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1. Introduction 

1.1 Terms of reference 

AtkinsRéalis have been commissioned by Northern Ireland Water to carry out a Habitats Regulation Assessment 

(HRA) Stage 1 Screening for the construction of a new pipe and associated outfall to convey surface water drainage 

from a residential development on Parkgate Avenue, Belfast, to the Connswater river. The new pipeline will be 

adjacent to the residential development, to the north of Mersey Street, and intersects Sydenham Greenway. See 

Appendix A for the proposed design.  

The sections in this report are as follows: 

▪ Section 2 outlines the methodology used for this HRA screening; 

▪ Section 3-5 contains the HRA Screening Matrices; 

▪ Section 6 outlines the proposed works and potential effects; 

▪ Section 7 provides the conclusions of the HRA screening; and 

▪ Associated appendices. 

1.2 Background to the Habitat Regulation 
Assessment 

In Northern Ireland, the European Habitats Directive (Directive 92/42/EEC) has been transposed into national 

legislation through the Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1995 (as amended) 

(refereed to hereafter as the Habitats Regulations). Under this legislation, assessment is required to meet the 

requirements of Article 6.3 of the Directive for Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) of a plan or project. Such an 

assessment is required where a plan or project under consideration could have a significant effect on a Natura 2000 

(N2K) sites. N2K sites are those identified as sites of community importance designated under the Habitats 

Directive (Special Area of Conservation (SACs)) or the Birds Directive (Special Protection Area (SPAs)). According 

to Planning Policy Statement 2: Planning and Nature Conservation (PPS2), in such assessments, consideration is 

also given to sites designated as Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar sites) and Sites of Community 

Importance (candidate SACs). Collectively, within this report, these are referred to as ‘International Sites’. 

The stages of the HRA process are: 

▪ Stage 1 – Screening: To test whether a plan or project either alone or in combination with other plans and 

projects is likely to have a significant effect on an International Site; 

▪ Stage 2 – Appropriate Assessment: To determine whether, in view of an International Site’s conservation 

objectives, the project or plan (either alone or in combination with other projects and plans) would have an 

adverse effect (or risk of this) on the integrity of the site with respect to the conservation objectives. If adverse 

impacts are anticipated, potential mitigation measures to alleviate impacts should be proposed and assessed; 

▪ Stage 3 – Assessment of alternative solutions: Where a project or plan is assessed as having an adverse 

impact (or risk of this) on the integrity of an International Site, there should be an examination of alternatives 

(e.g. alternative locations and designs of development); and, 

▪ Stage 4 – Assessment where no alternative solutions remain and where adverse impacts remain: In exceptional 

circumstance (e.g. where there are imperative reasons of overriding public interest), compensatory measures 

should be put in place to offset negative impacts. 
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This report comprises Stage 1  –  Screeni g Assessme t f t e project

A H A mu t e complet d y t e Compete t Authori y ( n th s ca e I Water . Th s repo t compris s t e 

informati n requir d y I Wate , s Compete t Authorit , o determi e wheth r t e propos d schem , eith r alone

r n combinati n wi h oth r pla s a d project , s like y o ha e a significa t effe t n the e Internation l Sites.

Th s H A s bei g carri d o t d e o t e proximi y a d connecti n o t e Internation l Site . t s consider d th t the

natu e f t e propos d sche e h s t e potenti l o negative y affe t t e identifi d Internation l Site , duri g t e 

constructi n a d operati n phas . t s importa t o no e th t duri g t e operation l pha e the e wi l e a dischar e 

f surfa e wat r on y fr m t e propos d culvert.

1.3  Descript on of he project

he sc pe or he proj ct is he construct on o  a surf ce wa er se er or a  new  reside tial developm nt  on 

Pa kgate A enue, Belfast  Thes  wor s will ncl de the exca ation, lay ng and reinst te ent of 15m o  160mm 

d amet r uPVC utfall pipe  con tr cte  on t e r ve  bed a  Conn'  Wate , orth o  Merse  Street Br dge. It will 

d sch rge .9 /s. The roposed outf ll p pe will inclu e 00mm of oncrete urr und for pr tec ion and an hor ng. 

The roposed eadw ll w ll be a precast oncrete st uct re. he p pe will be i stalled ben ath the xis ing C A 

pil d fl od wall between djacen  pi es; t e fl od w ll will be re nstated to

xisting c nd tion if damaged

1.3 1  Is the proposal directly onnected with  o  n ces ary to the 
ma age ent f t e site for c ns rva ion of the N2K f atu es?

No. T e pro ose  w rks a e n order to facilit te su face wat r dr inage from a  ne  residential evelopme t  at 

Pa kgate Av e, Belfast.  
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2. Methodology 

2.1 Determination of the International Sites included 
in the HRA 

An initial review of the proposed works, in light of the Habitat Regulations has been undertaken as part of the HRA 

process. This initial review looked at the geographic extent or zone of influence of any impacts which could arise as 

a result of the works. In order to ensure that all potential impacts on International Sites were captured, such sites 

within 10km of the Scheme were identified.  

