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	[bookmark: _Hlk279074546]1.  Title of project

	[bookmark: s1]The information provided here may be used in DAERA publicity material and will be published on the DAERA website if the proposal is commissioned:







[bookmark: rp][bookmark: co]
	2a.  Start Date
	[bookmark: s2]
	2b.  End Date
	[bookmark: s3]



	3.  Contact details for Agri-food and Biosciences Institute’s (AFBI) nominated project lead(s)

	Project leader(s) name
	Division(s)
	Contact Telephone Number

	[bookmark: s4pl1]
	
	

	[bookmark: s4pl3]
	
	



	4.  Select which thematic area and research need the project will seek to address (apply ‘X’)

	Thematic area
	Research Need 

	
Climate
	Peatland Condition Monitoring
	

	
	Identification of barriers and incentives to long-term land use change in areas of high biodiversity and sensitive land habitats.

	

	
	Identification of effective strategies to build knowledge and understanding in the agriculture sector of the science around climate change.

	

	
	Increasing precision of the LULUCF inventory

	

	
	Horizon scanning - Novel on-farm interventions for GHG mitigation.

	

	
	Greenhouse Gas Removal

	

	
	Integrated Modelling and Decision Support
	

	
Sustainable Agri Food Systems 
	GHG Inventory Refinement	
	Climate Change Mitigation		Climate Change Adaptation 	
	Decision-support tools to integrate farm woodlands into productive agriculture and deliver measurable farm-business value
	

	
	Modelling the Economic Contribution of Sustainable Forestry, Timber Flows and SME Supply Chains to Rural Sustainability
	

	
	Trees, Woodlands and Farm Biosecurity: Modelling and Field Validation of Animal Welfare and Disease-Risk Benefits
	

	
	Behavioural drivers of collaboration in NI agri-food supply chains
	

	
	Collaboration models that improve information exchange and outcomes across NI agri-food supply chains
	

	
	Baselines for Generational Renewal in NI farm businesses
	

	
	Beef system innovations to sustain reduced age at slaughter, improved suckler cow fertility and lower emission in NI (post Beef Carbon Reduction and Suckler Cow Scheme)
	

	
	Health-led approaches for improved productivity and reducing emissions in NI sheep systems
	

	
	Evaluation of the Beef Carbon Reduction and Suckler Cow Schemes to assess the impacts on farmer behaviour, emission reduction and sustainability of NI Beef productions
	

	
	Metrics for monitoring and evaluating Farming with Nature (FwN) across NI agricultural land types
	

	
	Alternative (non–face-to-face) engagement approaches to maximise training reach and scheme uptake

	

	
	Local Food Partnerships: evaluating the potential of community initiatives to drive food-system change
	

	
	Evaluation of interventions to improve fruit and vegetable intake among children and young people in Northern Ireland (and associated agri-food supply-chain benefits)
	

	
	Farm systems research to demonstrate optimal N and P management on farm. 
	

	
	
Developing Carbon, Nitrogen and Phosphorus Marginal Abatement Cost Curves (MACCs) for Northern Ireland Agriculture
	

	
	The making of a low pollutant pig
	

	
One Health
	eDNA-enabled plant health surveillance from points of entry to the wider environment (early warning for regulated pests/pathogens
	

	
	Risk-based pathway analysis and targeted surveillance for regulated timber-borne pest Agrilus bilineatus (two-lined chestnut borer)
	

	
	Predictive risk modelling and integrated pest management for priority forest pests under future climate scenarios (EAB, ALB)
	

	
	One Health assessment of AMR introduction via imports (food, animals, feed/ingredients, raw pet food) and human travel, including environmental transmission pathways

	

	
	Anthelmintic resistance in Northern Ireland ruminants: prevalence, drivers, impacts and policy-relevant mitigation options

	

	
	Integrating AMR datasets to model transmission pathways across farms, wildlife and the environment (advanced analytics / modelling)

	

	
	Linking syndromic disease indicators with antimicrobial use and AMR data to target interventions and quantify economic impacts (cattle and sheep)

	

	
	Molecular Surveillance of Hepatitis E Virus and Emerging Porcine Coronaviruses.
	

