




















of vegetation within a varied topography. The heathland communities exhibit a
well defined altitudinal 'sequence from lowland through to upland heath, while
transitional communities throughout this gradation contribute to the overall
interest of the area.

Below 250m in height the heath is often characterised by the abundance of
Western Gorse Ulex gallii. This type of vegetation is generally restricted to the
warm, oceanic regions of lowland Britain, and its occurrence so far north is
notable. This heath gives way upslope to vegetation in which Heather Calluna
vulgaris and Bell Heather Erica cinerea are the dominant elements, forming the
most widespread heath community on Clermont and Anglesey Mountain. At
higher altitudes, transitional communities with species such as Bilberry
Vaccinium myrtillus occur. On the lower slopes and in hollows the damp
microclimate allows wet heaths to develop. This community is characterised by
the prominence of Cross-leaved Heath Erica tetralix, Common Cottongrass
Eriophorum angustifolium, Bog Asphodel Narthecium ossigfragum and
Sphagnum bog-mosses. Some of the slopes are flushed by mineral rich waters
and are dominated by sedges such as Carex dioica and Carex viridula with
herbs such as Succisa pratensis.

Extensive areas of dry Heath are quite scarce in Northern Ireland and there are
only 10 sites scattered around Northern Ireland. Carlingford Mountain SAC in
the Republic of Ireland directly abuts the Clermont and Anglesey Mountain.
There has been burning on parts of the site, but in general management seems
to have been about right on this site, with 3 or 4 landowners. Current
management has not yet been discussed with the landowners.

Council Members comments:-
What are the implications of maintaining Good Agricultural and
Environmental Condition for the management of the western gorse, which
could be considered to be scrub? Is Cross Compliance enough to protect
sites such as this', or is it essential to bring them into Agri-environment
Schemes.
Grazing - is there a preference for cattle and horses or might NIEA want
to keep operations open to sheep at this stage.

NIEA Comments:-
Notifiable operations are still in place to prevent certain actions taking
place.

5.6 Knockadoo Wood
Extent - 7.01 ha.
This 7.01 ha wood is situated to the north of Cookstown, just west of
Moneymore. It is a long-established woodland which has developed along a
steep-sided valley running from west to east along a tributary of the Ballymully
River to the south of Knockadoo Hill. The majority of the woodland occurs on
the south facing slopes·with two pockets of woodland on north-facing slopes to
the south of the stream. At the eastern extent of the woodland, the valley floor
levels out resulting in waterlogged conditions. This variety of environmental
conditions has promoted the development of several distinctive woodland plant
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communities. As a result, the area is one of the richest for woodland plants in
the Sperrins region.

The composition and structure of the wood reflects the variation in
environmental conditions in addition to past and present management
conditions. Most of the wood occurs on acidic soils on the steep-sided slopes
where the canopy is dominated by Downy Birch Betula pubescens and mature
Oak Quercus spp. In localised pockets where the soils are deeper and more
base-rich, Ash Fraxinus excelsior and Hazel Corylus avellana are more
characteristic of the canopy and at the eastern end of the woodland where soils
are waterlogged the dominant trees are Alder Alnus glutinosa and Willow Salix
spp.

There is a varied ground floor community with quite a high species diversity.
The Ancient Woodland· Register shows that the wood has a long lineage. To
set it in its geographical context, there is a concentration of this type of
woodland in the Sperrins and around west Fermanagh.
In general woodlands do not need a lot of management, though it is important
to ensure that it is not heavily grazed.

Council Members comments:-
This is an area that the Countryside Survey highlighted, associated with
very species-rich hedges.
Suggestion of combining the various parts of the site within a single
boundary.
Many woodlands do need more active management - ancient woodland
has often survived because it is actively managed. There is not enough
guidance as to why this is area is designated, particularly on the most
important feature, the composition of the soil and vegetation. It is also
important to stress that this is a climax community developed over very
long time scales.
On a site where you are thinking of long term objectives, it is essential to
build the right sort of relationship with landowners.

NIEA Comments:-
The area to the north east has been brought in as it is now woodland.
Mr Corbett will check a couple of areas for the reason for not including
them in the ASSI. :
In terms of urgent management of wood, not a lot of management
required, except preventing uncontrolled felling.

Mr Corbett to investigate all the issues raised by the Council members.

The Chairman thanked Mr Corbett for his presentation.

CNCC endorsed all the ASSls presented.

6. CURRENT PROGRESS WITH THE ASSI PROGRAMME
Mr Corbett gave an update on the progress with the ASSI Programme.
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Introduction
NI began its ASSI declaration programme in 1985. It still lags well behind the
rest of the UK in terms of its ASSI/SSSI network (around 7% of land designated
compared to around 10% for the UK as a whole).

