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Department -of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs.

A CHARGING SCHEME MADE UNDER REGULATION 25 OF THE POLLUTION PREVENTION AND
CONTROL (INDUSTRIAL EMISSIONS) REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 2013 IN RESPECT OF
PERMITS GRANTED UNDER THOSE REGULATIONS

The Pollution Prevention and Control (Industrial Emissions - NIEA) Charging Scheme
(Northern Ireland) 2026

The Department -of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs, in exercise of the powers conferred on
it by Regulation 25 of The Pollution Prevention and Control (Industrial Emissions) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 2013, hereby makes the following scheme.

Citation and commencement

1. This charging scheme may be cited as Pollution Prevention and Control (Industrial Emissions-
NIEA) Charging Scheme (Northern Ireland) 2026 and shall come into operation on 1 April
2026

Interpretation
2. (1) In this scheme, unless the contrary intention appears:

“activity” means any activity carried on as part of a Part A or Part B installation whether or not
described in Schedule 1 to the Regulations, and in a case where an activity falls within two or
more descriptions in Schedule 1 to the Regulations, that activity shall be regarded for the purposes
of this scheme as falling within that description which fits it most aptly;

“APC activity” means any activity which would, prior to the requirement for a permit, have
required a Part B or Part C permit, and which now falls within a Part A installation to be
regulated by the chief inspector;

“component” means any component as defined in the Schedule to this scheme;

“farming activity” means an activity which falls within any description in Section 6.9 of Part 1 of
Schedule 1 to the Regulations;

“low impact installation” means an installation which, in the opinion of the chief inspector, cannot
result in emissions or where, in the opinion of the chief inspector, there is no likelihood that it will
result in emissions except in a quantity which is so trivial that it is incapable of causing pollution
or its capacity to cause pollution is insignificant;

“non standard farming application™ means an application for a permit or a variation of a permit in
respect of a farming activity which is not a standard farming application;

“non standard farming permit” means a permit for a farming activity which does not contain all
the conditions applicable to that category of farming activity, specified in the “Standard Farming
[nstallation Rules and Guidance” issued by the chief inspector and in force at the time the charge
in question is payable;

“permit” means a permit granted under regulation 10 of the Regulations;

“standard farming application” means an application for a permit or for a variation of a permit in
respect of a farming activity, which demonstrates that the operator will be able to operate that part
of the installation which is a farming activity so as to comply with all of the conditions (applicable
to the category of farming activity, for which he is applying), specified in the “Standard Farming
Installation Rules and Guidance” issued by the chief inspector and in force at the date of the
application and in which the operator requests the grant of a standard farming permit;

“standard farming permit” means a permit for a farming activity which contains all the conditions
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applicable to that category of farming activity, specified in the “Standard Farming Installation
Rules and Guidance” issued by the chief inspector and in force at the time the charge in question
is payable;

“the chief inspector” means the person appointed as such under regulation 8 of the Regulations;
“the Department™ means the Department -of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs;

“the Regulations” means The Pollution Prevention and Control (Industrial Emissions) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 2013 and expressions used in this charging scheme shall have the same
meaning as in the Regulations;

(2) For the purposes of this scheme references to “installation”, “Part A installation™ or “Part B
installation™ shall be taken to include references to “mobile plant”, “Part A mobile plant” or “Part
B mobile plant”, unless the contrary intention appears, and where the context requires shall mean
only that part of the installation which is the subject of the permit or the application for a permit.

Application
3. This scheme applies to:

(1) an application made on or after 1 April 2026 under regulation 10(1) of the Regulations for a
permit to operate a Part A or Part B installation;

(2) the subsistence of a permit to operate a Part A or Part B installation;

(3) an application made on or after 1 April 2026 under regulation 19 of the Regulations for the
variation of the conditions of a permit to operate a Part A or Part B installation;

(4) the service by the chief inspector of a variation notice under regulation 19 of the Regulations,
being a notice to which regulation 19(6) applies;

(5) the service by the chief inspector of a notice under paragraph 5(3)(a) of Schedule 7 to the
Regulations;

(6) an application made on or after | April 2026 under regulation 20 to transfer a permit for a
Part A or Part B installation, whether in whole or in -part;

{7) an application made on or after | April 2026 under regulation 22 to surrender a permit for a
Part A installation, whether in whole or in part.

Permit Application Charge
4. A permit application charge must accompany every application for a new permit.