	
	The spatial distribution and impact of Aphids in the NI seed potato plant breeding sector
	

	
	Immune function perturbation in Mycobacterium bovis infection (scoping project)
	

	
	Bovine tuberculosis in deer: epidemiology and transmission dynamics
	

	
Natural Environment
	Impact of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) policy and regulation
	

	
	Sustainable Catchments programme – Monitoring and Evaluation

	

	
	Lough Neagh fish stock change

	

	
	Economic modelling of environmental policy measures.

	

	
	Opportunity mapping for Nature Based Solutions

	

	
	NI specific biodiversity indicators 

	

	
	Economic consequences of the blue green algae blooms in Lough Neagh

	

	
	Emissions factor validation in housed systems.

	

	
	Maximising the value of Soil Nutrient Health Scheme data 

	

	
	Limits in Nitrogen inputs from organic manures 

	

	
Rural Affairs
	Understanding the Extent, Drivers and Future Trajectories of Rural Depopulation
	

	
	Understanding the Differential Impacts of an Ageing population on Rural Areas, Services, and Community Resilience
	

	Strategic
	National eDNA Observatory for Northern Ireland: centralised genomic sequencing facility and coordinated eDNA monitoring capability

	

	
	NI Farm Woodlands for Carbon Sequestration, Biodiversity and Water Quality

	

	
	Northern Ireland Trend Deck for Futures / Horizon Scanning 

	

	
	Systems-level One Health decision support framework and policy trade-off analysis (NI) 
	

	
	Priming Rumen Function for One Health Outcomes 
	

	
	Environmental Change Network - Freshwater – Lough Neagh / Lough Neagh Rivers / Lough Erne
	

	
	Effects of Long-Term Slurry dressings on grasslands
	

	
	Habitat change on the CAFRE Glenwherry Hill Farm
	



	5a.  Describe how the project will address the thematic area and research need in Section 4 and explain the specific problem that needs to be addressed.  
Please ensure that all scientific terms/abbreviations used in the document are explained.

	






	5b.  What is the overall Objective(s) of this project?  
Please use Plan English and the SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and Time-bound) approach when setting objectives to ensure they are clear, focused and achievable. 

It is DAERA’s intention to update stakeholders and the general public on the ongoing progress of its research programmes, therefore this information may be used in DAERA publicity material. To assist in doing this, please provide a short synopsis of no more than 400 words summarising the objectives of this project.

	





	5c.  Describe the methodological approaches that will be used to deliver the project and link these to the relevant work packages. 
Include in this section: sample size justifications and statistical approaches, define and consider stop go points and contingencies.  Link these to work packages (section 12) and data sets deriving from the project (section 14).

	



	5d.  Policy engagement and co-design: 
In this section, detail engagement with the relevant policy leads and policy input into project direction/co-design.

	







	[bookmark: _Hlk163206968][bookmark: _Hlk163206889]6.  Will the research directly result in:

	Development of a policy?
	Y/N

	Please state the main policy and provide an overview of the of the expected policy impact influence pathways with key timescales and evidence that would demonstrate these. If there is no direct influence expected, explain whether indirect or longer-term influence is anticipated.

	







	Development of a strategy?
	Y/N

	Please state the main strategy and provide an overview of the of the expected strategy impact influence pathways with key timescales and evidence that would demonstrate these. If there is no direct influence expected, explain whether indirect or longer-term influence is anticipated.

	






	Development of legislation?
	Y/N

	Please state main legislation and provide an overview of the of the expected legislation impact influence pathways with key timescales and evidence that would demonstrate these. If there is no direct influence expected, explain whether indirect or longer-term influence is anticipated.

	





	Development of a scheme/action?
	Y/N

	Please state main scheme/action and provide details of the of the expected scheme/action impact influence pathways with key timescales and evidence that would demonstrate these. If there is no direct influence expected, explain whether indirect or longer-term influence is anticipated.

	



	Please state any associated policies/strategies/legislation//schemes/actions (up to 6).

	







	7.  Research Impact Overview
Please describe any expected outcomes or impacts, citing your evidence sources and assumptions; relevant timelines; how these may be measured and explain how these will deliver public value (please refer to Impacts and Benefits Guidance).

In completing this section, please describe the expected impacts for each category. Please ensure that the detail provided distinguishes between outputs (immediate and tangible products generated by R&D activities), outcomes (measurable or otherwise demonstrable changes to which the uptake and use of R&D outputs has contributed. Outcomes represent short- to medium-term effects that can manifest as changes in understanding, decisions, behaviours, policy design, implementation arrangements, operational practice, service delivery or strategy) and impacts (longer-term, aggregated effects at system or population level that contribute to high-level changes aligned with strategic priorities). Please also state any evidence sources and indicators that will be used to demonstrate outcomes and impact. 

