DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE ARTS AND LEISURE
-Note of Proceedings-

RECORD OF A MEETING OF THE THIRD SALMON AND INLAND
FISHERIES FORUM NI HELD AT DCAL FISHERIES, MAHON ROAD
PORTADOWN ON TUESDAY 8 JUNE 2010 AT 2PM

Present
Mr Robert Murtland
Mr Allan Kilgore
Mr Gary Houston
Mr Pat Close
Mr Patrick Mc Neill
Mr Francis Conlon
Mr Jerry Mc Nally
Mr Martin Mc Neill
Mr J Haughey

Apologies Mr Jack Tisdall
Mr Mark P Horton
Mr Edward Montgomery
Mr Michael Crilly (Chairman )
Mr D Curran

In attendance

DCAL Ms Fiona Lavery (Minutes)

Members waited the prescribed period of time to allow for any additional
members to arrive. Mrs Lavery advised that the meeting was not quorate
with 9 members. It was agreed to continue with a discussion on the agenda
matters. In the absence of the Chairman Mr Alan Kilgore accepted Acting
Chairman.

1.1 Minutes of previous meeting /actions arising:

Members reviewed the minutes of the meeting held on 14 April 2010 which had
been circulated. All matters arising will be addressed as Agenda items. Mr
Haughey advised that he would forward a small amendment to section 8/10 of the
minutes and members approved this action.

1.2 Report from Hydro Electric Power sub committee

Mr Haughey advised that the Sub —Group met on 27 May 2010 and members were
referred to the notes circulated with the Agenda. Following discussion members



agreed that insufficient protection was being afforded to the fisheries and that
DCAL do not focus on HEP. Mr Haughey summarised the level of information
on the NIEA application and highlighted some issues which were not being
examined. It was agreed that the effects of multiple Hydro Electric Schemes was
not being addressed and asked for views from members. Mr Haughey suggested a
letter to NIEA but that it may not be within the remit of the Group and it was
agreed that all correspondence should be directed through DCAL. Mr Kilgore
advised that the UAF had a list of 42 applications to NIEA as at 7 April 2010
which demonstrates the scale of the proposed development. Mr Mc Neill asked
members what proportion of electricity is generated by HEP and Mr Haughey
advised that about 1% at a cost of £32 billion. Members agreed that it was a
greater cost to the environment. Mr Haughey advised that two were proposed for
the Cushendun River. Discussion continued on the impact to the environment and
the trend for both companies and individuals to become involved for the financial
incentives which existed. It was agreed to ask the Chairman that this Agenda item
remain on each agenda.

1.3 Request for Fermanagh Anglers to review Angling Regulations.

In the absence of the Chairman, Mrs Lavery summarised the issues with regard to
the Game licence requirement and the geographical boundaries of DCAL waters.
Following discussion members agreed that this matter should be forwarded to
DCAL for their views.

1.4_Any other business

(a) Mr Martin Mc Neill wished to raise the issue of the handouts distributed at the
last meeting regarding the topic of HEP. In one article, the author highlighted an
issue with the Glendun Salmon Net/net owner. Mr Mc Neill felt that the
comments in the article with regard to his father and his business were mis-
informed and he felt they were offensive. He did stress that he knew no offense
was intended by the person who circulated the documents and that they were
given out in good faith, but that all further information should be vetted by the
Chairman before being handed out. It was agreed by members that any
information was distributed in good faith and only for the purpose of keeping
members up to date.

(b) Gary Houston provided a briefing document for the Forum on the Re-
instatement of the Lagan Canal and outlined the conflict of interest within DCAL
with the regulatory and enforcement responsibilities. Members were asked to
consider this for the next meeting. Members discussed the Canal systems and the
fact that various government agencies are involved.

( ¢ ) J Haughey raised the issue of correspondence to DCAL re the sale of rod
caught salmon which is currently with DARD. Mr Haughey suggested that at the
next meeting it should be raised again and that the Forum should suggest that
DCAL write to DARD to request that this legislation is progressed as a matter of
urgency.



(d) Mr Haughey raised the issue on behalf of UAF re the negative impact on
fisheries from the ongoing road works at Ballygawley — A6 and other various major
road works. The UAF have done a paper on the protection of the Fisheries with
regard to road works. Mr Haughey suggested that the paper will be circulated to
members for consideration at the next meeting.

(e) Mr Haughey raised the issue if the non availability of scientific base line data
for Lough Neagh fish stocks given that the Zebra Mussel was now in Lough Neagh.
To date no one is sure what long term damage will be done to the Lough and it
might be of value to establish some data so that it can be monitored over the next
number of years. It was suggested that the Group should write to DCAL and
request that some for of date be collated on the fish stocks.

(f) Mr Haughey suggested that members should consider formulating a more
structured Agenda which would allow for greater input from DCAL.

1.5 Date of Next meeting

Members agreed the date of the next meeting will be on
Wednesday 29 September 2010 at 2 pm in Mahon Road Portadown.



