Herd Restrictions – Frequently Asked Questions
Q1. How can I avoid or reduce the impact of herd restrictions?
Answer: 
· Tag calves promptly after birth (as soon as the calf is dry).
· Check that every animal in your herd has BVDN or INDNEG status and sample any that require testing, (e.g. those whose BVD status is unknown (BVDUs)). This now includes all untested animals born or brought into a herd before the BVD Eradication Programme became compulsory in March 2016.
· If an animal tests positive, promptly isolate it indoors where it has a separate airspace from other cattle. Either cull it quickly or arrange for your vet to take a blood sample after 21 days from the initial tissue sampling date. Cull if the re-test is positive.
· If an animal has an inconclusive test result, arrange for your vet to take a blood sample after 21 days from the initial tissue sampling date to determine whether it is positive for BVD. If it is, take action as above. 
· Discuss how to protect your herd from BVD with your vet. This applies to herds with no history of BVD as well as herds with recent BVD positives.

RESTRICTIONS DUE TO POSITIVE OR INCONCLUSIVE ANIMALS
Position from 1st February 2026
Q2. I have a positive animal in my herd.  Is my herd going to be restricted?
[bookmark: _Hlk183009150]Answer: Yes.  From 1st February 2026 your herd will be restricted immediately following a BVD positive result.  The previous ‘grace period’ before restrictions are applied has now been removed.

Q3.  What does a BVD positive result mean?
Answer:  An animal which has a positive BVD test result may be persistently infected (PI) with the BVD virus.  PI calves may appear healthy, particularly at birth, but represent a significant risk of infection to other animals in your own and neighbouring herds. 
Animal Health & Welfare NI (AHWNI) will already have informed you of the positive test result and provided advice on the next steps. BVDP status is applied by DAERA to positive calves to restrict their movement.

Q4.  Why are herd keepers no longer allowed a ‘grace period’, before restrictions are applied?
Answer:  Immediate herd restriction is the best way to reduce the spread of BVD virus from a herd with a positive animal.  Initially, to reduce the impact of herd restrictions on farm businesses, a phased approach was implemented for 12 months for herds with positive animals.  This 12-month period ended on 1 February 2026.

Q5. Do I need to isolate a positive animal?
Answer: You are required by law to keep BVD positive animals in housed isolation where they have a separate airspace from other cattle. A suckling calf can be isolated with its dam. DAERA staff carry out unannounced inspections of BVDP status animals and may take enforcement action if isolation is not satisfactory.
Discuss the BVD result with your private vet or with AHWNI and decide whether to retest the animal. 
If retesting initial BVDPs, arrange for your vet to carry out blood sampling three weeks after the date that the ear tag was applied and the tissue sample taken. 
Veterinary advice is that PI animals should be culled as soon as possible.

Q6.  If a PI calf is housed with other calves, will the other calves become infected?
Answer: Persistently infected (PI) cattle are highly infectious, with virus being present in all body fluids, including dung. They are efficient transmitters of the virus to other animals, either through direct (eg nose to nose) contact or indirectly, through environmental contamination, for example of trailers, yards or crushes. It is difficult to avoid the transfer of the disease via equipment or clothing. 
If a PI animal has contact with susceptible pregnant cattle (i.e. between the first and fourth month of pregnancy) this is likely to lead to the birth of further PI calves. Any female PIs that do go on to reach breeding age will produce PI calves. 
Cattle in contact with PIs may experience a transient (short-term) infection. Transiently Infected (TI) cattle are at a greater risk of other diseases such as pneumonias and scours and can pass on infection to other cattle.

Q7. What should I do if my positive animal retests negative?
Answer: A follow up BVD negative result suggests that the calf has had a transient infection. This indicates that BVD virus may be present in the herd, and you should try to identify the source of infection and take measures to prevent further infection circulating.
Restrictions will remain on your herd until 21 days after the negative result is reported.  All other cattle in your herd, and any herd associated with your herd, over 30 days old must also have a negative status (BVDN or INDNEG) before herd restrictions are lifted.

Q8. I have an inconclusive animal in my herd. Is my herd going to be restricted?
Answer: Yes.  From 1st February 2026 your herd will be restricted immediately following an inconclusive BVD result.
You can arrange for your vet to blood sample the inconclusive animal 21 days from the initial tissue sampling date, to determine whether it is positive for BVD.  If a negative result is subsequently obtained, or the inconclusive animal is culled, the restrictions will be removed immediately, as long as there are no other positives in the herd, AND all cattle over 30 days of age in the herd have a BVD negative status (BVDN or INDNEG).
If the inconclusive retests positive and the animal is removed from your herd, restrictions remain for 21 days after the removal of the last positive animal in the herd AND all cattle over 30 days of age in the herd have a BVD negative status (BVDN or INDNEG).

Q9. What measures apply if my herd is restricted
[bookmark: _Hlk184914865]Answer:  All movements of cattle into and out of a restricted herd are prohibited, EXCEPT for movements:
· to slaughter of BVD tested animals;
· [bookmark: _Hlk184922961]for disposal of the animal as an animal by-product;
· exceptionally to or from your herd under a licence issued by the Department.  To request a licence for an exceptional move, contact your local Divisional Veterinary Office.