	Public Policy Impacts                                                                                                               
	Mandatory

	Please provide detail:




	Environmental Impacts
	Y/N

	If yes, please provide detail:




	Human Capacity and Skills Impacts
	Y/N

	If yes, please provide detail:
 



	Societal Impacts
	Y/N

	If yes, please provide detail:
 



	Health and Wellbeing and Animal Welfare Impacts
	Y/N

	If yes, please provide detail:

 



	Green Economy Impacts
	Y/N

	If yes, please provide detail:
 





	8.  Research type - insert percentages to classify research into the following categories:

	Research Type
	Percent

	Fundamental Research[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Fundamental research: Experimental or theoretical work undertaken primarily to acquire new knowledge of the underlying foundations of phenomena and observable facts, without any direct practical application or use in view.] 

	

	Industrial Research[footnoteRef:2] [2: Industrial Research: Research aimed at the acquisition of new knowledge and skills for developing new products, processes or services or for bringing about a significant improvement in existing products, processes or services. It comprises the creation of component parts to complex systems, which is necessary for the industrial research, notably for generic technology validation, to the exclusion of prototypes.] 

	

	Experimental Research[footnoteRef:3] [3: Experimental research: The acquiring, combining, shaping or using existing scientific, technological, business and other relevant knowledge and skills for the purpose of producing plans and arrangements or designs for new, altered, improved products, processes or services. This may include other activities aiming at the conceptual definition, planning and documentation of new products, processes or services.] 

	

	Total
	 




	[bookmark: s11]9.  What scientific knowledge already exists in relation to this project area?  
You should provide concise and relevant background information on related projects undertaken by AFBI (past and present) AND research published by other groups locally, nationally and internationally. List title, year, and publication (if relevant). 
It is recommended that this section does not exceed three A4 pages. 

	






	10.  What additional information will this project provide, over and above that described in Section 9?
(i.e describe in detail the ‘gap’ in existing knowledge that will be filled by this proposal)

	







	[bookmark: s9]11.  Outline the Project Team’s expertise/track record in this field and its capability to successfully complete the proposed project.
This should include work on previous similar projects and reference any relevant research published by the group locally, nationally and internationally. List title, year, publication (if relevant).

	







	12.  Scientific Objectives and Work Packages
Outline the key Objectives of the research and provide detailed Work Packages required to achieve each Objective (e.g. analytical tests to be used; number of replicates). Insert target milestone date (mth/yr) for each Work Package. Please also include milestones for engagement, evidence translation and impact evidence collection where relevant.   
Add additional lines as required.

	Objective 
	Work Packages            
(detailed description of each WP required to deliver objective) 

	Milestone(start date)
	Milestone (target date of achievement)

	12.1
	
	
	
	

	12.2
	
	
	
	

	12.3
	
	
	
	




	13.  List the Deliverables and the date by which they will be achieved (mth/yr). 
Add additional lines as required.

	
	Deliverable (e.g. paper to be published; report to be submitted; knowledge exchange opportunity) 
Include a brief description of deliverable if appropriate. 
	Milestone
(start date)
	Milestone (target date of achievement)

	13.1
	
	
	

	13.2
	
	
	

	13.3
	
	
	



	14.  List any Datasets which will be published as result of the project and date by which it will be achieved (mth/yr).  
Add additional lines as required.

	
	Include a brief description of the datasets
	Milestone
(start date)
	Milestone (target date of achievement)

	14.1
	
	
	

	14.2
	
	
	

	14.3
	
	
	




	15a.  Publications/Knowledge and Technology Transfer. 
Please provide details of all planned publications, knowledge transfer opportunities/events over the duration of the project. 

	Output description 
	Target number

	
	Year 1 (2027/28)
	Year 2 (2028/29)
	Year 3 (2029/30)
	Year 4
(2030/31)
	Year 5
(2031/32)

	Refereed scientific publications
	
	
	
	
	

	Non-refereed scientific publications
	
	
	
	
	

	Knowledge transfer/popular articles
	
	
	
	
	

	Knowledge transfer events - 
	to DAERA                                                            
	
	
	
	
	

	
	to key stakeholders
	
	
	
	
	

	
	to the public
	
	
	
	
	




	[bookmark: _Hlk198909690]15b.  Scientific Staff Development. 
Outline the potential for the project to train and develop scientific staff. 

