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Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs
Marine & Fisheries Division
Rathkeltair House 
Market Street
Downpatrick
Co Down BT30 6AJ
 
Fisheries Act 2020
APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL LICENCE TO DREDGE MUSSEL SEED

General details – owner’s/charterer’s details

Surname						Address





First name(s)




Vessel details


Vessel name 


Master of Vessel 


Company name	


Contact Number



PLN							RSS No 


Admin port 

Current Vessel Fishing Licences (including reference numbers)









Source of seed 
Location (with geographical co-ordinates)	 
Please provide chart or map			
To be confirmed by DAERA, subsequent to AFBI surveys.

							
	 


Relaying – location of relaying site


Name of licensed site/s 

Geographical 

co-ordinates

Note: It is important that the correct positions are included with this application, as any errors may result in the application being refused or delayed.


Splitting of Allocation

Are you submitting applications for multiple vessels (MUS1 or Charter Agreements)?

Yes	☐	Please indicate how allocations should be split, below
No	☐


	Vessel Name
	% of overall Allocation

	
	

	
	

	
	



Is the establishment/site(s) authorised as an Aquaculture Production Business under the provisions of The Aquatic Animal Health Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009 or you have been granted approval by DAERA under Regulation (EU) 2016/429 (Animal Health Law)? 
(Note: This does not currently apply to sites in Lough Foyle).

YES ☐				NO ☐	
Note: It is an offence to operate as an Aquaculture Production Business/Approved Establishment unless you have been granted an authorisation/approval by DAERA.  It may also result in your request for a seed mussel allocation being refused.  For more information please visit https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/applications-registration-or-approval-aquaculture-establishment 

Has your fishing vessel or the vessel you intend to charter to fish your seed mussel allocation a fully functioning and operational Themis V.M.S. Blue Box vessel monitoring system installed?

YES	☐			NO	☐	
Vessel VMS serial number:  



Reference number of certification by DAERA:  

Date of certification:  


	
Note: The installation of a vessel monitoring system must be certified by a DAERA Authorised Officer.  Any UK registered vessel without a vessel monitoring system installed or which is not fully functioning or operational will not be granted a licence to fish for mussel seed.  If you require a vessel monitoring system for your vessel or are encountering operational difficulties, you should contact DAERA at SeaFisheriesSystemsDataAndReporting@daera-ni.gov.uk

“Fully operational” means the VMS must: -
1.   not be switched off;
1.   receive a continuous and uninterrupted power supply;
1.   transmit at all times including when the vessel is tied up in port or undertaking    harvesting, relaying, fishing, seed surveying or site maintenance activities or steaming;
1.   transmit data which has not been altered in any way; 
1.   have the antenna properly connected to the VMS;
1.   not be tampered with in any way that would obstruct the signal; and 
1.   send an automatic, simultaneous transmission of data at all times to the DAERA Larus Minutus base station.

Vessels less than 12m overall length must also have a satellite-based vessel monitoring system (the “Blue Box”) installed and operating in compliance with the provisions of assimilated Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 and assimilated Commission Regulation (EU) No 404/2011.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]
Have you submitted to DAERA a properly certified fish room diagram of your vessel(s), or the vessel(s) you intend to charter, indicating the length, breadth and depth of each hold and its capacity in cubic metres?

YES	☐		NO	☐

Note: The fish room diagram must be certified by a DAERA Authorised Officer in advance of an application being made. Failure to submit this information may result in DAERA refusing to grant a UK registered vessel a licence to fish for mussel seed. This document must be kept aboard at all times and available to an Authorised Officer on request. A request for a certification inspection must be made to DAERA at daeraops@daera-ni.gov.uk 

Have the sides of the hold of the vessel(s) been marked in 0.5m segments from the bottom to the top; 0 being the floor of the hold? 

YES	☐			NO ☐

Note: Hold markings must be checked by a DAERA Authorised Officer in advance of an application being made. Failure to adequately mark the sides of the hold may result in DAERA refusing to grant a UK registered vessel a licence to fish for mussel seed.  A request for a certification inspection must be made to DAERA at daeraops@daera-ni.gov.uk 

Additional requirements:
Since 2011 all seed fished in Republic of Ireland waters must be notified via SMS, as part of a stock tracking system prior to boats leaving the seed fishing areas. SMS’s are charged at the standard network rate. 
 
Any consignments of mussel seed being imported from the Republic of Ireland, or movements of mussel seed taking place within Northern Ireland for relaying in Northern Ireland waters must be approved by DAERA via Section 13 Permit before the movement takes place. No seed can be transhipped or relayed without prior Section 13 approval. 

All imports from Republic of Ireland to Northern Ireland require a TRACES notification from the Marine Institute prior to the movement taking place. A section 13 permit CANNOT be issued without a TRACES notification. All consignments must be notified to the Marine Institute by email on notification@marine.ie 




Signature								Date   

Name  


BLOCK LETTERS							 Tel No 
							 
WARNING

It is an offence under the Fisheries Act 2020 under which this application is made to fail to disclose information or to provide false or misleading information (Paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 3).

If issued the Licence will become invalid if any of the above details change or if you fail to observe any one of the conditions subject to which the Licence is granted or if the holder has, or subsequently acquires, a valid UK Fishing Licence of any category in respect of the vessel to which the Licence for collecting mussel seed relates.
The Licence is issued on a non-transferable basis and may only be renewed upon application.  It will not confer any entitlement on the holder to any Licence or Authorisation under current or future licensing arrangements. 











Declaration
DECLARATION
I declare that the information given in this form and related papers is to the best of my knowledge and belief true.



Signature of applicant:

							

Date:   

Name in BLOCK LETTERS

							
Position within company (if applicable):



Tel No: 


PLEASE CHECK CAREFULLY THE INFORMATION YOU HAVE GIVEN AND THAT ALL ENCLOSURES (INCLUDING COPIES) HAVE BEEN INCLUDED

Application Checklist
☐	Completed application form 
☐	 A current Transcript of Registry of a British Fishing Vessel.
☐	 Where the applicant is not the vessel owner, a copy of a charter agreement between the charterer and the owner.
☐	 Where the application is for a company, a letter on company headed paper, authorising the signatory to act on behalf of the company.
☐	 Location maps for relay sites
☐	 Copy of certification of vessel monitoring system 
☐	 Copy of the certified vessel’s fish room diagram.

All completed application forms and supporting information must be submitted to DAERA Fishing Vessel Licensing at 
fishingvessellicensing@daera-ni.gov.uk

DAERA Privacy Statement
The Department takes data protection, freedom of information and environmental information issues seriously. It takes care to ensure that any personal information received from you is dealt with in a way which complies with the requirements of the UK General Data Protection Regulation. This means that any personal information you supply will be processed principally for the purpose for which it has been provided. However, the Department is under a duty to protect the public funds it administers, and to this end may use the information you have provided for this purpose. A full copy of the DAERA Privacy Statement can be found at https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/daera-privacy-statement
