
   
 
 
 

        
 
 

             
            

   
 

             
           

        
 
 

              
        

 
 

              
            

             
          

   
 

               
             

  
 

              
              
            

 

           
                

              
           

    
 

            
  

 

   

          

 

STATISTICAL NEWS RELEASE 

ESTIMATES OF CROP YIELDS AND PRODUCTION IN 2008 

Yield and production estimates for the main cereal crops and potatoes for the 
year 2008 were issued today by the Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (DARD). 

The estimates for cereal yields were obtained from a post-harvest survey of 234 
growers, whilst potato estimates were derived from a survey involving pre-harvest 
digs covering potato crops on over 180 farms. 

Estimates for the areas of each crop were published on November 20
th 

. The 
following estimates refer to crop yields and production: 

•	 Barley: Production of winter and spring barley is up by 10% (to 131,000 
tonnes) compared with 2007 (119,000 tonnes). This is due to an increase 
in the area grown and the average yield of winter barley in 2008. 
Conversely, spring barley yield and production has fallen in 2008 
compared to 2007. 

•	 Wheat: Production is up by 41% (to 96,000 tonnes) due to an increase of 
32% in area planted combined with an increase of 7% in yields compared 
to 2007. 

•	 Oats: Production of oats has increased by 4% (to 11,000 tonnes) despite 
a decrease of 13% in the average yield. The fall in yield was compensated 
by an increase of 19% in the area of oats planted. 

•	 Potatoes: The pre-harvest estimate of production of maincrop ware and 
seed potatoes is 2% lower in 2008 than that for 2007. This is due to a 
combination of an 8% decrease in yield and a 7% increase in the total 
area of potatoes planted. The total tonnage estimated for Northern 
Ireland was 161,000 tonnes. 

Tables can be accessed on the DARD website Crop Yields and Production 
Estimates 2008. 

Notes to Editors: 

1. All media queries to DARD Press Office on 02890524619 



       

  

 

 

  

            

            

 

 

   

  

      

 

 

  

            

            

   
 

  

                 

  

                  
 

 
 

 

 

                            

                 

                 

               

TABLE 1. ESTIMATES OF CROP YIELDS 
1 

(Tonnes per Hectare) 

2006 2007 2008 % Change 

2008/2007 

Cereals 

Barley - Spring 4.61 4.98 4.53 (4.72) -9 

- Winter 6.69 6.18 6.95 (7.22) +12 

Total 5.03 5.23 5.11 (5.32) -2 

Wheat 7.58 7.41 7.92 (8.48) +7 

Oats 5.87 5.19 4.50 (4.68) -13 

Potatoes 

Maincrop ware & seed 37.14 34.64 31.73 -8 

(marketable yield )
2 

TABLE 2. ESTIMATES OF CROP PRODUCTION 

('000 Tonnes) 

2006 2007 2008	 % Change 

2008/2007 

Cereals
1 

Barley - Spring 84.0 90.1 88.5 -2 

- Winter 30.7 29.3 42.7 +46 

Total 114.7 119.4 131.2 +10 

Wheat 66.1 67.9 95.8 +41 

Oats 10.9 10.5 10.9 +4 

Potatoes 

Maincrop ware & seed 168.5 160.3 156.8 -2 
(marketable yield)

2 

Total, including earlies 172.4 163.9 160.7 -2 

1. Cereal yields and production at 15% moisture content. For 2008, yields unadjusted for moisture, are 

shown in brackets. 

2. Marketable yield includes crop over 45 mm for ware crops and over 28mm for seed. 
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