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August 2026 Version 


	Application for a Screening Decision under 
the Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) Regulations

	
If completing this application in paper format, use BLACK INK and BLOCK CAPITALS.  If you need more space to complete any part of the form, please use a separate sheets of paper and send in with this form.
Alternatively, an electronic version of this form may be completed on-screen and printed off for signature.  
Send your completed form to the address above; or submit electronically to: eia@daera-ni.gov.uk  
If you have any queries or difficulties completing the form, contact Controls and Assurance Branch at the above address.
Do I need to complete this form?
The notes below will tell you whether you are required to apply for a screening decision on your proposed project under the Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) Regulations (NI) 2007 as amended. You should also read the Guidance, available from the address above or on the DAERA website https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/environmental-impact-assessment-application-forms-and-guidance

All projects seeking to increase the productivity for agriculture of semi-natural or uncultivated land, or which seek to restructure rural landholdings, must not begin if their extent is equal to or exceeds the threshold applicable to it, unless a screening decision permitting the project to proceed is obtained from the Department (reference: Regulation 4).  

Failure to obtain a screening decision when required may be considered a breach of the Regulations and be investigated as a potential offence.   Furthermore, please note that breaches in relation to the Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) Regulations may also result in a breach of Farm Sustainability Standards and a penalty being applied to Farm payments. 

When can I start my project?  
If an EIA screening decision is required, or you are uncertain, you should NOT undertake any of the proposed operations until you have received written permission to proceed from DAERA. 

Please provide as much detail as possible to the questions in this application.  If the Department is required to seek further information from you, this may prolong the time required by the Department to make a screening decision.



	

	1.  YOUR DETAILS

	Title (Mr, Ms etc.):
	     
	Forename(s):
	     
	Surname:
	     

	Postal address for correspondence:   
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	Postcode:
	     

	[bookmark: Text9]Email:      
	Telephone:
	     

	Farm Business Name:      

	Farm Business ID:
	     



	2.  SITE DETAILS & PROPOSED OPERATIONS


REMEMBER:  This form only needs to be completed for projects seeking to increase productivity for agriculture on uncultivated or semi-natural land, or for projects restructuring rural landholdings, that are equal to or exceed the thresholds as per the Regulations (see Guidance referred to on page 1).  Projects may include previous works.

Land is considered to be uncultivated land if it has not been subject to physical or chemical cultivation in the last 15 years.  Semi-natural areas include:
· Unimproved grassland, heath and moorland – Includes meadows and grazing pastures; downland or other open or enclosed upland grassland; grassland with some tree cover; lowland and coastal heathland; moorland and upland rough grazing
· Wetlands – Includes marsh, fen, open water, watercourses, salt marsh, ditches and ponds
· Scrub – areas of thorn, bramble, whin, young trees (before woodland establishment)

The operations listed below are examples of the type of operation subject to EIA (Agriculture) Regulations. 
· Cultivation – including ploughing, rotavating, harrowing, tining, discing and reseeding.
· Spreading soil or other material, including fertiliser or lime in excess of existing routine application rates.
· Drainage works – new works including mole, tile, tunnel, subsoiling or other artificial subsoiling or other artificial drainage and moorland gripping. Routine maintenance is not covered.
· Land reclamation from estuary or other wetlands.
· Modification to watercourses, to deepen, widen, straighten or otherwise improve an existing watercourse where these operations are intended to bring uncultivated land into intensive agricultural use. Routine maintenance is not covered.
· Flood defences – operations on embankments, structures or land which act as flood or coastal defences.
· Infilling ditches, ponds, pits, pools, marshes or historic earthwork features.
· Clearing vegetation or land by physical removal, burning, application of herbicides, deliberate overgrazing or trampling or rooting by livestock in preparation for cultivation.
· Introducing livestock (including poultry) at intensive stocking rates, or increasing current stocking rates to intensive levels.
· Operations affecting historic or natural features such as archaeological sites, ridge and furrow, ancient earthworks, hedgerows, or dry stone walls.

	Describe your proposed project

	Where and what is the purpose of your proposed project from an agricultural perspective?

	     



	What size is the total area (ha) that would be affected by the project? 

	     


	What type of habitats / semi-natural areas would be impacted?

	     


	What is the current management of this land, e.g. type of livestock and numbers?  If no current management, write ‘None’.

	     


	What works, cultivations, applications, treatments, stocking intensification etc. are proposed by your project? (Include any initial works proposed to prepare the ground; and also the new proposed management of the land, i.e. how you intend to manage this land into the future: frequency of spraying, spreading; how many extra stock; etc)


	     


	Does this project include ‘restructuring’ of the landholding, e.g. removal / realignment of hedgerows, sheughs and / or other linear features from the landscape?

	     


	If yes, to the question above, describe and state how many metres of linear feature are to be removed, and over what area of land (ha).  
If no, write ‘N/a’

	     


	When do you intend to start the project (month & year)?    

	     
	When do you intend to start the project (month & year)?    

	     






	Have you competed similar works on uncultivated land or semi-natural areas of your farm over recent years?  If yes, provide details.

	     






Complete the table below.  Note that a single field may contain separate ‘areas’ that you propose to improve.

	Area
	Farm survey & field No’s.
	Area (ha) within field
	Landscape / Habitat type
	Summary of proposed works e.g. cultivations, applications, treatments, stocking intensification etc.

