DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
(DARD)

INTRA-COMMUNITY TRADE IN EQUINE SEMEN COLLECTED BEFORE 1/9/2010 OR AFTER 31/8/2010 AND DISPATCHED FROM AN APPROVED SEMEN STORAGE CENTRE HAVING BEEN MOVED THERE FROM ANOTHER CENTRE IN THE UK THE EU OR A THIRD COUNTRY

NOTES FOR GUIDANCE FOR EXPORTERS AND AUTHORISED VETERINARY INSPECTORS
1.
KEY DOCUMENTS

The following documents must be read and understood

· Notes for guidance – this document

· Checklist (by the Authorised Veterinary Inspector  (AVI))

The AVI should be in receipt of an Owners declaration and Veterinary Service support certificate prior to completing and signing the Intra-trade Animal Health Certificate (ITAHC) (2010/470 Part C).

2. SCOPE

Intra trade animal health certificate (ITAHC) 2010/470 Equine semen – Part C must be used for the export of equine semen to another member state when that semen

· has been collected before 1/9/2010 or after 31/8/2010

· is being dispatched from an approved semen storage centre having been moved there from another centre in the UK the EU or a third country
The final certificate may be signed by an AVI approved for this purpose by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development for Northern Ireland.  AVIs should affix their AVI stamp to the certificate in the normal manner in any ink colour other than black.  A copy of the signed certificate must be faxed to the local DVO on the day of issue.
Exports of equine semen to other Member States are harmonised under conditions laid down in Council Directive 92/65/EEC (as amended).  Certifying veterinarians must be conversant with the provisions of the Directive.  This Intra trade Animal Health Certificate (ITAHC) must be used to accompany equine semen exported from approved premises for intra-Union trade under Council Directive 92/65/EEC and consigned to EU Member States.  A separate certificate must be issued for each consignment of semen.  The original ITAHC must accompany the consignment to the place of destination.
3.
SPECIFIC GUIDANCE REGARDING CERTIFICATION
PART I

In addition to all the other Boxes

Box I.6 – Related original certificates

Please enter the serial number of the individual health certificate(s) [either INTRA or CVED] that accompanied the semen described above from the approved semen collection centre of its origin to the described above semen storage centre.  The original(s) of this/these certificate(s) or the officially endorsed copy/copies thereof must be attached to this certificate.
Box I.12 – Place of Origin/Place of Harvest

The following information must be entered:

· Name and address of the storage centre,

· Registration number of the storage centre (as 'Approval number' on the ITAHC).
Box I.18 – Animal Species/Product

The following information must be entered:

· Equus ssp,
Box I.31 - Identification of the Animals

The following information must be entered:

· Type of product – i.e. preservation technique (fresh/chilled/frozen)

· Breed

· Donor‘s identity, name and passport number,

· Date(s) of collection

· Approval number of collection centre of origin

· Quantity i.e. number of packages
PART II
(a)
Part II Paragraph II.1 – which option should be chosen depends on the origin of the semen i.e. UK or EU or third country.  In any event with regard to whichever option is chosen that semen should have entered the storage centre accompanied by the relevant certificate i.e. 2010/470 Part A or B or C or in accord with Decision 95/307/EC OR 2010/471 Part A or B or C or in accord with Decision 96/539/EC.  Based on these certificates the AVI must choose whichever certification option is applicable.  
(b) Part II Paragraph II.2 – AVIs must be in receipt of a support certificate (VSSPT) covering DARD approval of the semen storage centre
(c)
Part II Paragraph II.3 - this can be signed on the basis of paragraph 4(a) of the Owner’s Declaration (OD).
4.
COMPLETION OF ITAHC
The AVI checklist (CKL AVI) must be completed by the Official Veterinarian before completing the ITAHC.  If the certifying AVI is able to answer ‘Yes’ to all the questions in the CKL AVI then the consignment meets the criteria for intra-Union trade and the ITAHC can be signed.  The CKL AVI should be retained by the AVI for record purposes and not be returned to the exporter.  Should the certifying AVI not be able to answer ‘Yes’ to all the questions in the CKL AVI then the consignment would not be eligible for intra-Union trade and the ITAHC cannot be signed.  
Having completed all the checks, ensuring the ITAHC is fully completed and all the appropriate deletions and/or additions have been made, the AVI must sign and stamp the ITAHC with the AVI’s official stamp in ink of any colour other than black.  The completed ITAHC must accompany the consignment to its final destination.
In addition, an ITAHC printed in the language of the country of destination must accompany the consignment to its final destination.  (AVIs registered on TRACES will have to produce their own foreign language copy.)  The date and AVI stamp should be applied to the unsigned foreign language version.  The English Parts I and II of the ITAHC must be placed on top of the MS language parts I and II, then stapled and fan stamped together as a single certificate to accompany the consignment to the destination premises. 

