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BLUEFIN TUNA (BFT) CATCH AND RELEASE RECREATIONAL FISHERY (CRRF)
2026 APPLICATION FORM
For a Permit under Chapter 4 ‘Recreational Fisheries’ (Article 19D) of Regulation (EU) 2016/1627 on a multiannual recovery plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean.
Section 1: Vessel details
	Question
	Applicant response

	1. What is the vessel name (including any previous names)
	________________________________________

	2a. What are the external registration markings on the vessel’s hull (PLN)
	________________________________________

	2b. What is the vessel’s UK Ship Registration number (RSS number), as recorded on the vessel’s MCA Certificate of Registry?
	________________________________________

	2c. What is the vessel's Port of Registry, as recorded on the MCA Certificate of Registry?
	

	2d. Please attach a copy of the certificate of registration
	Attached ☐

	3a. Is the vessel 5 metres or greater in overall length?
Only vessels greater than 5 metres in overall length may apply.
	☐ YES    ☐ NO

	3b. What is the vessel’s overall length in metres, as recorded on the vessel’s MCA Certificate of Registry?
	____________ metres

	3c. What is the maximum capacity (in terms of numbers of crew/anglers) of the vessel?
	________________________________________

	4a. Is the vessel powered by an engine or a motor?
Only vessels powered by an engine or a motor may apply.

	☐ YES    ☐ NO




	4b. What is the registered size of the engine capacity?
	___________________________________

	5. Will you be operating as a BFT CRRF chartering vessel?
This means you will be bringing paying customers on board the vessel outlined in this application to fish for BFT.
If you choose yes, you must include a copy of your Small Commercial Vessel Certificate (SCV2). If you do not include a valid SCV2, your application will not be considered as a charter vessel.
	☐ YES    ☐ NO
SCV2 Attached ☐


	6. What is the Small Commercial Vessel Certificate number?
	________________________________________

	7. Please detail any navigational systems or Automatic Identification Systems installed on the vessel.
	






Section 2: Vessel owner details
If any of the owner’s details do not match any of those already on record, we may need to contact you.
	Question
	Applicant response

	8. What is the vessel owner’s name?
	First name: ____________________
Last name: ____________________

	9. What is the vessel owner’s address?
	Address line 1: ____________________
Address line 2 (optional): ____________________
Town or city: ____________________
County: ____________________
Postcode: ____________________

	10. What is the vessel owner’s email address?
	________________________________________

	11. What is the vessel owner’s mobile phone number?
	________________________________________

	12. Is the vessel owner over 18 years old?
	☐ YES    ☐ NO

	13. Please select which category applies to you.
	☐ Charter – Owner
☐ Charter – Master
☐ Private – Owner
☐ Private – Master

	14. The owner may appoint a nominee to receive a Permit or any notice in relation to a Permit on the owner’s behalf provided the nominee is either:
(a)an individual resident in the United Kingdom, or
(b)a body incorporated in, and which has a place of business in, the United Kingdom. 
	An appointment must be made in writing and submitted with the application.
Attached ☐


Section 3: Other Information
May be considered in selection of applications.
	Question
	Applicant response

	15. Have you previously participated in the Northern Ireland Catch and Release Tagging Programme (CHART)?
	☐ YES    ☐ NO

	16. If yes, please provide details, including years of participation, location and training undertaken:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________


	17. Have you previously participated in any other Northern Ireland catch-and-release conservation programme(s)?
	☐ YES    ☐ NO

	18. If yes, please provide details of the programme, dates of participation and any relevant training. Supporting evidence may be requested:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

	19. Proposed fishing gear: Please provide specific details on the fishing gear you propose to use.
	

	20. Projected pattern of fishing trips: Please provide specific details on your projected pattern of fishing trips (including location and duration).
	

	21. Area to be targeted: Please provide specific details on the area you will be targeting (ICES rectangle) and what method of location plotting is used on the vessel to be licensed.
	

	22. Please provide details of the Fishing techniques to be employed from the vessel.
	

	23. Please provide details of the system to be used to measure and record length of fish.
	

	24. Please provide detail of the Risk assessments including operating procedures to protect navigational safety, the conservation or welfare of sea fish, mammals, birds, the marine environment or ecosystem.
	