	1
	     
	     
	     
	     



	2
	     
	     
	     
	     



	3
	     
	     
	     
	     



	4
	     
	     
	     
	     




	5
	     
	     
	     
	     




	If your project includes more areas / fields continue on a separate sheet 




	3.  ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORIC PROTECTIONS, AND ANY PROPOSED MITIGATIONS 



Please indicate if the site(s) lies within or contains one or more of the sensitive areas[footnoteRef:1] listed below.  You can use the NIEA Natural Environment Viewer2 and the Historic Environment Map Viewer NI3 if required. [1:  Defined in Schedule 2 of the Regulations.
2 https://gis.daera-ni.gov.uk/arcgis/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=7ed27d1df5c3451da04b18057b6d48bf 
3 https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8bb16b64f0994385a5c141027ae9d33e/ ] 


Mark all that apply:

	Area of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI) or National Nature Reserve (NNR)
	

	Special Protection Area (SPA) or Special Area of Conservation (SAC)
	

	Scheduled historic monuments (SHM)
	

	Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 
	












In the next table, describe any likely significant effects on the environment resulting from the project itself or the use of natural resources. Consider the environmental sensitivity of the geographical area and the impact of the project on people, biodiversity, landscape, land and soil. Referring to the project location(s) within the landscape area, consider: 
a. How close your project is (nearest km) to watercourses and / or sensitive areas? 
b. What residues, emissions and wastes will the project produce? 
c. What natural resources (particularly, soil, land, water and biodiversity) will the project use / affect? 
d. If relevant, what will be the cumulative effect of your project with other past or ongoing projects nearby? 
e. What are the results of any relevant environmental assessments which are reasonably available to you?
f. Also in the table, describe all the features of the project or measures that you intend to put in place to avoid or prevent any likely significant adverse effects on the environment.  (Examples may include retention and or planting of native trees, shrubs, hedges, semi-natural grasslands, protection measures relating to protected species, such as badger setts, marsh fritillary butterfly breeding areas, breeding wading-birds species, bats, red squirrels and historic monuments).

	Field number
	Likely significant adverse effects & the area (ha) that would be affected
	Features or measures to avoid or prevent those effects


	     

	     

	     



	     

	     

	     



	     

	     

	     



	     

	     

	     



	     

	     

	     



	     

	     

	     



	     

	     

	     



	     

	     

	     



	     

	     

	     



	If your project includes more fields continue on a separate sheet.




	
	OTHER CONSIDERATIONS


	Is any payment made on the land by DAERA?
	[bookmark: Check1]Yes   |_|
	[bookmark: Check2]No   |_|

	If so, which Scheme?
	

	Farm Sustainability Payment Scheme
	|_|
	

	Beef Carbon Reduction Scheme
	|_|
	

	Farming with Nature Schemes
	|_|
	

	Environmental Farming Scheme 
	|_|
	

	Another scheme? Provide its name. 
	|_|
	

	Are you aware of any other information which may be relevant to this application (e.g. public rights of way, designated areas, planning permission applications etc.)?
	[bookmark: Check3]Yes   |_|
	[bookmark: Check4]No   |_|

	

	If you have answered YES please give further details below:

	     





	LOCATION MAP

	Please provide a location map at a scale of 1:10,000 (or 1:2,500) for your project, indicating:

(a) the field(s) concerned, including their numbers; and

(b) the boundary lines of the project within the field(s) plus an estimate of the area (in hectares) involved.




















	
DATA PROTECTION,  FREEDOM OF INFORMATION & AND ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION

	The Department takes data protection, freedom of information and environmental information issues seriously.  It takes care to ensure that any personal information supplied to it is dealt with in a way which complies with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulations (2016). This means that any personal information you supply will be processed principally for the purpose for which it has been provided.  
However, the Department is under a duty to protect the public funds it administers, and to this end may use the information you have provided for this purpose. It may also share this information with other bodies responsible for the audit or administration of public funds, in order to prevent and detect crime.
In addition, the Department may also use it for other legitimate purposes in line with the General Data Protection Regulations, Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations 2004. These include: 
· Administration of the Sustainable Agriculture Programme and other aid schemes;
· The production and safety of food;
· Management of land and other environmental controls;
· Animal health and welfare;
· Occupational health and welfare;
· Regulatory and natural resources policy;
· Environmental policy;
· Legislation relating to the Northern Ireland Environmental Agency;
· The prevention and detection of fraud or maladministration (e.g. The Comptroller & Auditor General and HM Revenue & Customs);
· Compilation of statistics;
· Disclosure to other organisations when required by law to do so; and
· Disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 where such disclosure is in the public interest;
· Administration of UK wide schemes on behalf of the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs in Great Britain
· Business development and knowledge advisory service for farmers, growers and food processors;
· For corresponding with you in connection with the above activities.
· Further information is available on https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/daera-privacy-statement 
In accordance with the terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2007 (as amended), details of all EIA (Ag) applications and decisions will be published on the Department’s website. See the link https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/environmental-impact-assessment-eia-0


	Any applicant knowingly or recklessly withholding material information or making a false or misleading statement may be prosecuted.

	DECLARATION

	You should now check the boxes below, sign and date the form and send it to the address at the top of page 1.
Alternatively, insert your digital signature or your name and when completed e-mail the form to eia@daera-ni.gov.uk

	I have read and understood the EIA Guidance document on the DAERA website.
	|_|

	I have read and understood the Data Protection / Freedom of Information statement above.
	|_|

	The answers given in this form are, to the best of my knowledge, correct.
	|_|

	Signature:
	     
	Date:
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