Note:  BVDP animals are voluntarily banned from NIMEA slaughter plants by Food Business Operators.

Q10. When will restrictions be lifted in a herd restricted due to an inconclusive test result?
Answer:  
· If the inconclusive animal is retested and retests negative for BVD, restrictions will be lifted immediately, as long as there are no other BVD positives in the herd AND all cattle over 30 days of age in the herd have a BVD negative status (BVDN or INDNEG).
· If the inconclusive animal is removed from the herd without retesting, restrictions will be lifted immediately, as long as there are no other BVD positives in the herd AND all cattle over 30 days of age in the herd have a BVD negative status (BVDN or INDNEG).
· If the inconclusive animal retests positive, restrictions will remain until 3 weeks have elapsed since the removal of the last positive animal from the herd AND all cattle over 30 days of age in the herd have a BVD negative status (BVDN or INDNEG).

Q11. When will restrictions be lifted in a herd restricted due to a positive test result?
Answer:  Restrictions will remain in place until 3 weeks have elapsed since the removal or resolution (by a negative retest) of the last BVD positive animal in the herd AND all cattle over 30 days of age in the herd have a BVD negative status (BVDN or INDNEG).

Q12. My herd is associated with a restricted herd, will I be restricted?
Answer:  Associated herds are herds that are kept, managed or housed together.  There is therefore a higher risk of disease transmission between ‘associated herds’ as animals in these herds are under common management and are regarded as being in the same epidemiological unit.
If your herd is associated with a restricted herd, your herd will also be restricted until restrictions in the other herd have been lifted AND all cattle over 30 days of age in both herds have a BVD negative status (BVDN or INDNEG).

RESTRICTIONS DUE TO UNKNOWN STATUS ANIMALS 
Position from 1st December 2025
Q13. What is an unknown status animal (BVDU)
[bookmark: _Hlk184972982]Answer:  An unknown status animal means a bovine that has not been tested for BVD virus using an approved laboratory. This includes imported animals.
Unknown status animals do not include dams that may not have been tested for BVD but have been allocated an INDNEG statuses because they gave birth to calves that have tested negative for BVD. 

Q14. How do I know if I have unknown status (BVDU) animals in my herd?
Answer:  You can confirm that all animals in your herd have Negative (BVDN) or Indirect Negative (INDNEG) status, by checking NIFAIS Online or by requesting a printed herd list from your local DAERA Direct office.
When your vet is on farm and your cattle are going through the crush (eg when TB testing), this could provide an opportunity for cattle requiring a BVD test to be sampled. Non-negative animals are listed on your vet’s TB test sheets so this can be an ideal opportunity to sample any animals which require a BVD test.

Q15.  I have BVDUs in my herd.  Is my herd going to be restricted?
Answer:  Restrictions on herds with animals of unknown status (BVDUs), were introduced in a phased approach from 1st June 2025, initially targeting those herds with larger numbers of unknown status animals:  
· from 1st June 2026 restrictions have been applied to herds with 5 or more BVDUs.
Untested calves up to 30 days old will not trigger BVDU herd restrictions.
The number of BVDUs over 30 days old in every herd will be assessed regularly. Any herd which has above the threshold for herd restriction at that time, will be advised by letter. These herds will be re-assessed 29 days later and any herd which remains above the threshold number of BVDUs over 30 days old will be restricted. 
Keepers will be advised that they have reached the threshold number of BVDUs that will trigger the introduction of herd restrictions.  Should they test all BVDUs in their herd within 28 days of the issue of this letter, restrictions will not be applied.

Q16: What measures apply if my herd is restricted because it contains BVDUs?
Answer:   The same measures apply as if your herd was restricted because it contained positive or inconclusive animals.  All movements of cattle into and out of a restricted herd are prohibited, EXCEPT for movements:
· to slaughter of BVD tested animals;
· for disposal of the animal as an animal by-product;
· exceptionally to or from your herd under a licence issued by the Department.  To request a licence for these exceptional moves, contact your local Divisional Veterinary Office.

Q17. When will restrictions be lifted in a herd restricted due to the presence of BVDUs
Answer: Restrictions will be lifted immediately after every bovine in the herd over 30 days old (and any associated herd) has a BVD negative status (BVDN or INDNEG).

Q18.  My herd has been restricted because of the presence of BVDUs.  However, on testing these animals I discovered a BVD positive animal.  What happens now?
Answer:  Restrictions will continue to apply to your herd until 3 weeks have elapsed since the removal or resolution (by a negative retest) of the last BVD positive animal in the herd AND all cattle over 30 days of age in the herd have a BVD negative status (BVDN or INDNEG).

