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1. Introduction 

In reference to the Applications and supplementary Environmental Statement  
submitted by Tidal Ventures Limited (the Company) dated 25th April 2015 for; 
 

• Marine Licensing consent under section 4 of the Marine and Coastal Access 
Act 2009 for the construction of a commercial scale 100Mw tidal array (the 
Development) within the Northern Ireland Inshore waters at Torr Head on the 
coast of Co Antrim.  
 

• Article 39 consent for the construction and operation of generating stations 
under Article 39 of the Electricity Northern Ireland Order 1992.  

 
Under the direction detailed in Part 4 of The Marine Act (Northern Ireland) 2013, 
pertaining to applications for generating stations, special procedures are in place for 
the applications mentioned above to be considered together.  The Department of 
Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA), previously the Department of 
the Environment; and the Department for Economy (DfE), previously the Department 
of Enterprise, Trade and Investment, entered into a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU).  The MOU established a framework within which the two Departments will 
work closely together to ensure that strategic planning, marine licensing and 
applications for all energy infrastructure and installations requiring Article 39 consent 
are brought to the most appropriate decisions as quickly as possible.  
 
Under this MOU, the Marine Licensing Authority and the Electricity Infrastructure and 
Regulations team undertook a joint Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
consultation process on the marine component of the project.  It should be noted that 
the conclusions of this document relate solely to the EIA consent and are without 
prejudice to any decision taken by Marine Licensing Authority, Strategic Planning or 
the Electricity Infrastructure and Regulations team on the respective applications 
received.  This document should be seen as supporting the considerations of the 
Environmental Statement submitted relating to the marine aspects of the 
development up to the Mean High Water Spring Tide (MHWST).  
 
As the development is situated within the UK marine plan area, specifically the 
Northern Ireland Inshore region, it is subject to permissions under the Marine and 
Coastal Access Act 2009 (MCAA 2009). The MCAA 2009 identifies DAERA as the 
devolved Marine Licensing Authority for Northern Ireland.  
 
As the development will generate up to 100MW of electricity it is subject to 
permissions under the Electricity Northern Ireland Order 1992 which identifies DfE as 
the Article 39 consenting Authority. 
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2. Identifying the EIA Requirements 
 
The company identified the whole project, as an EIA project as described by the EU 
Directive 85/337/EEC (as amended), a project likely to have significant effects on the 
environment.  The Directive requires that a Competent Authority is provided with the 
necessary information to come to an informed decision when considering consent for 
a project.  The project requires permissions from three devolved regulatory bodies 
within Northern Ireland, each have EIA legislative requirements tied to specific 
consents for the project.  The Company has adopted the following consenting 
strategy; the Environmental Statement produced by the Company will be in two 
linked parts; an offshore marine component to inform the marine licence application 
and the Article 39 Consent and an onshore terrestrial component to inform the 
Strategic Planning permissions.  
 
The Consent decision within this document refers solely to the marine component, 
drafted under the requirements of both The Marine Works (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2007 as amended and the Offshore Electricity 
Development (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 2008.  The terrestrial component will be drafted under the requirements of 
the relevant Planning authorities and any other consenting authorities for which EIA 
consent is required.  
The Marine Licensing Authority considers this approach taken by the Company, 
when working under various consenting authorities and with grid connection 
uncertainties, as an acceptable approach under the overarching direction of the 
European Directive.  All impacts will have been identified and considered by the 
appropriate regulators under EIA.  
 
The marine component of the Environmental Statement was produced by the 
Company following all requirements of both the Marine Works EIA and the Article 39 
EIA legislation.  A full consultation was conducted, and publicly advertised, as a 
result of a scoping request by the company.  The article 39 and the licensing 
authority issued a publicly available scoping opinion to the company on 26th 
February 2014.  A final gate check exercise was undertaken the Marine Licensing 
Authority and Article 39 consenting authority prior to the final drafting of an 
Environmental Statement by the Company.  On receipt of the Environmental 
Statement and an application for both Article 39 consent and a Marine Licence, a 
process was undertaken to publicly advertise the application and the marine 
component of the Environmental Statement, making them publicly available for 
review and providing details to allow comments and objections to be made. DfE and 
the Marine Licensing Authority have given consideration to all consultation 
responses in conjunction with the Environmental Statement. 
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The Marine Licensing Authority and DfE are satisfied that the Environmental 
requirements of their respective EIA regulations have been met by the Company 
within the marine component of the Environmental Statement produced.  The 
decision outlined within this document has taken into consideration the application, 
the environmental information provided and the representations received during the 
consultation process. 
 

