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Dear  
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
With reference to your request for information received by the Department on 13 
August 2026, regarding the enforcement of Deprivation Orders regarding cattle in 
Northern Ireland over the past 5 years. 

I can confirm that the Department has completed its searches and holds information 
within the scope of your request. The answers provided below relate to cattle present 
on site at the time a deprivation order was enacted.  

How many farm deprivation orders have been granted following convictions in 
Northern Ireland over the past 5 years? 
Since 1 January 2021, five deprivation orders have been granted under the Welfare 
of Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 2011. All of these orders provided for the 
deprivation of ownership of cattle.  
 
How many of these deprivation orders were due to convictions related to 
animal welfare offences? 
Five. 
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