The distance / geographical relationship between the Scheme and International Sites is as follows: 

There are three International Sites within 10km of the Scheme: 

▪ Belfast Lough Ramsar (UK12002) - approximately 2.7km north and hydrologically connected; 

▪ Belfast Lough SPA (UK9020101) - approximately 2.7km north and hydrologically connected; and 

▪ Belfast Lough Open Water SPA (UK9020290) - approximately 3.5km north and hydrologically connected. 

 

See Figure 2-1 for the location of these sites.  
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Figure 2-1 –International Sites within 10km 
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2.2 Obtaining information on the International Sites 
with the potential to be affected 

Gathering the information on the International Sites to be included in the HRA involved a desk based review of the 

Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) data sheets1, Northern Ireland Environmental Agency (NIEA) Natural 

Environment Map Viewer2 as well as a review of information available on the DAERA website3. 

2.3 Assessing the impacts of the proposed scheme 

The assessment of likely significant effects is based on the conservation objectives of the International Site. If any 

plan or project causes the qualifying features of an International Site to fall into unfavourable condition, they can be 

considered to have had significant adverse effect upon the International Site. 

Plans or projects can adversely affect an International Site by: 

▪ Causing delays in progress towards achieving the conservation objectives of the site; 

▪ Interrupting progress towards achieving the conservation objectives of the site; 

▪ Disrupting those factors that help to maintain the favourable conditions of the site; and/or 

▪ Interfering with the balance, distribution and density of key species that are the indicators of the favourable 

condition of the site. 

2.3.1 Stage 1 Screening 

Stage 1 (Screening) of this HRA comprises the following components: 

▪ Information on the reasons for designation, the conservation objectives and the sensitivities of the International 

Sites; 

▪ Identifying the elements of the scheme that could give rise to impacts on the International Sites, or result in 

changes to the sites; 

▪ Information on other projects and plans in the area that could give rise to cumulative effects – information about 

any other plan or project that had also undergone assessment under the Habitat Regulations for potential 

impacts on the same International Sites is requested. Whereupon receiving this information, an assessment of 

likely in-combination effects is made by virtue of distance, timing, severity etc.; and 

▪ Determines whether the proposed works will lead to likely significant effects on the International Sites, either 

alone or in combination with other plans or projects. 

 

1 https://jncc.gov.uk/ 
2 https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/services/natural-environment-map-viewer 
3 https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/topics/protected-areas 
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3. Belfast Lough Ramsar (UK12002) 

Site Designation Status Belfast Lough Ramsar (UK12002)4 

Location of Site Belfast Lough is a large intertidal sea lough situated at the mouth of the River 

Lagan on the east coast of Northern Ireland. 

Geographic coordinates: 

54 38 00 N 05 54 00 W 

Brief description The inner part of the lough comprises areas of intertidal foreshore, comprising of 

mudflats and lagoons, and land, both land-claimed and being land-claimed, which 

form important feeding/roosting sites for significant numbers of wintering waders 

and wildfowl. The outer lough is restricted to mainly rocky shores with some small 

sandy bays and beach-head saltmarsh. 

Qualifying features and 

conservation objectives 

The qualifying features of the site: 

Ramsar criterion 6 – species/populations occurring at levels of international  

importance. 

Qualifying Species/populations (as identified at designation):  

▪ Species with peak counts in spring/autumn:  

 Common redshank, Tringa totanus tetanus - 1897 individuals, representing 

an average of 1.4% of the population (5 year peak mean 1998/9-2002/3) 

Species/populations identified subsequent to designation for possible future 

consideration under criterion 6.  

▪ Species with peak counts in spring/autumn: 

 Black-tailed godwit , Limosa limosa islandica, Iceland/W Europe - 521 

individuals, representing an average of 1.4% of the population (5 year 

peak mean 1998/9 2002/3) 

Conservation Objectives: 

Ramsar sites do not have conservation objectives therefore the objectives for the 

Belfast SPA have been referenced: 

▪ To maintain each feature in favourable condition. 

 

Further detail on component objectives are included in Appendix B. 

Sensitivities of the Site No factors reported. 

Describe the individual 

elements if the project is 

likely to give rise to 

impacts on the Site 

The overall conservation objective for the site is to maintain each feature in 

favourable condition.  

The following elements have been considered and are discussed in detail below: 

During proposed Construction works 

 Disturbance to habitat 

There will be no operational impacts and no decommissioning is proposed. 

Describe any likely direct, 

indirect or secondary 

impacts of the Project on 

Size and scale 

The size and scale of the project does not give rise to impacts on the Ramsar. 

 

4  https://jncc.gov.uk/jncc-assets/RIS/UK12002.pdf  
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the International Site by 

virtue of: 

▪ Size and scale; 

▪ Land take; 

▪ Resource 

requirements; 

▪ Emissions (disposal 

to land, water or air); 

▪ Excavation 

requirements; and  

▪ Duration of 

construction, 

operation, 

decommissioning etc. 