3. UK Marine Policy Statement 
 
The MCAA 2009, Part 3 Chapter 1, requires the Marine Licensing Authority to make 
decisions under direction from the UK Marine Policy Statement (MPS) when they 
will or might affect the Marine Area.  As part of the MPS, Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management (ICZM) is a vital consideration for any project of this scale.  A 
development must have a Holistic approach covering both its marine and terrestrial 
components.  As such, although subject to a phased consenting regime the 
Company has will be identifying both marine and terrestrial considerations which 
have been cross-referenced ensuring the identification of all the major issues 
requiring consideration within the EIA process.  
 
The Environmental Statement adequately covers all aspects identified as detailed 
consideration within the UK Marine Policy Statement which acts as a guide for any 
development seeking to utilise the resources contained within the UK Marine 
Licensable Area.  
 
The potential for the utilisation of the resource at the site was highlighted in an 
Offshore Renewable Energy Strategic Action Plan (ORESAP) which was published 
in 2012 following approval from the Northern Ireland Executive.  This high level plan 
was subject to Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitat Regulations 
Assessment (HRA), both received part funding from the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF) as part of the European Sustainable Competitiveness 
Programme for Northern Ireland. 
The Development has the potential to have a positive impact on Northern Ireland.  It 
can help enhance security of electricity supply, associated improvements to grid 
infrastructure, increase competitiveness and can assist Northern Ireland in achieving 
40% of its electricity consumption from renewable sources, as set out by the 
Northern Ireland Strategy Energy Framework 2010.  
 

4. The Habitats Directive 
 
The Habitats Directive has been transposed in Northern Ireland through the 
Conservation (Natural Habitats etc) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1995.  To ensure 
compliance with the legislation all projects or plans undergo a Habitat Regulations 
Assessment (HRA).  This determines the level of assessment required to ensure all 
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reasonable potential effects of the project on designated sites and species are 
identified.  A HRA was provided with the submission of applications for a marine 
licence, Article 39 consent and the marine component of the Environmental 
Statement.  The assessment also covers proposed designated European Sites.  
 
As a competent authority under the Habitats Regulations the Marine Licensing 
Authority reviewed the HRA documentation provided by the Company alongside 
comments received from Statutory Nature Conservation Bodies.  The Marine 
Licensing Authority concluded that the marine development would not adversely 
affect the integrity of any designated sites or species and has imposed conditions to 
ensure this remains the case.  
 

5. Water Framework Directive (Council Directive 2000/60/EC) (WFD) 
 
The projects infrastructure is located within the following water body; 

• North Channel, the 2015 WFD classicisation was Good.  Through the 
environmental assessments and consultation process, the licensing authority 
is content the project will not cause any reduction to the WFD classification. 

 
6. Waste Framework Directive (Council Directive 2008/98/EC)  
 
The Marine Licensing authority is satisfied that the requirements of the Waste 
Framework Directive have been adequately met by the Developers Environmental 
Statement for the marine elements of the project. Section 16 of the Environmental 
Statement detailed the Projects waste management strategy 
 
The consideration of terrestrial waste will be occur at the Environmental Impact 
Assessment scoping stage through input from DAERA’s Waste Management 
Branch.  Any identified terrestrial waste considerations will be processed through the 
planning application.  
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7. Project Description 

Proposal  
 
The project proposals comprise the following works which may occur in discrete 
phases: 
 
 (a) the construction of an offshore tidal array; 
 (b) the connection of the tidal array to the shore by sub-sea cables; and  

(c) the construction of an onshore electrical substation and integration of 
the facility with the Northern Ireland distribution network operated by 
Northern Ireland Electricity Limited (NIE).  

 
Location 
 
The development area is centred off the Co. Antrim coast.  
 
The proposed onshore development: 
 
(a) onshore construction of the tidal turbines (potentially 50-100 devices) at a 

suitable dockside facility; 
(b) construction of the onshore substation; and   
(c) connection from substation via underground and/or overhead electrical line to 

distribution system operated by NIE.  
 