NIEA is currently working towards the completion of the bulk of the programme
by 2016 ("The Priority List"), although the recent ASSI Review (presented to
CNCC in 2012) acknowledged that the completion date is now more likely to be
2018. This estimate is based upon a figure of 15 new ASSls declared per year.

The actual declaration process has become much more complex over time and
requires co-operative efforts from four functional units - field surveyors from
Conservation Science (CS), liaison officers from Regional Operations (RO),
administrative staff from Conservation Designations and Protection (CDP), and
data mapping specialists from Evidence Team in Biodiversity Unit (BDU) - all
working together to a very tight schedule. CS is clearly the "front-end" of the
process , but bottle-necks can occur anywhere in the system.

Programme for Government Targets
Currently, there are around a dozen proposed ASSls that have been approved
by CNCC but not designated. However , many of these have issues that may
well prove difficult to resolve in the short-term, such as ongoing planning
applications and liaison issues.

In ideal conditions, there would be a large pool of potential ASSls that can be
used to keep the system "primed" . These potential ASSls are normally
identified during a reconnaissance survey (in-house or contract) ; they are then
given more detailed survey to confirm ASSI status. Generally, the more
detailed survey will take place during one field season, with write-up and report
during the following winter. Sites are then presented to CNCC in winter or
spring, with the aim being to declare in the following year. In normal
circumstances, therefore, ASSls have a "lead-in time" of around 2 years - even
longer for larger and more complex sites .

We currently have around 10 additional sites that should be presented to
CNCC in November and January - but not all of these have the potential for
"fast-tracking" as ASSls in 2013/14. With such a small pool of sites "in the
pipeline", the Programme for Government (PfG) target of 15 ASSI declarations
per year for 2013/14 and 2014/15 is going to be very difficult to achieve.

Resources and Priorities
It is worth considering why the programme has become so challenging to
deliver:-
1. Resources within CS

Over the last few years, the numbers of CS staff have decreased - the
loss of an Earth Scientist HSO has been particularly damaging to the
programme. In addition, we currently have several staff off on sick and
maternity leave.
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2. Competing priorities within CS
Completing the Article 17 report placed great pressure on CS staff. More
recently, the Article 12 SPA Report and the SPA Review have also been
taking up a large amount of CS resources, and will continue to do so for
some time. In addition, there is a huge volume of planning casework, a
large proportion of which is generated by windfarm applications.

Lack of adequate resources and other work priorities have led to the pool
of sites for CS to progress as ASSls dwindling away. The net result is
that CS is simply unable to deliver sufficient pASSls to maintain a
declaration rate of 15 ASSls per year.

The Way Forward - A Partial Solution
One option that we are currently examining is setting up a partnership
agreement with Geological Survey (GSNI) to develop a support programme for
geo-conservation. Through this means, NIEA would part-support a post at
GSNI to deliver some of our earth science work needs, principally on the ASSI
designation programme. GSNI and NIEA already have a service-level
agreement in place and this could be extended, with NIEA providing a level of
funding for an agreed time period to give us an assured earth science input to
the ASSI programme. In addition, it would allow progress to be made on a
range of other issues for NIEA (e.g. site condition monitoring).

Allocation of some proportion of this post (to be agreed) as NIEA support officer
would provide NIEA with an appropriately qualified geologist with experience of
geo-conservation issues, together with backup support from staff of GSNI.
Preliminary discussions with senior staff in GSNI have been positive and we
are hopeful that this arrangement could be in place in April 2014.

This solution could provide NIEA with between 10-15 earth science ASSls per
year for the duration of the contract, and should enable us both to meet current
PfG targets, and to work towards the completion of the Priority List by 2018.

Mrs Stevenson noted that firstly, possibly the designation process is not
enough and the PfG target should include management. Secondly, the PfG
target should include designation but not specify designation. Thirdly, it should
now be possible to specify which posts are specialists, and advertise and
appoint them as such. Geologist posts stick out as specialist. In terms of taking
the process forward, NIEA is fire fighting at the moment, but is planning to take
on approximately 50 new entrants at a graduate level in the next few months,
which will be a help but.not an overall solution.

Council raised the question of geomorphological expertise that was required as
well as geological.

Mrs Stevenson reported that there is a Land Matters Task Force meeting
shortly and that this CNCC meeting is timely and important. Mrs Kirkpatrick
stated that NIEA will take a number of points discuss today to the Land Matters
Task Force meeting. There is a Need to do something, need to be up front
about this, spoke to landscape architects, and work with land matters task
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force. Risk is all work on our own and come up with different ideas. We have
got a plan, and this area of work will fall to a Landscape Architects team. Plan
to set up internal groups, with first group working on landscape character
assessment, second group developing a national landscape strategy. Suggest
work on a month or so, report to CNCC at January meeting.

