DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENT AND RURAL AFFAIRS
ARTIFICIAL REPRODUCTION OF ANIMALS (NORTHERN IRELAND) ORDER 1975

ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION (PIGS) REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1978

ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION OF PIGS (EEC) REGULATIONS (NORTHERN 

IRELAND) 1993
Animal Health Requirements for Pigs entering an EU-Approved Semen Collection Centre

1.
Before a boar is moved onto an EU-approved Semen Collection Centre, a veterinary certificate must be submitted to the Centre Veterinarian (the veterinarian under whose control and supervision the Centre operates).  This must certify the pre-entry isolation, herd of origin health conditions and animal test results required by the Department and EC Directive 90/429 (Annex B, Ch. 1 (b) & (c)), as amended by Commission Decision 1999/608/EC.


Pre-entry testing is required for Transmissible Gastro-Enteritis (TGE) ELISA, Brucellosis (Br) Buffered Brucella Antigen (Rose Bengal test), or cELISA, or iELISA, Aujeszky’s Disease (AD) ELISA and Classical Swine Fever (CSF) ELISA. This Pre-entry testing must be completed, with negative results, within the 30 day period immediately prior to the boar being admitted to the Collection Centre Isolation Premises 

2. The vehicle transporting the boar from pre-entry isolation to the Centre must immediately before the movement have been thoroughly cleaned and disinfected.

Isolation facilities must be maintained on site, and must comprise at least ;

(i) Isolation facilities for animals which have failed any of the compulsory routine tests for animals kept at an approved semen collection centre, or which show clinical sign of disease, and
(ii) Separate post-entry isolation accommodation for animals undergoing the period of post-entry quarantine following admission to the stud, where only animals having at least the same health status are present.
3.
Upon arrival at the Semen Collection Centre, the boar must be placed in the Centre’s post-entry isolation accommodation for a minimum of 30 days.  A minimum of 14 days after arrival, samples should be submitted to the Veterinary Sciences Division laboratory, Stoney Road, Belfast for the following tests: - 

Brucellosis (Buffered Brucella Antigen (Rose Bengal test) or cELISA, or  iELISA);

Aujeszky’s Disease (ELISA); and


           Transmissible Gastro-Enteritis (ELISA) 

4.
Boar(s) may move from the Collection Centre isolation into the main semen collection accommodation only if: - 

(a) a full 30 days in isolation on the Centre have elapsed;

(b) results of all the isolation tests are negative (see 8 below);

(c) they are clinically healthy when examined by the Centre Veterinarian on the day of admission ; and 

(d) on the day of consignment the Centre’s isolation accommodation, officially fulfils the following conditions:-

(i) it is not situated in a restricted area defined under the provisions of the 

Community legislation due to the emergence of a disease in domestic pigs; and

(ii) no clinical, pathological or serological evidence of Aujeszky’s disease has 

     been recorded for the past 12 months.

5.
If the result of any of tests at 3 above is not negative, the Divisional Veterinary Officer (Artificial Reproduction) must be informed without delay. 

6. 
The boar(s) concerned and any others in direct or indirect contact must remain in the isolation accommodation while appropriate disease control measures, which may include re-testing, are decided upon.  

If it is decided that the boar(s) is/are to be re-tested, all the boars in direct or indirect contact in the isolation accommodation must also be re-tested.  

Biosecurity measures in and around the isolation accommodation must be maintained at the highest level throughout this interval and any subsequent period, e.g. pending re-testing.

Retests will not normally be acceptable until at least 2 weeks after the removal of the reacting animal and completion of cleaning and disinfection, or from the date of the initial sample.

7. 
If the further results are negative, the animal(s) may proceed into the Collection Centre, in accordance with conditions 4 (c) & (d) .

8. Test Interpretation Criteria 
Brucellosis (Buffered Brucella Antigen (Rose Bengal Test), or cELISA, or iELISA) – VSD will report the result as positive or negative
            Aujeszky’s (ELISA) - VSD will report the result as positive or negative


TGE (ELISA) - VSD will report the result as positive or negative

Routine Animal Health Testing Requirements for Pigs in an EU Semen Collection Centre

9.
As part of his responsibilities for the control and supervision of the Collection Centre, the Centre Veterinarian shall:-

(i) Monitor the health of the boars by ongoing clinical observations; 

(ii) Clinically inspect and record the health of the boars at 3 monthly intervals; 

            (iii) Implement  the following testing regimes: - 


Either :

(a) Exit testing 

When leaving the Centre, but not later than 12 months after admission where they have not left the Centre before this time, each boar must be tested with negative results for AD (ELISA), Br (Buffered Brucella Antigen, or cELISA, or iELISA), TGE (ELISA) & CSF (ELISA). 

Or :


(b) Monitoring testing
A representative sample of 25% of the boars present in the Centre must be tested for AD (ELISA), TGE (ELISA), Br (Buffered Brucella Antigen, or cELISA or iELISA) & CSF (ELISA) at quarterly intervals, at the time of the routine clinical inspection so that all boars are tested at least once during their stay and at least once every 12 months if their stay exceeds a year.

(iv) Carry out and record any necessary veterinary treatments;

(v) Make available to the Department the outcome of clinical examinations and tests, and all other records required by the legislation;

(vi) Direct/ensure appropriate action in the event of any test result not proving negative;

(vii) Supervise and direct all aspects of hygiene at the Centre, including semen collection and preparation procedures and the addition of appropriate antibiotics to the semen;

(viii) Ensure a biosecurity protocol is drawn up and adhered to, including, as a minimum -

control of movement of personnel, vehicles and machinery onto the Centre;

a permanent record of all visitors;

thorough cleaning and disinfection of all boots, clothing used on the Centre;

thorough cleaning and disinfection of all equipment used in the Centre; and

thorough cleaning and disinfection of any machinery brought into the Centre;

(ix) Advise the owner/management on all welfare aspects of boar husbandry and housing;

(x) Report to the Department promptly any unsatisfactory aspects of the Centre and its operation; or any situations or risks to the Centre from any source, which could adversely affect the health status of the boars or the semen despatched from the Centre.

10.
The Department will, in liaison with the Centre Veterinarian, inspect and report on all aspects of the Centre and its operation at least twice a year.


Further information, if required, is available from the Department at the address below.
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