added generated by the
manufactured mineral rural cornmunities products industry industry
products

/L

£1.8bn £2.5bn 31,200 83,700

Annual turnover of Annual value of People employed Jobs supported through
the industries we construction output, our inthe geo science our wider supply chain
supply main customer industry

The Mineral Products Association ( N1)is the trade association forthe
aggregates, asphatt, cement, concrete, dimension stone, lime, mortar m
and silica sand industries. For further MPANI information visit pa

wew.mpariorg Northern ireland
Mineral Products Association NI essentlal materials
Nutts Corner Training Centre, 17 Dundred Rd, Crumlin BTz2g 4SR sustainable solutions

Tel 02890 B24078

ne

Mineral Products: essential for schools . . hospitals .. homes . . . roads . . . railways

...energy supply . . airports ... ports. .. food .. water. .. agriculture
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Good morning Gordon,

Please see attached letter from Minister Muir MLA in response to your email of 09 February 2024.
Please note that a hard copy of this letter will not follow in the post.

Kind Regards

— e

I DAERA Private Office | First Floor, Clare House 303 Airport Road West | Belfast |

BT3 960 | Contact: I
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From: DAERA Private Office <Private. Office@daera-ni.gov.uk>
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2024 3:23 PM

To: gbest@mpani.org

Subject: RE: Briefing paper {DAERA REF: INV-1094-2024)

Good afternoon Gordon,
Thank you for the attached correspondence to Minister Muir.

This request is currently under consideration and a response will issue in due course.

Kind Regards

i el il etk

N _;DAERA Private Office | First Floor, Clare House|303 Airport Road West | Belfast |

BT3 9€D | Contact: |
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From: gbest@mpani.org <gbest@mpani.org>

Sent: Friday, February 9, 2024 1:50 PM

To: DAERA Private Office <Private Office@daera-ni.gov.uk>
Subject: Briefing paper

Caution — This email has been received from outside the NICS network.
Please ensure you can verify the sender's name and email address,
Treat all attachments and links with caution.

FOR INTERNAL NICS STAFF ONLY - If you have any concerns regarding the email please forward to
spam@finance-ni.gov.uk.

Dear Andrew

Just wanted to say congratulations and give you our best wishes on being appointed DAERA
Minister.

We look forward to working with you and your team in the weeks and months ahead particularly on
the journey to net zero and decarbonisation, protecting and enhancing our biodiversity and water
environment.

Gordon Best

Regional Director

T: 02890824078 E: info@mpani.org W: www.mpani.org



Mineral Products Association {(Northern ireland} Ltd, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park, Dundrod
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Confidentiality: This e-mail and its attachments are intended for the above name only and may be
confidential. If they come to you in error, you must take no action based on them, nor must you
copy or show it to anyone. If you have received this e-mail in error please contact us to advise.
Registered in Northern Irefand as Mineral Products Association {Northern Ireland) Limited, No.
61329, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park, Dundrod Road, Crumlin, Co Antrim, BT29 4SR






From the Office of the
Minister of Agriculture,
Environment and Rural Affairs

Gordon Best

Mineral Products Association (Northern
Ireland) Ltd,

Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park,
Dundrod Road,

Crumlin,

Co. Antrim

BT29 4SR

B A

Department of
culture, Environment

and Rural Affairs

www.daera-nl.gov.uk

DAERA Private Office

First Floor

Clare House

303 Airport Road West
Sydenham Intake

Belfast

BT3 9ED

Telephone: 028 9052 4140

Email; private.office@daera-ni.gov.uk

gbest@mpani.org

Our Ref: INV-1094-2024
Date: 16 February 2024

Dear Gordon

INVITATION TO VISIT A MINERAL PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION NI (MPANI)
MEMBER SITE

Thank you for your email of 9 February 2024 inviting me to visit a Mineral Products
Association NI member site and also for sharing the MPANI Briefing Paper and your
document highlighting the Mineral Products Industry Priorities for NI Government.

| would be pleased to take you up on this offer of visiting one of your member's sites.

My Diary Manager, |l will contact you in due course to make the
necessary arrangements.

Yours sincerely
ANDREW MUIR MLA

Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs






{NV-1034-2024 : Inwvitation to visit a Mineral Products Association NI {MPAN!} member site
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Raised By: Gordon Best
Reference: INV-1094-2024

Subject: INV-1094-2024 : Invitation to visit a Mineral Products Association NI (MPANI) member site

Reterred o: |

Date referred: 05/12/2024

Please see attached response issued by email this afterncon. The CM container for this case is AE2-
24-15240 and it is the Business Area’s responsibility to save all correspondence appropriately.

For further information etc. contact:

Private Office

Copied To For Information:

Press Office; DAERA PermSec; DAERA Green Growth Co-ordination






From: DAERA Private Office

Sent: 05 December 2024 18:39

To: gbest@mpani.org

Subject: RE: Letter to Minister Muir {DAERA REF: INV-1094-2024)

Attachments: Letter from Minister Muir MLA pdf; Letter- 16.02.24.pdf; Letter Minister Andrew

Muir Dec 2024 pdf

Good afternoon Gordon,
Please see attached letter from Minister Muir MLA in response to your letter of 02 December 2024,
Please note that a hard copy of this letter will not follow in the post.

Kind Regards

=|DAERA Private Office | First Floor, Clare House|303 Airport Road West | Belfast | BT39ED |

wig Help save a tree - do you really need to print this?

|
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From: ghest@mpani.org <ghest@mpani.org>

Sent: 02 December 2024 12:12

To: DAERA Private Office <Private.Office@daera-ni.gov.uk>
Subject: Letter to Minister Muir

CAUTION - This email has been received from outside the NICS network. If you have any concerns, please report for
investigation.

Please find attached letter to Minister Muir. | would be grateful if you could acknowledge receipt by return email.

Gordon Best
Regional Director

T:02890824078 E: info@mpani.org W: www.mpani.org
Mineral Products Association (Northern Ireland} Ltd, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park, Dundrod Road, Crumlin, Co
Antrim, BT29 45R
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From the Office of the
Minister of Agriculture,
Environment and Rural Affairs

Gordon Best

Mineral Products Association (Northern
Ireland) Ltd

Nutts Corner Training Centre

17 Dundrod Road, Crumilin

Co Antrim

BT29 4S8

gbest@mpani.org

Deparment of
Agriculture, Environment
and Rural Affairs

An Roinn

Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil
agus Gnothai Tuaithe
Depairtment o'

[airmin, Environment
an Kintra Matthers
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DAERA Private Office
First Floor, Clare House

303 Airport Road West

Sydenham intake

Belfast, BT3 9ED

Telephone: 028 9052 4140

Email: private office@daera-ni.gov.uk

Our Ref: INV-1094-2024
Date: 05 December 2024

Dear Gordon

INVITATION TO VISIT A MINERAL PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION NI (MPANI)
MEMBER SITE

Further to my correspondence of 16 February 2024, copy attached, unfortunately
due to significant pressures on my diary, it has not been possible for my office to
arrange this visit and meeting. | am though very interested to learn more about the
work MPANI is doing on decarbonisation and environmental enhancement.
Therefore, | have asked [ Deputy Director of Green Growth
Delivery and Climate Action Division to coordinate a meeting of relevant officials with
you, and he will provide me with a readout following the meeting.

Please contact him directly by emailing I @daera.ni.gov.uk

Yours sincerely

ANDREW MUIR MLA

Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs

Sustainability at the heart of a living, working, active landscape valued by everyone.

if you are deaf or have a hearing difficulty you can i
INVESTORS IN PECOPLE

contact the Department via the Next Generation Text
We invest in people Standard

Relay Service by dialling 18001 + telephone mumber.







From the Office of the Bg Depenmento! ,
Minister of Agriculture, @: Agriculture, EI}Vlronment
Environment and Rural Affairs and Rural Affairs

Gordon Best DAERA Private Office

Mineral Products Association (Northern First Floor

Ireland) Ltd, Clare House

Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park, 303 Airport Road West

Dundrod Road, Sydenham Intake

Crumlin, Belfast

Co. Antrim BT3 9ED

BT29 48R Telephone: 028 9052 4140
gbest@mpani.org Email: private office@daera-ni.qov.uk

Our Ref: INV-1094-2024
Date: 16 February 2024

Dear Gordon

INVITATION TO VISIT A MINERAL PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION NI (MPANI)
MEMBER SITE

Thank you for your email of 9 February 2024 inviting me to visit a Mineral Products
Association NI member site and also for sharing the MPANI Briefing Paper and your
document highlighting the Mineral Products Industry Priorities for NI Government.

| would be pleased to take you up on this offer of visiting one of your member's sites.

My Diary Manager, IIIIEEEE . will contact you in due course to make the
necessary arrangements.

Yours sincerely
ANDREW MUIR MLA

Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs






Monday 2™ December 2024

Andrew Muir MLA

Minister for Agriculture Environment and Rural Affairs
First Floor, Clare House

Airport Road West

Belfast,

BT3 9ED

Dear Minister,

| trust you are well.

@mpa

Northern Ireland
essential materials
sustainable solutions

Mineral Products Association
{Northern Ireland) Ltd,
Nutts Corner Training Centre,
17 Dundrod Road, Crumilin
Co Antrim,

BT29 45R

We wrote to you back in February to inform you about the work MPANI are doing on
decarbonisation, environmental enhancement and protection. We are also keen to talk to
you about how we can re-establish, recognising of course the time pressures and resource
issues currently being faced by your officials, the beneficial liaison our Association has had
with DAERA and specifically NIEA in the past. We would welcome the opportunity to discuss

and brief you on;

Decarbonisation and our Net Zero Journey.

® & & =

of mineral products.

Our role as a partner in the Industrial Decarbonisation NI project.
Work with Queens University on the use of Biochar in concrete products.
Potential of Biomethane and use of carbon capture in the production and transport

o The potential use of Green Hydrogen for the production and transport of mineral

products.

The Environment

Support for Biodiversity Net Gain in NI,

* ° @ .h)

Our support for the establishing of an Independent Environment Protection Agency.

Promoting and supporting environmental best practice across Industry.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you and senior officials to discuss the

opportunities and challenges presented by the above.

I look forward to your considered reply.

Yours Sincerely

£
& vt

Gordon Best
Regional Director MPANI






MPANI Presantation - 30 January 2025
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Hi,
Please see attached slides from today’s meeting with MPANL.

Thanks,

From: gbest@mpani.org <gbest@mpani.org>
Sent: 30 January 2025 12:11

ro: I

SubJEErT PrESENTATION

Hi - Iasked me to send this presentation to you for circulation to the attendees at this
mdFning s meeting. Gordon Best Regional Director T: 02890824078 E: info@mpani.org W:

www.mpani.org Min

CAUTION — This email has been received from outside the NICS network. If you have any concerns,
please report for investigation.

sophospsmartbannerend

— |asked me to send this presentation to you for circulation to the attendees at this morning’s
“eeting.

Gordon Best

Regional Director

T: 02890824078 E: info@mpani.org W: www.mpani.org

Mineral Products Association (Northern Ireland) Ltd, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park, Dundrod
Road, Crumlin, Co Antrim, 8T29 45R
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Confidentiality: This e-mail and its attachments are intended for the above name only and may be
confidential. If they come to you in error, you must take no action based on them, nor must you
copy or show it to anyone. If you have received this e-mail in error please contact us to advise.
Registered in Northern ireland as Mineral Products Association (Northern Ireland) Limited, No.
61329, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park, Dundrod Road, Crumlin, Co Antrim, BT29 45R



Overview of the >@.m-_qmmmﬁmw.ﬁm=n_
Mineral Products Industry in
Northern Ireland

An essential industry!!




Mineral Production Association NI

The trade association for companies involved in supplying crushed rock
and sand and gravel, asphalt, ready-mixed concrete, agriculturai lime,
industrial lime, mortar, recycled materials and construction and
quarrying plant.

Represent:

62 Mineral Products Companies
32 Affiliate Members

{

MPANI is affiliated to Minerals Products Association and European
Aggregates Association (EUPG).

Staff:
Gordon Best Fiona Taggart
Regional Director Office Manager

QrA, ...

