


 

 

• Guidance relating to the seizure, removal, destruction and euthanasia of 
livestock;  

• Requirements concerning animal welfare and the handling of livestock during 
enforcement operations;  

• The respective roles and responsibilities of DAERA officials, veterinary officers, 
contractors, PSNI or other bodies involved in enforcement activity; 

• Any requirements of risk assessment, operational plans or consideration of 
alternative courses of action before enforcement takes place; and  

• Any internal review, oversight or approval requirements applying to significant 
animal health and welfare enforcement operations.  
          

As explained in the information sheet enclosed with my acknowledgement letter, under certain 
conditions, the Department has the right to refuse to respond to a request for information. In 
this instance, under Section 12(1) of the FOI Act the Department is not obliged to comply with 
your request for information as the estimated cost of compliance exceeds the appropriate limit 
of £600.  
 
The Department has identified that there are approximately 788 records that may fall within 
the scope of your request. The work required to collate this information will greatly exceed the 
appropriate limit (24 hours) of staff time and will place a disproportionate burden on the 
Department. The estimated cost of processing the request above would be £1664.58 An 
explanation of how this was calculated is below:- 
 
Potential records falling 
within scope 
 

Potential number of hours to 
review 

Total estimated cost. Hours 
X £25/hr 

788 66 hours 35 mins 1,664.58 
 

 
 
Under Section 16 of the FOI Act 2000, the Department has a duty to provide advice and  
assistance to enable you to refine your request to reduce the cost of compliance to within the 
appropriate limit of £600.   

Given the breadth of the information currently sought, we would suggest refining the request 
so that it relates only to on farm matters concerning the welfare of farmed animals. 

We would suggest that: 

• “investigation” is removed from the scope 
• “enforcement” is limited to on farm enforcement relating to farmed animal welfare, 

specifically financial penalties (including any reduction or withholding of grants or 
subsidies claimed), referrals for prosecution and applications to the courts for additional 
orders, for example, disqualification from keeping animals; and 