	




	16.  List and detail collaboration with others and explain what their role(s) will be.
List any opportunities that have been identified within this proposal for collaboration with other research Institutions and/or Higher Education Institutes/Industry. 
Add additional lines as required.

	Institution/Company
	Lead Scientist/Collaborator 

	
	

	Detail of Collaboration and Delivery Partnerships (see definition of delivery partnerships in appendices to aid categorisation of costs) (e.g. knowledge exchange, networking, co-funding, resource-sharing).  Also define each collaborators accountability for engagement, data management, evidence products, benefits and impact reporting.

	





	17.  Are there any Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) issues? 
	Y/N

	If yes, please provide details:



	18.  Are there any General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) issues? 
	Y/N

	If yes, please provide details:



	
19.  Project Risk Register – This section MUST be completed.  Please see Annex A





	20.  Project Proofing

	20a.  Does the project require an environmental assessment? 
	Y/N

	If Yes, please identify the person responsible:  

	20b.  Does the project require an animal welfare and ethics assessment? 
	Y/N

	If Yes, please identify the person responsible: 

	20c.  Are there any specific licensing requirements associated with this project? 
	Y/N

	If Yes, please identify the person responsible: 




	[bookmark: RANGE!A12:G35]21.  AFBI’s financial cost of project delivery (Full Economic Cost £’s) 
Please note all research costs are now capital.  A full breakdown of all costs associated with the project must be provided in the FFP Appendices.

Where the cost of an item/salary is likely to increase over time due to inflation, ensure that the increases are included in the cost projections.




[PLEASE INSERT FFP SUMMARY TABLE AS SHOWN IN FFP APPENDICES SPREADSHEET]


	22a.  How will the AFBI costs be funded? 

	
	DAERA
	Other Govt 
Depts
	University
	EU
	Industry 
	Other
	Total

	Funding (£’s)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£

	% of Cost
	
	
	
	
	
	
	%

	Source of funding
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	22b.  How will the non-AFBI research costs be funded?

	
	DAERA
	Other Govt Depts
	University
	EU
	Industry 
	Other
	Total

	Funding (£’s)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£

	% of Cost
	
	
	
	
	
	
	%

	Source of funding
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




	23.  Justification of non-AFBI costs identified and its funding (23b) above – 
For instance, there might be costs falling to CAFRE, Veterinary Service etc. for work carried out, or as a result of knowledge exchange programmes required.   

	Name of Organisation that will be involved in the work
	Describe briefly the work / service required
	Total cost of work /service
£’s
	Give a breakdown of cost incurred per annum
	Which organisation will fund this cost?
	Has it confirmed that it will be able to allocate funding to this work? Y/N

	
	
	
	Year of project (e.g. yr 1)
	£’s
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	24.  Value for Money. 
Outline how the project will deliver on Economy, Efficiency and Effectiveness to deliver Value for Money.

	






IF THE PROPOSAL IS LESS THAN £500k PLEASE COMPLETE QUESTION 25 THEN MOVE TO QUESTION 26


	25.  Alternative Options. 
Is the proposed project scope and level of effort detailed in this proposal the minimum required to meet the research need? If no, please provide justification in the box below.
Please provide narrative in terms of evidence quality, timeliness, feasibility, value for money and likely impact.  

	Y/N
	





IF THE PROPOSAL IS GREATER THAN £500k PLEASE COMPLETE QUESTION 25a (SKIPPING QUESTION 25) BEFORE MOVING TO QUESTION 26 


	25a.  Please confirm that the Options Appraisal in Annex B has been completed and the Full Economic Costs for each Option are included in the Financial Appendices
	




	26.  Recommended PPE completion date: 
(must be no later than 12 months post completion unless rationale to support a later date is provided)
	




	27a.  Data Protection and Freedom of Information Issues
The Department takes data protection and freedom of information responsibilities seriously.  Any personal data supplied in connection with this proposal or generated during the delivery, monitoring, evaluation or reporting of the project will be processed in accordance with the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018.
It takes care to ensure that any personal information supplied to it is dealt with in a way which complies with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 2018.  This means that any personal information you supply will be processed principally for the purpose for which it has been provided.  However, the Department may also use it for other legitimate purposes in line with the Data Protection Act 2018 and Freedom of Information legislation.  These include:
· Administration of the Common Agricultural Policy and other aid schemes;
· The production and safety of food;
· Management of land and other environmental controls;
· Animal health and welfare;
· Occupational health and welfare;
· Compilation of statistics;
· Disclosure to other organisations when required to do so; and
· Disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 where such disclosure is in the public interest.
Where information contains personal data, disclosure will be considered in line with the UK GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018. Where a request relates to environmental information, it may be considered under the Environmental Information Regulations rather than the Freedom of Information Act.