Land take 

No land-take or disturbance is required within the International Site.  

Resource requirements 

No resources required. 

Emissions 

During the proposed construction, there is potential for an increase in localised 

suspended sediments for short intermittent durations. Plant exhaust emissions will 

also likely be observed. 

Excavation 

No excavations will be undertaken within the International Site. 

Duration 

It is not considered that the Scheme will have any impact on qualifying features of 

the Ramsar. 

Describe any likely 

changes to the 

International Site arising 

as a result of: 

▪ Reduction of habitat 

area; 

▪ Disturbance to key 

species; 

▪ Habitat or species 

fragmentation; 

▪ Reduction in species 

density; 

▪ Changes in key 

indicators of 

conservation value 

(e.g. water quality); 

and 

▪ Climate Change. 

Reduction of habitat area 

There will be no land take or loss of habitat within the Ramsar.  

Disturbance to key species 

There will be no disturbance to key species within the Ramsar due to the very 

localised nature of the work.  

Habitat or species fragmentation 

It is not predicted to cause any habitat or species fragmentation with respect to the 

Ramsar.  

Reduction in species density 

A reduction in density of the qualifying species is not anticipated as a result of the 

proposed works, due to distance and very localised nature of works in an area 

already disturbed by road and residential development. 

Changes in key indicators of conservation value 

No likely significant effects for water quality due to very localised nature of the 

works and its proximity to the site.  

Climate change 

The Scheme may produce very localised emissions during construction, though 

these will be negligible in relation to a changing climate. The Scheme is intended 

to allow for more effective site drainage. 

 

4. Belfast Lough SPA (UK9020101) 

Site Designation Status Belfast Lough SPA (UK9020101)5 

Location of site Belfast Lough is a large intertidal sea lough situated at the mouth of the River 

Lagan on the east coast of Northern Ireland.  

Geographic coordinates: 

54 38 00 N 05 54 00 W 

 

5 Belfast Lough SPA citation documents and map 
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Brief description The inner part of the lough comprises a series of mudflats, shell dominated banks 

and artificial lagoons. The outer lough is mainly rocky shores with a number of 

sandy bays on the southern shore with more extensive mixed sediment intertidal 

areas on the northern side. 

The Special Protection Area boundary is entirely coincident with that of the Belfast 

Lough Ramsar Site.  

The principal interests are the breeding colony of Common and Arctic Tern and the 

wintering populations of Redshanks, Bar-tailed Godwit and Black-tailed Godwit. 

Qualifying features and 

Conservation Objectives 

The qualifying features of the site: 

The site qualifies under Article 4.1 of the Directive (2009/147/EC) by regularly 

supporting internationally important populations of the following species: 

▪ Common Tern, Sterna Hirundo 

 243 pairs Breeding 

 5 year mean (2010 - 2014) 

 5.8 % of the all Ireland population 

▪ Arctic Tern, Sterna paradisaea 

 53 pairs Breeding 

 5 year mean (2010 - 2014) 

 1.5% of the all Ireland population 

▪ Bar-tailed Godwit, Limosa lapponica 

 192 individuals Non-breeding 

 5 year mean (2010/11 2014/15) 

 1.2% of the all Ireland population 

The site also qualifies under Article 4.2 of the Directive (2009/147lEC) by regularly 

supporting internationally important populations of the following species: 

▪ Redshank Tringa tetanus 

 2466 individuals Wintering 

 5 year mean (1991/92 1995/96) 

 1.6% of the international biogeographical population 

▪ Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 

 1328 individuals Non-breeding 

 5 year mean (2010/11 2014/15) 

 2.2% of the international biogeographical population.  

 9.6% of the all Ireland population. 

 

The Conservation Objective for this site is:6 

To maintain each feature in favourable condition. 

 

Further detail on component objectives are included in Appendix B. 

Sensitivities of the site The most important impacts and activities with high negative effects on the site7: 

 

6 Belfast Lough SPA conservation objectives 2015 
7 UK9020101.pdf 
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▪ Marine water pollution (H03) 

▪ Changes in biotic conditions (M02) 

▪ Changes in abiotic conditions (M01) 

▪ Shipping lanes, ports, marine constructions (D03) 

Describe the individual 

elements of the project 

likely to give rise to 

impacts on the site 

The overall conservation objective for the site is to maintain each feature in 

favourable condition.  

The following elements have been considered and are discussed in detail below: 

During proposed Construction works 
 Disturbance to habitat 

There will be no operational impacts and no decommissioning is proposed. 

Describe any likely direct, 

indirect or secondary 

impacts of the Project on 

the International Site by 

virtue of: 

▪ Size and scale; 

▪ Land take; 

▪ Resource 

requirements; 

▪ Emissions (disposal 

to land, water or air); 

▪ Excavation 

requirements; and  

▪ Duration of 

construction, 

operation, 

decommissioning etc. 