5. [Except in those cases described in Articles 7 and 23 of this scheme, the permit application charge
for a part A installation shall be the total of:
(1) a component charge of £7,073, (except for activities described in Part A(b), (d), (g) and (h) of
Section 5.1 of Part 1 of Schedule 1 to the Regulations where the component charge shall be
£4,553 multiplied by the total number of components of each type comprised in the Part A
installation; and

(2) where any of the activities to be carried on in the Part A installation is an APC activity, the
amount of £2,802; and

(3) where any of the activities to be carried on in the Part A installation is a farming activity, the
applicable permit application charge specified in Article 24 of this scheme.

6. The permit application charge for a Part B installation shall be £2,322.

Part A Mobile Plant
7. Inthe case of an application for a permit to operate a Part A mobile plant, where the Part A mobile
plant has already been the subject of a permit granted under regulation 10 of the Regulations, the
permit application charge shall be the amount equal to the total of the charges that would be
payable under Article 14 of this scheme.
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Subsistence Charge

8.

10.

11.

12.

An annual subsistence charge shall be payable in respect of the subsistence of a permit to operate a
Part A or Part B installation on the date of coming into effect of the permit; and annually
thereafter.

Subject to Article 11, except for the case described in Article 23 of this scheme, the annual
subsistence charge for a Part A installation shall be the total of:

(1) the sum of £2,503 multiplied by the total number of components comprised in the Part A
installation; and

{(2) where any of the activities to be carried out in the Part A installation is a specified waste
management activity, the additional sum of £2,414 multiplied by the number of components
applicable to the specified waste management activity; and

(3) where any of the activities to be carried on in the Part A installation is an APC activity, the
amount of £1,685; and

(4) where any of the activities to be carried on in the Part A installation is a farming activity, the
applicable subsistence charge specified in Article 24 of this scheme.

Subject to Article 11, the annual subsistence charge for a Part B installation shall be £1,447.

Mid- i
(1) Subject to paragraph (2), in the case of a permit coming into effect after the start of the
financial year, the subsistence charge shall be the annual subsistence charge as provided by

Articles 9, 10 or 23 of this scheme adjusted pro rata to the period beginning with the 1* day of the
month following the permit coming into effect and ending on the last day of March following.

(2) In the case of a permit which is varied after the date on which the subsistence charge is
payable, in a way which would affect the calculation of the subsistence charge under this scheme,
the charge payable will be adjusted from the start of the following financial year.

Monitorine C} for Part A installati

(1) Any expenditure incurred by the chief inspector, his servants or agents in carrying out any
monitoring, site surveys or investigations in relation to a Part A installation shall be recoverable
from the operator by way of a direct charge per permit payable on demand.

(2) Any such charge payable pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be equal to the actual expenditure
incurred by the chief inspector in respect of such monitoring, site surveys or investigations carried
out in relation to the installation concerned and shall be in addition to the annual subsistence
charge specified in Article 9.

(3) Where a charge for monitoring is payable but the permit is revoked, the person who operated
the installation prior to the revocation of the permit is liable for the monitoring charge insofar as it
relates to any actual expenditure incurred by the chief inspector on monitoring in respect of that
Part A installation in the year of revocation or in prior years.



Variation Charges

13. A variation charge is payable for standard and substantial variations for Part A installations and
for substantial variations only for Part B installations. No charge is payable for changes of a purely
administrative nature.

Standard Variati
14. Except in the case described in Article 23, the standard variation charge for a Part A installation
shall be the total of:
(1) the sum of £2,062 muitiplied by the total number of components in the installation that will be
affected by the variation; and

(2) where any of the activities to be carried on in the Part A installation is a farming activity, the
applicable variation charge specified in Article 24 of this scheme.

sul ial Variati

15. A substantial variation charge shall be payable where the chief inspector serves on the operator a
notice under paragraph 5(5) of Schedule 7 to the Regulations.

16. The substantial variation charge for a Part A installation shall be the total oft
(1) the charge payable under Article 14 above; and

(2) the sum of £3,663 multiplied by the total number of components in the installation that will be
affected by the variation; and

(3) where any of the activities to be carried on in the Part A installation is an APC activity which
will be affected by the variation, the amount of £1,678; and

(4) where any of the activities to be carried on in the Part A installation is a farming activity, the
applicable variation charge specified in Article 24 of this scheme.

17. The substantial variation charge for a Part B installation shall be £1,518.

Transfer Charges

18. A transfer charge shall accompany an application to transfer, in whole or in part, a permit for an
installation, made under regulation 20 of the Regulations.