	27b.  FoI Implications
You should state here if any of the information provided in this form would be exempt from release under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, stating specific exemptions where possible.

	



	27c.  This project will adhere to the Data Management Plan (DMP) on the collection, storage and sharing of data.
	Y/N



	28. 28.  This FFP has been prepared by the following AFBI project lead(s):

	Name
	Date

	
	



	29.  29.  This document has been prepared and checked by policy lead(s) and is recommended for approval by the relevant Thematic Board. 

	Name
	Date

	
	



	30. 30.  This document has been approved by the Thematic Board Chair on behalf of the Board and the project may proceed on this basis.

	Name
	Date

	
	




	
ANNEX A:  PROJECT RISK REGISTER – THIS SECTION MUST BE COMPLETED FOR ALL PROPOSALS
A risk is an event (which can be an opportunity or threat) that has not yet happened but, if it did, would impact on the achievement of stated objectives.  An issue is an event that has happened and requires management action either to minimise negative consequences or to maximise positive outcomes – issues can be realised risks. 

List the key risks relating to the completion of the project on time and within budget, the likelihood and impact of the risk, and briefly outline planned controls and mitigating actions which will be taken to manage these risks.  Risks should be project specific.  Examples of risks may include, but are not limited to, impact delivery; evidence uptake; stakeholder engagement; benefits realisation; data availability; key staff retirement; potential for staff to be redeployed (e.g. in emergency response); possible loss of technical support or of equipment resource; failure to complete field trials due to inclement weather; increases in consumables costs. 

Risk Register Completion Guidance
Ref Column
· The Ref ID should be unique and specific to this risk and in sequence from any other risk recorded.
Risk Description, Key Causes and Impact
· A well-articulated risk will be easier to understand and will support the creation of targeted and effective mitigation actions and controls. Risks must describe all three components: the risk event (e.g. what we're not certain about), the cause and the impact to the project objectives. Each risk should be developed using the following structure - There is a risk that [event] due to[cause] which could result in [impact].
· Example There is a risk that [we cannot source sufficient experienced project management skills] due to [a skills shortage] which could result in [delays /delivering key requirements and cost increases]
Inherent Rating – see Likelihood/Impact Matrix below
· This is based on the risk when it was first identified and before any mitigating actions have been put in place (but taking into account any controls that may already be in place and are proven to work).  These scores are created only once and act as a baseline, allowing the risk owner to track the progress of the action plan in managing the risk. These scores will not change.  Where inherent risk likelihood/impact is identified as any combination of medium, high or very high e.g. a score of 6 or above, plans to mitigate the risk must be discussed and agreed with Policy Leads and AFBI Senior Management.
Controls in Place
· List any existing policy, process, procedure, system, or behaviour implemented to manage identified risks and provide assurance that objectives can be achieved.
Current Rating – see Likelihood/Impact Matrix below						
· This assessment takes into account changes to the impact/likelihood as a result of the planned mitigating actions which will be carried out to augment the controls already in place.  Where residual risk likelihood/impact is identified as any combination of medium, high or very high e.g. a score of 6 or above, a risk management approach must be discussed and agreed with Policy Leads and AFBI Senior Management.
Planned Action and Target Completion Date
· Planned mitigating actions are the specific activities that will be undertaken to reduce the likelihood and/or impact of a risk and strengthen the effectiveness of existing controls. These may include addressing control gaps, improving existing controls, or implementing new controls.  Each action should have a proposed date for completion so progress can be tracked.
Risk Owner
· A Risk Owner must be named against each risk. This individual will be responsible for managing the risk.

Likelihood/Impact Matrix
The overall risk score is calculated by multiplying the impact and likelihood scores together as per the 4x4 grid below.  The result will give you a RAG (red, amber, green) rating for the risk that can be compared to other risks on the register.  

[image: ]



Project Risk Register - Add additional lines as required.