Size and scale 

The size and scale of the project does not give rise to impacts on the SPA. 

Land take 

No land-take or disturbance is required within the International Site.  

Resource requirements 

No resources required. 

Emissions 

During the proposed construction, there is potential for increase in localised 

suspended sediments for short intermittent durations. Plant exhaust emissions will 

also likely be observed.  

Excavation 

No excavations will be undertaken within the International Site. 

Duration 

It is not considered that the Scheme will have any impact on qualifying features of 

the SPA. 

Describe any likely 

changes to the 

International Site arising 

as a result of: 

▪ Reduction of habitat 

area; 

▪ Disturbance to key 

species; 

▪ Habitat or species 

fragmentation; 

▪ Reduction in species 

density; 

▪ Changes in key 

indicators of 

conservation value 

(e.g. water quality); 

and 

▪ Climate Change. 

Reduction of habitat area 

There will be no land take or loss of habitat within the SPA.  

Disturbance to key species 

There will be no disturbance to key species within the SPA due to the very 

localised nature of the work.  

Habitat or species fragmentation 

It is not predicted to cause any habitat or species fragmentation with respect to the 

Ramsar.  

Reduction in species density 

A reduction in density of the qualifying species is not anticipated as a result of the 

proposed works, due to distance and very localised nature of works in an area 

already disturbed by road and residential development. 

Changes in key indicators of conservation value 

No likely significant effects for water quality due to very localised nature of the 

works and its proximity to the site.  

Climate change 

The Scheme may produce very localised emissions during construction, though 

these will be negligible in relation to a changing climate. The Scheme is intended 

to allow for more effective site drainage. 
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5. Belfast Lough Open Water SPA 
(UK9020290) 

Site Designation Status Belfast Lough Open Water SPA (UK9020290)8 

Location of site Belfast Lough is a large intertidal sea lough situated at the mouth of the River Lagan 

on the east coast of Northern Ireland. The inner part of the lough comprises a series 

of mudflats and lagoons. The outer lough is restricted to mainly rocky shores with 

some small sandy bays. 

Geographic coordinates: 

05° 49' 00" W 54° 41' 00" N 

Brief description The Belfast Lough open water area comprises the marine area below the mean low 

water mark. Seawards it extends to a notional boundary between the eastern limits 

on the north and south shores of the Outer Belfast Lough Area of Special Scientific 

Interest at Kilroot and Horse Rock respectively. The boundary towards the head of 

the lough is a notional line between Greencastle on northern shore and Holywood 

Bank on the southern shore.  

Water depths within the site are generally between 1m and 10m. Shallow waters, 

less than 5m in depth, dominate the area with deeper waters confined to the central 

area of the lough, east of a line between Greenisland and Cultra. 

Qualifying features and 

Conservation 

Objectives 

The qualifying features of the site: 

The site qualifies under Article 4.2 of the Directive (79/409/EEC) by supporting 

internationally important populations of the following species:  

▪ Great Crested Grebe Podiceps crislatus 

 1677 individuals – wintering 

 5 year peak mean for 1996/97 – 2000/01 

 0.35% NW Europe population 

Non-qualifying species of interest 

In addition, the site supports nationally important numbers of (all data are 5 year 

averages of individuals for period 1996/97 -2000/01) Cormorant Phalacrocorax 

carbo (407, 8.7 % of the Irish wintering population), Shelduck Tadorna tadorna (405, 

5.8%), Scaup Aythya marila (233, 7.8%), Eider Somateria mollissima (1116, 55.8%), 

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula (287, 14.4%) and Red-breasted Merganser Mergus 

serrato (170, 8.5%). 

The Conservation Objectives for this site are: 

To maintain each feature in favourable condition. 

 

Further detail on component objectives are included in Appendix B. 

Sensitivities of the site The most important impacts and activities with high negative effects on the site9: 

▪ Marine water pollution (H03) 

▪ Changes in abiotic conditions (M01) 

▪ Shipping lanes, ports, marine constructions (D03) 

 

8 Belfast Lough Open Water SPA Citation document and map.pdf 
9 UK9020101.pdf 
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Describe the individual 

elements of the project 

likely to give rise to 

impacts on the site 

The overall conservation objective for the site is to maintain each feature in 

favourable condition.  

The following elements have been considered and are discussed in detail below: 

During proposed Construction works 
 Disturbance to habitat 

There will be no operational impacts and no decommissioning is proposed. 

Describe any likely 

direct, indirect or 

secondary impacts of 

the Project on the 

International Site by 

virtue of: 

▪ Size and scale; 

▪ Land take; 

▪ Resource 

requirements; 

▪ Emissions (disposal 

to land, water or air); 

▪ Excavation 

requirements; and  

▪ Duration of 

construction, 

operation, 

decommissioning 

etc. 

Size and scale 

The size and scale of the project does not give rise to impacts on the SPA. 