Providing Essentinl Materials



Our Values

* Health and Safety

« Sustainable Consumption and Production

« Climate Change and Energy

* Natural Resources and Enhancing the

Environment

« Creating Sustainable Communities




Aggregate is a natural resource just like water, forests
and farmland, therefore we need to manage it wisely
at national, regional and local level.

“Minerals have been extracted from the Earth since prehistoric
times and the history of civilization and industrial advancement
has been linked with- man’s ability to harness and use the
materials available to him.”

Essential part of modern society and are a vital resource for
economic growth and development.
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Delivering Northern Ireland’s 2momw

The Approx Aggregate required in a person’s lifetime...
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Figure 3: Basic geology map of Northern Ireland’s bedrock.



Northem Ireland Simplified Geology and Quarry Locations
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Geological Survey
of Northern Ireland
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Aggregate production by area/ type

Figure 4: Map of Northemn Ireland’s six counties showing the production of hard rock and sand &
gravel atiributable to the local geology.



Mineral Information Mapping

Motion from the NI Assembly :
“That this Assembly notes the finite nature of aggregate resources in Northern

Ireland; and calls upon the Minister of the Environment to infroduce an

aggregate mapping programme to ensure the sustainable future of the
aggregate and construction industry.” 24th April 2008

@ MineralsUk ™)

[ Bl Regional Minerals information Oniine

« Mapping undertaken by —

Rogonal mags
Drgdal bconsing

BGS in 2013 and we now

have our own NI

aggregates maps.




Mineral Information Mapping

Minerals are essential for the development of a modern economy,
but their extraction is subject to environmental and other
constraints. Bringing together minerals, environmental and other
land-use information in an integrated system allows more effective
and sustainable management strategies to be developed.

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/mineralsuk/planning/resource.html




Mineral Safeguarding

« Cumulative impact of other
land-use and designations
means that options are
reducing and will reduce
further in the future.

« Danger of sterilising known
resources by inappropriate
development.

 Sterilisation can divert
extraction to other, perhaps
more sensitive or costly,
locations.

MINERAL SAFEGUARDING AREAS
Bocubch g
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Extraction types

« Sand face

» Quarry face
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Hydraulic breaker breaking the large blocks before loading
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Managing Environmental &

o i

Social Aspects.
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. Quarrying

g =0

m:.<=,o:3m:ﬁm_ ._.o_u_om Addressed in O:m_._,< Related EIA

~ Topics in the EIA Regulations (SI No.
£:293)

Typical Issue for Quarrying
Operations

Population

Nolse, dust and vibratlon, visual Impact,
traffic and soclal/economic effects

Flora & Fauna

Blodlversity

Soll

Soll and agncultural land quality

Water

Water resources, abstraction, discharge
and water quality

Alr

Alr Quality

Climate Factors

AIr quality, water resources, water quality

Materlal assests, Including the architectural
and archaeological heritage

Archaeology and effects on Scheduled
Monuments, Listed Bulldings and their
settings

Landscape

Landscape and visual amenity




Controlling Dust

Machinery Exhausts fitted correctly
Minimise need to transport around site
Dust Suppression watering techniques

- Bowsers y
Automated water \\
atomising sprays |




Water Use & Water Consumption

Sand and gravel /

hard rock input

Water leaving. Aggregate
site as moisture product |

‘Top up' from ground
or surface waters

Water evaporation; g

s o Silt lagoon

—3»> Aggregate fow "
=3 Water use ‘Loss’ to ground Water evaporation
v Sl il and surface loss to ground,
e waters overflow H
D Jechameqmaybe i somerechage i
fast or slow] may occlr

Copyright BGS NERC.



Sources of Water

Run-off (or streamflow)
Groundwater ingress
Direct rainfall (sump)

Rivers

Boreholes/ Wells



Water Usage




Pollution risks — dirty water




Wise Use of Water

Guidance for zﬁ.
Wise Use of imnm_.

in the

Aggregates.and X
Quarry Products Industry i
Northern Ireland ,

A guiience documant jointly prapared by
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Biodiversity in Our Industry

Diversity of wildlife habitats in our management...
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Best practice principles forManaging
Biodiversity on an Active Site
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Working with the
Community




Interested Parties

Local Residents
Schools

Colleges

NGOs

Raptor Study Group

Interest Groups/

Societies

— Geologists

— History

— Natural History




What is Net Zero?

It's a picture of many

Its n nvas!!
ts not a canvas parts!|

(mpa
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National and Local Overview

@g pa
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The Strategic Context

A 10X :
ECONOMY
Today we act.
Tomorrow
we thrive. Climate CI ma?u
€= (Northern Ireland) 2022
P | crm— curtey
Emissions by Sector
RIS gy oo aressins o vctor O ey Targets
Wasta o Northern Ireland has set out several ambitious strategies such as 10X Economy, Energy-Path to
Landuse TAIEETENM 3 ene Net Zero, Climate Change Act and forth coming Green Growth Strategy.

3;2.%3 Which have key green growth targets:-
27.8'

change
10.4% “

Residential .
12.4%
» Double the size of our low carbon and renewable energy economy by 2030.

m
Transport
il .' 18.7% .

+ At least 80% of electricity consumption to come from a diverse mix of renewable
sources by 2030.

13.7% Green House Gas Emissions to be 48% lower than a 1930 baseline by 2030 and Net-

Business zero emissions by 2050.
14.0%

* Deliver energy savings of 25% from buildings and industry by 2030,

o0
Invest ® .o

35 30/01/2025 Ireland




WHAT ARE WE
~ PLANNING?

INDUSTRIAL DECARBONISATION
FOR NORTHERN IRELAND (ID-NI)

The result of a successful application to Innovate UK’s
Local Industrial Decarbonisation Programme,

PARTNERS:

Invest NI - Lead partner using connections with all 11 NI .
councils/Dfe/DAERA and other utility stakeholders to influence policy

Mineral Products Association of Nl/Manufacturing NI — bringing
industry challenges/expectations/voice to the project

Black Country Industrial Cluster — Previously delivered a highly
acclaimed GB'based RePowering the Black Country Project in
Midlands. Pre-developed platform being adapted

Queens/Ulster University — Smart data analytics, energy auditing,
digitalisation experience

30/01/2025 Ireland
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What will ID-NI give industry?

A detailed Local Industrial Decarbonisation Plan for NI (ID-NI), to
support industrial decarbonisation to 2030

Energy audits and assessments of up to 50 manufacturing sites in
identified mini-clusters across NI

Practical tools to help industry improve productivity, reduce energy
consumption and decarbonise

A new energy mapping initiative, informing policy, planning and
investment decisions to 2030 and beyond

A knowledge sharing platform highlighting energy savings, net zero
technologies, best practice and outcomes to date

Shared resources, guidance on accelerating decarbonisation,
funding options, support mechanisms, collaboration opportunities
and information.

Digital twins of decarbonisation models to inform industry of
technologies and pathways

Productivity & Emissions Tool for participating cluster businesses
to trial

Direct access to industry partnership opportunities in the Black
Country

A series of workshops across all 11 councils outlining ambitions
and showcasing net zero technologies

Adapted according to industry needs W0

— ot
30/01/2025 Ireland



What are MPANI and members
doing at present?

In terms of energy efficiency and saving power we have been “doing it for
years!!”

Biggest user of Carbon Trust and Invest NI support.

Already grabbed most, if not all, of the “low hanging fruit”. LED lighting,
variable speed drives, electric cars and vans!!

MPANI lobbying hard with Energy Regulator and Department for the
Economy on changes to connection to the grid charging.

MPANI have responded to a number of Government and Energy
Regulator Consultations to enable Members to connect to the grid and get

support for renewable technologies.
@3 pa
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What are MPANI and members
doing at present?

Working with innovative and award winning Company Catgen

A number of members have been successful in being awarded
funding for a range of projects. FP McCann, Mannok, Macrete.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/industrial-energy-
transformation-fund-ietf-competition-winners

Mannok have launched their Hydrogen Valley Project. See Mannok Set
to Generate Renewable Energy with Recent Government Green
Hydrogen Fund - Mannok (mannokbuild.com)

Breedon Cement received £230k to look at carbon capture technology at

their Hope Site in Derbyshire.
@

Northern Ireland
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Further opportunities

* Net zero roadmaps:
— Asphalt
— Silica sand
— Aggregates
— Transport including non-road mobile machinery

« Carbon measurement tools
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Industry Priorities

Health and Safety

www,safequarry.com

Climate Change
Industry action on climate change and decarbonisation.
Net Zero Carbon

mineralproducts.org

Being Good Neighbours

MPA is currently piloting the Good Neighbour Scheme to help its members continue
to build trust with their local communities.



Why do we need partnership
between Industry and the
Regulator?

Education and awareness to enable
everyone to do their job better?

Ensure a better environment and stronger
economy!



Why do we need strong but fair
enforcement?

Protect responsible operators and the jobs of
their employees .

Protect our eco-systems and the wider
environment.

Prevent accidents and save lives.



Our Wish List

More investment in the planning process, particularly
statutory consultees and retention of expertise.

Central shared service for mineral and waste planning.
A managed aggregate supply system.(MASS).

A review mechanism whereby environmental conditions
on quarry sites can be assessed and kept up to modern
standards.

A working partnership with planners and statutory
consultees.



Our Vison for 2050

Resources of construction materials are identified, mapped and
protected for future sustainable use.

Only mineral operations complying with the highest standards of
well being, health and safety, environmental management, energy
efficiency and social value principles will be permitted.

Operations will be carbon neutral, mostly automated and be
managed, operated and maintained by diverse, skilled and well paid
teams of valued colleagues.

Resource efficiency will be the norm.

The minerals sector will be viewed as essential, a good employer
and a good neighbour.



More Information

Net Zero Carbon

Natural Environment
Climate Change & Energy
50 Years of ‘Net Gain’
Biodiversity | MPA NI

Proud of our Past. Embracing our Future |
MPA NI
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MEETING NOTE: 30 Jan 2025
INV Number: INV-1094-2024

TITLE/ORGANISATION: Meeting with the Mineral Products Association
NI
VENUE: (] Parliament | [] Clare House | [] OTHER: | [X] Virtual
Buildings
LIST OF ATTENDEES:
OFFICIALS:
. Gordon Best (MPANI)
OTHERS:
Paul Hamili {FP McCann)
Russel Drew (Breedon)
Rebecca Mitchell (Northstone)
KEY POINTS DISCUSSED:

¢ (B outlined that he would like to reset the working relationship with NIEA.

+ GB delivered a presentation on the aggregates and mineral products industry
in NI including industry priorities and vision for 2050.

* Breedon, F P McCann and Northstone discussed their biodiversity action
plans, work to enhance biodiversity, reducing emissions, including from
vehicles, and how the industry is working towards net zero.

. -advised that anyone producing hydrogen is required to have a PPC
permit.-is willing to do a presentation for MPA members to advise of
requirements. The presentation could include IPR} considerations including
dust.




¢ GB offered to facilitate an information session on the industry for new NED
and WMU staff if that was useful.

¢ GB would like to get the Wise Use of Water in the Aggregates and Quarry
Products Industry guidance booklet reviewed and if necessary updated and
issued.

e GB advised that only a few planning agents have stated timescales for
planning applications are too long. [l stated that NED are always open for
knowledge exchange between teams. il also welcomed the joint MPA
meeting with NED teams and suggested meeting once a year.

ISSUES AGREED: (must be completed)

e The MPA and NED meetings to be reconvened.

ACTION POINTS / OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE:

e« ACTION 1: Wise Use of Water in the Aggregates and Quarry Products
Industry guidance booklet reviewed and if necessary updated and issued. —

RS
Notes written by - DATE:
N 30 Jan 2025
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CBAM & EBAM: A Serious Competitiveness Risk
for Northern Ireland

Briefing note for ML As, MPs and Ministers

What is CBAM and EBAM?

« The EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) applies a
carbon cost to certain imported materials such as cement, steel,
aluminium and fertiliser, to prevent carbon leakage.

« The UK Emissions Border Adjustment Mechanism (EBAM) is the UK's
proposed equivalent, expected to apply to similar energy-intensive
materials.

