























NIEA will look at how they can best distribute their funding to align with
the new proposals.
EMG would encourage schemes directed at:-
Protection of European designated habitats.
Protection of European designated species.
Reduction of pollutants.
Reduction of nitrates.
o Protection of heritage features in the countryside.
Incorporating the Natural Capital Approach.
¢ Holistic farm based approach.
¢ For Example; “Complimentary role of the sheep in the LFA”. A National
Sheep Association (NSA) publication setting out the case for valuing
the contribution of sheep in the hills.....
Range of measurable benefits — ensuring DARD buy-in — agriculture in
the economy.
e Maintaining social fabric.
Carbon storage — Managing heather.
Public benefit.
Maintaining Landscape character.
Social Benefit.
Meat, Wool — food security.
aking it happen.
NIEA have established an inter group DARD working team —
Michael Meharg/Diane Stevenson are joint chairs.
e Each Directorate is represented.
¢ An HRA working group has been established — B Davidson leads.
¢ Integrated working on the agri food strategy is being developed through
the Innovation Trial on the Agri Food Strategy.
e Developing engineered solutions project has been developed with the
South West College.

.z.....

New Revenue Innovation Trial

Why New Revenue?

e Reduced funding from central government.

¢ Increased targets for delivery of public services - more with less!

o External funding is available and EMG could source this and maximise
this.

¢ External funding model can develop new and innovative delivery
opportunities — more from less!

Met Investment Funders from London and they reported there is funding
available.

More for us.

e Work to deliver new innovative collaborative solutions with others ...
shared funded projects, funded bonds, pension fund investments LIFE
bids.



¢ More proactive seeking of external funding, EU funding, Partnership
working DEFRA mapping, NPWS Interreg project DARD CAP reform
delivery.

Ms Stevenson reported that NIEA met with Baker-Tilly consultants:
Looking at funding for:

Water etc towards cost of infrastructure and repairs. Water needs a
significant amount of money to improve infrastructure: £50M investment
project with 3-4% return.

Built Heritage — NIEA put significant funding into securing old and derelict
building managing their Health and Safety risks. Could these monies be
more advantageously used to support a wider funded building restoration
project funded through an environmental bond?

Peatland — retaining carbon, reducing flooding risks.

A paper was taken to the Board about three weeks ago and the green
light was given to take to the next stage.

CAP reform - £300m may be influenced to achieve environmental
outcomes.

INTERREG - proposal for £40m environmental funding measure
submitted — water/natural environment and built heritage.

More from us:

e Partnership and collaborative working, DARD, NIW, NGOs.

¢ Identify new innovative strategic projects to delivery with partners.
Tourism, health and well being Buildings at risk — Climate change
mitigation, science and evidence hub.

e Maximise current funding monies and match fund this to grow fund,
Article 18 CAP, Article 31 SFP, Co fund DARD in RDP measures agri
tourism etc.

(Article 18 — money within new RDF to establish improved infrastructure to
support DARD with appropriate science and evidence. Article 31 —
advisory services)

Developing IT — Biggest issue for NIEA.

MAGIC — funding. EA have the ultimate in data base for science and
evidence dissemination to field level. NIEA are seeking to develop a
system to disseminate science and evidence to all stakeholders on a very
limited budget.

Targets.
e Develop Integrated LIFE Bid.

e Develop INTERREG proposal £20M across EMG.
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e Develop plans to lever £2.5M-£3.0M through DARD RDP by December
2013 — Agri tourism/agri environment schemes.

e Examine the merit of developing and develop an integrated funding
team solution within EMG.

e Develop IT infrastructure solutions to support delivery — DEFRA/JNCC
potential project to develop site management plans to support DARD
engagement.

Recommendation to EMG Board.

e Develop an integrated LIFE bid.

e To review existing EMG grant programmes and propose improved
delivery model.

e To lever match funding 2:1 for £4M EMG pot.

e Integrated solution to DARD CAP opportunities to secure £300M
heritage and environment support 2014-2020.

e To review EMG funding delivery to implement most appropriate to
delivery on approved recommendations.

The Council broke for lunch and Mr B Jack left the meeting at this stage.

After lunch the Council made the following comments:-

The presentation was very refreshing with encouraging enthusaism .
There is availability of funding, but without exception people with funding
are looking at a return on their investment and how they can exit the
project once they have realised return on their investment. They are also
looking for clear projects.

Caution over Venture Capital was urged, with the example of PFI projects
cited as a warning. Carbon offsetting schemes were also cited, showing
the need to get a long term approach looking at the cost of the whole life
of a project.