5. CONFLICT OF INTEREST
In relation to the export certification of the semen, there may be circumstances where it is not appropriate for the Authorised/Approved Veterinary Surgeon (AVS) for the storage Centre to sign the final export certificate because of potential conflict of interest.  In order to resolve this issue final certification can be performed by an independent AVI using an ITAHC fully completed by the centre Veterinarian as support documentation.  The signing AVI must retain a copy of this support for record purposes.
6.
FORM TRACES-CONF:  Notification to the ISSUING DVO of completion and signature / Amendment of ITAHC 
In order to meet the requirement for notification of exports to other Member States, AVIs must notify the Divisional Veterinary Office that an ITAHC has been completed and signed.
Completed copies of the following documents must be faxed to the exports section of the Divisional Veterinary Office immediately following signature of the ITAHC:

· form TRACES Annex 5 

· Part I of the ITAHC (indicating any amendments) 

· completed Part II of the ITAHC

Certified Copy of ITAHCs
In cases where it is not possible to fax a copy of the original ITAHC following signature, AVIs are strongly advised to make a copy of the ITAHC prior to completion.  This copy must be clearly marked 'certified copy' and completed with the same details as the original.  The certified copy should not be signed as an original but cancelled with the practice stamp.
7.
CANCELLATION OR CHANGES TO THE CONSIGNMENT DETAILS FOLLOWING CERTIFICATION 

Any amendments to Part I of the ITAHC, must be clearly indicated so that the necessary changes can be made by the Divisional Veterinary Office before electronic validation.

If the consignment is 

· cancelled, or 

· its date/time of departure has changed significantly, or

· any other details on the ITAHC are changed
the exporter must notify the issuing Divisional Veterinary Office by fax, giving details of changes, so that a replacement TRACES message can be sent. 

Department of Agriculture and Rural Development

Trade Branch

Room 732, Dundonald House

Upper Newtownards Road  Belfast  BT4 3SB
Approval and Supervision of Semen Collection Centre, and Collection, Processing, Storage and Transport of semen according to Directive 92/65/EEC Annex D Chapters I, II and III (as amended by Commission Regulation (EU) No.176/2010)
Approval

(a) 
The semen collection/storage centre must be approved by the Department and placed under the permanent supervision of a centre veterinarian/Authorised Veterinary Surgeon.
(b) 
Semen storage centres must:
i) have a different and distinct approval number for the storage of semen of ovine/caprine species if semen of another species is also stored there ;
ii) have a semen storage room furnished with the necessary installation to store the semen and/or the embryos, which is so constructed that it protects those products and the installation from adverse weather and environment effects;
iii) 
be constructed that contact with outside livestock or other animals is prevented;

iv) 
be constructed that the entire centre except the office rooms and exercise area can be readily cleansed and disinfected; and
v) 
be constructed that unauthorised access of people is effectively prevented.
Supervision
(c) 
Semen storage centres must:
i) 
be supervised to ensure that:

· the status of the donor animals whose semen is stored at the centre is EU compliant;

· the requirements laid down in points iv) and v) above are complied with;

· records are kept of all movement of semen entering and leaving the storage centre;

ii) 
be monitored to ensure that:

· only semen collected in and coming from approved semen collection or storage centres and transported in conditions offering every possible health guarantee, having had no contact with semen which is not EU compliant, is brought into the approved semen storage centre;

· storage of semen takes place on premises set aside for the purpose and under strict hygienic conditions;

· all instruments which come into contact with the semen are properly disinfected or sterilised prior to use, except for single-use instruments;

· storage containers and transport containers are either properly disinfected or sterilised before the commencement of each filling operation, except for single-use containers;

· cryogenic agents used for preservation or storage of semen have not been previously used for other products of animal origin;

· each individual dose of semen is clearly marked in such a way that the date of collection of the semen, the species, the breed and identification of the donor animal,

· the approval number of the semen collection centre can be readily established;

iii) 
not store ovine/caprine embryos unless they are EU compliant in separate storage containers;

iv) 
be inspected by an official veterinarian at least twice every calendar year in order to consider and verify, where necessary based on records, standard operating procedures and internal audits, all matters relating to the conditions of approval, supervision and monitoring.
Collection, processing, preservation, storage and transport of semen

(d) 
The AVI must satisfy him/herself that the semen is stored under conditions meeting the requirements of Directive 92/65/EEC as amended.  This means that:

· the storage flask must be clean and be located in a clean room/robust cupboard which can be locked;

· when the semen is exported, at least 30 days later, the Official Veterinarian must verify the identity of the individual containers of semen and supervise their transfer into a transport container;

· the transport container must be sealed by the Official Veterinarian/AVI using a tamperproof seal applied in such a way that the flask cannot be opened without breaking the seal. The number of the seal must be recorded, given in the final health certificate and copied to the local DVO with the copy certificate.
(e) 
The AVI must satisfy him/herself that the semen is transported under conditions meeting the requirements of Directive 92/65/EEC as amended.  This means that:

· the transport containers must be cleansed and disinfected/sterilised before use, or must be single-use containers, and have been sealed and numbered prior to dispatch from the approved semen collection or storage centres;

· the ITAHC must record the identification number on the straws or other packages and the seal number of the container in which they are stored and transported.
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