Both mechanisms are intended to protect domestic industry — but
Northern Ireland is uniquely exposed.

Why Northern Ireland Is Different
Northern Ireland:

« Remains aligned to EU single-market rules for goods, and

o Is part of the UK internal market

IMPACT - This creates a real risk that NI businesses face both EU CBAM
and UK EBAM obligations, a situation faced by no other region.

Key Challenges for Northern Ireland Industry

1. Risk of Double Regulation and Double Cost

Without explicit exemptions or mutual recognition:

» NI businesses may have to comply with EU CBAM reporting



« And also face UK EBAM charges on the same materials

IMPACT - This would place NI at a structural disadvantage.
2. Disproportionate Burden on SMEs

NI construction materials producers and quarry operators would need to:

« Track embedded carbon across GB, EU and global supply chains
« Obtain verified emissions data from suppliers not set up for CBAM

« Manage two separate and evolving regimes

IMPACT - This is a significant administrative and financial burden,
particularly for SMEs.

3. Loss of Competitiveness

« GB firms selling only into GB may face lower compliance costs
« Republic of Ireland firms deal with one ciear EU system

« NI firms face complexity, uncertainty and higher cost

IMPACT - This risks investment leakage away from Northern Ireland.
4. Damage to NI-GB Trade
If EBAM is poorly designed:

o NI products sold into GB could become less competitive

« GB buyers may switch suppliers

o NI's role in UK infrastructure supply chains could weaken

This would represent internal UK carbon leakage, directly undermining the
policy’s purpose.

5. Policy Uncertainty Is Already Harming Decisions
Businesses still lack clarity on:

+ Whether NI will be exempt from UK EBAM

» Whether EU CBAM compliance will be recognised by the UK

« How NI-GB movements will be treated in practice

IMPACT - This uncertainty is delaying investment, pricing and
decarbonisation decisions now.



What NI Industry Is Asking For?

MPANI members are calling for:

1.
. Full mutual recognition between EU CBAM and UK EBAM

No double charging for Northern Ireland

. Simplified treatment for NI-GB movements

2
3
4,
5.

Proportionate reporting requirements for SMEs

Clear, NI-specific guidance well in advance of charges

Why This Matters
If not addressed, CBAM and EBAM risk:

Higher construction costs
Reduced competitiveness for NI manufacturers
Weaker supply chains for housing and infrastructure

Diverting investment from real decarbonisation into compliance

IMPACT - This is an economic and constitutional issue, not just a
climate policy issue.

If you require any further information on this matter please contact [l






From:
To:
(=~

Subject:

B ljustment Mechanism - link with plans to expand scope of UK ETS to domestic maritime sector
Date: 25 February 2026 15:38:00

Hi-. many thanks again for the catch up yesterday. | wanted to follow up with you in relation to the links with UK ETS
tinking, CBAM exemptions and the planned extension of the UK ETS to cover domestic maritime emissions.

You may be aware that, following public consultation in 2024, the UK Emissions Trading Schemae (ETS) Authority,
comprised of the UK, Scottish and Welsh Governments, and DAERA, in responses to that consultation in July and
November 2025, signalled the intention to include domestic maritime emissions within the scope of the UK Emissions
Trading Scheme with effect from 1 July 2026.

Internal analysis undertaken by the UK ETS Authority alongside the policy development process, and emerging data from
the EU, has indicated that cost impacts as a result of this policy position, whilst hard to quantify, are expected to be
minimal.

The plan is that the UK ETS Authority will review the position in 2028, which will look at thresholds, exemptions and wider
socio economic impacts of incluston and the differing capabilities of sectors to decarbonise.

Legislation has now been laid in all four parliaments of the UK to give legal effect to that decision. This legislation has now
been passed by the UK House of Commaons, and the Scottish Parliament and Welsh Senedd. it will be the subject of
plenary debate at the Northern Ireland Assembiy on 10 March.

You will also be aware that negotiations have commenced between the UK Government and the EU with a view to
establishing a link between their respactive Emissions Trading Schemes as soon as feasible.

The Commeoen Understanding published following the UK-EU summit on 19th May 2025 stated that the sectors falling in the
scope of an ETS linking agreement should be clearly defined to avoid risks of carbon leakage and competitive distortions.
It goes on to say that the sectors within scope should include, inter alia, domestic and international maritime transport.
Inclusion of maritime emissions in the UK ETS is therefore essentiat for linking the UK ETS and EU ETS. Linking will facilitate
an exemption from the EU carbon border adjustment mechanism (CBAM), removing a major barrier to trade and lowering
costs for UK businesses. UK exports of goods in scope of EU CBAM are worth almost £7bn, and without a CBAM
exemption, UK exporters could face large admin and direct costs, with such revenues flowing to the EU.

Given the link to our conversation yesterday, I wanted to keep you in the loop. We have also advised ||| N
Manufacturing NI.

More than happy to discuss in more detail if that would be helpful at all.
Many thanks

From:
Sent: 24 February 2026 16:07

To: I

Cc:
Subject: RE: UK /EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism

Hilll. many thanks for the call just now, appreciated, good to catch up.
As discussed, we would be happy to facilitate a meeting with you and others to discuss industry views/concerns on

CBAMs and the implications for NI. If you could iet me know some suitable dates we can get something set up.
Many thanks



Departmant of | AnRalnn | Depairtrment o*
iculture, Environment = Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil | Fairmin, Environment
and Rural Affairs agus Gnéthai Tuaithe | an’ Kintra Matthers

www.daersnl gov.uk
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Sent: 20 February 2026 12:32
Te:
Ce:
Subject: RE: UK /EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism

Many thanks for passing on {Jrereciatec.

I'll set up a call for Tuesday.
Many thanks

From:

Sent: 20 February 2026 12:20

To: (N

ce: T
Subject: RE: UK /EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism

CAUTION - Tius email has been receved from outside the NICS network, If you have any concems, please report for investigation.
Hi S

Tuesday at 3.30pm would suit well. | have attached & copy of the slides from yesterdays workshop. It was very
informative and detailed. Invest Nl have a good article on Nl Business info.

From:
Sent: 20 February 2026 11:57

- T —

Subject: RE; UK /EU Carban Border Adjustment Mechanism

Thanks {llVe're hoping to get to at teast one of the workshops- we haven't been involved in their organisation
however.

in terms of availability for next week, I'd be available at the following times:



Tuesday - after 3.00
Wednesday - 11.30-12.30
Thursday - 9.00-10.00 or after 4.00

If you let me know if any of those days/times suit, I’ll set up a Teams.
Many thanks

Subject: Re: UK /EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism

Happy to discuss. Let me know your availability next week.
Are you or any of your team attending the InvestNl CbAM workshops??

Sent from my iPhone

On 18 Feb 2026, at 13:27,_
Thanks-

| agree with the points you make below. The point of the briefing paper was to get the message across
to our politicians that Industry needs the Uks EBAM to be fully aligned with the EU CBAM to avoid
unnecessary costs and administration for Nl Businesses. Its vitally important that we have collective
action by the Executive and Assembly to make sure this “full alignment” happens. We also make the
point that this matter should not be politicised as it is too important for the N{ Economy

Bestwishes

<image002.gif>
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Sent: 18 February 2026 16:23
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Subject: UK /EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism

Hi[J il hope you're keeping well?

Minister Muir's office has forwarded me the attached correspondence on the EU / proposed UK CBAMs.
Although UK Government lead on CBAM policy development, my team are regularly engaged due to the
interaction with the UK and EU ETS carbon prices.

The EU CBAM does not apply on imports into NI, as it has not been added to the scope of the Windsor
Framework. It will be the UK CBAM which applies to imports here, following its planned implementation from
January 2027,

You're most likely aware that negotiations have commenced between the UK Government and the EU with a
view to establishing a link between their respective Emissions Trading Schermes as soon as is feasible. This
should provide the conditions for mutual CBAM exemptions.

It may be helpful to arrange a call to discuss- | can set up if that would be helpful?
Many thanks

<image003.jpg>
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Energy reg country inlo account any form of campensation available in Lhat couniry resulting
in a reduction of the price.

Piasse al30 sea balow the Latast ines/advics with which we havi been provided by UKG, In the context of the MPAN bristing sharad with Ni potiticel reprasentatives sarllar this year:
1.  Risk of doubls reguistion amd double cost
The UK CBAM will ba a chargs on the emissions ambodied in relsvant impodts into any part of the UK, inciuding Nonher Ireland, thal take piace on or afier 1 January 2027. The EU CBAM

has appied fully fiom January 2026, [t does nol apply in Northem Ireland. The EU CBAM has not been added to the Windsor Framewark and any request o do 50 would raquine UK sgresment
and would need 1o be In Ins with the democratic safeguards of the Windsor Framework. Therefore, importers of CBAM goods into Northem [reland do nol need lo upp!y for EU CBAM

aulhorisation or comply with EU CBAM requirements. From 1 January 2027, the UK CBAM will apply across the whale of the UK, i 9 treland, ] g

for businesses.

2.  Dispropertionate burden on BMEs

To suppon I CBAM will be in line with other dormestic Indirect laxes. This mulls many of the regi g and should be
famdiar to UK businesses. Where it Is nol possible for businesses 10 obtain Iheir actual data for dalault values wil bs made lvslabh HMRC will also
publish detailed guidance on complying with CBAM from Summer 2028, working closely with key siakeholdsrs lo nnsura the gui B P and sasy lo d in of

publication.

3.  Loss of Compatitiveness

CBAM is an envil 1] o mitigate agains| carbon leakage risk. It is designed to apply a carbon price on imports which reflects the carbon price which would
have bsen paid on poried goods had they been produced in the UK and also subject to domestic carbon pricing policy (lha UK Emisslons Trading Scheme — ETS). UK CBAM will apply
aCr0ss. the UK, Including Northem Irsland. This means thal CBAM will apply on goods imp nio the UK, of whelher they are imported into, and relaased onlo the market fov iree

in Nior GB. F goods moved Detwaen NI-GB will riot ba subject to CBAM

4. Damsge lo NI-GB trade
Goods maved belwean N1-GB will not be subjact 1o UK CBAM,

5. Policy uncertainty is slresdy harming declslans.

The EU CBAM has appiied fully from January 2025. it does nol apply in Noshem Ireland  The EU CBAM has nul bean udded 10 the Windsor Framework and any requesl to do so would
requing UK sgreamant and would need to be in kne with the democratic safeguards of the Windsor F of CBAM goods Into Northem ireland do nol naed to apply

for EU CBAM authorisation or comply with EU CBAM requiremenis. From 1 January 2027, the UK CBAM will nppiy amss lhe whobe of the UK, ing M Ireland,
requirements lor businesses.

UK-EU Future Relationship — Emissions Trading and CBAM

You may aiso be aware [hat, following the UK-EU Summit on 19 May 2025, both the UK and the EU committed to work towards g & bk b their resp carbon markels by
way of 2n g linking UK Emissians Trading (UK ETS) and the EV Ewissions Trading Sysiem (EU ETS). Negoliations betweesn the UK and EU lo pursue a link ars now undsr
way, and bolh paries have sot out their aim of concluding lalks in time lorme next UK-EL Summi, the dats for which has not yet been agresd. Such a link should craale the conditions for
mutual exemptions from each parties respactive Carbon Border A once such an ag is in forcs,

I hopa that this mformation is helph, and happy to discuss il thatwoutd be useful.
HMany thanks
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From:

aaject: Re: CBAM
Date: 19 June 2026 07:00:01

CAUTION - This emall has been received from outside the NICS network. If you have any concerns,
please rapott for Investigation,

Good morning. In retation to the DESNZ low carbon products consultation | checked
with my colleagues in MPA London and they are already in discussions with them on
that so I’'m happy to let them deal with it.

Many thanks and chat soon

Sent from Qutlook for iQS

From:

Sent: Tuesday, 16 June 2026 15:16:27

To:

Subject: RE: CBAM

No problem at all thanks- yes let me know if anything further comes up.