	Ref
	Risk Description (include key cause/s and impact)
	Inherent Rating -Likelihood
x Impact
	Controls in Place
	Current Rating - Likelihood x Impact
	Planned Actions and Target Completion Date
	Risk Owner

	1

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2

	
	
	
	
	
	




ANNEX B:  OPTIONS APPRAISAL

(A1) Long list of options considered - List all options that could potentially address the problem (i.e. the gap in research) identified.

	Option No.
	Option description
	Carried forward to costing stage? Y/N

	E.g. 1.


E.g. 2.

E.g. 3. 


E.g. 4


E.g. 5
	Status Quo – no NI research on x.  Rely on research coming forward from other regions of the UK/ROI etc. to advise Policy.

Literature Review only - Carry out literature review only, and use this to advise Policy on way forward.

Small Scale Full Research Option - Carry out literature review, and also survey x farms, and collect y samples, and analyse these for z.  

Medium Scale Full Research Option – Carry out literature review, and also survey __ farms, and collect __ samples, and analyses these for __.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Large Scale Research Option – Carry out literature review, and also survey __ farms, collect __ samples, and analyse these for ___.

	Y


N

N


Y


Y



(A2) Discarding options – For those options that will not be carried forward to the costing stage, describe why each is being discarded.

	Option No.
Discarded
	Reason why option is discarded:

	E.g. 2.


E.g. 3. 


	Need to carry out experimental work on applicability of ….. to NI conditions which differ from …………, therefore, lit. rev. only option will not meet the need identified.

Small scale option….  Not sufficiently representative of …….  Results not likely to be robust enough to inform policy on ……..



(A3) Cost of each option compared.

	
Cost of project delivery (Full Economic Cost £’s) – totals for the project lifetime

	
	Opt __
	Opt __
	Opt __

	AFBI financial costs  
(as per spreadsheet in appendix 3)

	£
	£
	£

	Non-AFBI Financial Costs 
(as per spreadsheet in appendix 3)

	£
	£
	£

	Total Financial Costs
(as per spreadsheet in appendix 3)
	£

	£
	£

	
Rank order of option on basis of least costs (i.e. 1st, 2nd, 3rd)
	

	

	





(A4) Benefits of each option compared
	
(i)  Monetary Benefits:  Where possible, quantify the likely benefits/outcomes[footnoteRef:4] that should arise as a result of each option.  If possible, calculate their monetary value.   [4:  Outcomes – these are the eventual benefits to society that a project is intended to achieve.] 


	
	Opt __
	Opt __
	Opt __


	(i.i)  Estimate of Monetary Benefits

	£
	£
	£

	(i.ii) Justification of monetary benefit figure:
· explain assumptions;
· show how you calculated the level of benefit;
· provide details of the expected timeline for the achievement of the benefit

	
	
	

	(i.iii) Rank order of options by likely level of monetary benefits delivered. (i.e. 1st, 2nd, 3rd).
	
	
	


			
	
(ii)  Non-Monetary Benefits:  Describe how DAERA, and its stakeholders, will derive non-monetary benefits from the research. E.g. environmental, conservation, safety, welfare, customer confidence, social benefits etc.  Social benefits/impacts might include reductions in poverty, improvements in equality etc.    Where quantification of non-monetary benefits is possible, explain and justify assumptions used.

	
	Opt __
	Opt __
	Opt __


	(ii.i) Describe non-monetary benefits:



	
	

	

	(ii.ii)  Rank order of options by likely level of non-monetary benefits delivered (i.e. 1st, 2nd, 3rd).
	

	
	



(A5) Risks associated with each option compared

	
Relative riskiness of each option:

	
	Opt __
	Opt __
	Opt __


	(i) Please indicate if option is high, medium or low risk overall.

(ii) Justify risk category attributed to each option.

	Risk category (i.e. H, M or L):


Justification:
	Risk category (i.e. H, M or L):


Justification:
	Risk category (i.e. H, M or L):


Justification:

	(iii)  Rank order of options by level of risk (i.e. 1st, 2nd, 3rd)
	
	
	


(NB:  Section 19 of the main document asks for a more detailed discussion of the risks associated with the “preferred option” and risk management actions required.)

(A6) Choice of preferred option

	Preferred Option Number
	Rationale for choosing this option as the ‘preferred’ option:

	
	



NB:  The form should be completed using the details of this ‘preferred’ option.
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