Mr Archdale reported on being at a conference where the keynote speaker in
the morning was Ms Sally Thomas, Scottish Government, head of unit that
introduced land use strategy in Scotland. This has been extremely successful
in Scotland as they started at the bottom. It is essential that the same
approach is taken in Northern Ireland.

Broke for Lunch
Ms Stevenson, Mr Corbett and Mr Enlander left the meeting at this stage.
Mr Wolsey left the meeting at this stage.

7. CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS
The Chairman apologised for his failure to complete some work, explaining that
he had been diverted by a range of other pressures on his time. These
included:-
• Appointment of a new Chief Executive for NIEL
• Challenge Fund Judging - 377 applications.
• Recruitment of new Chairman for CNCC - the paperwork has been

agreed and advertisement placed.

Professor Orford reported that Dr Dai Roberts, Queen's University Belfast, is
the new Chairman of the Coastal Marine Forum.

Planning Bill:-
The Minister decided not to proceed with the Planning Bill on 22 October 2013.
The Chairman and Vice Chairman were summoned to a meeting with the
Minister on 17 October 2013 along with a group of Environmental NGOs. A
broader group of business and academic interests met the Minister prior to the
eNGO meeting. Both groups advised the Minister to abandon the Planning Bill,
giving a wide range of reasons why they felt that it would be disastrous.

SAC Chairmen meeting the Minister:-
This has been arranged for 5 December 2013. It has been agreed that we
should raise the issue of a land use strategy.

Windfarms: -
The Chairman joined HMC on Knockdhu ASAI on 14 November 2013 -looking
at a proposal for a windfarm consisting of 11 turbines. The landscape is full of
archaeological remains, creating an important cultural landscape that will be
completed changed by the windfarm. It also lies within the Antrim Coast and
Glens AONB. Two other AONBs are also under threat from large scale
windfarm developments - Benevenagh and the Sperrins. The main problem
seems to be that once one windfarm is approved within an AONB it opens the
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floodgates for many more applications and a higher probability of further
approvals.

8. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The Chairman apologies that he has not yet finalised the minutes of the CNCC
meeting held on 8 March 2013, 9 July 2013 and 27 September 2013.

9. MATTERS ARISING
European Union Funds Update - The Chairman wrote to the Chief Executive of
NIEA to request an extended contract is offered to Professor Platt to bring the
important projects he is working on to a conclusion. The Chief Executive
responded stating that he was keen to re-employ Professor Platt, and was
exploring the mechanisms for doing so.

Management of Periwinkle Harvesting - the Marine Working Group to consider
the intertidal harvesting issue at their next meeting.

Chalara Ash Die Back - The Chairman will write to the Forest Service
highlighting the need to continue planting Ash.

AONB Protection and Management
The Chairman to draft a letter, to Mr T A'Hearn, which he will circulate to CNCC
members for comment, before sending.
Action:- Chairman

The Chairman reported that a Land Matters Task Force had been set up under
the auspices of NIEL, and that this is a timely and important development. The
Task Force has set up two sub-groups, covering Landscape Strategy and Land
Use Strategy respectively. Mrs Stevenson stated that NIEA will work closely
with the Land Matters Task Force while remaining formally outside it. NIEA are
progressing a programme of work on landscape, which will be carried out by
the Landscape Architects team. The plan is to set up two internal groups, with
first group working on revision of landscape character assessment, and the
second group developing a national landscape strategy. Progress will be
reported to CNCC at the January meeting.

Mr Archdale reported on the last meeting of the Land Matters Task Force
where the keynote speaker was Ms Sally Thomas, Scottish Government, head
of unit that introduced land use strategy in Scotland. This has been extremely
successful in Scotland as they ensured stakeholder buy-in through a bottom-up
approach. It is essential that the same approach is taken in Northern Ireland if
we are to have any chance of success.

PPS2
The Chairman to write to the Minister, regarding PPS2 Supplementary
Guidance. The Chairman had written, and received a reply stating that the
publication of the SPG would follow the adoption of the Strategic Planning
Policy Statement.
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ASSI Programme
The Council is concerned about the current progress and NIEA to bring an
update to the November meeting. NIEA had updated Council at this meeting.

Article 12
Mr Corbett to send link to Article 12 Consultation to Secretariat to forward to
selected members. Secretariat sent this to CNCC members.