Alsc something else that you may be interested in- DESNZ colleagues have advised us of
the publication of the response to a UK Government consultation on “A policy framework
to grow the market for low carbon industrial products™.

ing.service.gov. i 18151a916c low-

The consultation, which ran from 29 June 2025 to 23 September 2025, sought views on a
set of technical policy options that (when developed and implemented together) will form
a cohesive framework of low carbon product market policies, that stimulate demand for,
and investment in, low-carbon materials with an initial focus on steel, cement, and
concrete products used in construction,

In discussion with DESNZ yesterday they advised that they are seeking to engage with key
industry stakeholders at they progress this work, and | was wondering if this is something
that you/MPANI would like more information on?

If so would you be content for me to pass your email address on to DESNZ colleagues
directly?



Many thanks

trors: I

Sent: 16 June 2026 12:39

Subject: CBAM

Sincere apologies but I've just realised | forgot to thank you for this very informative
email.

We have a meeting this afternoon of our concrete development group who have a
significant interest in this because of CBAM implications for Cement.

If there are any further questions | will come back to you

Sent from Qutlook for jOS



((mpa
Thursday 24" July 2025

Northern Ireland
essential materials
sustainable solutions

Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs Mineral Products Association
Clare House {Northern Ireland) Ltd,
. Nutts Corner Training Centre,
303 Alrport Road West 17 Dundrod Road, Crumlin
Belfast BT3 9ED Co Antrim,
8729 45R

Sent via email to - Nutrientsactionprogramme@daera-ni.gov.uk

Re - DAERA: NUTRIENTS ACTION PLAN

Consultation Response

July 2025

The Mineral Products Association NI (MPANI) represents approximately 95% of companies
involved in the supply of mineral products to the Construction and Agricultural Industries in
Northern Ireland. Our Association draws its membership from companies engaged in providing
primary aggregates, the processing of recycled and secondary materials, the production of
downstream products such as asphalt, agricultural lime, mortar, ready-mixed concrete, precast
concrete and road surfacing contracting. The Mineral Products Sector now employs over 3500
people across Northern Ireland and has a turnover of some £750 million.

QUESTION:

Do you agree that a mandatory liming programme should be introduced for grassland farms?
RESPONSE:

The MPANI supports the Agricultural Lime Association (ALA} position and recommendations on
measures to improve soil health and productivity, introducing mandatory liming practices
across all farms. However, before any such policy is implemented, we would support actions
that must be taken into account to ensure that it is both effective and sustainable.

1. Minimum pH Level

The recommended target pH for grassland soils is above 6.2* as this is the threshold at which
essential nutrients such as nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P) and potassium (K) are most available
to plants. Below this level, these nutrients begin to bind with other elements, reducing their
availability and limiting plant uptake, introducing environmental concerns around greenhouse
gas emissions and runoff pollution.

In the case of phosphorus, for example, availability can decrease by up to 48% when soil pH
drops to 6.0. To ensure efficient nutrient use and healthy plant development, we strongly



recommend that the minimum acceptable pH be set and consistently maintained at 6.2 or
higher.

pPH 4.5 pH 6.0 pH 5.5 pH 6.0 pH 6.5
Nitrogen 30% 43% 774 ‘ BI% 100%
Phosphorus 23% 3% 48% 52% 100%
Potassium 33% 52% 7% 100% 100%

Figures presented at the AHDB Agronomy Conference 2023 by the Agricultural Lime Association. Adapted from
Beegle, D. (n.d.). Soil Acidity and Liming Issues. Penn State Extension; University of Wisconsin—Madison Soil Science
Extension, (n.d.). Soil Fertility Basics; O’ Kennedy, 5. {2022). Soil pH and Nutrient Availability. Geclournal, 6{2),
pp.941-950.

2. Reactivity and Neutralising Value

Not all lime is the same. The effectiveness of lime in raising soil pH depends very heavily on its
reactivity, which is determined primarily by fineness and chemical composition**. Simply put,
the finer the lime, the more surface area it has, and the faster and more efficiently it reacts
within the soil. This results in quicker pH correction and more immediate benefits for plant
nutrient uptake.

Reactivity matters. A slow-acting lime may fail to deliver the timely response needed for
efficient nutrient use, especially in systems that demand high grass production. Conversely,
highly reactive lime can quickly adjust soil pH to optimal levels, supporting microbial activity,
nutrient availability, and overall grassland productivity.

Lime quality is regulated under the Fertiliser Regulations 1991, which specify minimum
standards for neutralising value and particle size. However, these regulations provide only a
baseline. The Agricultural Lime Association administers the AQS Standard {(AQS) — as a
material verification scheme based on independent / UKAS accredited test certificates, which
ensures consistent, reliable, and verifiable lime quality across the industry.

The AQS Standard provides farmers and advisors with confidence that the lime they are
applying meets rigorous criteria for neutralising value, fineness and reactivity, leading to more
predictable and effective pH management. We therefore recommend that any mandatory
liming programme should be underpinned by stating clearly that farmers are required to
provide a certificate of compliance from the supplier which demonstrates the lime applied
meets at minimum the Fertiliser Regulations 1991 and where possible, promote or the AQS
standard for both ground and granulated liming applications.
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Graphic extracted from a study, published in Crop and Pasture Science by Conyers, Scott and Whitten {2020,
specificolly entitled: “The reaction rate ond residual value of particle size fractions of limestone in southern New
South Wales.”

3. Frequency of Liming

While applying lime once every five years is certainly better than no application at all, this
traditional practice is now widely recognised as inefficient in maintaining stable and optimum
pH levels**.

For soils testing below pH 5.7, a corrective application of 1 to 3 tonnes of ground limestone
{depending on soil type) is essential. However, where liming is left for more than three to four
years, soils commonly return to their original acidity, leading to prolonged periods of sub-
optimal pH. This directly impacts nutrient availability, soil biclogy, and grass growth potential.

To avoid this, we strongly advocate for a "little-and-often” approach to liming. Annual
applications using granulated or ground lime — or bi-annual applications on heavier soils —
would allow farmers to both achieve and sustain the target pH level. This results in greater
nutrient-use efficiency and improved year-on-year grassland performance.
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Chart presented at the Uister Farmers Union headquarters (2022) and at the AHDB Cereals & Oilseeds Conference
{2023) by the Agricuitural Lime Association. It shows the potential benefit of a little-and-often approach
{maintaining pH on an annual basis) versus 5-yearly application of a conventional ground lime. A coarser lime
applied at an initially high-rate, and reduced to a lower application in subsequent years, would also defiver a
similar result.

4. Calcium Considerations



Soil health depends heavily on calcium levels. When calcium is balanced properly with other
key nutrients like magnesium, potassium, and sodium, it helps build good soil structure and
supports healthy biological activity — both of which are vital for productive grassland. Calcium
encourages flocculation, which opens up the soil, allowing air and water to move freely and
giving soil organisms the conditions they need to thrive.

Excess magnesium, on the other hand, can impair soil function. If magnesium limestone is
applied to soils that already have high magnesium (as is the case in most of Northern Ireland),
it can make them heavy, sticky, and difficult to work with. As such, regular testing for all key
cations is essential to guide informed decisions regarding the source and type of limestone
applied — which helps avoid these issues and keeps the soil functioning well.

Currently, calcium testing is often overlooked despite its critical role in soil and plant health.
We would recommend that any mandatory liming programme includes calcium testing as part
of a broader soil health check. This will help ensure the lime is used effectively, improving soil
structure, restoring aerobic conditions, reducing phosphorus losses, and supporting both
nutrient efficiency and environmental sustainability.

CONCLUSION:

In summary, the MPANI supports a mandatory liming programme in the 2026-2029 NAP to
boost soil health and nutrient efficiency, reducing GHG emission and phosphorus runoff. We
advocate for a minimum soil pH of 6.2, a “little-and-often” liming approach, and AQS-
compliant lime, with availability of accessible liming plans, incorporating ground and
granulated lime, to ease both costs and concerns for farmers.

We would strongly recommend that the Agricultural Lime Association (ALA) must be
recognised as a key stakeholder in shaping this programme and future policies, leveraging
their expertise to ensure practical, data-based solutions that balance environmental and
agricultural needs, and as such we urge DAERA to engage with them in ongoing consultations
for a sustainable outcome.

REFERENCES:

* Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (AHDB) “Soil pH and liming recommendations for arable and grass
systems” https://ahdb.org. uk/knowledge-library/soil-ph-and-liming-recommendations-for-arable-and-grass-systems

** i Y., Cui, 5., Chang, 5.X., Zhang, Q. and Kennedy, $.0., 2018, Liming effects on soil pH and crop yield depend on
lime materia! type, application method and rate, and crop species: a global meta-analysis. *Journal of Soils and
Sediments*, 18{6), pp.2120-2131. Available at: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11368-018-2120-2

Yours sincerely




DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team

From: DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team
Sent: 28 July 2025 15:15
Subject: Water Quality Policy Stakeholder Event

DAERA is currently consulting on policies to inform the development of a Fisheries and Water
Environment Bill. Good water quality and habitat are essential for healthy fish stocks and wider
ecosystems. The key pressures acting upon our water environment are related to nutrients and organic
pollutants and are attributed to both agricultural land use activities, sewage related impacts, and a
range of other sources.

The Department wishes to deter polluters and non-compliant operators, protecting and restoring our
water environment. Within the Lough Neagh Report there are key actions to explore and consult on
enforcement methods, including the introduction of fixed penalty notices for non-compliance, and
penalties and fines for the water pollution offences in current legislation. The policy suite which is
currently being consulted upon focusses on the fisheries and aquaculture policies to inform the drafting
of a Fisheries and Water Environment Bitl, with a further policy consultation on the water quality policy
later this year.

To inform this policy development, | would like to invite you to a closed stakeholder event focussed on
water quality. The event will be held over two sessions - the first on 19" August (2-4.30pm) with a review
session on 29™ August (10am-12.30). Both events will be held in the recreation centre at Loughry College
and will follow a structured format, inviting round table discussion on the topic.

I would be grateful if you could please indicate if you are available to attend both sessions, and if not,
please nominate a suitable deputy.
Please also note if you have any dietary restrictions or accessibility requirements.

I would be grateful for confirmation of your attendance or otherwise by Thursday 7* August, by return

email.
Many thanks

Head of the Fisheries and Water Environment Bill team
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DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team

Subject: FW: Water Quality Policy Stakeholder Event
Location: The Recreational Centre, Loughry College
Start: Tue 19/08/2025 14:00

End: Tue 19/08/2025 16:30

Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: (none})

Meeting Status: Not yet responded

Organizer: DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team

----- Original Appointment-----

From: DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team

Sent: 11 August 2025 14:13

To: DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team;

Cc: Gordon Best

Subject: Water Quality Policy Stakeholder Event

When: 19 August 2025 14:00-16:30 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London,
Where: The Recreational Centre, Loughry College

Afternoon

There will be light refreshments available from 1.30pm.

Thank you
o-‘-n-_-ul £ ?*l-- hainchts. Combsdiacil n}:-—*-—-—-r . Sustainability af the hoort of a
Agriclture, Environment  Talmhaiochia, Comhshaoil  Fairmin. Environment
@ and Rural Affairs agus Gnathai Tuaithe an’ Kintra Matthers fmng working. actne landscope
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DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team
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From: DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team
Sent: 20 August 2025 15:40
Subject: Stakeholder Engagement Event - Water Quality 19 August 2025

Afternoon

Thank you for attending the stakeholder engagement event yesterday and for your valuable
contributions. As discussed, please find the attached documents for your reference.

If you have any questions or require further information, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Bestregards,






Criminal Sancti
Fixed Penalty Noti

A Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN) is a financial penalty, which is an alternative to
prosecution, and if unpaid, can be dealt with by way of prosecution in the criminal
courts. Non-paymentis an offence.

There is a court alternative to accepting the notice. If you accept the fine, you will avoid
a court summeons, but if you don’t accept it, you will have to appear in court.

A FPN is limited to minor offences and where one has been served, payment of the
penalty discharges the liability. Where this happens, a record of the payment of the
FPN will be kept and treated in the same way as a record arising from a warning.

FPNs tend to be limited between £100 and £400.
Legistati Wi

This legislative solution creates a criminal offence to penalise a particular activity or a
failure to do something. The solution involves making a particular act, omission or
course of conduct punishable in a criminal court.

