
Public Interest Test – EIR  

Reference Number – DAERA/26-706 

Requested Information 

I am writing to request an update on the current position regarding the civil 
liability of those responsible for the illegal waste disposal at the Mobuoy site. In 
particular, I would be grateful to know whether the NIEA, DAERA, or any other 
public authority is pursuing, considering, or supporting civil proceedings to 
recover remediation costs from City Industrial Waste Ltd, its directors, 
associated parties, landowners, insurers, or any other persons or entities that 
may bear legal responsibility for the contamination. Given the insolvency of City 
Industrial Waste Ltd and the potentially substantial public cost of remediation, I 
would appreciate any information that can be provided regarding efforts to 
establish liability and secure financial contributions from those responsible for 
the environmental damage. 

 

Exemption / Exception under consideration  

The following exception, as set out in the Environmental Information Regulations 
2004, is under consideration: 
 
Regulation 12 (5)(b):  disclosure of the information would adversely affect 
the course of justice, the ability of a person to receive a fair trial or the ability of a 
public authority to conduct an inquiry of a criminal or disciplinary nature.  

Reasons why the public interest would favour disclosure: 
 

 Regulation 12(2) of the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 
establishes a presumption in favour of disclosure, reflecting the principle that 
environmental information should be made available unless the public interest 
in maintaining an exception clearly outweighs the public interest in disclosure; 

 There is a strong public interest in openness, transparency and accountability 
in how DAERA and the NIEA exercise their statutory functions, including the 
investigation and enforcement of environmental legislation;  

 Disclosure would promote public understanding and confidence in the fairness, 
effectiveness and integrity of regulatory and enforcement action, including 
investigations relating to waste management, illegal dumping and other 
suspected criminal activity affecting the environment;  

 There is significant public interest in access to information relating to 
environmental matters, particularly where those matters concern environmental 
harm, pollution, and activities that may adversely affect the environment or 
human health; 

 Disclosure would support public understanding of the Department’s role in 
environmental compliance and enforcement, particularly in relation to waste 
management, illegal dumping and other environmental offences, thereby 
enhancing confidence in the effectiveness and integrity of regulatory action, 
while contributing to informed public debate, transparency, participation and 
oversight underpinning the Environment Information Regulations; 