Anaerobic Digesters Visit on 26 November 2013
Members reported that the visit to the AFBI site was not very satisfactory, with
detailed discussion beinq discouraged. By contrast the experience at the
second site was very useful. They had been seeking clarification on the impact
on grassland, and were given fairly good reassurance from Blakiston Houston
Estates that they were looking carefully at it and would send a paper to Mr
Archdale who will circulate it to CNCC. Blakiston Houston Estates are keen to
utilise any organic waste as feedstock for the digester but have only got
planning permission for slurry and silage. The use of non-agricultural organic
matter requires a completely different licence. Their financial return is through
ROCS. They are also exploring the use of the heat generated by the digester,
currently used to dry timber, but because of their location there is potential for
district heating.

Shoreline Management Conference
The Chairman reported that this had been a very successful conference. The
Chairman thanked Professor Orford for organising the speakers who provided
an excellent logical sequence to the conference, as well as clear, well­
presented contributions. There had been a terrific attendance and a good
discussion and workshop session with a very high level of agreement.

Mr Archdale noted that Mr Chris Boomer is going to be taking on the area
planning function and had agreed to meet with the Chairman and the Vice
Chairman in January. Secretariat to arrange a date for this meeting.
Action: Secretariat

Mr Wolsey returned to the meeting.

10. CNCC WORKING PROGRAMME
The CNCC working programme was circulated to members at the meeting.
The following items were added:-

Debate on the Agri-food Strategy on 10 December 2013 - Chairman.
DEFRA Review Fisheries Conferences - discuss with Marine Division.
2ih round of offshore - like to have a look at.
TB Stakeholders - 4 December 2013.
WHS Steering Group - 9 January 2014.
Implementing the Bio Diversity Duty - 28 January 2014.
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Biodiversity Strategy - the Deputy Chairman gave brief background. Currently
with printers and will go out to consultation for return in March. Secretariat to
circulate Biodiversity Strategy to CNCC members, when it becomes available.

Action:-
Secretariat to send out Biodiversity Strategy to members when it becomes
available. Secretariat

Strategic Planning Policy Statement - Chairman at meeting called by Planning
Policy Division, involving range of stakeholders including many eNGOs.
Planning Service proposal made good sense, if they could follow the Scottish
model, but the fact that it would be preceded by a Northern Ireland Executive
statement means that it will remain vulnerable to political manipulation. A SEA
of the SPPS is running in parallel to the evolution of the document and the
Chairman had commented extensively on the scoping document for it
highlighting a number of gaps.

11. CNCC WORKING GROUP REPORTS
Marine Working Group Minutes for meeting on 9 September 2013 were
circulated at the meeting.

2/10 - SPPS
8/10 - Agri-Environment Schemes.
16/10 - Celebration of last year's Challenge Fund Event.
Paper on Natural Heritage - overseeing role.
20/10- NIEL Heritage Conference.
31/10 - Areas of Natural Constraint.
6111 - CAP Pillar 1.
21/11 - JNCC - protected areas.

Professor Orford left the meeting at this stage.

12. MEMBERS REPORTS
Strangford and Lecale Outdoor Recreation Forum
Mr Andrew Upton attended the Strangford and Lecale Outdoor Recreation
Forum on 10 October 2013, 7.00-9.00 pm at Mount Stewart and had filed a
written report

CEDaR
Dr Cooper reported that CEDaR has produced an Annual Report, giving details
of the achievements of CEDaR. The new surveillance officer would help with
species reporting. He had become aware how many activities in CEDaR are
taking place that are not linked to NIEA in monitoring outcomes.
Mr Mark Wright, chaired the meeting, is working towards change to get work
done and there was a productive discussion on the need to link the bulk of the
recording activity to clear outcomes. Dr Cooper to send minutes to
Mr Archdale.
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Mr Archdale reported on an Environmental Recorders Group meeting where
concern had been raised about the Ulster Museum getting rid of all their
curators. Mr Archdale suggested getting Mr Mark Wright to present a paper on
recording and data management to the CNCC.

Mr Wolsey left the meeting at this stage.

13. GENERAL INFORMATION
Events List
Mr Archdale, Dr Cooper, Professor Orford and Mr Upton all tabled the events
they attended since the last meeting held on 27 September 2013 .

14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Borehole abstractions. Mr Traill reported that almost none are licensed or
paying for abstraction. They are seriously depleting aquifers and affecting
ground water. Mr Archdale reported that the NI Water Strategic Water Plan
consultation is due out soon. It appears that GSNI get a report when a new
borehole is created, and could report to NIW or NIEA. The Chairman to write to
Mr Dave Foster, regarding this issue.

Action:-
The Chairman to write to Mr Dave Foster regarding Borehole abstractions.

Chairman

15. DATE FOR THE NEXT MEETING - 31 JANUARY 2013
Venue - Belfast Castle.
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