The policy driver may be:

» to discourage certain actions or behaviour by making the actions or behaviour
punishable as a criminal offence;

* to encourage certain behaviour so that failure to do something is punishable as a
criminal offence;

* t0 “give teeth” to a separate statutory requirement, so that a failure to comply with the
requirement becomes a criminal offence;

» to enforce an international obligation.




Civil Sancti

Civil sanctions are an alternative to criminal prosecution and a way of making
environmental law enforcement more flexible and effective for both regulators
and businesses.

Where an offence has been committed and the delivery of advice and guidance
doesn’t achieve the required outcome, then the regulator will consider issuing
some form of sanction as well as taking any other preventive or remedial action

necessary to protect both people and the environment.

i net t

A Fixed Monetary Penalty (FMP) is a financial penalty for nen-compliance and is
normally appropriate for relatively minor offences which_cause no direct harm, which
have few lasting effects or impact on communities_and where little (if any) financial

benefit arises from the offence.

Variable Monetary Penalty
A Variable Monetary Penalty (VMP) is a financial penalty used for more serious cases of
non-compliance where the regulator decides that prosecution is not in the public

interest. The fine amount will vary depending on aggravating and mitigating

circumstances
The basic formula is:
financial benefit from non-compliance + deterrent component - other costs
incurred.
AVMP is issued for more serious offences including;
* when there is evidence of negligence or mismanagement;
» when there is an environmental impact;

« the removal of an identifiable financial gain or saving as a result of the




breach; and

* where itis not in the public interest to prosecute.

islative soluti

This legislative solution creates a civil sanctions regime, for civil sanctions to be
imposed by a person other than a court: frequently a public body operating as a
regulator of a particular sector, or {for example) Ministers, government departments or
local authorities. The aim of a civil sanction is to control behaviour in some way, but
without criminalising it. The kind of civil sanctions that may be wanted, and their
relationship {if any} with criminal offences, will of course depend on the context and
purpose of the policy. It might, for example, be:

* to try to ensure compliance with a regulatory regime;
» to stop ongoing conduct that is causing harm or damage;

= to penalise behaviour of a certain kind

Note

A person on whom a civil monetary penalty is imposed has a right of appeal against it,
and that is a key feature that distinguishes such penalties from the fixed penalty
natices, where the alternative to paying the FPN is prosecution and “having your day in
court”,

The main benefit of civil sanctions is speed and flexibility. Offences that are committed
deliberately, recklessly or with gross negligence are more tikely to result in prosecution.
Where an offence was committed because of an accident or a genuine mistake it is
more likely to result in the use of advice, guidance, warning or an available civil
sanction. This gives regulators the option of imposing a different form of sanction
(beyond a warning or caution) without the need to first go through the courts.
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Summary of the Fisheries and Water Environment Bill

The following is an analysis of the Fisheries and Water Environment Bill which sets
out the four main themes that underpin the policy proposals. These themes are not
only present across multiple sections but also serve as the foundation for the
Department’s strategic direction in managing inland fisheries, aquaculture, and sea
fisheries.

1. Regulation and Governance

Definition: Establishing clear legal and administrative frameworks to manage
fisheries and aguaculture activities.

Evidence from the Document:

« The Fisheries and Water Environment Bill is central to modernising the
legislative framework.

« Introduction of licensing and permitting systems for recreational, commercial,
and sea fishing.

« Proposals for Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) and civil sanctions to improve
enforcement flexibility.

« Alignment of aquaculture licensing with Marine Licensing to ensure
consistency and legal clarity.

Explanation: This theme reflects a strong commitment to building a robust,
enforceable, and adaptable regulatory system. The Department seeks to ensure that
all activities are legally accountable and that enforcement mechanisms are
proportionate and effective.

2. Efficiency and Modernisation

Definition: Streamlining processes, reducing administrative burdens, and improving
operational effectiveness.

Evidence from the Document;




« Proposal to simplify aquaculture licensing by integrating it with existing
regulatory consents.

« Use of data collection (e.g. recreational activity, catch reporting) to support
evidence-based decision-making.

« Introduction of flexible enforcement tools (e.g. FPNs) to reduce reliance on
court proceedings.

+ Emphasis on transparent and accessible systems for stakeholders.

Explanation: Efficiency is a cross-cutting goal, aimed at making fisheries and
aquaculture management more responsive, less bureaucratic, and better aligned
with modern environmental governance practices.

3. Conservation and Ecosystem Protection

Definition: Safeguarding aquatic biodiversity, habitats, and fish stocks through
protective measures.

Evidence from the Document:

« Adoption of the ecosystem, precautionary, and bycatch objectives from the
UK Fisheries Act 2020.

« Powers to introduce and amend conservation regulations for recreational and
commercial fishing.

« Enforcement of greater penalties for ecosystem degradation.
« Management of fishing rights to avoid negative impacts on fish stocks.

Explanation: Conservation is a foundational principle, ensuring that fisheries and
aquaculture activities do not compromise the ecological integrity of inland and
marine environments. The policies aim to balance use with protection.

4. Sustainability and Long-Term Stewardship

Definition: Ensuring that fisheries and aquaculture are managed in a way that meets
present needs without compromising future generations.

Evidence from the Document:

« Inclusion of the sustainability, climate change, and scientific
evidence objectives.

+ Support for sustainable development and innovation in aquaculture.

« Management of commercial fisheries to ensure long-term viability of fish
stocks.




« Public Angling Estate (PAE) designed to be sustainable, accessible, and
affordable.

The themes outlined in the Fisheries and Water Environment Bill consultation-—
Regulation and Governance, Efficiency and Modernisation, Conservation and
Ecosystem Protection, and Sustainability and Long-Term Stewardship—are all
intrinsically linked to the protection and enhancement of water quality.

A robust regulatory framework ensures that fisheries and aquaculture activities are
subject to clear environmental standards, including controls on discharges and
pollutants. Streamlined, data-driven processes enable more effective monitoring and
quicker responses to emerging water quality issues.

Conservation measures help safeguard aquatic habitats that are sensitive to
changes in water chemistry, while sustainability objectives promote practices that
maintain the ecological integrity of water bodies over the long term.

Together, these themes support a holistic approach to managing aquatic
environments, recognising that healthy fish populations and productive fisheries
depend on clean, well-functioning water ecosystems,







sti

Question 1

Context - The key drivers behind the need for change in the water
environment and regulations include, the PfG, Lough Neagh report, the NIAQ
reports and OEP recommendations. Water quality affects individuals and
organisations as a whole and the Department want to ensure there is an
equitable approach adopted to enforcement relating to pollution offences
which will incorporate any polluter and any pollutant.

What are your views on how the Department could achieve this
equitable approach?

Question 2

Context - One of the key priorities set out in the current Programme for
Government is protecting Lough Neagh and the environment. The Lough
Neagh Action Plan establishes a number of key actions which will work
towards achieving this. Action 30 discusses exploring enforcement methods
including fixed penalty notices and civil sanctions for non-compliance, to act
as a deterrent for polluters and non-compliant operators.

What kind of sanctions might be the most effective deterrent for minor
breaches of legislation?

Question 3

Context - The maximum fine in Northern Ireland for an offence prosecuted
under the Water (NI) Order 1999 is £20k, however, similar offences across the
UK and Ireland have much higher penalties. In addition, fisheries and
aquaculture proposals (out for consuiltation at present) aim to raise the bar in
terms of the importance of the ecosystem and penalties for ecosystem
degradation offences.




The proposal is that many fisheries related offences will have the maximum
penalty increased to £50,000.

What are your views on increasing the maximum fine available in
Northern Ireland for offences on summary conviction prosecuted under
the Water (NI} Order 1999,

and how might this impact compliance, deterrence, and industry
practices?
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DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team

From: DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team

Sent: 27 August 2025 11:45

To: DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team <MarineandFisheriesBillTeam@daera-ni.gov.uk>
Subject: stakeholder engagement session - Friday 29th August (from 9.30am for 10am start)

Hi everyone,

In preparation for Friday’s meeting at Loughry (same room as before), please see attached agenda, summary of
the key themes from the previous session and a short paper outlining some policy options for discussion.

Please do not circulate this material outside of this group at this time.

I will look forward to seeing you on Friday — scones are available from 9.30am with the session starting then at
10am,

This closed session follows on from last week’s session {19") - if you have not yet confirmed attendance and find
that you are now able to attend, please let me know before lunchtime tomorrow,

Many thanks,

Alison

Head of the Fisheries and Water Environment Bill team

°\""""| E 'T‘Tha hta. Comhdaoi] F'{"-*_' Emi Sustainability at the haar! of &
@ Agriculture. Environment  Talimhaiochta, Comhdaoil  Fairmin. Envirenment P " e land
and Rural Affairs agus Godthai Tuaithe an’ Kintra Matthers nng \working. actve fandscape

volued by averyone






AGENDA for 29" AUGUST

09.30 — Scones and tea/coffee available on arrival

10.00 — Welcome and introductions, summary of previous

event and feedback — || NENEGD

10.15 - Fisheries and Water Environment Bill - what can be

written into a policy position - what can be incorporated into the
Bl — S
10.30 — Round table discussions on policy options (sent by

email in advance)

11.15 — Round table discussion on 4 pillars and their fit with
RBMP

12.00 - Facilitator feedback and questions

12.30 — Meeting close (sandwiches available).







CONFIDENTIAL - NOT FOR SHARING OUTSIDE OF THE STAKEHOLDER FORA

Protection of the Water Environment

Stakeholder Engagement session 2 - 29" August
Policy Options

A. Extend the remit of the 4 key pillars identified in the Lough Neagh Action
Plan through the fourth cycle River Basin Management Plan (RBMP)

+ Education - to empower knowledge and skills essential to underpin effective
decision making.

+ Investment - with incentivisation and innovation that drives the adoption of
sustainable practices and promotes the importance of behavioural
change/science.

* Regulation - to ensure that we have a robust legislative framework in place
that ensures the protection of our environment, and

» Enforcement - a readiness and a determination to take strong, meaningful
action when compliance with the regulation fails in a fair, balanced and
proportionate manner.

Prevention through the pillars of education, investment and regulation is critical.

Proposed approach

1. In the fourth cycle River Basin Management Plan, DAERA could extend the
principles of Education, Investment, Regulation and Enforcement as a
framework within which the planning would progress.

2. We could require the publication of an overarching Protection of the Water
Environment Policy Statement to show how the overarching framework would
be integrated within River Basin Management Planning and how this would be
taken forward in a pregramme of measures.



CONFIDENTIAL - NOT FOR SHARING OUTSIDE OF THE STAKEHOLDER FORA

Q - What are your views on extending the 4 pillars from
the Lough Neagh Action Plan to the River Basin

Management Planning process?

B. Consistency of approach — any polluter...any pollutant

Creating consistency of approach to water pollution offences is a policy aim of the
Fisheries and Water Environment Bill. Under the Water (Northern Ireland) Order
1999 it is an offence ‘knowingly or otherwise to discharge or deposit any poisonous,
noxious or polluting matter so that it enters a waterway or water contained in any
underground strata’, carrying a maximum penalty of £20k.

Maximum penalties for pollution under the Waste and Contaminated Land (Northern
Ireland) Order 1997 are £5k or £50k in the case of controlled waste. It is proposed
that all offences relating to water pollution are raised consistently to £50k which is
equivalent to penalties within fisheries legislation, marine licensing etc.

A consistent approach is a key principle of the DAERA enforcement policy?, the
objective of which is to prevent or reduce harm caused by non-compliance with
statutory requirements.

Proposed changes
1. A standard approach could apply to industrial effluent, agricultural waste,
controlled waste and wastewater in the Waste and Contaminated Land
{Northern Ireland) Order 1997.

2. All offences resulting in pollution of the water environment (in both the Waste
and Contaminated Land (Northern Ireland) Order 1997 and the Water
{Northern Ireland) Order 1999) could carry the same maximum penalty, with
the opportunity for unlimited fines as a possibility for certain crown court
offences.




