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Information for Food Business Operators and Food Exporters:
Movement of products of animal origin from Northern Ireland from
1t January 2021

Food Business Operators (FBO) and exporters who move product of animal origin
(POAO) for human consumption and animal by products (ABP) from Northern Ireland
(NI) to Great Britain (GB) and the European Union (EU) should note the following
information, which will apply from 15t January 2021.

NI to GB movements of POAO for:
e Consumption in GB internal market

Where the POAO will remain on the GB internal market no additional documentation
is required to accompany the POAO moving from NI to GB.

e Onward export to EU (including moves back to NI from GB)

POAO exported from GB to the EU, including that moved from GB to NI, will require
an EHC to demonstrate compliance with EU import requirements. Therefore where
POAO originating in NI is intended for further export from GB to the EU, or movement
back to NI, then intra UK movements of POAO may require a Support Health
Attestation (SHA) or in some cases a Support Attestation (SA) (see Table 1). This
will provide the necessary sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) assurances to allow
completion of the final EHC in GB.

NI to EU exports of POAO

POAO exported directly from NI to the EU will not require an export health certificate
(EHC).

NI to EU exports of POAO via GB land bridge

POAO exported from NI to EU via the GB land bridge, either via a NI or ROI port, will
not require an EHC or SHA. It may require documentation to indicate that the product
is transiting a third country. Specific discussions are ongoing and further guidance will
be provided on these transit movements.

Further guidance on movement of goods from NI to EU is available
at  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/moving-goods-under-the-northern-
ireland-protocol
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NI to Third Country exports of POAO

The current SPS arrangements for exports from the UK (including from NI) to third
countries will remain largely unaffected. Current procedures to enable certification of
POAO to third countries will remain in place. If your business supplies another
business in the UK which subsequently exports to a third country and this currently
requires an internal movement certificate or attestation to provide assurance relating
to the importing third country SPS requirements, this will continue to be a requirement.

Movement of animal by products (ABP) to GB
Movement of ABP to GB may require an SHA to allow onward certification from GB to

EU. Note that processed pet food is eligible for Groupage Export Facilitation Scheme
(GEFS), see Table 1.

UK Certification Schemes

Defra, the Central Competent Authority for trade, has made various certification
schemes available in the UK to facilitate the provision of SPS assurance for movement
of POAO within the UK before final export from GB to EU.

Not all commodities or movements of POAO are eligible for these schemes and strict
eligibility criteria are applied. Full details are provided in the links contained in Table 1
below and it is essential that all food business operators and exporters read this
information carefully to establish which schemes may be applicable to their business.

An overview of the certification schemes is given below.

Table 1
Certification Applies to: Support Frequency Issued in NI by | Further information
Scheme document
Risk based | Fish, Support On a risk basis, | Local Authority | These support
fish export | fishery products, attestation: determined in line | Food attestations can be
certification live bivalve | RBFEC with Local | Competent issued on a risk based
(RBFEC) molluscs (LBM) template found | Authority risk | Certifying frequency from
in Annex 1 of assessment of | Officer approved premises in NI
Defra Risk Defra premises of origin. to accompany relevant
Based Fish Guidance _ on POAO moving to GB for
Export Export Health direct onward shipment
Certification Certification for from a logistic hub/depot
POAO  away in GB to EU/NI or which
from the may be further
premises of processed or stored in
Origin GB prior to final export
to EU/movement to NI.
Groupage Retail packages for | Support Support Authorised Food producers/
export final consumer of | attestation attestation issued | veterinarian exporters in NI do not
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Certification Applies to: Support Frequency Issued in NI by | Further information
Scheme document
facilitation meat preparations, | (GEFS every 30 days, in need to apply to Defra to
scheme meat / dairy /|template can | advance of the register for this scheme.
(GEFS) composite / fish /| be found in | consignment. Registration is only
Defra  GEFS | egg products, fish, | Annex Il applicable to GB based
guidance _ for | LBM, eggs, honey | of GEFS exporters. However NI
exporters for human | Guidance for producers may
consumption, certifiers participate as a supplier
processed pet food. in this scheme to supply
GEFS exporters in GB,
where the eligibility
criteria are met. Please
read the Requirement
for suppliers section.
Logistics All POAO | » Support  Per Authorised This scheme applies to
Hub: commodities for health consignment | veterinarian a logistics hub, such as
Certification human attestation Food a cold store or
away from the | consumption e Support « RBFEC Competent rewrapping centre,
premises  of attestation template Part | Certifying however other approved
origin using 1 on a risk | Officer (for fish | food establishments
Defra either basis and | and some | which consolidate
Guidance  on RBFEC or GEFS every | composite consignments for export
Export Health GEFS 30 days, in | POAO). to EU may also be used.
Certification for advance.

POAO away
from the
premises of
Origin

Note: supplier
declarations
to accompany
every
consignment
moved to
logistics hub

Further information

e A Food Competent Certifying Officer (FCCO) is an Environmental Health Officer
working in a Local Authority in NI and authorised by DAERA to issue certification

on behalf of DAERA.

e An authorised veterinarian is a veterinary surgeon who is a registered member of
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (MRCVS) and authorised by DAERA to
provide certification on behalf of DAERA. An authorised veterinarian may be

a government official employed directly by DAERA or

a private veterinary practitioner who is an Authorised Veterinary Inspector

(AVI).

e A Trade Certification Support Officer (TCSO) is an official authorised and directly
employed by DAERA who works under the direction of a DAERA Certifying Officer
and who may carry out directed checks to gather evidence which supports the
issue of an SHA.
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A Certification Support Officer (CSO) is an official authorised by DAERA and

employed by:

- a Local Authority in NI and working under the direction of a Food Competent
Certifying Officer or

- aprivate veterinary practitioner / practice and working under the direction of an
AVI.

