To: DAERA Private Office

Subject: Concerns Regarding Inaccurate FOE NI Reporting on Broiler Litter Management
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CAUTION - This email has been received from outside the NICS network. If you have any concerns,
please report for investigation.

Dear Minister,

Please find attached a letter from_ outlining our concern

regarding unfounded claims in a recent FOE NI report and subsequent media
coverage of same.

We offered direct engagement with FOE NI throughout the report drafting process to
discuss its concerns, answer questions and ensure our response was accurately
reflected. Those offers were not taken up.

While scrutiny and challenge are entirely legitimate, the standards applied in this
instance fall significantly below what should be expected of organisations and
individuals seeking to contribute to an evidence-based public debate.

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any further information.

Best,

=
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www.pilgrimseurope.com

Belmont House, 148 Belmont Rd
Uxbridge London UB8 THE

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to
whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error, please notify the originator of the message. Please
do not use, copy or disclose any information sent to you in error in any way nor act in reliance on it. Please delete the
information from your system immediately. Please note that email messages may contain computer viruses or other
defects, or may be intercepted, deleted, or interfered without the knowledge of the sender or the intended recipient.
Whilst we have taken precautions to ensure so far as possible any attachments have been checked for viruses, please
take your own anti-virus precautions. We do not accept any liability for any damage or loss which may be caused by any
software virus or other defects. Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, except where
the sender specifies and with authority, states them to be the views of a company forming part of the Pilgrim’s Europe



brand, as set out below. In this case, the views are of the group company specified and not the views of any of its
affiliate companies. Please note that we monitor emails sent or received, and further communication will signify your
consent to this. Pilgrim’s Europe is a brand name including but not limited to the following trading companies: Pilgrim’s
Food Masters Ireland Limited (registered in Ireland, company number: 87159, registered office: Unit C 1st Floor, Apex
Business Centre, Blackthorn Road, Sandyford Business Park, Dublin, D18 E3P8), Pilgrim’s Pride Limited (registered in
England, company number: 608077, registered office: First Floor, Belmont House, Belmont Road, Uxbridge, UB8 1HE),
Pilgrim’s Shared Services Limited (registered in England, company number: 13876078, registered office: Belmont
House (full address as above)), Pilgrim’s UK Lamb Limited (registered in England, company number: 1010230,
registered office: Belmont House (full address as above)), Pilgrim’s Food Masters UK Limited (registered in England,
company number: 13352340, registered office: Belmont House (full address as above)), Oakhouse Foods Limited
(registered in England, company number: 4226390, registered office: Belmont House (full address as above)) Rollover
Limited (registered in England, company number: 2606878, registered office: Belmont House (full address as above)),
Moy Park Limited (registered in Northern Ireland, company number: NI004842, registered office: The Food Park, 39
Seagoe Industrial Estate, Craigavon, County Armagh, Northern Ireland, BT63 5QE), Kitchen Range Foods Limited
(registered in England, company number: 1004539, registered office address: Kingfisher Way, Hinching Brooke
Business Park, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 6FJ), Moy Park France SAS (registered in France, company
number: 444 575 120, registered office: 712 Chemin de Noyelles, Hénin Beaumont, France, 62110), Moy Park Beef
Orleans SARL (registered in France, company number: 343 206 389, registered office: Rue des Pins, ZI des
Bicharderies, Fleury les Aubrais, France, 45404) and Albert Van Zoonen B.V. (registered in the Netherlands, company
number: 37042002, registered office: Grotewallerweg 4, Schagen, Netherlands, 1742NM).



From the Office of the
Minister of Agriculture,
Environment and Rural Affairs

Moy Park Limited
The Food Park
39 Seagoe Industrial Estate

Craigavon

Co. Armagh

BT63 5QE DAERA Private Office

I First Floor, Clare House
303 Airport Road West
Sydenham Intake
Belfast, BT3 9ED
Telephone: 028 9052 4140
Email: private.office@daera-ni.gov.uk
Our Ref: COR-0531-2026
Date: 12 August 2026

Dear I

CONCERNS REGARDING INACCURATE FRIENDS OF THE EARTH NORTHERN
IRELAND REPORTING ON BROILER LITTER MANAGEMENT

Thank you for your letter of 23 July 2026. | note your concerns regarding the Friends of the
Earth Northern Ireland reporting on broiler litter management.