Land take 

No land-take or disturbance is required within the International Site.  

Resource requirements 

No resources required. 

Emissions 

During the proposed construction, there is potential for increase in localised 

suspended sediments for short intermittent durations. Plant exhaust emissions will 

also likely be observed.  

Excavation 

No excavations will be undertaken within the International Site. 

Duration 

It is not considered that the Scheme will have any impact on qualifying features of 

the SPA. 

Describe any likely 

changes to the 

International Site arising 

as a result of: 

▪ Reduction of habitat 

area; 

▪ Disturbance to key 

species; 

▪ Habitat or species 

fragmentation; 

▪ Reduction in 

species density; 

▪ Changes in key 

indicators of 

conservation value 

(e.g. water quality); 

and 

▪ Climate Change. 

Reduction of habitat area 

There will be no land take or loss of habitat within the SPA.  

Disturbance to key species 

There will be no disturbance to key species within the SPA due to the very localised 

nature of the work.  

Habitat or species fragmentation 

It is not predicted to cause any habitat or species fragmentation with respect to the 

Ramsar.  

Reduction in species density 

A reduction in density of the qualifying species is not anticipated as a result of the 

proposed works, due to distance and very localised nature of works in an area 

already disturbed by road and residential development. 

Changes in key indicators of conservation value 

No likely significant effects for water quality due to very localised nature of the works 

and its proximity to the site.  

Climate change 

The Scheme may produce very localised emissions during construction, though 

these will be negligible in relation to a changing climate. The Scheme is intended to 

allow for more effective site drainage. 
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6. Details of the proposed works 

Describe the individual elements of the project (either alone or in combination with other 
plans or projects) likely to give rise to impacts on the Natura 2000 site. 

The methodology of the proposed scheme comprises of: 

▪ Protection of pedestrians. 

▪ Installation of PVC Pipe 

▪ Installation of Precast Headwall 

Plant and equipment are expected to include: 

▪ 13 T Excavator 

▪ 8 Wheel lorries/ Concrete lorries  

▪ Traffic Control / Signs & Barriers 

▪ Concrete pump 

▪ Heras fencing 

▪ Floating silt screen 

The methodology sets out the details of sequence/methods of work: 

▪ Site Induction/Training 

 All employees involved with works provided with an induction/tool box talk. Made aware of potential hazards 

and risks associated with operations, such as pollution prevention 

 Health Declaration completed by all operatives on site. 

 Site Supervisors shall ensure that all delivery drivers are issued with Driver Site Induction.  

▪ Site Access & Parking Arrangements: 

 Access/egress to work area controlled by Heras fencing placed around perimeter area. 

 Closed Gate Policy in operation to ensure safety of public. 

 Parking in designated car park area only. 

▪ Mobilisation / Traffic Management 

 Traffic Management set up in accordance with TMP  

▪ Environmental Considerations 

 All plant used on site is well maintained with noise and exhaust levels kept to specified limits. 

 During rest periods all machinery is turned off to stop emissions and save fuel. 

 When possible, materials will be recycled. 

 All fuel is stored in appropriate containers. All other containers of potential sources of contamination to be 

stored in a suitable bunded area 

 The bowser used to fuel the machines is bunded. 

 Machines to be fuelled and maintenance checks to be carried out in a specified area 

 Suitable emergency spill kits to be on hand near all potential sources of contamination 

 Any concrete delivery lorries shall wash out into a designated skip which shall be disposed of in accordance 

with the contractors Environmental Policy. 

 Wastes on site are controlled and appropriate disposal methods are employed. 

 No burning of waste on site. 

 Environmental Monthly Site Check List is completed and returned to the contractors Environmental Policy 

Manager. 
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 All operatives are informed of the dangers associated with Leptospirosis and encouraged to wash their 

hands prior to eating. 

 Sites will periodically be audited by both internal and external officers to ensure that the contractors 

Environmental Policy is being upheld. 

▪ Site Protection along works 

 Access/egress to work area controlled by Heras fencing placed around perimeter. 

 Perimeter of work area secured and signs posted warning all personnel and public of dangers.  

 Earth-moving equipment segregated from construction workers where possible.  

▪ Construction and installation PVC Pipe 

▪ Working in water 

 Permit to work system in place, permit in place before any works to be carried out. 

 No operative is to work in water alone, banksman must be present at all time. 

 Operatives to wear waist high waders and life vests at all times. 

▪ Excavator working in water 

 Permit to work in water issued before works. 

 Bio Diesel will be used as a greener alternative to White Diesel and a Boi Hydraulic Oil will be used instead 

of the standard Hydraulic Oil. A 4.5m Sheet of white terram will be rolled out on the beach. All equipment 

will be tracked onto terram and left for a several hours to check for any leaks. If leaks appear the equipment 

will be taken off site to be repaired. This process will be repeated until we are confident that there are no 

leaks. 