The proposed offshore development: 
 
(a) transportation of the turbines offshore via barge to the proposed development 

site area; 
(b) deployment of the turbines to the seabed using a barge; and  
(c) interconnection of the turbines via electrical cabling to an onshore electrical 

substation. 
 
Operation and Maintenance: 
 
(a) electricity will be transmitted from the tidal array to the onshore substation via 

the offshore cable; and 
(b) electricity will be transmitted from the substation to the NIE network via 

overhead or underground lines.  
 
Turbines  
 
The exact design of the turbines to be deployed at the site will be determined 
following detailed site analysis.  The turbine technology deployed at the site will be 
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fully submerged, reducing the visual impact and navigational and collision risks.  The 
development will consist of between 50-100 turbines.  The shallowest part of the 
area within which the turbines will be situated is approximately 35 metres, which 
should allow for adequate clearance for navigation above the tidal array.  The water 
depths in the area range between 35 and 75 metres.  Turbine maintenance is 
scheduled on a 5-year cycle, with turbine replacement completed as required. 
 
Cabling routes and design will be dependent on final turbine design and landfall 
location. 
 
 
 On shore Development (Substation and Grid connection)  
 
The connection of the proposed offshore tidal array to an onshore substation and 
subsequent connection to the electricity network operated by NIE is an important 
consideration.  
 
The onshore substation will require planning approval under the relevant Planning 
Authority and consideration under EIA regulations.  The connection between the 
substation and the NIE network will also require planning permission and 
consideration under EIA Regulations. 
 
DAERA and DfE acknowledge that until the outcome of discussions with NIE, 
System Operator for Northern Ireland (SONI) and the Utility Regulator, the Applicant 
will not be in position to determine the nature and route of connection between the 
substation and the NIE network.   
 
The Marine Licensing Authority, Strategic Planning and DfE have ensured through 
communication with SONI that every stage of the project will be considered under 
EIA regulations and any individual consent decision will not prejudice other 
independent consenting decisions. 
 
For this reason the EIA consent within this document refers specifically to the Marine 
component of the development. This EIA consent decision was made with regard to 
the relevant legislations and with the following considerations; 

(i) The Application 
(ii) The Environmental Statement 
(iii) Responses from Public Consultation  
(iv) Consultation Bodies Considered Appropriate 
(v) EEA States Potentially affected by the Application 

 
All considerations received were taken into account of the direct and indirect effects 
of the development on: 
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(i) human beings, fauna and flora;  
(ii) soil, water, air, climate and the landscape;  
(iii) material assets and the cultural heritage; and  
(iv) the interaction between any two or more of the things mentioned in the 
preceding sub-paragraphs. 

 
8. Project Consultations  

 
A full consultation was undertaken on the applications for the Marine Licence, Article 
39 Consent and the supporting Environmental Statement.  Two letters of objection 
were received, both from stakeholders with fisheries interests raising concerns over 
potential barrier effects on salmon as well as impacts on pot fishing in the area.  
 
The Marine Licensing Authority and DfE consulted with various statutory bodies,  
NGOs and the public concurrently.  In total 28 responses were received from various 
government bodies, NGOs and the stakeholder organisations, listed below. 
 

1. Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute  
2. Causeway Coast & Glens Heritage Trust 
3. Commissioners of Irish Lights 
4. Council for Nature Conservation and the Countryside 
5. DAERA Sea Fisheries  (Previously DARD Fisheries) 
6. Department for Infrastructure – Rivers Agency  (Previously DARD - 

Rivers Agency) 
7. DAERA Inland Fisheries (Previously DCAL Inland Fisheries) 
8. Department for Infrastructure – Strategic Planning (previously DoE 

Strategic Planning 
9. Loughs Agency  
10. Marine & Coastguard Agency  
11. NIEA - Pollution Prevention  
12. NIEA - Ornithology and Geology 
13. NIEA - Visual & Landscape 
14. National Trust  
15. North Coast Lobster Fishing Association 
16. Torr Salmon Fishery -  
17. University Of Ulster – Coastal Processes -   
18. Republic of Ireland – The Department of Arts, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht  
19. Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
20. Royal Yachting Association NI  
21. Scotland – Marine Scotland - Licensing 
22. Scotland – Scottish Natural Heritage 
23. Ulster Anglers Federation  
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24. Ulster Wildlife Trust 
25. DAERA - Conservation & Reporting - Marine Mammals 
26. DAERA - Shellfish & Bathing Waters  
27. DAERA - Monitoring and Assessment Team  
28. DAERA – Maritime Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

