


 

1 How often is the Hydro 
inspected to ensure mesh 
screens are in place to 
protect fish migrating 
downstream? 

All hydroelectric sites within the DAERA area 
are subject to annual inspections to assess 
compliance with the Fisheries Act (Northern 
Ireland) 1966 and adherence to any applicable 
exemptions issued under sections 58 or 59 of 
that Act. Additional inspections, including follow-
up inspections, may also be undertaken where 
required. 
 

2 How often is the Hydro 
inspected to ensure the 
electrodes are in place and 
working to stop migrating 
fish from entering the mill 
race for fish migrating 
upstream? 
 

The inspection arrangements outlined in 
response to Question 1 also apply. Where an 
electric barrier forms part of the conditions 
applicable to a site, it is included within the 
inspection arrangements for that site. 
 

3 What records are kept for 
these inspections 
 

The Department holds records relating to site 
inspections. However, the information held in 
relation to the site concerned is being withheld 
under Regulation 12(5)(b) of the Environmental 
Information Regulations 2004 for the reasons 
set out below. 
 

4 When was the last recorded 
dates of inspection 
 

The date of the most recent recorded inspection 
is being withheld under Regulation 12(5)(b) of 
the Environmental Information Regulations 
2004 for the reasons set out below. 
 

5 What penalties can you 
impose for screens not 
being in place or to the 
correct standard, or 
electrodes not working or 
not being fit for purpose 

Where legislation has been breached or an 
offence has been detected, the Department has 
a range of options available to secure 
compliance. The action taken will depend on the 
circumstances and seriousness of the breach 
and may include the issue of a warning letter, 
an adult caution or referral for prosecution. 
 

 
The Department has decided not to disclose the information requested under 
Questions 3 and 4, as disclosure would adversely affect its ability to conduct an 
ongoing inquiry and any subsequent enforcement proceedings. Regulation 12(5)(b) 
of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 therefore applies. 
 
If you require any clarification, believe that any part of your request has been 
overlooked, misunderstood or misinterpreted, please contact me in the first instance 
to see if it is a matter that can be resolved.  
 







