


 

 

5. The precise legislation, statutory power, warrant, court order or other legal 
authority relied upon to seize, pursue and destroy these cattle, together with 
copies of all associated authorisations and decision records.  
 
6. All records explaining why the entire herd was killed and why alternatives such 
as removal, treatment, controlled sale, rehoming or independent veterinary 
intervention were rejected.  
 
7. All operational plans, veterinary instructions, animal-welfare assessments, 
risk assessments and post-operation reports, including records concerning the 
fear, distress and suffering caused to the animals.  
 
8. All records of any investigation, internal review or accountability process 
undertaken since the operation, including any findings, recommendations or 
action taken.  

 
I can confirm that the department has completed its searches and holds some, but not all, of 
the information within the scope of your request. 
 
However, the department has decided not to disclose this information at this time, as it is 
exempt from disclosure under Section 22 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (Information 
Intended for Future Publication). 

A public interest test has been carried out and is attached at Annex A. 

As you may be aware, Minister Muir has provided a detailed summary of the actions taken by 
the department and the accompanying context in his Written Ministerial Statement to the 
Assembly on 06 August and during the Committee for Agriculture, Environment and Rural 
Affairs meeting held on 10 August 2026. These publications may be of interest to you. 

 
You can read the statement via this link: https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/written-
statement-northern-ireland-assembly-6-august-2026.  

 
Coverage of the Committee for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs meeting on Monday 
10 August 2026 can be viewed here: https://niassembly.tv/committee-for-agriculture-
environment-and-rural-affairs-meeting-monday-10-august-2026/  

An independent external review is being taken forward to review the action taken by the 
department and the terms of reference has been published on the department’s website: 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/terms-reference-independent-external-review. The 
Minister has also committed to publishing the main findings and recommendations from the 
review once it has been completed. 

 