 
All comments received during the consultation, in addition to TVL’s responses to the 
consultation, and the Marine Licensing Authority considerations are detailed in 
Annex 1 
 
Adaptive Management  
 
Various consultees raised concerns with the project due to its status as an 
immerging industry and new technology for which extensive data is not available.  As 
a result of this it was considered appropriate for an adaptive management approach 
to be undertaken by Marine Licensing to enable active management of the project. 
 
Legitimate Uses of the Sea  
 
The Ulster Angling Federation raised concerns over salmon barrier effects and the 
North Coast Lobster Fishing Association objected to the proposals due to the a 
potential reduction in area suitable for pot fishing.  The commercial fishing industries 
have indicated a willingness to meet the Developer to discuss their objections to the 
project.  The Developer has agreed to follow the FLOWW (Best Practice Guidance 
for Offshore Renewables Developments) guidelines on this matter.  This sets out a 
method to assess impacts on fisheries and sets out compensatory measure which 
can be taken to mitigate any commercial impacts.  The Marine Licensing Authority 
took guidance from DAERA Inland Fisheries who do not believe the project will have 
significant barrier effects on salmon.  The Marine Licensing Authority took guidance 
from DAERA Sea Fisheries on local fishermen’s interests.  Local Fishermen have a 
legitimate but not exclusive, licensed or leased use of the area. This is reflected in 
the Environmental Statement and has resulted in the inclusion of a licence condition 
to ensure provision is given to their concerns under the floww guidelines.    
 
The General Consensus 
 
The majority of responses reflected a positive response to the project, whilst 
highlighting the need for monitoring to ensure Environmental Statement conclusions 
are sound.  A letter of support for renewable projects but voicing concerns for the 
local AONB was received from the Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust, who 
expressed a desire to be involved in terrestrial aspects of the project.  The Marine 
Licensing Authority will ensure their concerns are raised with DfI Strategic Planning. 
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The Ulster Wildlife Trust and the CNCC queried the methods used during the 
assessments, suggesting alternative methods, and highlighted updated guidance.  
The Marine Licensing Authority reviewed the proposed methods and guidance, none 
of which invalidated the methods used.  Due to this and as a scoping process was 
conducted to detail the environmental assessments required, the Marine Licensing 
Authority did not consider it necessary to request the company revisit the EIA 
process or rewrite the Environmental Statement produced. 
 
Several consultees focused on the monitoring and mitigation requirements for the 
project, requesting further details on and suggesting which topics which should be 
included for consideration.  The Marine Licensing Authority considers that the EIA 
scoping exercise, along with the Environmental Statement conclusions and the 
consultation responses have enabled monitoring priorities for the project to be 
identified. 
 

9. Environmental Statement (ES) Considerations  
 
The Environmental Impact Assessment identified the impacts which had the potential 
to occur because of the project, their assessment by the company was detailed 
within their Environmental Statement.  
 
The impacts identified within each chapter of the Environmental Statement are listed 
below; they have been reviewed by the Marine Licensing Authority in association 
with consultation responses.  Each chapter included decommissioning and 
cumulative or in combination effects of other projects within its impact assessment. 
 
Benthic and Intertidal Ecology 
  

• Direct physical disturbance and habitat loss; 
• Release of drill cuttings and fluid; 
• Accidental discharges; 
• Introduction of MNNS(marine non-native species); 
• Modified hydrodynamic regime and sediment dynamics; 
• Electro-magnetic field emissions; 
• Presence of new hard substrata;  
• Antifouling. 

 
The Environmental Statement concluded that with appropriate mitigation, there will 
be no significant impacts on benthic or intertidal communities as a result of the 
project.  The Marine Licensing Authority acknowledges the Environmental Statement 
conclusions and considers the mitigation to be appropriate.  However, as the project 
is a relatively new industry and utilises new technology, monitoring will be required 
as part of the marine licence conditions to ensure Environmental Statement 
conclusions are accurate.  As part of an adaptive management consenting strategy 
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the Licensing Authority will set up a science advisory group of government regulators 
to oversee the benthic monitoring.  Monitoring will be detailed within a series of 
controlled documents, primarily the ‘Environmental Management Plan’ conditioned 
within the licence for each aspect of the works. 
 
