PROCEDURES FOR APPLYING FOR A LICENCE FOR COLLECTING MUSSEL SEED FOR A UK REGISTERED VESSEL
1.
Application Forms
Anyone wishing to apply for a licence must complete a MUS1 form (Application for Special Licence to Dredge Mussel Seed) for each vessel.  Licences are issued at the discretion of the Department and will only be granted to those vessels which: -
(a)
hold a current Certificate of British Registry granted by the Registrar of Shipping and Seamen (RSS) in Cardiff;

(b)
have a Port Letter Number (PLN) prefixed by;


(i) B (Belfast),


(ii)N (Newry), or


(iii)CE (Coleraine)

(c)
in accordance with Article 7 of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No. 404/2011, have an accurate drawing with description of the vessel’s fish rooms including an indication of their storage capacity in cubic metres and certified by the competent authority of the flag Member State.

(d)
have a fully functioning Department approved vessel monitoring system installed on board, in accordance with your licence conditions.
Note: Licence applications must be accompanied by the documentation detailed at (a) and (c) above.  Licences are issued at the discretion of DAERA, and a licence application submitted for a UK registered dredger not in compliance with all requirements will be refused.

2.
Applicants who are Not Vessel Owners
In cases where the applicant is not the vessel owner, the application must be accompanied by a Charter Agreement, i.e. a formal written agreement between the applicant and the vessel owner as provided at Annex C.

In cases where the applicant is submitting a Charter Agreement for an additional vessel, the application must state clearly in the relevant section how the applicant intends to split their initial allocation across vessels.

3.
Company Applications
Where the application is submitted on behalf of a company, a letter (not a photocopy or a fax) on company headed paper should also be provided indicating that the person signing the application form is authorised to act on behalf of the company.
4.
Vessels holding another Category of UK Fishing Vessel Licence
Where the vessel holds a Licence of any other category, this Licence must be surrendered, and a Licence entitlement created before a Licence for collecting mussel seed will be granted.  

For further information on the procedures for creating a Licence entitlement you must contact DAERA Fishing Vessel Licensing Section at fishingvessellicensing@daera-ni.gov.uk. 
