


 

 

In 2025, 1,768,644 cattle were tested for bTB using the skin test. The number of animal tests 
carried out was 3,470,055 as many animals were tested more than once. There were also 
19,859 IFN-g blood tests carried out for the purpose of increasing the early detection of 
diseased animals in infected herds, and 107 for investigation purposes.  
From January- July 2026 1,374,220 cattle were skin tested, and the number of animal tests 
carried out was 2,026,259. During this period 14,088 IFN-g tests were done for the early 
detection of disease, and 39 for investigation purposes. 
 
DAERA do not have a testing or control programme in place for non-bovine animals. Most tests 
of non-bovines are carried out privately by Private Veterinary Practitioners. Permission from 
DAERA is required before arranging private testing and as bTB is a notifiable disease, it is 
mandatory to report positive animals.  
In 2025, 15 llamas and 51 alpacas were tested.  
In 2026 to the end of July, 6 llamas, 13 pigs and 8 deer were tested as part of a multi-species 
outbreak.  
 
Since mid-July 2026, badgers are being captured and tested as part of a research project in a 
Regionalisation Area set up with the aim of trialling additional measures for the control of bTB. 
The data for this work will be published later.  
  
DAERA also collect badger carcasses reported dead due to traffic accidents (RTA badgers). 
These carcasses are submitted to the laboratory for postmortem. In 2025, there were 330 RTA 
badger carcasses tested for bTB, and of these 75 were confirmed positive for bTB. From 
January to May 2026 (provisional data) 188 RTA badger carcasses have been submitted, and 
available results to date have confirmed bTB in 14 of these but this data is incomplete as testing 
has not been completed on all these badgers. 
 
    

 2.  How many of these animals tested positive for TB and were moved to slaughter? 
Please also provide this breakdown by type of animal. 
 
All cattle that test positive to the CITT and IFN-g testing are subject to compulsory removal.  
Animals that are positive to both IFN-g and skin testing are included in the skin test data. 
Occasionally animals may die on farm before removal or are euthanised on farm if they are not 
fit to travel to slaughter for welfare reasons and therefore no slaughter data will be available 
for these. Provisional figures indicate that there are 411 of these animals in the time scale for 
which you have requested information. 
 
In 2025 there were 18,892 skin test positive animals.  
From January to July 2026 there were 10,989 skin test positive animals. 
 
In 2025 1379 IFN-g positive but skin test negative animals were detected and removed based 
on IFN-g results alone.  
From January-July 26, there were 959 IFN-g positive/skin negative animals disclosed.   
 
For non- bovines, in 2025 there was one llama positive to testing for bTB.  
In 2026 to date there were 4 positive llamas and 3 positive pigs.  
These animals were tested as part of a multi-species outbreak. Pigs, deer and surviving llamas 
were euthanised on farm, and no postmortems were carried out. 
 



 

 

 
3. Of the animals moved to slaughter, how many were subsequently revealed to be TB 
negative after slaughter. 

 
It is not clear from the request if the information requested relates to the number of animals 
truly infected or not infected following a positive response to a test, or to the number of animals 
that displayed or failed to display bTB like lesions at the time of slaughter following a positive 
response to a test. The answer to both possible requests is laid out below.  
 

1. The number of animals truly infected/not infected with bTB following a positive response 
to an official test: 
 
For the purpose of predicting test positive animals as being truly infected with bTB, 
reference must be made to the respective specificity of the CITT skin test and the IFN-
g blood test. 
 
Further information on this can be found on the following link: https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/articles/tb-skin-test   
 
The extract below explains further: 
 
Specificity is the ability of a test to correctly identify an animal that is free from infection 
as negative, i.e., the higher the specificity, the lower the probability of classifying an 
uninfected animal as infected (a false positive result).  
 
The skin test has an excellent test specificity of 99.98%. This means that it is very rare 
that a non-infected animal will be wrongly classified as diseased. 
 
The IFN-g test has a higher sensitivity (it will miss fewer TB-infected animals) but lower 
specificity (it may wrongly classify more non-infected animals as diseased) compared to 
the skin test. Due to the lower specificity, this test is currently only used in selected TB 
breakdown herds in NI as it has a lower specificity compared to the skin test.  
 
The specificity of the skin test means that the probability of a false positive test is 
approximately 1 in 5000 tested cattle. The IFN-g test with a lower specificity (96.5%) will 
have a higher false positive rate of 3-4 animals per 100 tested.  
 

2. The number of animals that displayed visible TB like lesions at time of slaughter 
following a positive response to an official test: 
 
Should your question relate to the disclosure or not of ‘visible bTB lesions’ at time of 
slaughter, these are not considered a standard of disease confirmation following a 
positive test, but rather an indicator of disease progression as the progression to ‘visible 
bTB lesions’ may take months or years to develop. Some animals that do not have 
visible lesions may later be confirmed by laboratory testing on carcass samples 
submitted for histopathological examination but very few non-visibly lesioned (NVL) 
animals have samples submitted for further investigation.  
 

More information on TB reactor postmortem findings at slaughter can be found on the DAERA 
TB Portal:  https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/diagnosing-bovine-tb#toc-12 







