DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
EXPORT TO GREAT BRITAIN OF BOVINE ANIMALS FOR DIRECT SLAUGHTER FROM THEIR PREMISES OF ORIGIN VIA AN EXPORT ASSEMBLY CENTRE (EAC)
NOTES FOR GUIDANCE OF OWNERS
1.
KEY DOCUMENTS
Please ensure at the time of movement to the EAC the following documents have been fully completed in respect of all animals: 

· Owners declaration (completed by yourself )

· MC2L movement licence(s) (provided by the EAC operator)
· Passport(s) (provided by the EAC operator)
· Self written MC2B+C with ear tag numbers of animals travelling to EAC

The following key documents must be read and understood prior to movement of animals of the bovine species to the EAC.

· GB (SL) ONFG (AC)


this document

· GB (SL) OD (AC)



Owner’s declaration

2.
SCOPE

These Notes for Guidance (GB (SL) ONFG (AC)) must be used for bovine animals for DIRECT SLAUGHTER direct from their premises of origin to an EAC (for export to GB).

3.
OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION (in accordance with EC Regulation 1760/2000)
All bovine animals for export from Northern Ireland must be officially tagged (identified) in accordance with The Cattle Identification (No.2) Regulations (NI) 1998, as amended (see Annex A for guidance) and be accompanied by an MC2L movement licence and Passport(s).  You should ensure that all United Kingdom tags are prefixed with the letter ‘UK’.  

As a result of changes made to the TRACES system in March 2015, it will not accept the following older tag formats:


3.1 “Tag numbers” which end in a check letter e.g. UK 123456-789-A

3.2 “Tag numbers” with any letter other than the initial two country code letters

3.3 All numeric tag numbers consisting of less than 10 characters (counting the initial country code but not any spaces or dashes). 

To enable processing on TRACES animals (as at 3.1 or 3.2) must be re-identified by the AVI with a new identification number and the re-tag validated on APHIS through the local DARD office.

Animals (as at 3.3) must have their tags replaced by the AVI with fully packed 13/14 character tags.

For more details on these issues see Annex A.

4. OWNER’S DECLARATION

You must complete an Owner’s Declaration (GB (SL) OD (AC) to cover transport arrangements for the animal(s).
5. WelfarE
Council Regulation 1/2005 lays down the provisions for the protection of animals during transport.  The Regulation is enforced in Northern Ireland by the Welfare of Animals (Transport) Regulations (NI) 2006.  Article 3 of the EU Regulation requires that animals must be fit for the intended journey before the journey starts and must remain sufficiently fit throughout the journey and that no person shall transport them in a way likely to cause injury or undue suffering.  This means that animals should be healthy enough to tolerate the entire journey they are about to make (including loading, unloading and any journey breaks) with no or very little adverse effect on them and that the journey should not cause the animals any suffering or injury.  Animals not considered to be fit for transport include those that: 

· are unable to move independently without pain or to walk unassisted; 

· present a severe open wound, or prolapse; 

· are pregnant females for whom 90% or more of the expected gestation period has already passed, or females who have given birth in the previous week; 

· are new-born mammals in which the navel has not completely healed; 

· are calves of less than ten days of age, unless they are transported less than 100 km.  In addition, for journeys of 8 hours and over, calves must be over 14 days of age.

6.
TRANSPORTER AUTHORISATION AND VEHICLE CERTIFICATION
Articles 10 and 11 of Council Regulation 1/2005 require transporters of animals to be authorised, and Article 18 requires that the vehicle or trailer used to transport animals on long journeys has a certificate of approval.  

For journeys over 65km (approx. 40 miles), transporters must:

· Hold a transporter authorisation.

· If transporting farmed animals, ensure drivers and attendants are in possession of a certificate of competence (from January 2008).

· Demonstrate they have appropriate staff and equipment to transport animals in a proper way and to have no record of serious infringements of animal welfare legislation in the preceding 3 years.

· Complete an Animal Transport Certificate for each journey.
For long journeys (over 8 hours) transporters must also:

· Be in possession of a long journey transporter authorisation. 

· If the vehicle is used for transporting farmed animals and horses, get it inspected and approved.

· Ensure contingency plans in case of emergencies are in place.

· Ensure the Journey Log has been completed (for journeys of unregistered horses and livestock).

Annex A

BOVINE ANIMALS - OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION FOR THE PURPOSES OF TRADE
All bovine animals exported from Northern Ireland must be officially identified (tagged) in accordance with The Cattle Identification (No.2) Regulations (NI) 1998, as amended.  Please note:  Tattoos are not an acceptable form of identification.  

As a result of changes to the EU TRACES system, certain tag formats, which are acceptable in Northern Ireland, cannot be processed through the TRACES system.  To be able to trade these animals certain actions are required as set out below.

1.
Trade to GB, and EU Member States (except for Breeding or Production to the Republic of Ireland)

For the purposes of the above trade, because of the requirements of the TRACES system, all 
bovine animals, must be identified with all-numeric, double plastic, tags (one in each ear).  


Any animal which has a check letter or any other letter in its official identification (apart from the 
initial 2 letter country code) must be re-identified to enable it to be processed through the TRACES system as set out below:


1.1
The animals must be re-identified with new, 14 character, all-numeric, double 



plastic tags under the supervision of an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI).


1.2
The keeper must notify DARD of the re-identification using a MC1A form.


1.3
The AVI must validate the re-identification using a VC1A form.

The above actions must be carried out and the animal’s details updated on APHIS prior to applying for a Veterinary Support Certificate through eAVI.

Example –Animal UK 123456-789-K will need re-identified because its identification number has a check letter.

In addition animals which have all-numeric tags, but less than 10 characters (counting the UK but not any spaces or dashes) cannot be processed through the TRACES system.  The AVI will need to replace any such tags with fully packed 13/14 character tags bearing the same number as the 
originals.

Example – Animal UK 9 1234 5 6 will need its tags replaced with fully packed 14 character ones (UK 9 120034 0005 6) because it has less than 10 characters.
 

2.
Trade to the Republic of Ireland for Breeding or Production

For this trade all animals must be identified with either 13 or 14 character, all-numeric, double 
plastic tags (one in each ear).  


2.1
If an animal’s tag number is alpha-numeric it will have to be re-identified as described at    

1.1-1.3 above.


The above actions must be carried out and the animal’s details updated on APHIS prior to 
applying for a Veterinary Support Certificate through eAVI.

2.2
If an animal’s tag number is all-numeric but has less than 13 characters its tags must be replaced with fully packed 13 or 14 character tags bearing the same number as the originals.
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