There are issues with identity between EMG and NIEA. Ms Stevenson
pointed out that integration between the various elements of EMG is the
goal.

The need to use outcomes as the starting point for funding, not pots of
money.

What is involved in the proposed LIFE bid? This is a UK-wide bid led by
DEFRA. It will be shaped and scoped by a consultant, but the PAF will set
the framework. It was suggested that it would be important to hold DEFRA
to account and set clear boundaries.

It was pointed out that MAGIC is a JNCC — Natural England collaboration
and does not cover Northern Ireland.

Opportunity to make use of Climate Agenda to get funding to farmers for
management of bog land to increase carbon sequestration. The Agri-
Forestry sector is becoming more interested in sequestration as
evidenced by the setting up of a sub-group on this topic under the
Greenhouse gas Implementation Partnership.

Seagrass beds should also be looked at with regard to sequestration.
Concern was raised about a recent AFBI research paper where the
message was that addressing carbon is expensive for Northern Ireland
with very little environmental gain. This represented a simplistic modelling
of a single scenario, and needed to be accompanied by 'health warnings'.
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- CNCC's response to DARD consultation on the RDP. The Deputy
Chairman pointed out the difficulties posed by the lack of detail,
particularly on agri-environment schemes in the document. He had
organised a presentation from DARD to CNCC and eNGOs in Dundonald
House on the afternoon of 8 October 2013. He would circulate some
emerging thoughts to members before then.

- The importance of a Land Use Strategy — this idea is being developed by
NIEA, with strong support from Helen Anderson. The landscape architects
are working on this, basing their approach on the Scottish model. Ms
Stevenson advised that Council should ask Mansil Miller to address
Council on this issue as he has engagement with this and especially the
European Landscape Convention.

Ms Stevenson commented as follows:-

- Some confusion with regard to EMG rebranding. At present we all
operate as one group and working at getting together and rebranding.
Internally we refer to Environmental and Marine Group but externally we
refer to NIEA. The Chief Executive is resolving this issue.

- Natural Heritage Research Partnership currently include Marine. Marine
money sits in that pot.

- Response to DARD should stress a “Clear focus on where money is
needed (Article 17) — and a strong delivery based on outcomes, ie, an
outcome based scheme.

- In the process of setting up a group looking at LIFE, may be looking at
New Revenue/LIFE integrated team. Going out to tender soon for
consultants, for approximately 4-5 months, to investigate potential for a
bid and developing a framework for this.

- Definitely long term project working with DARD and LIFE.

- Valuing our peatlands is to be developed into a Natural Capital project
example. This is supported by an NHRP research project on valuing
peatlands.

The Chairman commended Ms Stevenson in working with DARD and reiterated
the following comments:-

- Notes of caution are clear from members.

- This is a terrific opportunity.

- There will be issues around how you get the projects you want.

- It will be difficult to get money from private investors without paying a cost.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The Chairman apologised that he has not yet finalised the minutes of the
CNCC meeting held on 8 March 2013.

The Chairman also apologies that he has not yet finalised the minutes of the
CNCC meeting held on 9 July 2013.
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MATTERS ARISING

8.1 NIEA Reorganisation

Changes outlined to CNCC in January are not proceeding, but will follow the
conclusion of the ongoing review of structure and functions.

8.2 Windmill Hill LNR
Renny McKeown has written to Woodland Trust about a Management Plan but

has yet to receive a response.

8.3 Howard Platt
The Chairman had received a letter fro Terry A'Hearn stating that he hoped to
re-employ Howard, but that there were issues with his health at present.

8.4 Marine Working Group

Intertidal Harvesting - Caroline Nolan has re-written the paper, and the
recommendations were considered to be valid and were accepted.The paper
has been forwrdwd to DOE and DARD.

Shoreline Management Workshop - The Chairman reported that the Shoreline
Management Planning Workshop is to take place on 12 November 2013.
There had been some difference of opinion with Planning Service about the
outcomes that are sought from this event, but CNCC were committed to the
following:-

- Recognition of the dynamic nature of the boundary between marine and
terrestrial environments.

Recognition of the need to undertake a review of what our coasts are
doing.

- Bringing the issues to the attention of the Minister.

However achieving these outcomes depends on the audience present and we
need to get Planning Service, DARD and DRD all on board. It is also important
to recognise that we cannot do this work without stakeholder involvement.