CONFIDENTIAL — NOT FOR SHARING OUTSIDE OF THE STAKEHOLDER FORA

C. Provide additional enforcement tools

The Bill could offer the opportunity to get a primary power to make regulations at a
later stage to introduce Fixed Penalty Notices and Fixed and Variable Monetary
Fines as additional enforcement mechanisms in relevant legislation, with further
consultation on each piece of secondary legislation as it is developed.

Similar approaches have proven to be an effective enforcement mechanism for
minor to moderate breaches of regulations and would ensure that prompt action
could be taken to deter behaviours which impact on water quality. In cases where
there are significant breaches of legislation, the Department would pursue the
case through the enforcement process that may lead to a prosecution.

Administrative penalties {(such as FPNs and Fixed and Variable Monetary penalties)
require the same level of evidence to be gathered and would not be administered on
the spot. They would be subject to the same scrutiny by enforcement panels as

prosecutions.

Suggested action:
1. Enhanced enforcement tools such as Fixed Penalty Notices and Fixed and

Variable Monetary Fines could ensure that minor and moderate breaches are
dealt with more swiftly, providing immediate deterrence to polluters and non-
compliant operators.

Policy intent - The Department wishes to deter poliuters and non-compliant
operators, supporting the Departmental priority of protecting and restoring
our water environment and delivering improvements to water quality.

Q — Do you think there is anything else from a legislative

perspective that needs to be included in the Bill?






Questions for table top discussion —
protection of the water environment

Session 1- 19" August 2025
Question 1

» Context - The key drivers behind the need for change in the water
environment and regulations include, the PfG, Lough Neagh report, the NIAO
reports and OEP recommendations. Water quality affects individuals and
organisations as a whole and the Department want to ensure there is an
equitable approach adopted to enforcement relating to pollution offences
which will incorporate any polluter and any pollutant,

¢ What are your views on how the Department could achieve this
equitable approach?

Key Themes
1. Shared Responsibility Across Sectors

» Strong consensus that all sectors must contribute to improving water
quality.

» Recognition that everyone has a role to play, from individuals to large
corporations.

2. Definition and Application of Equity
« Debate around what "equitable” means:

» Should penalties be uniform or variable based on factors like intent,
ability to pay, or environmental harm?

« Need for proportionality and fairness in enforcement.
3. Sanctions and Penalties
» Concern that current fines are too fow and not consistently applied.
« Calls for:
« Sentencing guidelines to be reviewed and strengthened.
» Fines should reflect intent of offender and level of environmental harm.
« Judicial education on environmental harm.

» Fair fines across all sectors, avoiding double penalties (e.g., farmers
losing grants and being fined).

¢ Fines to be used to fund environmental restoration.



« Environmental liability regulations to be used to recover costs for
remediating environmental damage.

4. Education and Incentivisation
« There is action that can be taken to prevent environmental harm:
« Education on compliance and pollution prevention.
+ Incentives for good practices.

» Financial assistance schemes should be long-term and incentivise
catchment scale collaboration.

« Early education initiatives like eco-schools with a water theme.
5. Communication and Engagement
+ Need for better dialogue between regulators and industries.

« Tailored messaging to different communities (e.g., urban vs rural) to make
water quality personally relevant,

6. Mental Health and Social Impact

+ Recognition of unintended consequences of enforcement, especially in rural
areas where individuails may be publicly identified.

« |mportance of sensitive handling to avoid stigma and mental health issues.
« Special consideration for young people.
7. Cross-Government and Multi-industry Collaboration

« Call for a joined-up approach involving multiple departments and industries
to tackle water pollution holistically.



Main Takeaways

Equity in enforcement must balance fairness, proportionality, and sector-
specific realities.

Education, incentives, and communication are as vital as penailties in
driving behaviour change.

Judicial reform and consistent application of fines are needed to make
enforcement effective.

Collaboration and tailored engagement will help build public and sectoral
support.

Sensitivity to social impacts, especially in rural communities, is crucial for
maintaining trust and fairness.

5. Better communication between regulators and industries is needed.

7. Farmers face double penalties—this needs to be addressed for fairness.

8. Tailored messaging can help engage different communities more effectively.

Summary of the consultee responses:

All sectors must contribute to improving water quality—shared responsibility is
essential.

Equity in enforcement should consider intent, ability to pay, and environmental
harm.

Current fines are too low and inconsistently applied; sentencing guidelines
need review.

Education and incentives are key alongside penalties to encourage positive
behaviour.

Enforcement must be sensitive to social impacts, especially in rural
communities.

Early education (e.g. eco-schools) can foster long-term environmental
responsibility.

10. A cross-government, multi-industry approach is vital for meaningful change.

Pl L




% IMPROVING
" WATER QUALITY

All sectors must contribute to
improving water quality—shared
responsibility is essential

Equity in enforcement should
consider intent, ability to pay, and
environmental harm

Current fines are too low and
inconsistently applied; sentencing
guidelines need review

Education and incentives are
key alongside penalties to
encourage positive behaviour

Better communication between
regulators and industries is neeided

Enforcement must be sensitive
to social impacts, especially
in rural communities

Farmers face double penalties—this
needs to be addressed for fairness

Tailored messaging can help engage
different communities more effectively




Question 2

» Context - One of the key priorities set out in the current Programme for
Government is protecting Lough Neagh and the environment. The Lough
Neagh Action Plan establishes a number of key actions which will work
towards achieving this. Action 30 discusses exploring enforcement methods
including fixed penalty notices and civil sanctions for non-compliance, to act
as a deterrent for polluters and non-compliant operators.

¢ What kind of sanctions might be the most effective deterrent for minor
breaches of legislation?

Key Themes
1. Proportional and Impact-Based Sanctions

« Sanctions should reflect the environmental harm caused, not just procedural
faitures.

« Proportionality and fairness are essential—major incidents should still go to
court.

2. Flexible Enforcement Options

« Strong support for Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) and civil sanctions for
minor/moderate breaches.

+ These are seen as faster, less resource-intensive, and more practical than
criminal prosecution.

3. Clear Guidance and Offence Categorisation

» Need for clear criteria on which offences warrant which sanctions.

« Atraffic light system (warnings, then escalating penalties) was suggested.
4. Education First, Enforcement Last

+ Emphasis on education, guidance, and support before enforcement.

» Most pollution is unintentional, so advisory support is key for first-time or
accidental breaches.

5. Reparative and Restorative Approaches
« Support for reparative sanctions—e.g. fines funding habitat restoration.

« Interest in nature-based solutions and enforcement undertakings like those
used in England,

6. Reputational and Non-Financial Deterrents
» Reputational damage can be more effective than fines.

+« FPNs are seen as a non-criminal but visible deterrent.



7. Consistency and Cross-Border Alignment

« Enforcement should align with Republic of Ireland to avoid transboundary
issues.

« Involvement of Dfl and DfE is necessary due to cross-sector impacts on water
quality.

|
| Main Takeaways

« Atiered, proportionate enforcement system is preferred, with FPNs and civil
sanctions for minor breaches.

« Education and support should be the first step, with enforcement as a last
resort.

+ Restorative justice and reputational consequences are valuable deterrents.

« Clarity, fairness, and consistency in enforcement are essential to build trust
and ensure compliance.

Summary of the consultee responses on effective sanctions
for minor environmental breaches:

1. Sanctions should reflect actual environmental harm, not just procedural
failures.

2. Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) and civil sanctions are preferred for minor
breaches.

3. These options offer faster resolution and reduce pressure on the legal
system.

A tiered approach (education, then enforcement) is widely supported.
Clear guidance is needed on which offences suit which penalties.
Reparative measures like habitat restoration are strongly favoured.

Reputational risks (e.g. naming and shaming) can be powerful deterrents.

e A

Enforcement must be fair, proportionate, and transparent, avoiding double
penalties.

9. Cross-border consistency with the Republic of Ireland is important.

10.Education and advisory support should be prioritised for first-time or
accidental breaches.




EFFECTIVE SANCTIONS

FOR MINOR
ENVIRONMENTAL BREACHES

Sanctions should reflect
environmental impact, not just
procedural failures

Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) and
civil sanctions are welcomed for
minor breaches

These options could speed up
enforcement and reduce court
burdens

Clear guidance is needed on which
offences suit which penalties

Education and advisory support
should precede enforcement.
especially for first-time or acciidental
breaches

Reparative approaches (e.g. habitat
restoration) and nature-based solutions
are strongly supported

Reputational risks can be a stronger
deterrent than financial penalties—
naming and shaming may be effective

A traffic light system (warnings, then
penalties for repeat offences) was
suggested

Cross-departmental coordination and

alignment with Republic of freland
enforcemant ic assantial




Question 3

e Context - The maximum fine in Northern Ireland for an offence prosecuted
under the Water (NI) Order 1999 is £20k, however, similar offences across the
UK and Ireland have much higher penalties. In addition, fisheries and
aquaculture proposals (out for consultation at present) aim to raise the bar in
terms of the importance of the ecosystem and penalties for ecosystem
degradation offences.

The proposal is that many fisheries related offences will have the maximum
penalty increased to £50,000.

+ What are your views on increasing the maximum fine available in
Northern Ireland for offences on summary conviction prosecuted under
the Water (NI) Order 1999,

« and how might this impact compliance, deterrence, and industry
practices?

Key Themes
1. Support for Increased Penalties

+ General agreement that current fines are too low and lack deterrent effect.
+« Some support for unlimited fines for serious pollution offences.

2, Judicial Application and Sentencing
« Concern that maximum fines are rarely applied.

« Need for judicial education and updated sentencing guidelines to ensure
effective use of increased penalties.

3. Fairness and Equity

« Emphasis on equitable treatment across sectors—agriculture, industry,
wastewater, and the public.

« Enforcement must avoid disproportionate impacts, especially on rural
communities.

4. Polluter Pays Principle
« Strong support for enforcing the polluter pays principle.

+ Recognition that some sectors (e.g. wastewater) are perceived as
being under-regulated.

5, Education and Prevention

+ Enforcement should be a last resort—education and awareness are key to
preventing pollution.

« Need for training and guidance on pollution prevention and reporting.



Main Takeaways

Increasing the maximum fine is broadly supported but must be matched
by effective judicial enforcement.

A fair, proportionate, and transparent system is essential to maintain public
and sectoral trust.

Education and preventative measures should accompany any changes to
enforcement policy.

Sector-wide consistency and avoidance of rural bias are critical for equitable
implementation.

Strengthening the polluter pays principle will reinforce accountability and drive
hetter industry practices

‘Summary of the consultee responses on increasing

the maximum fine:

. General support for increasing fines, as current levels lack deterrent effect.

Concern that maximum penalties are rarely applied—judicial education is
needed.

3. Sentencing guidelines must be reviewed and strengthened.

4. Fines should be fair and proportionate, with consistent treatment across

© @ N o o

sectors.

Polluter pays principle should be enforced more robustly.

Enforcement must avoid disproportionate impacts on rural communities.
Some support for unlimited fines for serious pollution offences.

Education and prevention should come before enforcement.

Low court fines undermine the credibility of environmental protection efforts.

10. Clearer attribution of responsibility is needed, especially in urban areas.
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General support for increasing fines,
as current levels lack
deterrent effect

Concern that maximum penalties
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Sentencing guidelines must
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with consistent treatment across
sectors

Polluter pays principle should be
enforced more robustly

Enforcement must avoid
disproportionate impacts on rural
communities

Some support for unlimited fines
for serious pollution offences

Low court fines undermine the
credibility of environmental
protection efforts

Clearer attribution of responsibility
is needed. especiallv in urban areas



DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team

From: DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team
Sent: 02 September 2025 15:26
Subject: Stakeholder Engagement Event - Water Quality 29 August 2025

All,

Thank you for your attendance at the second stakeholder engagement event in relation to water quality on Friday
at Loughry College.

Please see attached slides which were presented on the screen to aid discussion.

I have included below a summary of our discussion of the policy options and the fit of the 4 pillars with the River
Basin Management plan.

Main Tal _di i trod on

1. Sector-Specific Education and Support:
e Farmers and other sectors lack tailored guidance and consistent messaging.
+ Absence of farm advisors and misinformation hinder sustainable practices.
2. Confidence and Collaboration:
» Agriculture sector fears misuse of shared information.
= Ashift from blame culture to partnership and trust-huilding is essential.
3. Resource and Capacity Needs:
¢ Departments need more visibility and trained staff to support sectors.
» Unequal access to environmental funding, especially for agriculture.