Marine Mammals 
 

• Noise (Disturbance or Injury) 
• Physical (Disturbance or Injury) 
• Pollution 
• Changes to habitat, distribution, abundance and ability to forage for prey 

species. 
• Barrier effects (Physical and EMF) 
• Cumulative impacts 

 
The Environmental Statement concluded that there will be no significant impacts to 
Marine Mammal Management Unit Populations.  The Marine Licensing Authority 
acknowledges the Environmental Statement conclusions.  However as the project 
involves a relatively new industry and utilises new technology, under Environmental 
Impact Assessment considerations the licensing authority will require mitigation to 
ensure that disturbance to European Protected Species (EPS) does not occur.  As 
part of the adaptive management consenting strategy the science group will outline 
the mitigation required.  This will be detailed within controlled documents, 
Construction Method Statements, the Environmental Management Plans and the 
Vessel Management Plan.  A condition within the licence will be that these 
documents are provided for agreement at least four months prior to any programme 
of construction. 
 
Ornithology 
 

• Disturbance/displacement 
• Pollution 
• Collisions 
• Indirect impacts on habitats and prey 

 
The Environmental Statement concluded that there will be no significant impacts to 
bird populations or European designated sites.  The Marine Licensing Authority 
acknowledges the Environmental Statement conclusions.  However as the project 
involves a relatively new industry and utilises new technology monitoring will be 
required to ensure that the Environmental Statement conclusions are correct.  In 
addition to monitoring, mitigation will be required to ensure no significant impacts will 
occur.  As part of the adaptive management consenting strategy the science group 
will outline the mitigation required. This will be detailed within controlled documents, 
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Construction Method Statements and the Environmental Management Plans, as 
conditioned within the licence. 
 
When considering monitoring for ornithological impacts, the licensing authority have 
noted that the length of ornithological survey period for the baseline Environmental 
Assessment at the site was reduced by TVL in agreement with Marine Licensing and 
under consultation guidance from NIEA.  This was due to the low numbers of birds 
recorded during survey work; the low numbers of birds using the site will be reflected 
in monitoring effort on ornithological impacts. 
 
Fish and Shellfish Ecology 
 

• Smothering 
• Noise 
• Collision 
• Pollution 
• Habitat loss 
• Electro Magnetic Fields (EMF) 
• Barrier to movement 

 
The Marine Licensing Authority received various consultation responses raising 
concerns on barrier effects, collisions and EMF impacts on fish and shellfish from the 
project.  The licensing authority believes that the concerns raised have been 
adequately considered as part of the assessment process and acknowledge the 
Environmental Statement and HRA assessments and conclusions.  A monitoring 
programme focused on fish and shellfish was not considered warranted by the 
licensing authority in consultation with Inland Fisheries and Sea Fisheries who did 
not request monitoring.      

 
Commercial Fisheries 
 

• Reduction of available fishing grounds  
• Displacement 
• Abundance and distribution of species 

 
The Marine Licensing Authority received Consultee objections to the project from 
commercial fishermen based on two impacts; it would result in the reduction of 
fishing grounds available to them and that the development may affect Portaleen 
Salmon Fishery.  
 
The Environmental Statement considered the availability of fishing grounds as a 
significant impact.  It rightly identified that mitigation is required to reduce the impact 
on the fishing industry.  The Licensing Authority acknowledges the Environmental 



 
 
 
 

 
12 

 

Statement conclusions and through liaison with DAERA Sea Fisheries and the 
Developer agreed that the FLOWW guidelines, as referenced in the Environmental 
Statement, provide the best tool for mitigation implementation.  The licence for the 
project has been conditioned to ensure an appropriate mitigation strategy is included 
for the commercial fisheries affected by the area to be used for the array. 
 
The Environmental Statement concluded that impacts to Portaleen Salmon Fishery 
were not significant, as salmon behaviour would not change in a manner resulting in 
reductions to the fisheries effectiveness.  Fish are not expected to be directed away 
from the location of the net. This was however followed by a statement of intent to 
work with the fishery should it become active, monitoring any potential unforeseen 
impacts.  This approach is welcomed by the DAERA. 
 