Dr Berman asked about the Coastal and Marine Forum. Prof Orford reported
that the Coastal and Marine Group has no Chairman at the moment, buit the
post had been advertised.

8.5 Chalara Ash Die Back — NIEA to bring further update to the Council. The
Vice Chairman is to send a draft letter to DARD Forest Service on the need to
continue planting locally grown ash to Council members for comments. Mr
Cunningham reported that he had written to DARD personally regarding
Chalara Ash Die Back but without effect. The Republic of Ireland is planting
Ash which has not left the confines of the Republic. There has been no
planting of Ash in Northern Ireland this year.

The Vice Chairman recorded that there has been no report of Ash Die Back this
year.

Prof Orford reported that Ash Die Back had been found in Devon. The Ash Die
Back found in these trees has reportedly been there for 15 years. This problem
may have been around for longer than we thought.
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Mr Corbett reported that he is taking forward genetic work on Ash at the
moment through the NHFRP.

The Chairman will write to the Forest Service highlighting the need to continue
planting Ash.

8.6 PPS2 .

The Chairman has written to the Minister regarding PPS2 Supplementary
Guidance, receiving a reply dated 4 September 2013, which stated that this
would be considered in parallel with the Strategic (Single) Planning Statement
that is currently being developed.

It was pointed out that the Guidance on the Biodiversity Duty had also not
appeared. It was agreed that the Chairman should write to the Minister on this
issue as well.

Action: The Chairman to write to the Minister regarding Biodiversity Duty
Guidance Chairman

8.7 ASSI Designation Programme
Mr Corbett reported that there is a Programme for Government (PFG) target on
this. Itis planned to designate 15 ASSis this year.

Ms Stevenson explained that NIEA would not be in a position to estimate
numbers for next year until after their next senior management meeting, noting
that 15 designations was in the Programme for Government for the next two
years.

The Council is concerned about the current progress and NIEA to bring an
update to the November meeting.

8.8 Birds Directive Article 12 Reporting

Mr Corbett reported that there is a corresponding report on SPA birds. This is
the 10" individual report. This report is carried out every three years. It was
agreed that the ongoing SPA review and the Article 12 Report would be
discussed at the next CNCC meeting. It was recorded that popuiation
estimates are being taken at UK level. The public consultation starts on

7 October for four weeks ending 4 November. It will be on the JNCC website.
Mr Corbett is to send link to Secretariat who will forward to Mr Wolsey,

Mr Cunningham, the Chairman and the Vice Chairman.

Action: Mr Corbett to send link to Article 12 Consultation to Secretariat to
forward to selected members. Mr Corbett/Secretariat

8.9 SPA Review

The Vice Chairman recorded some outstanding business in this review,
regarding changing population number and breeding areas. JNCC will report
on this Review.
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8.10 CNCC Report
A small group of CNCC members is to be set up to discuss this, including the
Chairman, the Vice Chairman, Prof Orford and Prof Christie.

CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS

Marine Bill

Marine Act published on 17 September 2013. On 18 September 2013
Strangford was made a Marine Conservation Zone.

Mr Archdale had circulated a strategy documents on MCZ designation to the
members and asked them to return their comments.

World Heritage Site Steering Group

The NI Executive had rejected outright the IUCN Mission report into the
development of the golf resort adjacent to the WHS. They were not intending to
provide the condition report requested by UNESCO. It was widely felt that this
left UNESCO with little or no alternative to putting the site on the endangered
list. The question of DCMS'’s role and responsibilities with regard to the WHS
was raised, and it was suggested that they have little appetite for becoming
involved, even though they are the State Party.

Prof Orford reported that the National Trust Environmental Panel now has full
analysis of what was going on and had recommended extending a hand to the
developer to work with them and try to seek a better approach. The NT would
also receive bad publicity if the site was put on the endangered list.

Chair of the Environment Committee

The Chairman and Vice Chairman met with Anna Lo MLA and discussed the

following issues:-

- Planning Bill. _

- World Heritage Site.

- National Parks/Landscape Protection.

- Biodiversity Strategy.

- Natural Capital.

- Aarhus Convention that gives citizens right to obtain environmental
information.

Dr Cooper left the meeting at this stage.

Review of balance of competencies

Dr Berman reported that the Fisheries consultation is now open. CNCC would
be keen to partake in discussions and wish to know if Marine Division was
responding to the consultation.

Political Statements
Statements from: Mr Peter Robinson and Ms Diane Dodds MEP.