19. Except in the case described in Article 23 of this scheme, the transfer charge for a Part A
installation shall be;

Transfer of Whol¢

(1) Subject to paragraph (2), in the case of an application to transfer the whole of a permit the sum
of £453,

(2) Where the installation includes a specified waste management activity (as defined in
regulation 2 of the Regulations), an additional charge of £1,768 is payable.

Transfer of Part
(3) Inthe case of an application to transfer part of a permit the total of:

(a) the sum of £2,398 for the total number of components comprised within the installation;
and

(b) where any of the activities to be transferred include a specified waste management
activity, the sum of £1,768; and

(c) where any of the activities to be transferred include a farming activity, the applicable
transfer charge specified in Article 24 of this scheme.

20. The transfer charge for a part B installation shall be:
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Lransfer of Whole
(1) In the case of an application to transfer the whole of a permit the sum of £228.
Lransfer of Part

(2) In the case of an application to transfer part of a permit the sum of £687.

Surrender Charge

21. A surrender charge shall accompany an application to surrender, in whole or in part, a permit for a
Part A installation, made under regulation 22 of the Regulations.

22. Except in the case described in Article 23 of this scheme, the surrender charge shall be the total of:

(1) the sum of £3,851 for the total number of components comprised within the installation, except
for activities described in Part A(b), (d), (g) and (h) of Section 5.1 of Part 1 of Schedule 1 to
the Regulations, where a charge of £453 shall apply; and

(2) where any of the activities to be surrendered include a landfill activity, the sum of £3,002; and

(3) where any of the activities comprised within the installation is a farming activity, the
applicable charge specified in Article 24 of this scheme.

Charges for Low Impact Installations
23. The following charges shall apply to a low impact installation:
(1) The permit application charge for a low impact installation shall be the sum of £3,116.

(2) Subject to the provisions of Article 11 of this scheme, the annual subsistence charge for a low
impact installation shall be the sum of £631.

(3) The standard variation charge for a low impact installation shall be the sum of £436.
(4) The transfer charge for a low impact installation shall be the sum of £436.

(5) The surrender charge for a low impact installation shall be the sum of £436.



Charges for Farming Activities

24. The following charges shall apply (in accordance with the provisions of Articles 5, 9, 14, 16, 19,
and 22 of this scheme) to a farming activity within these set charge bands:

Band Poultry Pigs *

Band 1 40,000 — 80,000 2,000 - 4,500 production pigs

Band 2 | 80,000 - 150,000 750 — 1,000 sows or 4,500 —
6,500 production pigs

Band3 | Morethan 150000 More than 1,000 sows or
6,500 production pigs

* Where the installation has sows and production pigs greater than 30 kg present and either the number of sows or production
pigs or both exceeds the threshold, the charge shall be calculated based on the number of ‘production pig places’ with a sow
equal to 5 places and a production pig equal to one place. For example, a farm with 800 sows and 3,000 finishers over 30 kg
would have the equivalent of 7,000 production pigs places and would fall into charging band 3.

Permit Application C
(1) The permit application charge for a farming activity shall be:
(a) In the case of a standard farming application:
Band 1 £3,075
Band 2 £3,680
Band 3 £4,385

(b) An additional application charge is payable for a standard farming application where land
spreading of manure or slurry takes place:

Band 1 £532
Band 2 £709
Band 3 £895

(¢) Inthe case of a non standard farming application:

Band | £7,197
Band 2 £8,815
Band 3 £10,614
Subsistence Charge
(2) Subject to the provisions of Article 9 of this Scheme, the annual subsistence charge for a
farming activity shall be:
(a) In the case of a standard farming permit:
Band 1 £1,591
Band 2 £2,191
Band 3 £2.641

(b) An additional subsistence charge is payable for a standard farming permit where land
spreading of manure or slurry takes place:

Band 1 £332
Band 2 £496
Band 3 £669



(c) Inthe case of a non standard farming permit:
Band 1 £3,369
Band2  £4215
Band3  £5,017
Standard Variation Ct
(3) The standard variation charge for a farming activity shall be:
(a) Inthe case of a standard farming permit the sum of £438.
(b) In the case of a non standard farming permit the sum of £1,841.

Sul ial Variation C1

(4) The substantial variation charge for a farming activity shall be the total of the charge for a
standard variation (as defined in Article 24(3) of this scheme) in addition to:

(a) Inthe case of a standard farming permit the sum of £2,065.
(b) Inthe case of a non standard farming permit the sum of £3,890.

Iransfer Charce

(5) The transfer charge for a farming activity (whether the application is for a transfer in whole or
in part) shall be the sum of £438.