In response to media queries on this issue, NIEA has clarified that it does not approve, nor
is it required to approve, Moy Park’s overarching Litter Utilisation Strategy.

NIEA has also highlighted that each individual new broiler farm application for a Pollution
Prevention and Control (PPC) permit is required to demonstrate with supporting evidence
that they have a sustainable outlet(s) for the total litter which will be produced from their
proposed development.

My department and officials will continue to work closely with all relevant stakeholders to
ensure that the Northern Ireland environment is adequately protected for the benefit of
current and future generations.

Yours sincerely

ANDREW MUIR MLA
Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs

If you are deaf or have a hearing difficulty you can - .
contact the Department via the Next Generation Text INVESTORS IN PECPLE

We invest in people Standard

Relay Service by dialling 18001 + telephone number.



Moy Park Limited

The Food Park

39 Seagoe Industrial Estate
Craigavon

Northern Ireland

BT63 5QE

Tel +44 28 38352233
www.pilgrimseurope.com

Mr Andrew Muir MLA,

Minister for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs
Clare House

303 Airport Road

West Belfast BT3 9ED

By email

23 July 2026

Concerns Regarding Inaccurate FOE NI Reporting on Broiler Litter Management
Dear Minister,

I write to make you aware of serious concerns regarding a recent article published by The Detail and promoted
by Friends of the Earth Northern Ireland (FOE NI), which alleges that Moy Park/Pilgrim's Europe spread "20
times more poultry manure on Northern Irish fields than agreed with environmental authorities."

The central claim underpinning both the article and the associated FOE NI report is incorrect.

As repeatedly explained to FOE NI and the journalist, |l “ho also drafted the report foreword, the
claim is based on a comparison of two entirely different datasets. The 1% figure cited by FOE NI is from
documentation on the DAERA PPC portal relating to potential litter outlets identified within permitting
documentation at a specific point in time.

By contrast, the 21% figure provided by Pilgrim's Europe relates to actual litter movements during the year across
both IPPC and non-IPPC farms. This information was voluntarily supplied to FOE NI in the interests of
transparency and has also been shared with your Department, NIEA, the OEP and other relevant bodies. As you
will be aware, this figure represents a reduction of more than 60% in broiler litter land-spreading over the past
five years.

Critically, this allegation was not included in the limited material shared with us prior to publication, denying us
an opportunity to fact-check or correct it before it entered the public domain. Subsequent attempts to explain the
distinction and secure a correction have been ignored, and we have now escalated the matter to IPSO.

We also offered direct engagement with FOE NI throughout this process to discuss its concerns, answer questions
and ensure our response was accurately reflected. Those offers were not taken up.

More broadly, we are concerned that the report relies heavily on outdated information, in some cases more than a
decade old, alongside a number of incorrect assumptions. As a result, it does not accurately reflect our business
today or the significant progress made in recent years.

Our Northern Ireland poultry operations are among the most highly regulated and transparent in the agri-food
sector. We are undertaking a significant privately funded transition towards fully circular, off-land litter
management, delivering environmental protection, renewable energy generation and wider circular economy
benefits.

While scrutiny and challenge are entirely legitimate, the standards applied in this instance fall significantly below
what should be expected of organisations and individuals seeking to contribute to an evidence-based public debate.

Registered address: Moy Park Limited, The Food Park, 39 Seagoe Industrial Estate, Craigavon, Northern Ireland, BT63 5QE
Registered in Northern Ireland No: NI004842 VAT No: GB496976167



Moy Park Limited

The Food Park

39 Seagoe Industrial Estate
Craigavon

Northern Ireland

BT63 5QE

Tel +44 28 38352233
www.pilgrimseurope.com

Continuing to publish claims founded on a fundamental misunderstanding of the underlying data risks misleading
stakeholders and undermining confidence in informed, fact-based discussion of this important issue.

We remain committed to science-led, evidence-based approaches to reducing the environmental impact of our
business and to working transparently with regulators, policymakers and stakeholders to achieve this. We trust
that those seeking to influence DAERA policy will engage in that process in good faith, with due regard for factual
accuracy and the full context of the available evidence.

Yours sincerely,

R&D and Technical Director

Registered address: Moy Park Limited, The Food Park, 39 Seagoe Industrial Estate, Craigavon, Northern Ireland, BT63 5QE
Registered in Northern Ireland No: NI004842 VAT No: GB496976167
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