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Dear Consultee

Purpose

The main purpose of this consultation is to seek your views on the future rate for charges on bookmakers in Northern Ireland which are paid into the Horse Racing Fund (HRF) administered by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD).  The HRF is used to support the two local racecourses, Downpatrick and Down Royal.
Following this consultation, DARD will fully consider the responses and take them into account in progressing any change to the charges with the Assembly.  It is expected that, subject to the outcome of this consultation, DARD and the Department of Finance and Personnel will bring forward any legislation required to the Assembly in early 2016, to be implemented for the new year’s collection of bookmakers’ contributions.
What comments are requested?
In addition to the Public Consultation document the Regulatory Impact Assessment sets out an assessment of the costs and benefits of the proposals. Views on this assessment, its underlying assumptions and their applicability would be welcomed, especially from smaller bookmakers or other small businesses associated with the equine thoroughbred sector.
An Equality Impact Assessment screening document has also been included.  The Department’s view is that the proposed legislation will have only a minor impact on any of the groups provided for in Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998.  Your views relating to any matter of equality would be welcomed.
You may comment on all or only some of the information included in the consultation.  You may also submit additional comments.  
The consultation documents are available at http://www.dardni.gov.uk/index/consultations.htm.

Comments on the Proposal should be sent 

by e-mail to farmpolicybranch@dardni.gov.uk

Or by post to: 

Andrew Adams
Farm Policy Branch
Room 919
Dundonald house
Upper Newtownards Road
Belfast
BT4 3SB



To Arrive by 5pm on Friday 2 October 2015

Copies of the consultation document can also be made available, on request, in alternative formats e.g. in large print, Braille disc, audio cassette and other languages.  Please contact Sonya Verschuur or, for those with hearing difficulties, leave a message on the Department’s text phone (18002 028 9052 4488)

In line with DARD’s policy of openness, at the end of the consultation period, copies of the responses we receive may be made publicly available from the Department at the above address. The information they contain will also be published in a summary of responses.

If you do not consent to the release of information which you submitted, you must clearly request that your response be treated confidentially.  Any confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system in e-mail responses will not be treated as such a request. You should also be aware that there may be circumstances in which DARD will be required to communicate information to third parties on request in order to comply with its obligations under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Environmental Information Regulations.

Copies of consultation responses will be made available to personal callers or in response to telephone or e-mail requests.  Wherever possible, personal callers should give at least 24 hours notice of their requirements. An administrative charge may be made to cover photocopying and postage costs.

Should you have any comments or complaints about the consultation process (as opposed to comments about the issues which are the subject of consultation) they should be sent to Jonathan Wightman at the address above or by e-mail to farmpolicybranch@dardni.gov.uk . 


Yours sincerely




Andrew Adams
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