Surrender Charge
(6) The surrender charge for a Farming Activity shall be:

(a) In the case of an application to surrender a Standard Farming Permit (whether in whole or
in part) the sum of £438.

(b) In the case of an application to surrender a Non Standard Farming Permit (whether in
whole or in part) the sum of £1,072,
Liability to Pay the Charges

25. (1) The persons set out below shall be liable to pay the charges payable under this Scheme:

(a) in respect of charges arising under Articles 3(1), (3), (6) and (7), the person or persons
making the application in question.

(b) in respect of charges arising under Article 3(2), the holder of the permit in respect of
which the charge is payable.

(¢} inrespect of charges arising under Articles 3(4) and (5) the person or persons upon whom
the notice in question is served.

(2) In the case of an application for a permit being withdrawn, no refund of the application fee
will be made.

Time of Payment

26. (1) Subject to paragraph (2), charges payable under this Scheme shall be due and payable to the
Department in full on or after 1 April 2026

{a) in respect of charges arising under Articles 3(1), (3), (6) and (7), on the making of the
application in question.

(b) in respect of charges arising under Articles 3(4), 3(5) and 13, on demand.
(c) in respect of charges arising under Article 3(2), annually on demand.

(2) In respect of charges arising under Article 24(2), the Department may issue a quarterly
demand for payment.



Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs
on 25" August 2026

Af///(?a* W :

Alistair Beggs
A Senior Officer of the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural A ffairs

(L.S.)

Schedule Article 2(1)



Component Allocation to Part A Activities

1.

(M

(2

Interpretation

The activities listed in the chapters to this Schedule include both those described in
Schedule 1 to the Regulations and any other activities which may form part of a Part A
installation within the meaning of the Regulations. Also, chapter and section references in
the Schedule are those described in Schedule 1 to the Regulations and references to
Schedule 1 are references to Schedule 1 to the Regulations.

The number of components attributable to an installation shall include the sum of all
those components attaching to each and every activity carried on within the installation.

(3) Unless otherwise stated, where more than one action is described in a component

definition, then the actions taken either individually or collectively count as the ascribed
number of components. For example, the component descriptions in section 1.2 include:
“All tar removal, liquor removal and naphthalene wash”

This means that if the only action in the activity is tar removal, it counts individually as
one component. [t means also that if the activity involves tar removal, liquor removal and

naphthalene wash or any combination of these then the actions taken collectively count as
one component.

(4) Activities which are a farming activity or an APC activity shall have no components in

any event.

(5) Nothing in this Schedule shall apply to an activity which is or is part of a Part B

(D

@

installation, a transferred Part C installation, or a low impact installation.

Definitions
For the purposes of this scheme the following definitions apply:

Raw materials: All materials used in the activity including organic solvents but excluding
water and material recycled within the activity.

Products: All output from the activity including liquid or solid carriers but excluding any
water in the product, material recycled within the activity, and all effluent and waste. For
plating, coating and similar surface treatments the weight of treatment material refers to
the weight of material added or removed.

(3) Year: Means calendar year

4

Use: Where a component definition is based on the quantities of substance(s) used this
shall mean the total quantities of substance(s) consumed in or released from the activity.
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(D

2

3)

4

Pilot and Development Activities

Where an installation contains pilot and development activities that are not parts of
another activity described in Schedule 1 to the Regulations, those activities will be treated
as follows:

Pilot and development activities are treated differently from other activities if they are
undertaken by the same operator on the same site and together use a total of less than 100
tonnes of raw materials per year. Where the pilot and development activities use 100
tonnes or more of raw materials per year, the largest activity will be treated according to
the corresponding section of the scheme. The remaining activities will be treated
according to the procedure for pilot and development activities in this section.

Pilot and development activities are permitted under the section of Schedule 1 to the
Regulations which most aptly describes the activity.

For the first pilot or development activity applied for by an operator in relation to an
installation: 1 component

For each further pilot and development activity applied for by the same operator in
relation to the same installation: 1 component

Envelope Activities

In the case of activities described in chapter 4 of this Schedule, where several production
sequences are undertaken on similar or the same plant within the same installation, by the
same operator and where all fall within descriptions in the same section of Schedule ! to
the Regulations, then they may be grouped together as a single activity (the “envelope
activity”) for the purposes of the calculation of components. The most apt description in
Schedule 1 should be selected as the envelope activity.

Minimum Component Allocation
Where an activity is not part of a low impact installation and is not a farming activity or

an APC activity and no components described in this Schedule are attributable, the
activity shall be deemed to comprise one component.

11
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