1. Tailored Education and Guidance:
+ Education must be industry-specific, not one-size-fits-all.
¢ Sharing best practices and adapting successful models (e.g. STOP guidance for quarries).
2. Building Trust and Breaking Silos:
¢ Better communication between departments and sectors.
¢ Collaboration with trade bodies and third-party assessments to support education.
3. Financial and Structural Barriers:
¢ Agriculture lacks access to environmental funding compared to other sectors.
¢ Planning procedures and other systemic issues hinder compliance and investment.
4. Legislative Flexibility and Future-Proofing:
+ Legislation should allow discretion for unforeseen events.
» Consideration of adding consideration of “restoration” to reflect remediation goals; discussion
that restoration might be the overall objective of the 4 pillars, or indeed the output

1. Restoration as a Priority:

+ Restoration should begin immediately and include preventative measures.

¢ Innovative approaches (e.g. phosphorus removal by Queen’s University) are underway.
2. Alignment and Integration:



+ Strong alignment between the 4 pillars and River Basin Management Plan.
o Localized approaches have proven effective and should be expanded.
3. Education and Cross-Sector Understanding:
e Education fosters trust and awareness across sectors.
o Understanding interdependencies between sectors is crucial.
4. Encouraging Proactive Behaviour:
s Recognition of industries already taking steps to reduce pollution.
* Avoid grouping responsible businesses with deliberate polluters.

As outlined, the next steps are to complete a draft policy and share with Minister, following which a policy
proposal will be launched for public consultation. The timeline is tight for this — consultation should commence
during September.

Thank you for your role and your commitment to the constructive discussions which took place. When the
consultation is ready for launch, | will be in touch to bring this to your attention,

Many thanks again

Ay Syt f o B M"“d Hd‘h
MHFA | First aider
Cmperrwy ot L e g 2 v B Sustainability at the hoarl of a
@ Agriculture, Emironmeat  ‘Talmhaiochta, Comhshaoil - Tairmin, Environment tnang working, scbvo landscape
and Rural Affairs agus Guithai Tuaithe an’ Kintra Matthers i
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DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team

From: DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team
Sent: 11 September 2025 09:14
Subject: Fisheries and Water Environment Bill - policy consultation - protection of the water environment

Dear All,

We are pleased to announce the Minister for the Department for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs
(DAERA) has today launched a public consultation on policy proposals relating to the protection of the water
environment to inform the forthcoming Fisheries and Water Environment Bill.

The consultation outlines a range of policy proposals to be incorporated into the new legislation.

We would encourage you to respond to the consultation as this will provide us with a better understanding of your
views.

Alink to the consultation and associated documents can be found below. This will also direct you to the Citizen
Space website which is hosting the online survey.

Fisheries and Water Environment Bill - Protection of the Water Environment | Department of Agriculture,
Environment and Rural Affairs

Whilst we have not planned any formal consultation events, we are more than happy to meet with you during the
consultation period if you would find it helpful to discuss the proposals with us, prior to submitting a consultation
response.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Fisheries and Water Environment Bill Team

Marine & Fisheries Division

Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs
Clare House,

303 Airport Road West,

Belfast,

BT3 9ED

MarinsandFisheriesBillTeam@daera-ni.gov.uk






DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team
I e

from: DAERA Marine and Fisheries Bill Team
Sent: 10 April 2026 12:38
Subject: Fisheries and Water Environment Bill and Protection of the Water Environment Consultations Summary &

Analysis
All,

Thank you to everyone who took part in the consultations on the Fisheries and Water Environment Bill
and Protection of the Water Environment. We appreciate the time, effort and contributions provided.

Responses have been extensively reviewed and analysed, and we can now share a copy of our analysis
with you.

The attached document has also been published online today and is available to view on the DAERA
website via the attached link.

Summary of the responses_to the Consultations on The Fisheries and Water Environment Bill and The
Protection of the Water Environment | Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs

Kind regards,

Fickeries and Water Froironment B Tean






From:

To:

Cc: ;

Subject: WRU 2024-11 - RE: NIEA / MPANI Wise Use of Water best practice guidance
Date: 13 February 2024 09:47:30

Attachments: 1mage(01 gif

Caution — This email has been received from outside the NICS network.
Please ensure you can verify the sender's name and email address.

Treat all attachments and links with caution.

FOR INTERNAL NICS STAFF ONLY - If you have any concerns regarding the

email please forward to spam@finance-ni.gov.uk.

This is extremely disappointing and a clear reflection of the well documented resource
challenges within DAERA. We have circulated the updated Wise Use of Water to our Members
and encouraged them to continue to follow and adopt the best practice within it. MPANI have
already written a briefing paper to the Minister, ||} in which we highlight our grave
concerns about the lack of experience and knowledge within parts of DAERA. We will also be
taking this matter up with Assembly AERA Committee.

Many thanks

Regional Director

T BN W vvmoanior
Mineral Products Association (Northern Ireland) Ltd, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park,
Dundrod Road, Crumlin, Co Antrim, BT29 4SR

MPA-NI-Signature-Logo

(2]

Confidentiality: This e-mail and its attachments are intended for the above name only and may be confidential. If they
tome to you in error, you must take no action based on them, nor must you copy or show it to anyone. If you have
recewved this e-mail in error please contact us to advise. Registered in Northern Irefand as Mineral Products Association
{Northern Ireland) Limited, No. 61329, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park, Dundrod Road, Crumlin, Co Antrim, BT29 45R

rrom: [ I <2 i 50v o>

Sent: 13 February 2024 07:30



To:Jl@mpani.org

Ce: i s | A 111 e =34
- B

Subject: NIEA / MPAN! Wise Use of Water best practice guidance

My apologies for not coming back to you sooner.

Unfortunately we do not have the resource to deliver the appropriate review and sign off on the
“Wise Use of Water Best Practice Guidance”

I have cc’d [l Head of the Regulation Unit, if you wish to escalate the matter.

Many Thanks

From: JJl@meaniorg JJll@mpaniorg>
Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 2:05 PM

To: IS I .- 20 cov..i>

Subject: FW: NIEA / MPANI Wise Use of Water best practice guidance

Caution — This email has been received from outside the NICS network.
Please ensure you can verify the sender's name and email address.

Treat all attachments and links with caution.

FOR INTERNAL NICS STAFF ONLY - If you have any concerns regarding the

email please forward to spam@finance-ni.gov.uk.
Hi [
Just following on from my emait of 26'" January.

We would really like to make progress on final sign off of the updated “Wise Use of Water best
practice guidance. | would be grateful if you could get in touch with me.

Regional Director

T B oo
Mineral Products Association (Northern Ireland) Ltd, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park,
Dundrod Road, Crumlin, Co Antrim, BT29 4SR



MPA-NI-Signature-Logo

Confidentiality: This e-mail and its attachments are intended for the above name only and may be confidential. If they
come to you in error, you must take no action based on them, nor must you copy or show it to anyone. If you have
received this e-mail in error please contact us to advise. Registered in Northern Ireland as Mineral Products Association
{Northern Ireland) Limited, No. 61329, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park, Dundrod Road, Crumlin, Co Antrim, BT29 4SR

From: [Jll®mpai.ore Jj@mpani.ore>

Sent: 26 January 2024 11:48

ro: N N - 0 cov.ic

Subject: NIEA / MPANI Wise Use of Water best practice guidance

+
| hope you are well.

Would it be possible to arrange a meeting / conversation with you regarding the Wise Use of
Water Guidance that has been updated and is awaiting clearance / sign off from Senior DAERA
Management. This guidance has proven to be of great value over the years since it was first
jointly published by our two organisations. | would go as far as stating it's one of the reasons why
the environmental performance of the quarry industry in NI has improved so much, particularly
in the area of water management.

Look forward to hearing from you.

Regional Director

TEEE  cEenunior  Wwwmpaniore
Mineral Products Association {Northern Ireland) Ltd, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park,
Dundrod Road, Crumlin, Co Antrim, BT29 45SR



MPA-NI-Signature-Logo

Confidentiality; This e-mail and its attachments are intended for the above name only and may be confidential. If they
come to you in error, you must take no action bazed on them, nor must you copy or show it to anyone. If you have
received this e-mail in error please contact us to advise. Registered in Northern Ireland as Mineral Products Association
{Northern Ireland) Limited, No. 61329, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park, Dundrod Road, Crumlin, Co Antrim, BT29 45R

Sent: 24 October 2023 08:27

To S S . cov.
N ¢ sy T
I .o I - v 15>

Subject: RE: MPANI

Unfortunately the decision has been made to postpone this event. | had let those people on the
group distribution list know, but should have included you in the email for information.

Cheers,

Conservation Science
Northern treland Environment Agency

rrom: [N N - =1. <o i

Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 5:49 PM

Subject: MPANI

Apologies again.

Due to workload pressures and conflicting priorities NIEA Water Regulation are not in a position



to field a representative to present at the event scheduled on 26 October.

Once the Guidance has passed through the approval process, NIEA will work with MPANI to
organise another event with the industry.

Many Thanks

prom: SN N @cvo ore>
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 10:43 AM

vo: I S -

ce I S o 2= 1. cov.i-; IR I
y ] - > N N @ aero-ni.cov.uk>

Subject: Re: 'Draft' NIEA Foreword

Caution - This email has been received from outside the NICS network.
Please ensure you can verify the sender's name and email address.

Treat all attachments and links with caution.

FOR INTERNAL NICS STAFF ONLY - If you have any concerns regarding the

email please forward to spam@finance-ni.gov.uk.
o

That's extremely disappointing. As | am sure you are aware The document is not new but is a 3rd
revision of the guidance that was first published in 2008 and then revised in 2015. At the time of
publication it was widely praised and recognised as a great example of responsible industry
working in partnership with Government to promote best practice and protection of the
environment,

In terms of the agenda and the event on the 26th we will make it clear the 3rd revision is not
finalised and cleared at senior level.

Regards

Sent from my iPhone

on 12 Oct 2023, at 09:29, NN <3 & 2cr2 nicov.uk>

wrote:

To flag the guidance document will not be finalised/ approved/ endorsed in time
for the planned workshop on 25 October.

It would be wise to amend the proposed agenda to reflect that the guidance has



not been finalised.

Thanks

Sent Monday, September 18, 2023 4:00 PM

To S
o

Subject: 'Draft' NIEA Foreword

-‘-

For inclusion in the latest review doc.

This will need final senior management / corporate clearance.

Thanks-



I S S, L,

From: DAERA Planning Response Team

Sent: 12 May 2025 11:28

To: gbest@mpani.org

Subject: DAERA PRT HOB - Awaiting a Response from NED
Gordon,

Further to the email from @il below, please note a response was uploaded on 30/4/25.

Regards

| Planning Response Team (PRT)
Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs {DAERA)
Narthern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA)

For NIEA Planning Queries; ‘% +4428 90569604 | planningresponse.team@daera-ni.gov.uk |
) NIEA Lisburn | 17 Antrim Road | Lisburn | 8728 3AL | Web https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/

— Northem Irstand Environmeni Agency A Aty =i e Dvprirand o e ] An Ay o 5 2 St
i~ i P ; Agriculture. Environment | Talmhaochta, Comhshaoil | Fairmin, Enviroumen
Gniomhaireacht Comhshagil Thuaiscear Ereann A P s X
Hirk Norfin Aidan Ermronment Agency amn&-nﬂ.u:a_l SUE agus Gndthai Tuaithe 1 an’ Kintra Matthers
From:

Sent: 08 April 2025 17:08
To: gbest@mpani.org

o
RN A £R A NIEA Plan <NIEAPIan @ daera-ni. gov.uk>

Subject: DAERA PRT HOB - Awaiting a Response from NED

Gordon

Many thanks for your email and apologies for not responding sooner!

| have asked the team to look at this and note we are currently awaiting a response from our colleagues in
NED. As you may be aware the Department is currently experiencing a very heavy workload resulting in delays
to planning consultation responses and we are not prioritising any cases. A response to this case will be

issued as soon as possible.