 All machinery will be tracked to compound at end of shift so that they will not be in the water for long 

periods of time. 

▪ Storage of Materials 

 All deliveries inspected by authorised persons and offloaded during off peak times within compound area. 

Describe any potential effects on the Natura 2000 site(s) as a whole in terms of: 
interference with the key relationships that define the structure or function of the site(s). 

As detailed in Section 2 there will be no direct impact on any of the above noted designated areas or any of the 

feature interests. All proposed work activities associated with undertaking the construction works will take place 

outside the boundary of the designated areas. Therefore there will be no reduction / loss of habitat in the designated 

areas or other ‘on-site’ factors that may lead to a decline in habitat or species numbers. There will also be no habitat 

or species fragmentation or reduction in species density in these areas. It is also anticipated that there will be no 

changes in key indicators of conservation value and the proposed work activities will not increase the vulnerability of 

the sites. 

It is noted that potential effects from works upstream of Belfast Lough Ramsar Site and SPA and Belfast Lough 

Open Water SPA cannot be ruled out, however any disturbance to and effects on the designated sites are 

anticipated to be minor. Due to the distance, nature of the area surrounding the site and the nature of the feature 

interests at the designated sites, it is considered that the potential impact on the feature interests of the SACs and 

Ramsar site are not likely to be impacted by any potential pollution incident or any disturbance. 

No mitigation measures are identified as being required to protect the International sites, though an Outline 

Construction Environmental Management Plan has been produced and includes mitigation measures to ensure 

protection of water quality in the immediate vicinity of the works, for example, while the precise location of the site 

compound is not known at present, it will be a requirement of the oCEMP that this will be as far as possible from 

any watercourse, or pollution pathway. The oCEMP will be adopted by the contractor and updated as detailed 

design emerges ahead of construction. Additionally, it is the intention that a series of Method Statements and 

associated procedures will be enacted by the appointed contractor to address any potential issues such as a 
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pollution incident. These will be based upon appropriate guidelines such as Guidance for Pollution Prevention 

produced by relevant statutory authorities. It is also worth noting that as the scheme is on behalf of NI Water (NIW), 

it will therefore fall under the auspices of the NIW Environmental Management System as a matter of course. 

Therefore, this proposed scheme has a series of mitigation measures which are ‘designed into’ the scheme and 

which are designed to prevent any accidental pollution incidents occurring. As with any construction activity, the risk 

of pollution can never be fully eradicated and as such the Contractor will ensure procedures to follow in the event of 

an incident occurring are fully understood by all concerned on the project. These procedures include informing the 

relevant authorities when applicable, as well as if necessary, dealing with the incident in a prompt, efficient and 

robust manner.  

It will be a requirement of any contract that periodic inspection of the works by NIW officers will take place.  

It is considered therefore that there will be no detrimental impact on the Main Conservation Objective for these 

noted designated sites “To maintain each feature in favourable condition”, or any of their Component Objectives. It 

is considered that the effects on the International sites will be Non-Significant. 

Provide details of any other projects or plans that together with the project or plan being 
assessed could (directly or indirectly) affect the site.   

An examination of the following website https://planningregister.planningsystemni.gov.uk which details planning 

applications in the area has identified a range of Planning Applications in the general area of Parkgate 

Avenue/Mersey Street, Belfast over the last 3 years. None were identified as having particular implications for 

interaction with this proposed scheme and potential effects on designated sites. The following are the most recent 

planning applications in the general area of the proposed scheme: 

Table 6-1 - Planning applications in proximity to the proposed scheme 

Planning Ref. Application 

decision / date 

Details of application Any risk to 

the proposed 

works? 

LA04/2026/0420/DC Condition Not 

Discharged 

22/04/2026 

Discharge Condition 13 of LA04/2022/0118/F - 

Waste Management Plan 

None identified 

LA04/2025/1559/DC Condition Not 

Discharged 

26/02/2026 

Discharge Condition 10 of LA04/2022/0118/F- Tree 

protection. 

None identified 

LA04/2025/0567/NMC Not available 

02/04/2025 

NMC to LA04/2022/0118/F - NIE substation 

incorporated into layout to south of site. Section of 

footpath extended from entrance area to 

wheelchair apartment 2. Door at end of corridor 

changed to automatic opening vent (Samson 

building 'North Gable Elevation'). Secure 

drying area incorporated into area at end of 

Samson building. Minor bin storage area added to 

area at end of Goliath building. 

None identified 

LA04/2022/0118/F 

 

Granted 

07/03/2024 

Erection of 46No.apartment units over three 

storeys, with associated car parking site and 

landscaping works and the alteration of an 

existing vehicular access. (amended plans 

received 21-9-23) 

None identified 
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Is the potential scale or magnitude of any effect likely to be significant? 

Alone? No 

In combination with other plans or projects? No.  