Chairman's post

The Chairman reported that his Chairmanship term ends in February 2014.
The process to appoint new CNCC Chairman will begin shortly. Competition
will be advertised on 11 November 2013 with a closing date of 6 December
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2013. Interviews will take place in mid January with the new Chairman to be
appointed in March 2014.

BBC Invite

The Chairman received a BBC National Trustee’s invitation to discuss
impartiality of the BBC’s coverage of rural areas of the UK. Mr Archdale will be
attending this event and the Chairman asked members to send any points to Mr
Archdale.

The Chairman circulated papers on:-

- Seascape Character Assessment — 8 August 2013.

- Agroforestry Greenhouse Gas Implementation Partnership —
Sequestration Sub Group — 5 September 2013.

- AFBI Report on the effect of GHG Mitigation Policy on the agri-food
section in NI — 11 September 2013.

- World Heritage Site Steering Group — 12 September 2013.

- DARD Postgraduate Studentships Seminar — 18 September 2013.

- TB Stakeholders Working Group — 18 September 2013.

CNCC WORKING PROGRAMME

The CNCC working programme was circulated to members at the meeting.

The following items were added:-

- A Strategic Planning Policy Statement for NI (SPPs) — Planning for
Sustainable Development — 2 October 2013 — Chairman attending.

- Environmental Planning Seminar — Spotlight on SEA — 21 October 2013 —
Vice Chairman attending.

- Challenging Funding — 16 October 2013 — Prof Christie to send to
Secretariat to circulate to CNCC members.

- Built Heritage — 28 October 2013 - Prof Christie to send to Secretariat to
circulate to CNCC members.

- Food Waste — end of November 2013 - Prof Christie to send to Secretariat
to circulate to CNCC members.

- Joint NIEL/NIEA Advisory Councils Meeting — 5 December 2013 - Prof
Christie to send to Secretariat to circulate to CNCC members.

CNCC WORKING GROUP REPORTS
A report on the Marine Working Group was given earlier in the meeting.

MEMBERS REPORTS

Seascape
No further consultation. Report due to be published in November 2013.

SEAGEN
Dr Berman reported that the taking of mitigation measures did not happen due
to corrosion and boat collision. Mitigation plan will look at certain areas of the
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coast. There is no cohesion in the project. Dr Berman will be sending a copy
of papers to the Chairman and Mr Traill.

Mussels — Blue Mussels on turbine. Where are they in the wider area? A joined
up approach is to looking at surveys.

Lagan Valley Laganscape HLP Project

Mr Hughes had reported to the Chairman that there needs to be continuity of
Governance and Managers on the project.

It was also reported that the Heart of the Glens Landscape Project Manager
has just left. '

The Mourne Heritage Trust is the only Landscape Partnership with continuity of
management.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Events Lists

The Chairman, Professor Orford and Mr Traill all tabled the events they
attended since the last meeting held on 9 July 2013.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Water Boreholes
Mr Traill noted that the NIEA Website has not been updated since 1997.

DARD Abstractions
Mr Traill asked how they keep records updated?

Mr Archdale said that he is attending a meeting next week where he will raise
this issue.

Waste Water
Mr Traill noted that there is no duty placed on a house owner to increase the
size of the septic tank when putting an extension onto their house.

Grease Traps

Fat bergs — Mr Traill noted that, as yet, no one has been seriously prosecuted.
There is no duty in the Northern Ireland Building Control regulations to have
grease traps.

Anaerobic Digesters

The issue of Anaerobic Digesters was discussed with the following issues being
raised:-

- 13% extra grassland required.

- 80% dairy products exported.

- Discrepancy in agri-food strategy with regard to Anaerobic Digesters.

- Nitrogen Deposition.

- Chemical Nitrogen application .

Consultation has just issues on guidelines for Anaerobic Digesters.
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Mr Witchell invited Council members to visit Blakiston Houston Estate
Dundonald to see the Anaerobic Digesters.

Mr Traill noted that AFBI also has a Greenfinch AD Plant.

Secretariat will e-mail to all Council members to gain their interest in visiting
these sites.

Action: Secretariat to e-mail Council members to gain their interest in
visiting Anaerobic Digester sites. Secretariat

DEFRA
Consultation on Biodiversity Offsetting. There is considerable opposition to the
concept from NGOs, but governments seem keen on it.

Our Living Sea
Dr Berman had booklets called “Our Living Sea” for each County in Northern
ireland and circulated to members.

DATE FOR THE NEXT MEETING - 29 NOVEMBER 2013
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