I have copied by colleges in CC&L into this reply to alert them to your email and also copied liijand

@D ca5¢ can you keep this on B/F and alert Gordon as soon as this reply issues.

Thanks



Central Services Team _

Head of Chief Executive’s Office & Planning Response Team
Morthern breland Environment Agency

17 Antrim road, LISBURN, BT23 3AL
B R A RS

hitos. fwww.daera-ni.gov.uk/

Sustainability at the heart of a living. working active landscape valued by svaryone

== Morhers -zianc Irdranmant Agency il e et i o e S Senai S
> o Crinmnaraack: Comnshac | Truaistaa-t £ raara 1 Azriculture. Elpu'uum-:nt Talmhaiochta. Comhzhaoil hnrl_nm. Fnvironment,
== and Rural Aflairs a=us Gnothai Tuaithe an’ Kintra Matthers

Maran A an Ensiroamand Agersy

From: gbest@mpani.org <gbest@mpani.org>

Sent: 12 March 2025 15:29

To-J

R L I T e R L S S TR S D s e
S

Subject: Waiting on response from NIEA

CAUTION — This email has been received from outside the NICS network. If you have any concerns, please report for
invesligation.

Hi

One of our Members, Gibson Bros, have been waiting some time now for a consultation response from NIEA for the
planning application at their Quarry, Kilmacrew Road, Banbridge.

The Application Reference is LA0O8/2023/3001/F.

The consultation was sent on 08 Nov 2024 so if any of your colleagues could provide us with an update and possible
progress this response it would be appreciated.

Many thanks in advance for your help

Gordon Best
Regional Director

T: 02390324078 £ info@mpani.org W www.mpani.org

Mineral Produsts Associztion (Morthern ireland) Ltd, Unit 10 Mutts Cornar Business Park, Dundrod Road, Crumlin, Co
Antrim, BT23 458




.

From: S o @mpani.org>

Sent: 17 July 2026 11:02

To:

Ce: Gordon Best

Subject: RE: Re: NIEA Meeting - Request for Availability
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION - This email has been received from outside the NICS network. if you have any concems, please report for
investigation.

Morning G

Please see the list of attendees below:

Gordon Best- gbest@mpani.org

William Doherty- wdoherty@creaghconcrete.com
Paul Hamill- phamill@fpmccann.co.uk

Rebecca Mitchell- RMitchell@northstone-ni.com

Chris Tinsley- chris@quarryplan.co.uk

Let me know if you need anything else

Kind regards

(@mpa

Nerthern Ireland
essential materials
susiainabie solutions

From:

Sent: 17 July 2026 10:28

To: Gordon Best <gbest@mpani.org>; (NN fo @mpani.org>
Subject: RE: Re: NIEA Meeting - Request for Availability

Good morning Gordon,

Could you please confirm the names and email addresses of the 5 attendees you will bring to the
meeting with Teresa on 30 July? | will issue the invite asap.

Kind regards,

GNP Panning Response Team (PRT)



Dapartment of Agriculturs, Environment and Rural Afiairs (DAERA)
Marthern lreland Environmeant Agancy (MIEA)

For NIEA Planning Queries; ® 42890559504 » planningresponse.team@dazra-ni.gov.uk |
=" NIEA Lisburn | 17 Antrim Road | Lisbura | BT28 3AL | Web hitps:

wyww.daeca-ni.gov.uk

M olarviw tacbe PRl T ks B e R B )Tt
@ \"l'iL‘lthl'? l‘mum’un?nt 1 Talmbkainhta. (umh.«hnl Flu'm:n Ennmnu it
nnd Rl.nl Affairs ! agus Goothai Tuaitne Pan’ Kintra Matthers

R

From: Gordon Best <gbest@mpani:org>
Sent: 10 July 2026 11:09

To:—. '”

- G
Subject: CM: Re: NIEA Meeting - Request for Availability

There will be a total of 5. Yes, NIEA offices in Lisburn will suit well!!
Gordon
Sentfrom

From:
Sent: Friday, 10 July 2026 20:05:03

To: Gordon Best < L —

Co A
Subject: RE: NIEA Meeting - Request for Availability

Many thanks Gordan.

In order to reserve a big enough room for the meeting, please confirm the number of attendees you
will bring.

Please also advise if Lisburn NIEA would be a convenient location for you.

Kind regards,

From: Gordon Best < >
Sent: 10 July 2026 10:58
To:
Cc:
Subject: Re: NIEA Meeting - Request for Availability

In the diary!!

Gordon



Sent from

From:
Sent: Friday, 10 July 2026 19:56:54

To: SN Gorcdon Best <ghest@mpani.org>
Cc:

Subject: RE: NIEA Meeting - Request for Availability

H

| have made a note in the diary.

Kind regards

Northern Ireland

essential matesials

sustainable solutions
From:

Sent: 10 July 2026 10:40
To: Gordon Besgigbest@mpani.orgz—
Ce:

Subject: RE: NIEA Meeting - Request for Availability

Good morning Gordan,

Would you be able to hold Thursday 30 July, 10.00 am -12.00 pm in your diary for a meeting with
NIEA, please?

I'am currently confirming attendees from our side and will send the formal meeting invitation once
these have been finalised.

Many thanks,

— | Planning Response Team (PRT)

Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs {DAERA)
Narthern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA)

For NIEA Planning Queries; W +4428 90569604 | planningresponse.team@daera-ni.gov.uk |
" NIEA Lisburn | 17 Antrim Road | Lisburn | BT28 3AL | Web hitps://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/
e

v Rosihaer g and Ervicrment Agarcy bl - Sre At Tt s 3 oy 078 ra ot
N I o) ‘ Griamraireaznt Carmr snasi TaLzsceat Ergann Agriculture. Envimament . Talmhaiochta, Combshacil Fairmin, Enviruoment
E== oe b | Nerir 8.3 By ranrent Agsncy -ﬂ‘ﬂlﬂﬁ_’ Affairs agus Godthaf Tuaithe an’ Kirtra Matthers



From: Gordon Best < >

Sent: 09 July 2026 22:40

To:

Subject: Re: NIEA Meeting - Request for Avallability

| am available
29th, 30", 31% July
11%" August

Gordon

Sent from Outlook foriOg

From:

Sent: Thursday, 09 July 2026 23:57:20

To: Gordon Best < >,

Subject: NIEA Meeting - Request for Availability

Good afternoon Sl

| am trying to schedule a meeting with Gordan Best and NIEA and am seeking Gordan’s availability
during late July/early August.

Please see current availability for Teresa O’Neill in July/August:

 Monday 20 July - am/pm

+ Wednesday 22 july-pm

e Thursday 23 luly-2-3pm

+ Monday 27 Juty —am

« Wednesday 29 July - pm

« Thursday 30 July - am/pm {before 4pm)
« Monday 20 July - am/pm

+« Wednesday 5 August-pm

o Tuesday 11 August-pm

» Wednesday 12 August - pm
+« Thursday 13 August-2 - 3pm

Please tet me know which option best suits, so we can hold it in(illldiary.

Kind regards,



Planning Response Team {PRT)
Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA)
Northern Jreland Environmeant Agency {(NIEA)

For NIEA Planning Queries; B +4428 90569504 | »< planningresponse.team@daera-nigov.ck |
=% NIEA Lisburn | 17 Antrim Road | Lisburn | BT28 3AL | Web htigs.//www.daera-ni,gov.uk

= Nortrern reacc Ery ronment Ageng, A Aty v A 7 Sz SromTRUATU rud 23 vy b digry wn e Sezpner 3
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From: ;

Sent: 09 June 2026 15:37

To: : ‘Gordon Best'

Cc i

Subject: CM: RE: Progress on MPANI Members Applications

Good Afternoon Gordon,
Good to hear from you and thank you for your email.

| have checked the status of the cases you have referred to and provided estimated timeframes as set
out below. You will be aware that within NED, there are new team structures which focus on working
on 2025/26 cases and new cases after the 1 April 2026. The cases you have requested an update on
are within the 2025/26 caseload with NED and as such the indicative timeframes set out below apply.

| have also included the link for the planning consultation updates that is currently on our website for
your information. These timeframes on the website are updated regularly to reflect progress within
teams as they move through the backlog. At the moment teams are on target to clear the 2025/26
back log by the send of September 2026.

Please note that these timeframes are indicative and may be subject to change depending on case
complexity or if progress is made more quickly.

www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/daera-planning-consultations-update

Hopefully this information is helpful to you and your members. You should receive a response to your
letter from Katrina Godfrey in the coming days and | will be in touch to arrange a meeting as
discussed.

1. Planning Reference Number: LA11/2025/0161/F

This case was received on 10 December 2026. At the moment case officers within the NED team
assessing 2025/26 cases are working on cases received in December 2025, the timeframe for
responses for cases received in December is 3 weeks.

2. Planning Reference Number: LA01/2025/0058/F

The response to this case was issued to the Planning Authority at Causeway, Coast & Glens Borough
Council on the 15 May 2026 and there are no outstanding consultations currently with the
Department at this time.

3. Planning Reference Number: LA08/2023/3001/F
This case was received on 30 January 2026. At the moment case officers within the team assessing
2025/26 cases are working on cases received in December 2025, the timeframe for responses for

cases received in January 2026 is 7 weeks.

Many Thanks



Planning Improvement Plan
Departmant of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA)
Northarn Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA)

Lisburn NIEA| 17 Antrim Road| Lisburn} BT28 3AL

2 g b s /v ocra:ni oVl
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Sustainability at the heart of a living, working, active landscape valued
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From: Gordon Best <ghest@mpani.org>
Sent: 09 June 2026 11:27

To QU
Subject: Progress on MPANI Members Applications

CAUTION — This email has been received from outside the NICS network. If you have any concerns, please report for
investigation.

Apologies, but|had emailed this to{llland you last Friday but have realised | mis-spelled your
surname.

Hi Gy
Once again, many thanks for the chance to talk last week with youil§and hear of the changes
and progress being made within NIEA and in particular NED. Following my letter fo Kairina | look

forward to a face to face meeting late July / early August to hear more about the improvements
and restructuring within your teams.

In the meantime would it be possible to get a quick update on the applications listed below as
they have been with you for some time and the delays in coming back to council are creating
significant worry and stress for our members concerned as they worry that @ number of studies
they have paid for and carried out will run out of time.

i. planning Reference Number: LA11/2025/0161/F
Council: Derry City and Strabane District Council

Applicant: P Keenan Quarries

Proposal: A 1.95 hectare lateral south westerly extension of the existing quairy. to a depth
contfiguous with the permitted floor at Letterbrat Quarry, including restoration.

Date of Consultation: 10" December 2025

2. Planning Reference Number: LAQ1/2025/0058/F
2



Council: Causeway Coast and Glens BC

Applicant: P Keenan Quarries

Proposal: The phased winning and working of mineral (basalt) comprising of a lateral northerly
extension to the existing quarry to a maximum depth of 182mAQOD, the construction of internal
haul roads, the erection of earthen screening bunds, the storage of overburden and the
restoration of the Site to biodiversity afferuses and all oncillary development associated with the
same.

Date of Consultation: 169 April 2026

3. LA08/2023/3001/F Gibsons Quarry Banbridge
| appreciate your teams are working hard to get through the back-log of cases, but just an indication
of remaining timescales on a decision on their applications would be greatly appreciated.

Many thanks

Gordon Best

Regional Director

T: 02890824078 £:info@mpani.org W: www.mpani.org

Mineral Products Association (Northern Ireland) Ltd, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business Park, Dundrod Road, Crumliin, Co
Antrim, BT29 4SR

(mp

Northern ireland
essential materials
sustainable solutions

Confidentiality: This e-mail and its attachments are intended for the above name only and may be confidential. If thay come to you in error,
you must take no action based on them, nor must you copy or show it to anyone. If you have received this e-mail in error please contact us to
advise. Registered in Northern Ireland as Mineral Products Association (Northern ireland) Limited, No. 61329, Unit 10 Nutts Corner Business
Park, Dundrod Road, Crumlin, Co Antrim, BT29 4SR
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