The Environmental Statement concluded that the project would not have a significant 
impact on stock abundance or distribution or commercial species.  The licensing 
authority acknowledges and accepts this conclusion. 
 
 Coastal Processes and Seabed condition 
 

• Water turbidity 
• Cable installation coastal effects 
• Hydrodynamic changes 
• Wave regime changes 
• Sediment dynamics 
• Coastline changes 

 
The Environmental Statement concludes that there will be no significant impacts on 
coastal processes or seabed conditions as a result of the project.  The Marine 
Licensing Authority received several consultation responses raising concerns on 
potential coastal process impacts, hydrodynamics and sedimentation from drill 
cuttings.  The Marine Licensing Authority acknowledges the Environmental 
Statement conclusions.  However, as the project is a relatively new industry and 
utilises new technology, monitoring will be required as part of the marine licence 
conditions to ensure Environmental Statement conclusions are accurate. As part of 
the adaptive management consenting strategy the science group will outline the 
mitigation required.  This will be detailed within a controlled document, the 
‘Environmental Management Plans’ as conditioned within the licence. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marine Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 



 
 
 
 

 
13 

 

 
• Potential for submerged landscape physical disturbance 
• Shipwreck disturbance 

 
The conclusions from the Environmental Statement highlight potential significant 
impacts on submerged archaeology and detail a staged mitigation approach to 
ensure any potential impacts are controlled.  The mitigation approach is based on 
The Crown Estate Protocol for Archaeological Discoveries; this is considered by the 
Licensing Authority to be adequate to mitigate the impacts identified.  The Marine 
Licensing Authority acknowledges and accepts the Environmental Statement 
conclusions and mitigation.  The requirement for the Protocol will be conditioned in 
the Marine Licence. 
 
Shipping and navigation 
 

• Collisions with third part ships 
• Transiting vessel collision with devices 
• Drifting vessels collisions with devices 
• Increased risk to vessel avoiding site 
• Fishing interactions with devices 
• Vessel anchor interaction with devices 
• Loss of device or components  

 
The Environmental Statement concluded that potential significant impacts on 
shipping and navigation could result from the project.  The Environmental Statement 
detailed mitigation to ensure their impacts are not significant.  The Marine Licensing 
Authority received responses during the consultation process which raised concerns 
for potential collisions, reduced depths and potential avoidance risks for leisure 
users.  The Marine Licensing Authority acknowledges and accepts the 
Environmental Statement conclusions and mitigation suggested.  The Marine 
Licence reflects the mitigation and consultees concerns.  The minimum depth above 
submerged devices will become a licence condition in addition to a suite of 
conditions requested by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency.  As industry 
regulations and best practice dictates, shipping and navigation controls for the 
project will be detailed in control documents, a Vessel Management Plans and a 
Navigational Safety Plan.  This is a condition of the marine licence  
Seascape and visual impacts  
 

• Visual impacts during construction 
• Visual impacts during maintenance works 
• Visual impacts during decommissioning 
• Visual impacts of aids to navigation 
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• Cables landing  
• Substation 

 
The Environmental Statement concluded that the impacts to the seascape would be 
negligible as the devices are sub-sea and visual impacts would be restricted to a 
temporary presence of vessels and two permanent marker buoys as aids to 
navigation.  The Marine Licensing Authority acknowledges and accepts the 
Environmental Statement conclusions.  The remit of the licensing authority ends at 
the limit of the Mean High Water Spring Tide; however the project will have terrestrial 
components with potential significant impacts which will be assessed by the 
terrestrial component of the Environmental Statement accompanying the planning 
permission.  
 
 
Socio-economics, Tourism and Recreation 
 

• Contribution to meeting 40% of energy from renewable 
• Increased energy security 
• Reduction in fossil fuel dependency 
• Grid infrastructure improvements to the Northeast 
• Creation of economic opportunities within Northern Ireland 
• Negative tourism impacts 
• Negative impact on recreational fishing 
• Positive tourism impacts 

 
The Environmental Statement concludes that the impacts will be positive with the 
exception of possible minor negative impacts; to tourism during construction and on 
recreational fishing.  The Marine Licensing Authority acknowledges and accepts the 
Environmental Statement conclusions and welcomes the intent from the Company to 
provide community benefits. 
 