CSOs may carry out directed checks to gather evidence which supports the issue
of an SHA.

A support health attestation is issued per commodity type and per consignment,
from one dispatch (consignor) address to one destination (consignee) address.
Multiple attestations may be needed per shipment depending on the number of
destinations and the number of commaodities in the shipment. SHAs are issued per
consignment at the time of dispatch and cannot be issued retrospectively.

A consignment is defined as a quantity of goods covered by the same certificate
(or attestation), conveyed by the same means of transport, and being of the same
type, class or description.

Support attestations issued using RBFEC and GEFS are provided on a risk basis
or at a set frequency, and in advance of the consignment, depending on the
scheme being used. (See Table 1).

Support Health Attestation templates and guidance will be made available to
businesses and certifying officers on the DAERA website in due course. The
templates for the Support Attestations issued using risk based fish export
certification (RBFEC) from a premises of origin in NI and for GEFS are provided in
links in Table 1.

Attestations can be provided by veterinarians or Local Authority Food Competent
Certifying Officers (for fish and some composite POAO) who are authorised by
DAERA to do so. Further information will be made available on how businesses
can find a certifying officer authorised to provide such attestations.

Where an attestation from NI is required to allow final export certification from GB
to EU, businesses must provide all the necessary traceability and processing
information to demonstrate that the POAO meets the requirements for entry to the
EU, i.e. the requirements of the third country export certificate. The certifying officer
must be able to carry out the necessary checks to satisfy themselves that all the
requirements have been met.

The content of the SPS section of the attestation will be similar to and based on
the content of the relevant EU EHC for that commodity. Businesses can familiarise
themselves the relevant EU EHCs which are available on .gov.uk Form Finder
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Frequently Asked Questions

. What are Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) requirements?

Sanitary and phytosanitary requirements are measures to protect humans,
animals, and plants from diseases, pests, or contaminants as laid down in EU
legislation. The measures maintain traceability, safety and standards in the food
chain and are comprised of a wide range of controls including regulation,
infrastructure and systems of auditing, certification and inspection.

. How often do pre- movement inspections need to happen to obtain an
attestation?

This will depend on which certification scheme is being used. It will range from per
consignment to every 30 days or on a risk based frequency. Please refer to the
scheme which is appropriate for your business.

. I recently received a survey from DAERA about movements of POAO from
my business to GB. What has happened to the information | provided?

This information is being assessed to inform what resource will be required to
provide additional SPS documentation to food businesses in NI from Jan 2021 and
to help us provide you with further information relevant to your business.

. My business sells POAO to GB but | did not receive a survey, what do | need
to do?

Please contact DAERA Trade Certification and Standards
Branch, tradecertificationstandards@daera-ni.gov.uk, providing us with your
name, contact details and nature of your business.

. If Idispatch consignments from another premises in NI, such as a storage or
rewrapping establishment, do | apply for an SHA/SA or does the FBO at the
dispatch premises apply for the SHA /SA?

This depends on the commercial arrangement in place between your business and
the dispatch premises. Usually the business which owns the POAO and sells it to
the customer in GB will apply for the SHA.

SAs issued under the RBFEC and GEFS schemes must be applied for by the FBO
responsible for the premises of origin / manufacture of the POAO.

. What do | need if | sell my product to other businesses in NI and they sell it
to GB?

The business which buys your product and then sells it to a customer in GB will be
responsible for applying for the SHA/SA to accompany the POAO to GB. However,
as a supplier in the supply chain within NI you may also need an SHA/SA to provide
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to your customer in NI to allow onward attestation to GB. In some cases, if strict
standard operating procedures are in place and the certifying officer at the depot
is familiar with your premises of origin, then traceability and processing
documentation from your premises of origin may facilitate the provision of an
attestation for the consignment at the final premises of dispatch in NI.

7. If the POAO has been sold to a trader located outside NI, and the POAO is in
a cold store in NI, who applies for the attestation to accompany the POAO
from NI to GB?

It is the responsibility of the owner of the POAO, in this case the trader, to apply
for the SHA. However the producer of the POAO will be required to provide all the
necessary SPS information to the trader. If this is not available, an attestation
cannot be provided.

Where the POAO is eligible for either RBFEC or GEFS then the SA can only be
applied for and will only be issued to the FBO responsible for the premises of
manufacture/ origin.

8. What do | need if I sell my product to a business in Republic of Ireland (ROI),
and it is shipped from there to GB?

Please talk to your customer in ROI to establish what documentation may be
needed.

9. My business buys POAO from EU and third countries for further processing
before it is exported to EU via a depot in GB. What do | need to obtain an
SHA/SA?

The SPS requirements which apply to the POAO exported from GB to EU will have
to be certified for all the POAO regardless of its origin. You will need to be able to
demonstrate that these requirements are met. Additional information about the
POAO you import may be required to allow completion of the SHA in NI and the
final EHC in GB and may be provided to your business in the form of an incoming
certificate from the country of origin. This will depend on the commodity being
certified.

10.Who will issue the SHAs to my business?

DAERA is developing a process for delivery of SHAs to businesses which need
them. When this information is available, DAERA will inform businesses of the
process to obtain an SHA.

11.How will I apply for an SHA? How much notice will | need to provide?

Industry will be notified of the process for application when further details are
available. Currently a minimum of 2 days’ notice is required for application for an
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export health certificate. A similar notification will be required for SHAs. Details will
be made available on the DAERA website.

12.Will | have to pay for an SHA?

Businesses may have to pay the provider for SHAs. Further information will be
provided when available.

Sustainability at the heart of a living, working, active landscape valued by everyone
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