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11 August 2026 
Dear   
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
With regard to your request for information received by the Department on 14 July 
2026 which sought the following information: 
 
Could you please provide the following information regarding the staffing and 
designation of Wildlife Inspectors within the Department and the Northern Ireland 
Environment Agency (NIEA): 

1. The current headcount of full-time equivalent (FTE) staff explicitly employed 
within the NIEA Wildlife Team whose primary job role/title is "Wildlife 
Inspector". 

2. The total number of other DAERA or NIEA staff members (e.g., Veterinary 
Officers or Agriculture Inspectors) who currently hold an active operational 
designation/warrant to exercise the statutory powers of a Wildlife Inspector 
under the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 (as amended). 

3. If applicable, any recent historical data or targets for these staffing numbers 
over the last three financial years. 

 
I can advise that the Department has completed its search and can confirm that it 
holds the information you requested which is below. 
 