 
Water Environment – Accidental events 
 

• Oil spills from vessels 
• Leaks or spills during construction 
• HDD inventory loss 
• Leaks from turbines 

 
The Environmental Statement classifies the impacts based on likelihood, magnitude, 
and severity.  Small scale leaks or spills are more likely to happen but are unlikely to 
have a significant impact.  Large scale spills or leaks are identified as potentially 
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significant impacts.  However the likelihood is low and mitigation is proposed.  The 
Marine Licensing Authority acknowledges and accepts the Environmental Statement 
conclusions and considers the mitigation proposed to be adequate.  These will be 
included in licence conditions. 
 
Other Uses of the Sea  
 

• Existing cables and pipelines 
• Disposal and aggregate extraction 
• Military activity 
• Munitions dump & unexploded ordnance 
• Oil and gas infrastructure 
• Renewable energy projects 
• Carbon Capture and Storage 

 
The Environmental Statement classified all but one of the impacts as not significant, 
the exception being unexploded ordnance.  The likelihood of an incident is low but if 
it did occur the impact could be significant.  The Environmental Statement suggests 
mitigation in the form of detailed geo-physical assessment prior to construction.  The 
Marine Licensing Authority acknowledges and accepts the Environmental Statement 
conclusions and considers the mitigation proposed to be adequate and will be 
included in licence conditions. 
 
Overview of Onshore Impacts  
 
Chapter 22 of the Environmental Statement provides summary information on the 
potential terrestrial impacts of the project.  The Chapter enables the Marine 
Licensing Authority to have an awareness of all stages of the project which will be 
subject to EIA consideration and provides a link to the terrestrial component of the 
Environmental Statement to be submitted to the terrestrial consenting authorities. 
 
The Licensing Authority & DfE met with the Strategic Planning Service and SONI.  At 
this meeting it was agreed by all regulators that the whole project will be considered 
under EIA regulations by each regulator assessing the consents within their remit 
without prejudice of other regulators decisions to avoid fait accompli.  
 
Environmental Consent Decision 
 
The Marine Licensing Authority & DfE consider the Environmental Statement 
produced by the Company to have sufficiently identified and quantified the marine 
environmental impacts of the project, detailing any mitigation required.  This has 
been done with sufficient detail to permit an EIA consent decision to be reached. 
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This approach does not ignore the embryonic state of tidal array projects and the 
current data gaps faced by the industry and the regulators.  
 
Through reviewing the marine component of the Environmental Statement, the 
application and all representations from consultations, whilst acknowledging the 
embryonic state of tidal arrays, the Marine Licensing Authority has identified that an 
adaptive management approach to the marine licence will ensure appropriate 
environmental management.  This approach requires the Company to submit 
controlled documents for written agreement by the Marine Licensing Authority four 
months prior to each phase of marine construction commencing.  The finalisation of 
controlled documents at this stage allows the project and the regulators to take 
account of up-to-date industry data, scientific knowledge, and advances in 
monitoring technology.  
 
The control documents identified at the time of writing this document are as follows; 
 

• Construction Method Statements (CMS) 

o Including Cable Installation Plans 

o Including Cable Protection Plans 

• Environmental Management Plans (EMP) 

o Including Project Monitoring Plans 

• Protocol For Archaeological Discovery 

• Vessel Management Plans (VMP) 

• Navigational Safety Plan (NSP) 

 
The Marine Licensing Authority is satisfied that sufficient environmental information 
has been submitted to proceed with the issue of an EIA consent for the project as a 
result of the following; 
 

• the EIA scoping consultation 
• pre-application project steering group meetings with statutory authorities 
• EIA gate checks  
• Consultation on the submitted marine component of the Environmental 

Statement  
 
Under the provisions of the Memorandum of Understanding, the Consenting 
Authority for the Article 39 consent and the Marine Licensing Authority 
consider it appropriate to grant an EIA Consent to the Torr Head Tidal project. 
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Signed 

 

 

 

 
DAERA Marine & Fisheries Division 
 



 
 
 
 

 
18 

 

Annex                                                                                                                    
Marine Licensing Consideration of both the Consultations Received 

and the Company Response to the Consultations. 
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