List of Agencies / Organisations consulted: 

No consultation has taken place, as of yet. This HRA is part of an application for a Marine Licence and as such 

consultation will take place during that process. 
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7. Habitats Regulation Assessment 
Summary 
It is considered that the activities required in order to undertake construction of a Surface Water Sewer and 

associated outfall will not have an impact on any of the noted designated sites for the following reasons: 

▪ Construction activities will not be carried out within the boundary of any of the designated sites. Therefore there 
will be no reduction / loss in habitat in the designated areas or other ‘on-site’ factors that may lead to a decline 
in habitat or species numbers. There will also be no habitat or species fragmentation or reduction in species 
density in these areas. It is also anticipated that there will be no changes in key indicators of conservation value 
and the proposed work activities will not increase the vulnerability of the sites; 

▪ The nearest designated site (Belfast Lough Ramsar and SPA) is c.2.7km from the proposed scheme at its 
closest point; 

▪ The proposed scheme is located in the urban area of Belfast and any additional disturbance will be minimal in 
this context; 

▪ Pollution prevention / remediation measures have been ‘built into’ the scheme and there will be a periodic 

inspection by NIW officers; 

▪ There will be no detrimental impact on any Conservation Objective or component objectives of any of the 

designated sites; and 

▪ No other project or plan has been identified that will have a cumulative impact on any of the identified 

International sites in conjunction with this proposed scheme. 

Conclusion: Is the proposal likely to have a significant impact on a Natura 2000 site? 

No.  

Who carried out the assessment? 

 

Associate Director 

AtkinsRéalis Limited 

Consultant for Northern Ireland Water 

Sources of data 

▪ Northern Ireland Environment Agency website http://www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/ and consultation with appropriate 

section within this organisation. 

▪ Planning website https://planningregister.planningsystemni.gov.uk   

▪ Proposed construction methodology information 

Level of assessment completed 

Screening  

Summary of Response 

N/A 



 
 

 

 
AtkinsRéalis - Sensitive / Sensible [FR] 

APPENDICES 
 
 



 

 
 

  

Parkgate Avenue HRA v2.0 
100123331 

1.0 | July 2026 21 

 
AtkinsRéalis - Sensitive / Sensible [FR] 

Appendix A. Proposed Site Design 
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Appendix B. Summary of Conservation 
Objectives 
 

  



 

 
 

  

Parkgate Avenue HRA v2.0 
100123331 

1.0 | July 2026 23 

 
AtkinsRéalis - Sensitive / Sensible [FR] 

Designated 

Site 

Conservation 

Objectives 

Selection 

Feature 

Component Objectives Potential impact identified from activities related to 

proposed scheme?  

Belfast 

Lough 

Ramsar10 

To maintain each 

feature in 

favourable 

condition 

 

(Ramsar sites do 

not have 

conservation 

objectives therefore 

the objectives for 

the Belfast Lough 

SPA have been 

referenced.) 

Common 

redshank, 

Tringa totanus 

tetanus 

To maintain or enhance the 

population of the qualifying 

species 

No impact has been identified resulting from the proposed 

activities as the works are not located within the designated 

area and are within an urban environment. As such, it is not 

anticipated that the proposed scheme will affect the species 

population.  

To maintain or enhance the range 

of habitats utilised by the 

qualifying species  

The range of habitats are not expected to be impacted by the 

proposed scheme. The works are not located within the 

designated area and are within an urban environment. 

To ensure that the integrity of the 

site is maintained 

The proposed scheme will not affect the integrity of the site. 

The works are not located within the designated area and 

are within an urban environment. 

To ensure there is no significant 

disturbance of the species 

No impact has been identified resulting from the proposed 

activities as the works are not located within the designated 

area and are within an urban environment. As such, it is not 

anticipated that the proposed scheme will cause significant 

disturbance to the species. 

To ensure that the following are 

maintained in the long term:  

▪ Population of the species as a 

viable component of the site  

▪ Distribution of the species 

within site  

▪ Distribution and extent of 

habitats supporting the 

species  

The proposed scheme is not expected to impact on 

maintaining the population, their distribution, habitats or 

supporting processes as the works are not located within the 

designated area and are within an urban environment. 

 

10 Belfast Lough Literature.pdf 
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▪ Structure, function and 

supporting processes of 

habitats supporting the 

species 

Black-tailed 

godwit , Limosa 

limosa islandica 

To maintain or enhance the 

population of the qualifying 

species 

No impact has been identified resulting from the proposed 

activities as the works are not located within the designated 

area and are within an urban environment. As such, it is not 

anticipated that the proposed scheme will affect the species 

population.  

To maintain or enhance the range 

of habitats utilised by the 

qualifying species  

The range of habitats are not expected to be impacted by the 

proposed scheme. The works are not located within the 

designated area and are within an urban environment. 

To ensure that the integrity of the 

site is maintained 

The proposed scheme will not affect the integrity of the site. 

The works are not located within the designated area and 

are within an urban environment. 

