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Freedom of Information Act 2000

Thank you for your email received by the Department on 01 September 2026 which you
sought the information in bold below.

In the post action reports, how many of the 51 animals destroyed have a record that
at least 2 parameters of signs of life were checked within 5§ minutes of being shot?
How many of the 51 animals destroyed were re-checked or assessed for signs of life
within 10 minutes of destruction?

How many full metal jacket ammunition rounds were used in the destruction of the 51
cattle?

What is the maximum decibel level of the weapons used i) without a silencer?

ii) What is the maximum decibel level of the weapons discharged with a silencer?

| can advise that the Department has completed its searches and neither confirms nor denies
whether it holds information within the scope of your request under Section 22 of the Freedom
of Information Act 2000 (Information Intended for Future Publication).

If you are deaf or have a hearing difficulty you can

contact the Department via the Next Generation Text INVESTORS IN PESJPLE
We invest in people Standard

Relay Service by dialling 18001 + telephone number.




A public interest test has been carried out and is attached at Annex A.

As you may be aware, Minister Muir has provided a detailed summary of the actions taken by
the department and the accompanying context in his Written Ministerial Statement to the
Assembly on 06 August and during the Committee for Agriculture, Environment and Rural
Affairs meeting held on 10 August 2026. These publications may be of interest to you.

You can read the statement via this link: https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/written-
statement-northern-ireland-assembly-6-auqust-2026.

Coverage of the Committee for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs meeting on Monday
10 August 2026 can be viewed here: https://niassembly.tv/committee-for-agriculture-
environment-and-rural-affairs-meeting-monday-10-august-2026/

An independent external review is being taken forward to review the action taken by the
department and the terms of reference has been published on the department’s website:
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/terms-reference-independent-external-review.
Subject to legal, data protection and other relevant requirements, the report and the
Department's response will be published in the interests of transparency and maintaining
public confidence.

If you require any clarification, believe that any part of your request has been overlooked,
misunderstood or misinterpreted, please contact me in the first instance to see if it is a matter
that can be resolved.

If you are unhappy with the way your request for information has been handled or the decision
to release/withhold information, you have the right to request a formal review by the
Department. If you wish to do so, please contact The Review Section either by e-mailing
daera.informationmanager@daera-ni.gov.uk or by post at The Department of Agriculture,
Environment and Rural Affairs, Data Protection & Information Management Branch, Floor 2,
Jubilee House, 111 Ballykelly Road, Ballykelly, Limavady BT49 9HP, within two months from
the date of this letter.

If after such an internal review you are still unhappy with the response, you have the right to
appeal to the Information Commissioner at Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow,
CHESHIRE, SK9 5AF, who will undertake an independent review of the Department’'s
decision.

Yours sincerely,

Veterinary Service Animal Health Group

If you are deaf or have a hearing difficulty you can

contact the Department via the Next Generation Text INVESTORS IN PEL}PLE
We invest in people Standard

Relay Service by dialling 18001 + telephone number.