RESTRICTIONS ON BREEDING AGE FEMALES
Position from 1st March 2026
Q19.  Why are breeding aged female cattle being restricted?
Answer: Animals which have become exposed to the BVD virus during pregnancy, present a significant risk to the eradication of this disease, as the calf they are carrying may be persistently infected with BVD virus even though the dam is virus negative. Such animals are referred to as ‘Trojans’ and can silently cause the introduction of BVD into previously uninfected herds.  As most cows have their calves between 38 and 41 weeks following conception, the restrictions will be automatically applied to all female bovines of breeding age (12 months old and older), for 41 weeks following removal of the last BVD positive animal in the herd.  Restriction will be managed by the application on NIFAIS of BVDFEM status to females.

Q20.  Under what circumstances will BVDFEM status be applied to females?
Answer: Since 1st March 2026, BVDFEM status has been applied to female animals aged 12 months old or older in a herd (and associated herd), in which a BVD-positive animal has been identified. DAERA applies BVDFEM status on NIFAIS to manage the movement restriction.  This 41-week period will start 21 days after the removal of the last BVD-positive animal from the herd.



Q21.  What measures will apply to restricted females?
Answer:  BVDFEM animals will be prohibited from moving from the herd.  Movements will be allowed:
· to slaughter, of BVD tested animals; 
· for disposal of the animal as an animal by-product;
· exceptionally under a licence issued by the Department.

Q22. When will restrictions on BVDFEM animals be lifted?
Answer: Restrictions will be in place until one of the following 4 options applies:
· 41 weeks have passed since the removal of the last positive animal in the herd;
· the restricted animal has calved and its calf has tested negative for BVD;
· the Department is notified in writing that the restricted animal tested positive for BVD antibodies at an approved laboratory from a blood sample taken within the previous 12 months and before the insemination preceding its current gestation; or
· the Department is notified in writing that the restricted animal tested negative for BVD antibodies at an approved laboratory from a blood sample taken at least 21 days after the last BVDP animal was removed from the herd.

Q23. How do I inform the Department of test results from BVDFEM animals in my herd?
Answer: Complete the “BVDFEM status removal by antibody testing” form available at https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-viral-diarrhoea-bvd-herd-restrictions and submit this along with supporting documentation to Animal Health and Welfare NI (AHWNI) at info@animalhealthni.com.  AHWNI will then assess the information and provide a recommendation to the Department whether to derestrict the animals.  

Q24. My herd has BVDHF status. Does this mean I cannot sell any animals?
Answer: BVDHF status is not a whole herd restriction. It is a label to show there are 1 or more restricted (BVDFEM status) females in the herd. Provided there are no other animals or herd level statuses which prohibit movement, a herd with BVDHF can sell all males and any females which don’t have BVDFEM status.  

Q25. What happens if a BVD-positive calf is identified in a beef-finishing herd that is already subject to long-term TB restrictions and therefore only ever sells cattle directly to slaughter? Can I be allowed to buy in?
Answer: The usual BVD herd restrictions will apply. However, where those restrictions would have a significant impact on the operation of a beef-finishing herd, DAERA may, in exceptional circumstances, assess whether alternative arrangements would be appropriate, taking account of the individual circumstances and disease risks. To seek advice, provide details of the individual circumstances to BVDadmin@daera-ni.gov.uk.  

Q26. I provided negative antibody test results and DAERA removed BVDFEM status from an animal. I have since had another BVD positive calf, which is now removed from my herd. Why has BVDFEM been re-applied to the same animal again?
Answer: BVDFEM status is applied 21 days after the removal of the last BVD positive animal from the herd. Any animal which previously had BVDFEM removed through antibody testing will have BVDFEM re-applied. One of the options to get BVDFEM removed will have to be met again. 

Q27. Is the blood test to get BVDFEM status removed from females over 12 months old the same as the BVD test that is done on calves?
Answer: No. BVDFEM restriction can be removed by getting your vet to blood sample for BVD antibodies. This is a different test from the BVD virus (or antigen) test which is carried out on calves to get BVDU status lifted. It is important that your vet is aware why you want a ‘BVD test’ carried out.

Q28; My vet took blood samples from BVDFEM animals and informed me the results were negative for BVD antibodies. Can I now sell these animals?
Answer: For BVDFEM to be lifted, the negative antibody result must be from a blood sample taken at least 21 days since the last BVD positive animal was removed from the herd (or an associated herd). BVDFEM status is not automatically removed when negative BVD antibody results are reported by a lab. The “BVDFEM status removal by antibody testing” form available at https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-viral-diarrhoea-bvd-herd-restrictions must be  submitted with supporting documentation to Animal Health and Welfare NI (AHWNI) at info@animalhealthni.com. AHWNI will then assess the information and provide a recommendation to the Department whether to derestrict the animals. Keepers will be informed by phone call if BVDFEM statuses have been removed.

Q29 Will BVDFEM status be applied to every female as she becomes 12 months of age?
Answer:  No, BVDFEM statuses are applied to a ‘snapshot’ of the herd on the day that the herd level restriction is moved.  Any female cattle aged 12 months and under on that day will not have BVDFEM restrictions applied when they become 12 months old (unless there are subsequent BVD Positive results in the herd).
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