
Public Interest Test – FOI / EIR  

Reference Number – DAERA/26-784 

Requested Information 

River water quality data for 2025 and if available 2026 data. 

Exception under consideration  

12 (4) (d)  

Reasons why the public interest would favour disclosure: 
 

• There is a public interest in water quality of rivers and how it could influence 
policy decisions. 

 

Reasons why the public interest would favour withholding: 
 

• River water quality data is monitored to produce official statistics under the 
Water Environment (Water Framework Directive) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 2017. When the statistics are complete, data used to produce them is 
released. Early release of data is not permitted under the official code of 
practise for statistics The Code of Practice for Statistics - Office for Statistics 
Regulation  

 

Conclusion 
 
Following consideration of the Public Interest Test the Department has decided not 
to release the 2026 data which is still in the course of completion. The data will be 
released in summer 2027 on or after the date the official statistics are complete and 
published.  
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