


 

 

Interferon gamma (IFN-g) blood test is used in addition to the skin test as it will disclose 
additional infected animals that may have not been detected by the skin test.  
 
Tuberculosis statistics for Northern Ireland from 2007-2026 can be found at  
Tuberculosis Statistics in Northern Ireland 2007-2026 | Department of Agriculture, Environment and 

Rural Affairs 
 
The number of herds that have had at least one skin test within the time period specified can 
be found on the tab entitled ‘Testing herds’ and is given by DVO and as a Northern Ireland 
total.  

2. The number of cattle which tested positive for bovine TB (reactors), broken down 
by month. 

The number of skin test reactors per month in each DVO, and as a Northern Ireland total can 
be found on the aforementioned TB statistics link at the tab ‘Reactor Animals’.  
 
The number of IFN-g test reactors per month in each DVO, and as a Northern Ireland total 
can be found on the TB statistics link at the tab ‘IFNg Reactors’. 
 

3. number of cattle removed as a result of bovine TB testing, broken down by 
month 

  
Animals subject to removal as a result of bovine TB testing include animals positive to the 
skin test, animals removed on the basis of a positive IFN-g test alone (animals that are positive 
to both the skin and IFN-g test are removed as skin test reactors) and animals that are subject 
to removal as Negative in Contact (NIC) animals considered to be at high risk of disease even 
though they have tested negative.  
 
The skin test positive animals, IFN-g only positive animals, NIC animals and the Northern 
Ireland total of cattle removed are shown below.  Some animals may die on farm before 
removal or require euthanasia on farm if they are not considered fit to transport to slaughter 
for welfare reasons.    
 

2021 Skin Reactors IFN-g NIC 

Enniskillen  1949 176 120 

NI Total - 16733 14359 1563 811 

  
 

2022 Skin Reactors IFN-g NIC 

Enniskillen  2831 211 66 

NI Total - 20519 17370 2185 964 

 
 
 











