 Summary of consultation responses to Zoonoses (Fees) (Amendment) Regulations (NI) 2016
Two options have been identified:
Option 1 
Do nothing, i.e. continue to charge fees at the levels outlined in the current Fees Regulations (The Zoonoses (Fees) (Amendment) Regulations (NI) 2015).

Option 2 
Introduce new legislation with revised fees set at a level to ensure full cost recovery and, where applicable, to pass on savings to industry – Preferred Option.
	Date
	Received From
	Comments
	DARD Response

	13 Jan 2016
	The Ulster Farmers’ Union (UFU)
	The UFU question the 7.2% increase in the cost of taking or supervising the taking of official control samples for the first ½ hour of each visit and the 10.5% increase per ½ hour or part thereof thereafter. To the committee’s knowledge, the 2015 increase in the UK annual inflation rate was 0.1% and the AWE annual growth rate - total pay was 2.4% (http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/key-figures/index.html).  With this in mind, the proposed increases of 7.2% and 10.5% for the taking or supervising the taking of official control samples appears to be excessive and vastly beyond both the rise in inflation and the average wage increase in the UK for the last year. 
Furthermore, given that fuel prices have fallen by almost 29% since 2012 (https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/oil-and-petroleum-products-weekly-statistics) 

the committee would question the Department’s continuation of paying 45p per mile. 

Whilst the committee appreciate that a breakdown of the proposed 2016/17 cost calculation has been included, there is no breakdown for the 2015/2016 cost calculation to enable a comparison of where the increases have occurred. Furthermore, there is no breakdown of this calculation for each subsequent ½ hour or part thereof to a) justify the increase b) justify why any additional time should be valued at a higher price than the initial half hour c) compare it to the 2015/2016 cost calculation to decide whether or not the increases can be justified.

	DARD is obliged, by Government policy agreement (Managing Public Money in NI – MPMNI) with the Department of Finance and Personnel (DFP), to recover the full costs of these services. Therefore the fees have been amended to levels that reflect the full costs to the Department.  On this occasion, the majority of the fees have reduced and the Department has a responsibility to ensure that these savings are passed on to the Industry.
The Departments staff costs are calculated using the DARD Ready Reckoner.  The figures used when calculating the fee for staff time in taking or supervising the taking of an official control sample are based on Full Staff Costs.  This includes remuneration, overheads in respect of support services, for example, HR Services, plus the cost of providing accommodation, including utilities.
The mileage rate of 45p per mile is set centrally by the Department of Finance and Personnel and has not changed since April 2011.  
The DARD element of the fees did not increase in 2015/16 and was only subject to a very minor increase of £0.91 in 2014/15.  Overall, this equates to an average of 2.9 % per annum over the past 3 years. 

	13 Jan 2016
	The Association of Veterinary Surgeons Practising in Northern Ireland (AVSPNI)
	We, the members of the Association of Veterinary Surgeons Practising in Northern Ireland (AVSPNI), are of course reluctant to see fee increases imposed upon our already hard-pressed poultry farming clients. Nevertheless we appreciate the financial constraints under which the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development has to operate in the current climate of fiscal austerity. We are however somewhat dismayed to note that legislative amendments to the Zoonoses (Fees) Regulations (NI) 2011 proved necessary 2013, 2014 and 2015 and that moves are currently afoot to amend the charges again. We note that, unlike the Northern Ireland Poultry Health Assurance Scheme, participation of the industry in the various Salmonella eradication schemes is mandatory under EU Regulation 2160/2003. As the purpose of these schemes is to control a zoonotic disease that is of potentially serious public health significance rather than simply to improve the health and welfare of our clients’ poultry flocks, and given the very recent updating of the fees levied from the participants in the various Salmonella control schemes, we would question the reluctance of DARD to bear any part of the cost of these schemes. While we feel it is vital to the success of Northern Ireland’s key agricultural and food export industries that our flocks should continue to be monitored for the presence of Salmonella spp. we remain to be convinced of the need for the introduction of full cost recovery into the assessment of the fees due under the Zoonoses (Fees) (Amendment) Regulations (NI) 2016.
	DARD is obliged, under Government policy agreement (Managing Public Money in NI – MPMNI) with the Department of Finance and Personnel (DFP), to recover the full costs of these services. Therefore the fees have been amended to levels that reflect the full costs to the Department.  

On this occasion, some of the fees have been reduced and it is equally important that these savings are passed on to the Industry.   The Regulations must therefore be amended to ensure that this saving is passed to the poultry industry.