To ensure there is no significant 

disturbance of the species 

No impact has been identified resulting from the proposed 

activities as the works are not located within the designated 

area and are within an urban environment. As such, it is not 

anticipated that the proposed scheme will cause significant 

disturbance to the species. 

To ensure that the following are 

maintained in the long term:  

▪ Population of the species as a 

viable component of the site  

▪ Distribution of the species 

within site  

▪ Distribution and extent of 

habitats supporting the 

species  

▪ Structure, function and 

supporting processes of 

The proposed scheme is not expected to impact on 

maintaining the population, their distribution, habitats or 

supporting processes as the works are not located within the 

designated area and are within an urban environment. 
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habitats supporting the 

species 

Belfast 

Lough SPA11 

To maintain each 

feature in 

favourable 

condition. 

Redshank 

wintering 

population 

To maintain or enhance the 

population of the qualifying 

species 

No impact has been identified resulting from the proposed 

activities as the works are not located within the designated 

area and are within an urban environment. As such, it is not 

anticipated that the proposed scheme will affect the species 

population.  

To maintain or enhance the range 

of habitats utilised by the 

qualifying species  

The range of habitats are not expected to be impacted by the 

proposed scheme. The works are not located within the 

designated area and are within an urban environment. 

To ensure that the integrity of the 

site is maintained 

The proposed scheme will not affect the integrity of the site. 

The works are not located within the designated area and 

are within an urban environment. 

To ensure there is no significant 

disturbance of the species 

No impact has been identified resulting from the proposed 

activities as the works are not located within the designated 

area and are within an urban environment. As such, it is not 

anticipated that the proposed scheme will cause significant 

disturbance to the species. 

To ensure that the following are 

maintained in the long term:  

▪ Population of the species as a 

viable component of the site  

▪ Distribution of the species 

within site  

▪ Distribution and extent of 

habitats supporting the 

species  

The proposed scheme is not expected to impact on 

maintaining the population, their distribution, habitats or 

supporting processes as the works are not located within the 

designated area and are within an urban environment. 

 

11 Belfast Lough SPA conservation objectives 2015 
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▪ Structure, function and 

supporting processes of 

habitats supporting the 

species 

Great Crested 

Grebe wintering 

population 

To maintain or enhance the 

population of the qualifying 

species 

No impact has been identified resulting from the proposed 

activities as the works are not located within the designated 

area and are within an urban environment. As such, it is not 

anticipated that the proposed scheme will affect the species 

population.  

To maintain or enhance the range 

of habitats utilised by the 

qualifying species  

The range of habitats are not expected to be impacted by the 

proposed scheme. The works are not located within the 

designated area and are within an urban environment. 

To ensure that the integrity of the 

site is maintained 

The proposed scheme will not affect the integrity of the site. 

The works are not located within the designated area and 

are within an urban environment. 

To ensure there is no significant 

disturbance of the species 

No impact has been identified resulting from the proposed 

activities as the works are not located within the designated 

area and are within an urban environment. As such, it is not 

anticipated that the proposed scheme will cause significant 

disturbance to the species. 

To ensure that the following are 

maintained in the long term:  

▪ Population of the species as a 

viable component of the site  

▪ Distribution of the species 

within site  

▪ Distribution and extent of 

habitats supporting the 

species  

▪ Structure, function and 

supporting processes of 

The proposed scheme is not expected to impact on 

maintaining the population, their distribution, habitats or 

supporting processes as the works are not located within the 

designated area and are within an urban environment. 
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habitats supporting the 

species 

Habitat extent To maintain or enhance the area 

of natural and semi-natural 

habitats used or potentially usable 

by Feature bird species (X ha 

intertidal area), subject to natural 

processes 

The proposed scheme is not expected to result in loss of 

habitats as it is not located within the designated area and is 

within an urban environment. 

Maintain the extent of main habitat 

components subject to natural 

processes 

The proposed scheme is not expected to result in loss of 

habitats as it is not located within the designated area and is 

within an urban environment. 

Roost sites Maintain or enhance sites utilised 

as roosts 

The proposed scheme is not expected to result in significant 

loss of roost sites as it is not located within the designated 

area and is within an urban environment. 

Belfast 

Lough Open 

Water SPA12 

To maintain each 

feature in 

favourable 

condition 

 

Great Crested 

Grebe wintering 

population 

No significant decrease in 

population against national trends 

No impact has been identified resulting from the proposed 

activities as the works are not located within the designated 

area and are within an urban environment. As such, it is not 

anticipated that the proposed scheme will affect the species 

population. 

Habitat extent Maintain the extent of main habitat 

components subject to natural 

processes 

The proposed scheme is not expected to result in loss of 

habitats as it is not located within the designated area and is 

within an urban environment. 

Roosting/loafing 

sites 

Maintain all locations of sites. The proposed scheme is not expected to result in loss of 

roosting or loafing sites as it is not located within the 

designated area and is within an urban environment. 

 

12 Belfast Lough Open Water SPA Conservation Objectives 2015 