Section 4: Mandatory BFT training and supporting evidence
If you receive a conditional offer, you will be asked to complete the mandatory BFT training accredited by Angling Trust. This training must be completed by those that will be onboard and responsible for the vessel’s activity during each BFT CRRF trip.
Training will take place online at a date to be confirmed and in-person training may also be required. You will be required to attend these sessions.
	Question / requirement
	Applicant response / evidence

	25. Please name and provide contact details for those who require training.
	Name: ____________________
Role on Board: ____________________
Contact details: ____________________

Name: ____________________
Role on Board: ____________________
Contact details: _______________

	26. Please detail where you will be operating your BFT trips from, if successful.
	________________________________________
________________________________________




Section 5 Checklist
	Incomplete forms will be returned

	Copy of vessel’s Certificate of Registry issued by the MCA at RSS Cardiff.
	☐ Attached / uploaded

	Small Commercial Vessel Certificate (SCV) — mandatory for charter vessels.
	☐ Attached / uploaded
☐ Not applicable

	Appointee details & sign and return form 
	☐ Attached / uploaded
☐ Not applicable


Important note: There will be a maximum of 10 Permits available for Northern Ireland vessels owners. Where the number of eligible applications exceeds the number of Permits available, DAERA may use information provided in this application, together with information already held by the Department relating to previous participation in CHART, to allocate Permits. Successful applicants may be selected using a random draw where necessary. The application process closes at noon on 15 September 2026.



Section 6: Terms and conditions
By issuing this application process, DAERA is not bound to accept any application, or grant a recreational bluefin tuna fishing Permit to any applicant.
Applicants are responsible for ensuring that they understand the requirements for this application process. If any of the information is unclear, you can email DAERA at fishingvessellicensing@daera-ni.gov.uk 
The Department will respond to all clarifications as quickly as possible but cannot guarantee a minimum response time. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure they raise any queries sufficiently early to allow them to submit their applications by the deadline. If a query is relevant to other applicants, DAERA shares all clarifications with other applicants, as and when necessary. 
Applicants are responsible for ensuring they submit a complete and accurate application and provide all the information requested. Only complete applications will be considered. 
You must submit your application before the application date closes. Applications received after the deadline will not be considered. 
It is your responsibility to check you have submitted all necessary evidence. If DAERA contacts you regarding an incomplete or anomaly within your application it is your responsibility to address the issue within the time requested. Failing to do so will result in your application being rejected.
If you identify that you have failed to submit all evidence in your application, or an applicant needs to make an amendment to an application submitted, the applicant must contact fishingvessellicensing@daera-ni.gov.uk before the expiry of the application deadline.
Applicants can withdraw an application at any time by contacting DAERA at  fishingvessellicensing@daera-ni.gov.uk 
DAERA may also, at its own discretion, change the deadline, and in such circumstances, DAERA will notify all applicants of any change via email.
DAERA reserves the right to amend or withdraw this guidance and the application process at any time. This could include by way of example amending the process for submitting applications or extending the deadline.

Section 7: Declaration
By submitting this application, you agree that the information you provided is to the best of your knowledge, true and accurate. Any personal information included within your application will only be handled for the purpose of processing the application and in year monitoring. You can find out more about DAERA’s standards for requesting and processing personal information in the personal information charter.
DAERA reserves the right to use your details and statement within your application to validate that you have completed the mandatory training for 2026 with the Angling Trust.
The UK is mandated to share information with ICCAT when requested on fishing vessels used for the purposes of the commercial exploitation of bluefin tuna resources, which may be published by ICCAT. This information includes name of vessel, register number ICCAT record number (if applicable), previous vessel names (if applicable), and the skipper’s name and address.
I confirm that:
☐ I am applying for a recreational bluefin tuna Permit as the Vessel Owner/ Master; 
☐ I accept the terms and conditions laid out above; and
☐ I understand that DAERA may contact the vessel owner directly in relation to this application.
☐ I understand that if my application is successful, I “the Owner/ Master” am responsible for ensuring my permitted vessel’s BFT activity is reported to DAERA after each trip and within 24 hours after completing each trip. Information on ‘how to report’ will be supplied to all successful applicants via email prior to the fishery opening.
☐ I understand that if my application is successful, it only relates to the season detailed within the Permit itself.
It is an offence for a person who, for the purpose of obtaining a Permit, provides information which the person knows to be false in a material respect or recklessly provides information which is false in a material respect.
I confirm I accept the terms and conditions set out above
SIGNATURE		_____________________________________
NAME			_____________________________________
DATE:			_____________________________________
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